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No. XXVII. 

From K, IT. Lustitnqton, Esq., Offieiatiiig Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. IS, dated 
the 22nd May 18G0.) 

Sill, 

I IIA7K the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
15 GO, dated the 7th ultimo, and in reply to submit herewith in original 
the explanation furnished by Deputy Magistrate Baboo Hem Chunder 
Kerr of the circumstances connected with the publication of the Perwaii- 
nah issued by him in August 1859. 

2. I request the favor of your returning the enclosure when no 
longer required. 

From A. 11. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 2762, dated the 
26th May 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your communica- 
tion No. 18, dated the 22nd instant, submitting an original letter from 
Deputy Magistrate Baboo Hem Chunder Kerr. 
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2, Tho Liouienant-( i(3vernor desiiTs ine to remark that Baboo Heiii 
Cliundor Iverr has taken nearly a moiiili io give an explanation whieli be 
ought to have given within two days ; and the Interval appears to have 
heou oceupied in the ])reparation of a very long paper on irrelevant 
suhjoetH. The Deputy Magistrate was not called upon to defend himself 
against any charges of Mr. Larinour\s ; or to enter upon any topics ^ 
other than an cxphmalioii of his eonduct in ])uhUshing the Perwannah, 
and wording it as he did. To this nine-tenths or more of his letter arc 
irrelevant ; and the records cannot be encumbered with so much irrele- 
vant matter. 

ih Baboo Hern Cliundcr Ken^s letter is accordingly returned here- 
with^ and I am to rotpiesi you will call on him for a paper which shall 
he strictly coidlned to an cxplanirlion of the clreumstances connected 
with the puhlication of the Pcrwamiah^’ issued by him ; and of the 
wording of that Perwannah with reference to its imputed faultinoss. 

4, This paper should l)c suhmitied immediately. 

From E. II. Liisutkctox, Esq., OHU-iating Commissioner of tlie Nucldca 
Division, to the Secretary to the (Jovernment of Bengal, — (No. 4G, 
dated the 8th June 1800.) 

Sin, 

to 3 "our letter No. 2702, of the 20tli ultimo, I 
have the honor to submit, for the consideration of Ilis Honor the 
Lieutenant-Governor, a letter in original from Deputy Magistrate 
Bahoo Hem Cliundcr Kerr, No. 79, dated 2nd instant. 

2. The explanation given by the Baboo is not what was rerjuired of 
him, as it still exists of much irrelevant matter. In order, however, 
to avoid any further dela\^, I have not tliought it proper again to return 
It to him, hut have marked in red lines such parts of it as I consider 
deserve the attention of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor with refer- 
ence to the circumstances of the case. 


From Baboo Hem CiiriNnEU Kerr, Deputy Magistrate of Kalarooah, to 
the Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 79, dated 
the 2nd June 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Office 
Memorandum No. 19, of the 30th May last, endorsed on Mr. Secretary 
Young’s letter No, 2762, bearing date the 26th ultimo, to j^our addres?*, 
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niid^ in accordance io the orders contained therein, hog leave io submit 
the following retrenched explanation of the circumstances connected 
with the publication of a Perwanuah by me in August last, relative to 
the duty of Police Officers in cases of disputes regarding the cultivation 
of Indigo in this Sub-Division, for the consideration of His Honor the 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

ii. 1 assumed charge of this Sub-Division on the 10th of August 
1859, and on tlie 20th following, 1 received from Mr. Eden an Extract 
from the Government letter above alluded to. In the letter which 
gave cover to the Extract, Mr. Eden distinctly stated that the course 
laid down in the Government leti.cr for the Police in Indigo disputes 
is to protect the Ryot in the possession of his lands.’" In the Govern- 
ment letter itself (paragraph 11,) it is stated that no one would (question 
the propriety of tlie Poliee interfering to protect a sul)jeet from such 
au outrage ” (as forcible entry.) Again, the Lieuteuaut-Governor 
douhts if Mr. Grote would hold that on Mr. Larmour’s call oii the 
Police lor protection, it would be throwing too much responsibility on 
ilio Darogah to expect him to a(*i on the (joiuilusion that Mr. Larmour 
liad a right to sueli ])roiection under the eircumstaiiees.’’ In the 12tli 
paragraj)li again it is stated, indeed every Police Officer must act in 
the exercise of liis ])roper functions on his own responsibility and Ikj 
could not be relieved from tlvat necessity witliont making him altogether 
ns(‘less.” These remarks loft no d<nibt in my mind that the ohj(‘ct of 
llie Government was to lay down tlie Law regarding forcible entry in 
tvmueetion witli the sowing of Indigo for the guidance of the Police, 
and I thouglit it my duty to keep the Darogahs under mo duly informed 
<d' what course they should follow in cases of the kind. I accordingly 
liad the second paragraph of Mr. Edtm’s letter duly translated and for- 
wardi'd io them in the form of Perwannahs, lor their information and 
guidance. No meiitiou was made that it should be communicated to 
the Officers under the Darogahs, or promulgated to the public at large, 
f>r I did not thiuk tliat iusiruciioiis, such as'werc communicated in the 
I’erwamiah, were needed hy Officers under the rank of a Darogah, and 
it iKjver oc(mirod to me that any Darogah would formally communicate 
to his Subordinates orders which were intended solely for his own 
guidance. It happened, however, that on the receipt of my Perwannah, 
the Darogah of Kuhirooah, Essaii Chunder llondapudia, issued a Jfoo^^ 
kooiitnuDtah in the name of the Phareedar ol tlie Police Ont-siaiion of 
Bakra, eonimuuicating a copy of the Perwanuah and desiring him to be 
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guiacd tliereby. The Phareedar took the Perwannali to the market 
place of Bakra and promulgated it to the public by beat of drum. He 
had no instructions whatever to do so, and indeed I had no knowledge 
of his having dom; so, until on the receipt of Mr. Mackenzie’s letter to 
^ho address of the Commissioner of Nuddea, dated Hth of October 1859, 
I sent for the Phareedar immediately and took down his statements in 
writing. 

3. The other Darogahs did not communicate the Perwannah to their 
Subordinates, and at no other place has it been published in the 
manner described by Mr. Larmour ; and I beg to assure you that if I 
liad any idea that my Perwannah would be communicated by the 
Darogahs to their Subordinates, I would either never have issued it at 
all or given special directions to the Darogahs to use it solely for their 
own guidance. 

4. The conduct of the Phareedar was no doubt reprehensive, but, 
(as stated in ray letter to the Magistrate of Baraset of the 28tli No- 


“ In conclusion, I bog to say tliat I liave left the Burknndauz 
“ without any further enquiry or without taking any other steps 
* ‘for his conduct, as the case is pending inquiry iu the hands of 
“ the Commissioner.” 


vember last, para- 
graph 6, noted in the 
margin,) I did not 


take any notice of it, as the subject was then under the consideration 


of the Commissioner of the Nuddea Division. 


5. My object in issuing the Perwannah was, (as I have already 
informed you in my letter of the 30th November last, paragraph 4^', 
to keep the Darogahs under me duly informed of what their duty 
should be in cases to which it applied, particularly as I was well aware, 
and it was admitted by Government, {;v,idc Mr. Secretary Young’s letter 
of the Ztli April last, paragraph 3), that before "the practice in such cases 
has been various, uncertain and often contrary to Law.” Indigo is 
largely cultivated within the jurisdiction of the Thannahs under me, 
and complaints are frequently made by Ryots of forcible cultivation 
of Indigo by the servants of Planters, and of the latter being mal- 
treated by the former while sowing their Crops, and breaches of peace 
consequent thereon. It was desirable, therefore, that the Darogahs 
sliould know what their duty should be in all such cases, and I felt 
that I would place myself under grave responsibility, if I did not keep 
tliem informed of the latest ruling of Government on the subject, 
particularly as that class of OlBcers were directly alluded to in the 
Government letter. If I have been mistaken, it is due to my anxiety to 
sec my Subordinates discharge their duties in perfect accordance with the 
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wishes of Government, and not to set one section oi the community 
against another, and create disturbance in the Sub-Divisions for the 
peace of which I alone must be held responsible. 

6. It has been argued by the Hon^ble Mr. Eden that forcible entry 
is one of that class of cases which the Police cannot investigate without 
the order of the Magistrate, and therefore any general instructions on 
that head can be of no use to OiEcers of the rank of a Darogab, but as 
the Law now stands, the Police are empowered, and indeed are bound to 
prevent a forcible entry when they find an unlawful assemblage of men 
intent upon forcibly entering into another’s possessions just in the 
same way that they are required to prevent an assault or affray 

when occurred, though 
they cannot by Law 
investigate an assault 
case without the orders 
of a Magistrate {vide 
Government letter No. 
451G, of aist July 
1859, paragraph 11, 
quoted in the margin.) 
1 felt therefore that 
the orders of Government on the subject were likely to prove as often 
useful to the Darogahs and to their Superiors, 

7. 1 was placed in charge of a Sub-Division for the first time in 
my life on the 17th July 1857, and within three weeks after it, I was 
transferred to a situation which was noted for Ijeing exposed to influ- 
ences, not favorable to an honest and conscientious discharge of duties 
and the proper administration of justice between man and man. It was 
just then that, when I received the view of the Lieutenant-Governor 
on a question of the utmost importance, relative to the peace of the 
District placed under my care, I thought I could not better carry out 
the wishes of Government than by communicating it to the Darogahs 
under me. I regret to find that I was mistaken. 

8. I have, however, the consolation to say that I was not singular in 
my views regarding my responsibility as immediately after the issue 
of the Perwannah, when I verbally communicated the circumstance to 
my Superior Mr. Ward (not to Mr. Eden as has been reported by Mr. 
Commissioner Grotc,) that Officer did not either express his disapprobation 


. “ The Lioiitcnant-Governor is nnahh' to soc any differonci^ of 

“ principle when the ciissc is one <jf forcible entry which is no less 
“ an outrage, when without color of Law than the forcible 
“ seizure of jiersonal properly ; and be believes that in any case 
“ uiK'oiinected with Indigo, no one would (luestion the propriety 
of the Uolicti interfering to protect a suhjeot from siu‘h an out- 
rage. Su]jpose the cast! revers(‘d, and that these Kyots, alleging 
“ that Mr. Larmour had promised to let them have the use of liis 
“ houses and grounds, ha<l entered that gontlemuii’s ]»remis(‘s, and 
“ insisted on sowing his garden with rice, or had taken possession 
“ of his Factory to store their grain in it, the Lieutenant-Governor 
“ doubts if Mr. Grote would hold that ou Mr. Larmour’s call on 
the Police for protcfition it would be throwing too nmeh respon- 
** sibility ou the Darogab to cx]>ect him to act on the conclusion 
“ that Mr. Larmour had a right to such protection under the 
“ circumstances.” 
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of the step I had taken or direct me to recall my Pervvannah^ and I 
was led to believe that what I had done was right and proper. Siibse- 
cpently I had occasion to wait on that OlTicer several times, but never 
heard anything from him expressive of his disapp’oval of the Perwan- 
nah in (picstion. 

9. Having tlnis explained the circumstances under which my Per- 
wannah of August last was issued to my Darogahs, and published by 
one of the Pharcedars, contrary to my wishes and orders, and the reasons 
which induced me to give it to them, I shall not take up the time of 
1 1 is Honor the Lieutenant-Governor with any remarks to show what 
effect it had in inllueucing the Ryots to break their Contracts with 


Indigo Planters and refuse to cultivate Indigo, The utter worthlessness 
of Mr. Larmour^s complaints on this head had been thoroughly and 
most ably exposed by the Hon^ble Mr. Eden in his letter to Mr. 
Secretary Young of 28th March 1860, paragraphs 15, 16, 17 and 18. 
I beg most respectfully to refer His Honor to that communietion for 
a full explanation of the subject. It will show most clearly that the 
unfortunate Perwaniiah had no influence Avluitevcr in inducing the Ryots 
to follow the cause they have done. 

10, In Mr. Secretary Young’s letter No. 1560, of the 7th April, 
my attention has been drawn to the faultincss of the wording of my 
Perwaniiah, but no mention lias been made to the particular part 
which is faulty. It appears, however, from the Hon’ble Mr. Eden’s 


“ In your letter now under reply, the ast pnrnfcrapli of the 
Deputy rate’s Verwannah is puiii tod out as heinj;; open to 

the ohjecUon that it is eapalde of the' interpretation that p,*enerally, 
indeed always, Ryots liave unohjectionahle. r', ruses for not 
fyrowiiJg Indijjo, althon< 2 ;h they may have contracted to do so. 
The wordiiij? ot the GovernuK'nt letter is tliis : ‘'J’he Ryots may 
confess the engasenient and still liavc many irresistible picas to 
avoid the consequence th<' I’lanter iiisi.>ts upon.’ Tlie wfmling of 
the Deputy Magistrate's IVi wannah is: ‘ The ( ’riminul Court 
has no concern in those matters, because, uolwithstandiug such 
Contracts or such consent withlield or given, Ryots may urge 
unanswerable excuses against the sowing of Indigo.’ The wording 
of iny letter was such : ‘ Promises can only be produced against tho 
Ryots in the CiviU^mrt, and the Magisterial Authorities have 
nothing to do with them, tor there must he two parties to a pro- 
mise, and it is ])0S8ible that the Ryots, e\en whose promises or 
Contrfwds are admitted, may still have many irresistible pleas to 
■ avoid the conseqncnee the Planter insists upon ; the tou- 
seqnonce alludal to being tho foreihlc dispossestsion of the 
Ryot by the Planter. The question was whether, if the Planter 
asserted that the Ryot had agreed to sow Indigo, such Ryot had 
a right, supposing him to admit the existence of u (Jontract, to de- 
mand the assistance of the Magistrate when threatPHed with 
being ousted from his land. My meaning in saying that, even 
when he admitted his Contract, he might still urge irresistible picas, 
why he should not bo summarily dealt with, and such pleas as the 


letter of Gic 2Stli 
March last, paragropl; 
18, quoted in the mar- 
gin, that my expres- 
Rion, the Ryots may 
urge unanswerable ex- 
cuses,” is open to the 
objection that it is 
capable of the inter- 
pretation that gene- 
rally or indeed always 
Ryots have nnobjoc- 
< ionablo excuses for not 
growing Indigo, al- 
though they may have 
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Civil Court alone would 1)0 quali fieri in ad judical nifr on may lx; cOlllraetod to do So 
more fully understood from the following Extract of a loiter wlucli ^ ^ • 

1 hud the lionor to address to the Comniissioiier of Nuddea in Tlie Pcr Wail 11 Jill IS U 
Juno 1858. ‘‘Another reason su.sr?:csts itself to me, why the 

Criminal Court should neither adjudioate simimartly m questions translation of tllC 2nd 
r)f Contracts to sow Indigo nor compel their enforcement. 

Even supposing such Contracts to be voluntary ongjigenients, paragraph or Mr. 

tlieir non-fulfilment would not necessarily imply fraud. The llyot l? i , ^ i li. j n 

might have tdlceii tin; advance wdh the distinct intention of sow- EiutH S lOltCr tO Ot 

ing the amount of Indigo engaged for, hut, if by the oppression ii 1Q*E *. 

of the Zemindars or loss of his t.'attlo or other misfortune, he ilUgUSt Jast, 

is unable to carry out hia instriution vvitliout the sliglitest mala i ..onvoeoTift? no 

would he very unfair that he sliould he treatecl as a ^tldCl ICpi 0^.011 Lkj aS CloSG- 

Criminal, and it would Income a meie question of adjudication 1 u aa nnccildo f Im nrz-kwl 

as to what amount of advance and what interest he should return. V »» possiOlG tllC WOrU- 

This, i apprehend, could only he dechled as a Civil Suit, and jjjo* of Mr. Edoil 
as such objections would, in all ])robahihty, he raiscsl in every case ^ ^ 

of non -fulfilment t)f Coutr.icts, the Magistrate’s OfHco would be allowailGO of COlirSG 
converted into a Civil Coin t to art just a question of damages.” 

being made for the 

difrcretiee of idiom of the Bengallce and English. The wording of the 
Government letter is this — ^Hlie llyots may confess, &c.^^ Mr. Eden 
paraplirased this in his letter into — It is possible that the Ryots, even 
whose promises or Contracts are admitted, may still have, and my 

Bengallce version of It rendered into English would be notwitlistand- 
ing the admission of such Contracts or promises, llyots urge un- 
answerable excuses, &c.^’ The original Bengallce being lil^ 1^1^ 

^ «Ttc?r, all 

these, it will be perceived, are in the same mood and tense, and if one 
be open to any objection ns is alluded to by Mr. Eden, all three are 
equally so ; but the fact, however, is that ^flr?r in Bengallee 

implies a possil^ility of action and not a certainty. It is impossilile, 
therefore, it can be rendered otherwise than by a ^^may^^ and imply 
anything but a possible contingency. The purport of Mr. Eden^s 
letter would have been no doubt more explicitly exjiressed by giving a 
different idiomatic turn to the sentence, but I beg most respectfully to 
submit that, as it is my wording, it is a fair rendering of Mr. Eden^s lan- 
guage, and is not calculated to be misunderstood in the sense of a posi- 
tive declaration. 


11. The Government Translator, I regret to find, has read the word 
as and thereby marred the meaning of the whole. 

Mr. Eden uses the words : The llyots even whose Contracts or 
jiromiscs are admitted may, which I rendered into f% 

-siW ^ notwithstanding the admission of such 
Contracts or promises the llyots may, &c.^^ The Government Transla- 
tor misread the and assuming the sentence to be grammatically 

defective rendered it into notwithstanding such contracts or such 
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consents wiililiold or <^ivcn, the Ryots may, The compound 

consonants fV and f% and in the current hand arc written so very alike 
that it is easy to make such a mistake, but the sense of the whole page 
should have at once shown to the Translator that his reading was not 
the correct one. If consent be withheld from a promise or Contract, i. e. 
if a Contract be denied, no excuses are necessary to be brought forward to 
show wliy it should not be worked out, and to say that, even in cases 
where Ryots deny their Contracts, they can bring forward many un- 
answerable excuses, is simply nonsense. It is only when a Contract or 
promise is admitted, and still one of the contracting party wishes not 
to abide by it, that excuses become necessary, and it is to men of that 
class that the wording of the Perwannah exclusively refers. 

12. In conclusion, I take the liberty to observe that the Hon^blc 
the Lieutenant-Governor, while directing the return of my previous 
explanation in the matter of the Perwannah above alluded to for 
retrenchment, has been pleased to remark that I took nearly a month 
to furnish the said explanation. I beg to submit herewith copy of 
letter No. 53, of 23rd April last, which I had the honor to address to 
the Magistrate of Baraset, and which will show that the correspon- 
dence at first forwarded to me by the Commissioner was incomplete, 
and I had to wait for Mr. Larmour’s letters of complaint, which reached 
me along with Mr. Grote’s letter on the 2nd of May last, and I 
submitted my paper on the 11th idem ; hence the delaj^ 


Prom Baboo ITbm CiruNDEn Kerr, Deputy Magistrate of Kalarooah, to 
the Magistrate of Baraset, — (No. 53, dated the 23rd April 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Office 
Memorandum No. 313, of date the 16th instant, giving cover to 
another of the Commissioner of Circuit of the Nuddea Division, No. 
71, and the Orders of the Government, dated the 7th idem. No. 1500, 
calling upon me to submit a full explanation regarding the publication 
of the Perwannah, dated the 20th of August 1859, about Indigo 
cultivation in this Sub-Division, in the manner described by Mr. 
Larmour, if such publication actually took placc.^^ 

I find that, by some oversight, a copy of Mr. Larmour^s letter has 
not been forwarded to me along with the correspondence which accom- 
panied the Government letter. I solicit the favor of your obtaining 
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for me a copy of that letter^ to enable me to make out the precise 
nature of the charges regarding the publication of the Pcrvvannah, and 
to submit a full explanation thereon. 

I shall lose no time in submitting my explanation, on the receipt 
of Mr, Larmour’s letters. 

Having been away in the interior for tlie purpose of investigating 
cases of Arson and wilful destruction of Indigo, I regret I could not 
submit this earlier. 


From A, Tl. Youno, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Olliciatiiig Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 3215, dated the 
IGth June 18G0.) 

Sill, 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of 3^our letter No. 
40, dated the 8th instant, forwarding De])iity Magistrate Bahoo Hem 
Chuncler Kerris revised explanation of the cireiimstanccs connected with 
the publication of the Perwaiinah issued by him in August 1859 to the 
Police of the Kalarooali Sub-Division, and in reply to communicate to 
you tlic following observ^atioiis of the Lieutenant-Governor on the 
subject. 

2. If, as stated by Mr. Eden in the 8Mi paragraph of his letter of 
th(i 2Sth of March last, Sub- Divisional Olfieers are prohibited from 
issuing general orders to Darogahs without express sauc.tion. Baboo 
Hem Chunder Kerr’s act was clearly irregular, and no explanation is 
given by him of his disobedience of this order. 

3. The Deputy Magistrate lias shown that he did not intend the 
publication of his Perwanuah in the bazars ; and of that charge he 
must he ac(puttcd. But the Lieutenant-Governor cannot pronounce 
him to he free of blame for great indiscretion, in circulating his Per- 
wannah without taking any precautions against the not improbable 
contingency of its being so dealt with. 

4. The Lieutenant-Governor also considers that in circulating his 
Pervvannah at all to the Darogahs, he committed a very indiscreet act. 
He should have felt that, if a general order to Police Darogahs was 
thought advisable, he would have been instructed by some higher 
authority to issue one ; or rather such an order would have been pre- 
pared and issued by some higher authority. There was nothing to 
make what was not necessary or expedient elsewhere, necessary or 

78 
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expedient in Horn Clmiider^s Sub-Division. There was no urgency in 
the matter ; and llem Chunder should have known that, if he Ihought 
a g'eneral Perwannah of the sort advisable, it was the duty of an 
Ollicer in his position to report on the subject to Iris immediate 
superior for instructions, and not needlessly to act on his own ideas. 

5. Having' resolved so to act, it was his especial duty to be extremely 
careful in his wording. The danger was that the meaning of the })apcr 
should be misunderstood ; and, according to the Deputy Magistrate's 
own showing, no pains were taken by him so to word the paper thafit 
should be as little liable to be misunderstood as possible. 

G. On the whole, in reviewing the transaction, tlic Lieutenaiit- 
(iovernor is of opinion that Baboo Hern Chunder Kerr is seriously to 
blame for his proceeding. 

7. As to the elfect of the Perwannah, even though this had been 
wliat it was at one time imagined by some to have been, namely, the 
instigation of the Ilyijts in a distant part of Nuddea to break tlieir 
engagements after taking advances, Hern Chunder could not fairly be 
made responsible for anything but what was a natural and not an 
extremely improbable cousecpience of his act. As a matter of fact, 
however, it has been clejudy shown by Mr. Eden that the Perwannah 
luiJ no m, derial ill consequences anywhere. Circumstances of time and 
place, when the ntfair is looked into, sufficiently show this. Indeed it 
lias never l)ecu alleged that any Ryot, in the quarter where the excite- 
ment against Indigo hrst sliowed itself, in all the months that had 
elapsed since tlui issue of the Perwannah, had ever seen a copy of it, or 
beard of its existence. And it has certainly had no practical bad effect 
in the (quarter where it was puhlibhcd. 

8. But as on the one hand Hem Chunder would not fairly have 
bemi held responsible for any ill consequences of his act, which no one 
could have anticipated from it ; so on the other hand, he is not to be 
wholly excused because the act had not the ill consequences at one time 
by some persons erroneously attributed to it. The Deputy Magistrate 
irregularly, needlessly, and indiscreetly circulated a carelessly translated 
paper, likely to be communicated to the Ryots, and likely, if communi- 
cated to them, to be misunderstood by them. And for this he is to 
blame, even though it cannot be shown that a Ryot anywhere broke an 
engagement in consequence of such misunderstanding. 
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From A. OrEOTE, Ea^., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secrotarj? 
to the Government of Bengal, — (No. lOlCt., dated the 21st April 1800.) 

Silly 


Rei'eiuitno to paragraph 5 of my letter No. lOOCt,, dated ISth 

Aleochoo 8lioikh instant, I lose no time in laying before Hi.i 

v^r,^ns Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, Afr. Belts^ 

Futooicim Chiulviobutty. original decision in the ease noted in the 

margin, which I consider to be a very unsatisfactory one. On the back 
of it will be found an abstract made by the Magistrate of the evidence 
adduced, followed by some strong but very justifiable comments. 

2. In the first place the charge is not one which could be laid under 
Section V. of the Law. Instigation not to sow cannot be rea sonably 
held to be synonymous with intimidating by violence, threats, or otluu*- 
wise, &e. 

3. Ilis Honor the Lieutenant-Governor will recollect that when 1 
saw Air. Betts’ appointment in the GazrUe, I expressed doubts of his 
quiilifutations lor the exercise of such large powers as are vested in 
Alagistratcs by this Act. Air. llcrschcl lias rightlj^ (‘ailed him into 
the Sudder Station, and I recommend that he be reniauded to his 
Sub-Division. 

I. I have S(3nt for the record of the case, when I shall, if necessary, 
report further. 
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VOR J)»riO\'(^L, 


Mr. James Forlono^ and oiin'lit others do not, from the nature of the 
cvidcuee, state any tiling liiet would be likely to prove that the de- 
fendant is innocent of the charge. 

Decision. 

Both from the evidence of PlaintitPs witnesses, and the nature of the 
evidence f^ivon by Defendant's witnesses, there appears to be no doubt 
whatever that the Defendant is p^uilty of the charge. T therefore sen- 
tence him to six months’ imprisonment with labor, and to ])ay a fine 
of 200 Rupees, in default to a further term of irnprifeonment for six 
months. 


(Signed) C. G. D. Betts, 

Dfj) i( fij M fi(j 1 afru U\ 

Hemaeks. 

PlaintilT says — Defendant wuis giving bad advice to the Ryots.’’ 

Witness 1 says — “ Defendant was telling the Ryots not to admit 
Laving taken advances, as, if they did, they would have to sow,” 

Wilnesi; 2 says — Defendant was forhidding tlie Kyots to sow^” 

AVitncbb d su} s — Defeiiduut w as forbidding the R>ois to agr(‘e to 
sow.” 

W itnoss 4 says — ^M)efendant is forbidding the Ryots to sow.” 

Defendant sa}s — 1 am the IMooktear of t lie Ryots, and was only 
acting legitimately as sucli in what I said to them.” 

On the above cvidcnee literally translated, and containing the whole 
of the evidence again^^t tlio Prisoner, the Deputy Magistrate has con- 
victed the Defendant of instigating the R)otsnot to sow” and has 
sentenced him to one year’s imjirisonincnt. I observe that it is quite 
unproved what were the words used. As the witnesses appear to have 
been examined within a few mimites after the occurrence, this ought to 
have been the very first point to fix. AVhat witness No. 1 says, is pro- 
bably nearer the point than any other, for it quotes if not precise words, 
yet a nearer approach to it than the other three witnesses. What wit- 
ness No. 1 describes the Mooktear as having done most surely does 
not constitute a crime. If so, then every Barrister in the Country ought 
to be imprisoned. The Deputy Magistrate appears to have taken up 
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tlie charge in great haste^ to have liniTiccl ih rough the cai^e without coin 
sidcration and to have passed a sentence vvliicli, without sncli liaste^ he 
could iiev('r have passed. 

Tlie case is forwarded to the Commissioner for furtlicr orders. 

(Signed) W. J. IlEiisciiia, 

Officiating Magistrate, 

The mh Jjml LSOO. 


From A. 11. Youko, Esq., Secretary to the Coverument of Bengal, to tlie 
Comniissi(mer of the Kuddea Division,— (No. lOGOl],, dated the 25th 
April 1800.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
lOlCt.^ dated the 2Lst instant, suhmittiug the original decision of Mr. 
Deputy Mugistrat-o C. (}. D. Betts, in the case alluded to in your 
previous letter of the 1 Sth idem, No. lOOCt. 

2. From this decdsion it is manifest tliat the Defendant was charged 
witli, and sentenced for what is no olience at all ; and that he was found 
guilty of the charge on what is no evidence of any specific act or speech 
wduilevcr. 

The Prisoner must be immediately released, and the fine remilt( 3 (l. 

4. Air. llorschel has aetod very properly in ordering Mr. Betts 
into tlie Sudder Station, but before remanding him to his Suh-Divisiou, 
where he exercises extensive powers, (though there fortunately not with- 
out an appeal from his decision), the Lieutenant- Governor would wish 
to see the whole papers of the present case, including the notes of the 
evidence. Mr. Betts should be furnished with a co])y of your own 
remarks, and of those of the Magistrate of this case : and should be called 
upon to say anything he may have to say for the purpose of removing 
the unfavorable impression of his judicial conduct which those remarks 
cannot fail to produce, unless he is able to avoid their effect. 

5. Firstly^ he must explain under what conception he imagined the 
offence charged to be an offence under the Law ; and secoudlgj he must 
explain why he did not examine the witnesses as to the words spoken 
or acts done, constituting the fact of which he pronounced the Defendant 
guilty. 
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From A. 11. YouNii, Fsq., SeiTctary to llio Government of Bengal, to the 
Olliciating OominissioneiM)f the NiulJea Division, — (No. 2710, elated 
the 23rd May IHOO.) 

SfR, 

With referenee to paragraph 1 of my letter No. 106613., dated 
the 25th ultimo, I am directed hy the Lieutenant-Governor to recpiei^t 
that Mr. Betts^ cxidaiiation of his proceedings in tlie case of the Mooktear 
Tcetooram Cdiuekrobutty may be submitted as soon as possible. 


From E. 11. Lusuixotok, Esq., Olhciating Commissioner of the Nudde^a 
Division, to the Secretary to the Goverminmt of Bengal, — (No. 21, dated 
the 23ra May 1860.) 

SiK, 

I HAVE the honor herewith to submit the whole papers includ- 
ing the notes of the evidence, and Mr. Betts^ explanation of his pro- 
ceedings in imprisoning the Mooktear Teetooram Chuckrobiitty, called 
for ill the 4dh paragraph of your letter No. 1966 B., dated 2r)th ultimo. 

2. Mr. Betts has fully admitted that his proceedings in punishing 
the Mooktear were illegal and hasty in the extreme, and I trust that 
this hoiKJst expression of his fault, coupled witli the good character as a 
Public Officer A'fr. Betts has hitherto borne, will be taken into the 
Liciiteuaut-Governor^s favorable consideration, and that he may now be 
permitted to return to his duty at Diamond Harbour. 


From C. G. D. Betts, Esq,, Deputy Magistrate, to W. J. Herschel, Esq., 
Oiliciating Magistrate, Kishuaghur, — (dated the 9th May 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt this morning of 
the papers relative to the case of Teetooram Cliuckrohutty, charged 
before me at Camp Damoorhoodah, of having instigated tlie Ryots not 
to sow Indigo, and in whose case I have been called upon to furnish an 
explanation as to my proceedings therein. 

2. Prior to my entering into particulars on the subject, permit me 
respectfully to solicit the Lieutenant-Governor’s patient hearing of all 
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Uio bearings of the case in question, hoping tlmt, in giving an oi)eii and 
candid utterance to my opinions and feelings, he will pardon me for 
being the cause of having engaged so much of his valuable time. 

3. To elucidate the case clearly, a brief narrative of my proceed- 
ings on the occasion is, 1 think, necessary. Referring to my Note Book, 

I iind that , on the 9th ultimo, there was a large gathering of Ryots 
round my tent, some of whose cases (breach of Indigo Contracts,) were 
to be beard that day. Previous to my entering into them, I collected 
:,lie Byots together, (as I invariably did,) eliciting from them their inttui- 
tion to sow Indigo or not, and on their firmly replying in the negative, 
I interpreted to them most minutely and carefully the nature of that 
portion of the Law in which they were interested, and a^ier having 
argued the matter both pro and con, they expressed their willingness and 
readiness to sow Indigo, remarking that they would do so this year, and 
only for the sake of the Government. They requested a few minutes 
to talk the matter over amongst themselves ; shortly after, Mr. Forlong 
<*ame up hastily tome, and suggested that it was ])erfect]y useless to put 
off the trial of the cases, as all wliat I had done had been undone by the 
designing instigations of the Defendant, against whom ho caused the 
charge to be brought. Simultaneously I called up the Ryots before me, 
who, one and all, in a most determined and excited tone declared that, 
whatever might follow (to use the interpretation of their own words — 
you may cut our throats, you may hang us, you may shoot us,)^*^ they 
would sow Indigo no longer. Thus it was apparent that some mischievous 
agent had been at work, and there is no doubt that the Defendant’s in- 
terference with them (although not in a judicial cagmeitg as an Advker)^ 
caused the Ryots to come to the determination they did. 

4. I have no hesitation in allowing that it would have been better 
had I niaJe a fuller investigation and come to a more mature judgment 
in the casej herein laid my error : however, when it is taken into con- 
sideration that I was called upon to decide a very large number of cases 
under the new Law, I submit that though a hasty judgment was given 
by me it was founded on a sincere desire to do well, and that hereby 
the case is entitled to extenuation. I would further beg leave to urge, 
that as there was every probability of a heavy fall of rain (which would 
have enabled the Ryots to sow Indigo if they chose), I felt it a duty 
imperative upon me to dispose of all coses before me with the utmost 
expedition and energy, and this feeling of anxiety no doubt led me to 



( 020 ) 


think at the time that instigating with cvil’^ (though not of course 
synonymous with what the Law lays down intimidating hy violence, 
threats, or otherwise,’^) was punishahle under the Law, and being the 
crijing evil of the day, 1 felt therefore that unless this offence was put 
down, all our elforts to induce the Ryots to perform their Contracts 
would he Iruitless ; these reasons w'ill account for the decision I came to, 
though I now see it wuis not justiliahlc by the Law. 

5. It is of course a matter of the deepest concern to me to find that, 
after my long experience in this (some years of which have l)ecn passed 

in the service of the Government,) and after 
having realized the good opinion of every* 
superior I have served immediately under, that 
I should now (when I felt doubly anxious to 
prove my zeal,) be placed in so unfortunate a 
position. However, I can only remark that, if a reference be made to the 
Sessions Judge of the 2 t-Pergunnahs, His Honor the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor will not, I feel convinced, have any reason to be disappointed in the 
result of the orders passed by him (the Judge,) on the cases of commit- 
ment and appeal sent up from my Court. 

0. With every deference for the oxnnion of my su]>criors, I would b('g 
most respoctiully to observe that, after taking all the circumstaiu;es of 
my case into consideration, it would bo a great liardslu]) to me if a 
aolUarg instauce of a hasty (though ufUntioned^) decision was allow- 
ed to bear against me, and thereby cause a shade to be cast upon my 
reputation, and willihold from me in eonsecjuence the I'avorable opinion 
of the GovcMTiment, which I liave tit all times cstcepied more than any 
personal consideration, and which (as tlie testimony of my superiors 
can vouch for,) 1 have had reason to believe 1 have merited. 

7. It is patent to all that the present disalfeeted state of the Country 
demands from all Officers, who have been entrusted with the responsibi- 
lity of carrying out the recent Law, to exercise the greatest vigilance and 
energy (and in this I have not,) I think, and it was in a sincere belief 
that I was acting with justice that led me to adopt the course I did. 
I trust, therefore, that His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor will do me 
the credit to believe that it was a purely conscientious sense of duty, and 
the urgent demand for speedy retribution, that actuated me to dispose of 
the case as I did. 

Awaiting the orders of Ilis Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


t-Messrs. II. M. Reid. 
„ G. Loch. 

„ Garsthi. 

„ Lntour. 

„ >\'Tgusson. 

,, Muiilrcsor. 
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TRANSLATION. 


hedaratlon of Plainilff Mhsoo Bhellchy 'taJceedgeer of Nkclumli^ore Faclvrjj^ 
litade hfforc Mr. Dejrulg Magistrate Betts, on oath, under Act l\ of 
1850^ on the S)t]i April ISGO* 

Question. — AV^hai is your com- Ansioer . — I saw Mooktcor Tcetoo- 

plaint ? ram Cliuckrobiitty, of Kooroolgatcliy^ 

sitting in tlie walled house to the 
South of the tent^ and was giving 
evil counsel to the llyots of Jooran- 
pore^ Ilogladangah and liatteedan- 
gah not to sow Indigo. 

In n^ply to another question, 
Missoo says, that Greedhur Ghose of 
Joyramporc, Surroop Roy of Dlioba- 
khally, Maher Takidgecr and i’holai 
Sheikh of Doorgnpore, Parbutty 
Seal of Kapasdangah are my wit- 
nesses, 

iJcpiosUion of Parliit/g Seal, talxcn on oath on the dth April 1800. 

Question . — Mdiat do you know Ausxoer . — As I was goingtowards 

of Missoo Sheikh’s complaint the River to drink water, I heard 
against Tectooram ? Teetooram was instigating Areop 

Slicikh, Guddadhur Mundul, Nidlii- 
ram Mundul and others, altogetlier 
about twenty-tivc or twenty-six in 
number, at tlic foot of the iMaiiiro 
tree to the West of the tent, not 
to confess having taken any advance; 
for, in that case, they would not 
have to sow Indigo. Bholai, Missoo 
Sheikh, Guddadliur Ghose and other 
Ryots were then present there. 

In answer to another question, he 
says, that I cannot read or write, 
and have never befoz’e given evidence* 
79 
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Bepofiidoli of Giuldadhiir Chose, Apnl 18()0. 

(lacslion. — AVIiat do you know Answer. — About two Dundo ago^ 

of the charge of instigation as I was repairing to the River to 
brought against Toetoorara by drink water, I heard Tcetooram 
Missoo Sheikh V was instigating some Ryots at a 

place to the West of the walled 
house not to sow Indigo. Surroop 
Roy, Parbutty Seal and the Plaintiff 
wei'e then present there. 

I cannot read or write and have 
once before given evidence. 

Deposition of Maher Sheilch, lipiril ISGO. 

Question, — Wluit do you know Anstoer, — I heard Teetooram 
of Missoo Sheikhas complaint Chuckrobutty instigating the Ryots 
against Teetooram Chuckrobutty ? of Naplikalee and Benudpore not to 

agree to sow Indigo. 

I cannot read or write. 

Deposition of Simoop Doij, SSih April 18G0. 

Question,— Vifhiii do you know Answer, — About two Dundo ago, 

of the charge of instigationbrouglit I saw Teetooram sitting on the 
against Teetooram by Missoo West of the wall and instigating 
Sheikh? the Ryots of Ilatteedangah not to 

sow Indigo. Bholai Sheikh, Par • 
butty Seal, Bhuggae Sheikh and 
others were prftent there. 

I cannot read or write. 

Defence (f Teeloomm Clmehrohutfjj, Wi April 1860, 

Question, — What have you to Answer, — I am engaged as Mook- 

«ay to the charge of instigation tear at Damoorhoodah and have 
brought against you by Missoo conversed with my Clients on what 
Sheikh? ' have been necessary; but I have 

never given my advice to any other 
party either regarding Indigo or 
any other matter. 

Question, — Why then is the Answer, — The Manager of the 

charge brought against you ? Nischindpore Factory having sued 
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Arcep Sheikh of Ilaiteedang’iih for 
breach of cuiitractjthelaliercamcto 
me as I am a friend of his Luiullord, 
Ramcoomar Mojoomdar, and inform- 
ed me of the matter. On this I 
went to Gopcemohun Dutt^ Dewaii 
of the Factory^ in order to compro- 
mise the case ; but he could not do 
so without the knowledge of his 
Master, to whom I went, and as I 
was returning from him, the Ryot 
olfered to give me Mooktearnamali 
saying, that there can be no harm 
in compromising the case hereafter. 
I accordingly accepted the Mook- 
Icarnamah, but this enraged the 
Dewan who, in collusion with the 
Manager, has caused the Petition to 
be presented against me. In fact I 
have not committed the crime nor 
do I know the men. 

QuesfknK—li^ there any one Answer, — Mr. Forlong, his Go- 
wlio can bear testimony to your mashtah Gopeemoliun Dutt, Mook- 
statcinent? tear Raney Madhub Mookeijee and 

Dvvarkanath Biswas, Gomashtah of 
Uholypore are the witnesses of my 
attempt at compromise. Moreover, 
Isser Ghose, Sceroo Ghose of Hat- 
teedangah, Nyarnut Sheikh and 
Salim Sheikh of Kooraeryand others 
were present at the place whore I 
am alleged to have instigated the 
Ryots not to sow Indigo, and tlieir 
evidence will prove me not guilty 
of the crime. 

I have never been arrested on 
any charge, nor have 1 ever been 
imprisoned. 
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Dep(mlh)a of Gopecmohun JDaff, {>/h April 1800. 

Quesflon , — \Yhat do you kno\v ^hr^wcr , — I know noihiiig’ of liks' 

of Tectoorarn Chiiekrobutiy’tf not innocence. I heard from Greedhur 
being guilty ? Ghosc, Amecn, that Tcetooram 

Chnekrohufiy was instigating tlie 
llyots of llatteedangah and Hogla- 
dangah not to sow Indigo. 

Teolooram went to me to eoin- 
pronusc A reop’s casC;, but on my 
agreeing to compromise, i. e, to file 
lv(d)ul and Jowul) lie went away 
saying, lliat the compromise ma.y be 
brought about if it be postponecl 
for to-day. Greedhur (ihose and 
others say, lliat he was instigating 
the llyots. In this statement I did 
not place any confidence until it 
was confirmed by Del^narain Ihm- 
nei-ji'e, Dewan of Deyhatty Factory. 

BepoAlion of Bancjj isladhiih Moolcrjee^ S)Ui April I SCO, 

Qpcdlon , — Wliat do you know Anf<wcr , — I liavc not been an oyc- 

of Teetooram’s iunoecnee? witness to Teetooram’s instigating 

the ItyolR, but I have heard it as a 
rumour tliat Teetoo was Instigating 
them. 

1 could not hear of the compro- 
mise of Areep’s case owing to the 
noise. 

T have heard of this instigation 
from several persons, but from 
wliom I cannot say, as there was a 
great assemblage of men. 

lJepo,si/lou (f Lwarhinaih Bhteas, {)tJi April ISGO. 

Qimtion . — What do you kno\v Anmer , — I know nothing of the 

of Toctoonim’s innocence ? case. I have only heard that Tee- 

tooram has been charged with instU 
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gation, but from whom I hruul tliiM 
I cainiot say. 

Qnefiflon puthy Tadooram. — You Jusirer . — 1 ciiiuiot •^ay wlicthcr I 

y.iy tliai I havo put up the liyots have ever done anything of the 
against the Faetory. But have I kind you mention, 
not done anything in collusion 
wdth you to promote its interest? 

JJepodltod nf Salim SlieilJiy ^)f/i April JSGO. 

Qrcst/oii* — What do 3^011 know" Answer, — 1 6 vv, nothing of the 

ot Teetooram’s not being guilty ina tier, nor iJo*jri!l(po\>»\v^^^ was 

ot instigation*'^ talking of,^\^h^’he ' w^^as , writing 

]\I()okt('ariianuih^ pr* bomoithing else 
under thelManga tree. 

1 cannot read or* xtri^e^ Aior have 
I ever before ^ycn*^^jden(*e. 

Deposifiou f)f y yam at MidhIhI, ^dth April ISOO, 

Quedion. — What do 3^011 know A/nwer. — I do T)ot know wliether 

of Teetooram’s not being guilty Tectooram has instigated the B3^ots 
of instigation? or not. 

I cannot read or write, nor have 
1 ever betore given evidence. 

D(>jmi/i(ni of Isser G//ase^ \)l// April 1800 . 

QHtsf'nn}, — A\ hat do 3011 know Answer , — Siv Dundo ago, Teetoo- 

{)(* Teetoorani’s not being guilty ram was writing a Mooktearnamali 
of hist 1 gelt ion or j-oiuething else under the Mango 

tree to the South (d* the tent, lie 
did not instig.ite an3'^ one. This 1 
know as I w'as pi‘es(mt there. 

I cannot readior wu’ile, nor have 
I given evidence on any previous 
occasion. 

Depodtiou of BJwlai witness of the VlaintiJ)\ ^Ih Apiil ISGO. 

Question , — What do you know Answer , — I saw Tectooram among 

of the charge of Missoo Sheikh others standing under a Mango tice 
against Tectooram? to the South of the tent. As I was 

passing liy them, Missoo Slu'ikh 
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pointed out to me and said, that 
Teetoorara is instigating the Ryots. 

I cannot read or write. 

Deposition of Seeroo GJiose, witness of the Defendanty 9th Jpril 1860. 

Question. — What do you know Answer. — I know nothing of the 

of Toetooram's not being guilty matter. I saw him only writing 
of instigation, ? something under the Mango tree. 

I know nothing more. 

I cannot read or write, nor have 
I ever before given evidence. 


From A. R. Yottkg, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Oiliciating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 280i), dated the 
29th May 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
21, dated the 23rd instant, submitting Mr. Deputy Magistrate Betts’ 
explanation of his proceedings in imprisoning the Mooktear Teetooram 
Chuckrobutty, which was called for in my letter No. 19GGB., dated the 
25th ultimo. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor remarks that Mr. Betts has been 
unable to afford a satisfactory explanation upon cither of the points on 
which explanation was required. 

3. The interest he took in the duty, and his earnest endeavor to 
induce the Ryots he speaks of to sow, without coercion (presuming 
that he had satisfied himself generally that they really were under 
contract to do so), were creditable to him. But it is much to be re- 
gretted that when he assumed judicial functions, and began to try 
causes and to awar(f heavy punishments, he did not put himself into a 
calm and judicial frame of mind. If he had done so, he would have 
tried the fact involved in the charge against the Mooktear more 
thoroughly ; he would not have lost sight altogether, as he did, of the 
question whether the Ryots named were or were not under contract 
and advances ; and he could not have passed a sentence for what, even 
if the affirmative of that question had Been proved, a glance at the Law 
would have shown not to be any offence. 



( 027 ) 


4. Apart from the judicial character of the trial, Mr. Bolts should 
have scon, that to commence operations by sending the Legal Agent of 
a mass of Defendants to prison for six months or a year, must have 
impressed the people with the conviction that he was there not to judge 
equitably between the two parties, but to support one party, right or 
wrong, and to prevent the other party from obtaining even a fair 
hearing. The character of the late measures must have suflered injury 
in the eyes of the people by such an arbitrary act. 

5. It has been reported that, in consequence of this unlawful and 
unjust proceeding, the Ryots in that quarter found it impossible to 
get any Mooktears to defend them. TIow much wrong may have thus 
indirectly resulted from this act it is impossible to say. The Lieutenant- 
Governor is very ready to believe that Mr. Betts had not these conse- 
quences in his mind ; but, as a Magisterial OflBccr, he ought to have 
liad them in mind, and he is much to blame for his hasty and impulsive 
proceedings in a judicial case. 

6. Mr. Betts will now be permitted to resume charge of his duties 
at Diamond Harbour. 



No. XXIX. 


i'rcmi A. CiROTi', JCt-Q., Coinniissionor of tlie Kuddoa Division, to tlie Secre- 
tary to the Oovcrniiicnt of Dengal, — (No. lllCt., dated the 27th April 
18G0.) 

SiiJ, 


J TUCG to suhmit herewith three decisions of the Magistrate of 


Case's No.s. 100, 107 aiut 109. 


Nuddea in tlie breach of contract 
eases cited in the margin, together 
with cojiy of a Note vvlilch I have recorded on them. 

2. I liavc sent a copy of this Note to the Magistrate, witli instnic- 


“1 do not intond to Iny down uiiy rules for yonr p:nidnnco in 
assesMua: danl5\!:,e^ — the point is one whieh is loft entirely to the 
eoiihcience of tlu: Presidiiie: Othcer of the Siuninnry Couit; hut 
I wisli to draw ^onr attonlion to the many eonsideratioiis which 
may he uj^^ed on the Itjoth' side, ut lea.st in arjiiij^^ation ol pe- 
nalty. 

It is the more necessary to do this, if, as 1 fear, the It>ots 
find a difiicnlty in ohtaining; h'ji’ul assistance in defending their 
casi's consequent on the hitij ('onvictioii in JVIr. llctts’ Court. 

“Ill the form in which thcsi' cases are r(])orted, the heading 
“(himo diarged*’ should lie erased, and “Kature of Cfienco*’ 
suhstituted. The haw does not stamp Broach of Conti act as a 
crime. Tin* action to establish the hreach, and to obtain the re- 
medy for it, is purely Civil.” 


lions, wliich 1 also 
fpioie in the margin, 
and my object in 
informing Government 
of what I have done 
is to ohtaiii greater 
weight for my observa- 
tions, in the event of 
His Honor the Liente- 


iiant-Governor being able to concur with me. 


No. 196. 

Jaduh Chundcr Cliuckerbutty, Proscenfory 
versus 

Sadlioo Biswas, Defendant. 

Ckime Charged. — Breach of Contract under Section II., Act XI. 1800. 

Proceedijsgs. 

George Diehard Clarice, sworn, 2lst Jjjril ISGO, 

Question * — What do you consider to be the damage to wliich the 
breach of Contract of Sadhoo Biswas will expose you if he does not 

BOW ? 

Answer * — 23 Rupees a Beegah. 

Question * — How so? 

Ansiver * — This being tlie seventh month of the season all the heavy 
expenses of the PActory have been incurred. The only remaining 
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expenses are the value of the leaf and the maniifixctunn^ <*hnr|[v(‘s. An 
average crop is fifteen bundles per Beegah. A Vat holds niiudy bun- 
dles^ equal to six Beegahs. The average produce of a Vat is thirty 
seers of Indigo^ which^ at the current rates of 200 Rupees a maund, is 
150 Rupees. Deduct manufacturing charges, at 100 Rupees per thou- 
sand bundles, is 9 Rupees, and the value of the crop, ninety bundles, 
at six bundles per Rupee, is 15 Rupees. The balance is Rupees 120, 
which, divided between six Beegahs, is 21 Rupees, exclusive of Seed 
for which I claim two Rupees per Beegah. I have purchased the Seed, 
and it is useless if not sown. 

QjieHlou , — You reckon three bundles of Indigo then to yield a seer 
of Dye? 

Answer. — Yes. This is not an extraordinary yield. 

Defendant’s Mooktear has no question to ask. 

PlahilHf sworn . — I am Gomashta of Tengra. 

On November 29th or 30th, I gave Defendant cash 0 Rupees, on his 
agreement to sow nine and half Beegahs of land in Indigo. Before 
taking the cash he settled accounts and signed the Book. Afterwards 
tlio land was measured and marked, and he promised to take four seers 
of Seed per Beegah, which he now refuses to take, and he does not 
cultivate. 

By Defendant^ s self -consliMed Mooktear.— 1l\\q date of marking the 
land is to be found in the Chittahs. Put in Account, 


1.?^ Fartanjat Bohee. 


01(1 land under ad- 
vance. 

Under Contract 
this year. 

Cash ad vane- 1 
ed. 

Old balance 

i 

Total, 

i 

3 Beegahs j 

6’, 

Bs. As. P. 

6 0 0 

Ns. As. 1\ 

\ 

10 11 11 

JRs. As. P. 

22 11 11 


This Book was written by Gridhur Biswas at the very time, i. e. the 
Books are written out and the money was given on them. 

The Book bears Mr. Clarke’s signature, in several villages, opposite 
each man’s name. Not in this instance, as Mr, Clarke states he was 
not present in this case. 
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Produces tlie Rokur Bohccs, daily Cash-book. 

On date 29ih November, there is an entry between several other 
names of Defendant’s name for six Rupees. This Book is written by 
Gridliur Biswas. This Book contains the whole accounts of the Concern 
of every kind. 

Produces an advance Account-book, containing the accounts of each 
Ryot. Copy of ilie account is filed with the case. 

Last year the crop was indifferent. 

Defendant has no questions ; he merely denies the advance. 

Gridhur swears to the Books. 

The other witnesses prove the same. 

.Defendant^ present, denies the advance ; says he has never sown 
Indigo at all. 

Witnesses , — Never saw Defendant sow Indigo. 

Plaintiff sworn , — The custom has always been that the land is 
marked with the Ryot’s consent. I claim that the Ryot be ordered to 
sow on the lands so marked and measured. 

Ordered, that the Defendant sow nine and a half Beegahs in Indigo ; 
and that if he do not comply with the order, be pay into Court damages 
at the rate of twenty-three Rupees per Beegah, in default of which he 
be imprisoned for the term of three mouths in the Civil Jail. 

Defendant having refused to sow is sent to Jail. On paying the 
money he will be released, or on realization by the Nazir of the amount 
by attachment at the petition of the Plaintiff. 

(Signed) W. J. IIerscttel, 

The 21^^ Jpril 18C0. Officiating Magistrate, 


Nos. 197 AND 199. 

Jadub, Prosecutor j 
versus 

Case No. 197, Salim Sheikh; Case No. 199, Mahdaree Biswas, 

fendants. 

Proceedings. 

No. 197.— Plainttef deposes as in Case No. 190. 

Advance was two Rupees on one and a half Beegahs, 

Gridhur proves the writing of the Books. 

The Books are produced and support the charge. 
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Salim, Defendant, denies advance altogether. Witnesses tlie same. 
Ordered, that Delcndant sow one and a half Bcegalis in Indigo, and 
in default thereof, pay llnpccs 23 per Bcegali as damages, or, in lieu 
thereof, be imprisoned for three months in the Civil Jail. 

(Signed) W. J. Hbrsciiel, 

Opiating Magistrate, 


Case No. 199.— The same evidence. 

Advance, Rupees two on Beegahs seven. 

Plaintiff examined by Defendant’s constituted Mooktear (after un- 
important questions.) — The usual advance is two Rupees per Becgah. 
Only two Rupees was given on seven Beegahs this year, because he owed 
money to thq^ Factory. 

Bg the Coart , — Was the money given to the Ryot at the rate of two 
Rupees per Becgah cash, and then taken back, or was the deduction 
first made and cash then given ? 

Answer . — The cash was given after deduction. 

Question , — Did the Ryot understand that he was receiving cash 
advance at the rate of two Rupees a Beegah, so that the advance in this 
case only bound him to sow one Becgah, or did ho understand the 
advance to be an advance on each separate Beegah at a less rate than 
two Rupees a Becgah ? 

Answer.— Ulie rate understood is always two Rupees a Beegah, but 
casli is net given to that extent, because he is in debt. It will always be 
found that the balances and new advance together will equal a sum of^ 
two Rupees per Beegah contracted for. The new advance always binds 
the whole contract. 

Bg Defendant . — Was the cash advance then on one Beegah, and the 
advance (as by book debt) on six Beegahs ? 

Answer.— The Ryot could not ; nor could I go on to any particular 
one Beegah and say this is under advance of cash two Rupees, and then 
into six other Beegahs and say these are under advance of old balances. 

Question and Answer . — Defendant received a hatchitta^ which he took 
away with him that same day. 

It has always been the custom to sign the Books, i, e. for the Ryot 
to do so. 

Signatures in book and in Mooktearnamah compared. They arc not 
similar, but they might have been written by the same person, I think. 



( m ) 


Quedion htj Thfemlanl . — What became of the money entered to pay 
for stamps? It is an old custom. The stamps have not been bought, 
(N. B . — No Kabooleuls filed.) 

All Ryots don^t sign, only those who can write, do so. Those who 
can’t, don’t sign at all. 

MADirAiiEK denies altogether as above. Witnesses the same, 

OiiDKUED, that Defendant cultivate seven Becgahs of land in Indigo, 
or, in default, pay Company’s Rupees twenty-three per Beegah, in lieu 
of which he be imprisoned for three months in the Civil Jail. 

Both the Defendants refusing fo sow, and not having paid the da- 
mages, are committed to Jail. On payment or realization of the 
amount, they will be rdonsed. 

On the a])pli(*ation of tlic Plaintiff, the Nazir will attach their pro- 
perty to the amount of the damages and cost of attachment. 

(Signed) W. J. Hersciiel, 

Officiating Maguirate, 


Mr. VV. J. Hersciiel, Cases Nos. 196, 107 and 199. 

In these cases the Defendant’s idea is in denial of the alleged ad- 
vance. He docs not seem to have been asked whether he took any 
money from the Gomashtah ; but as his witness deposes that he had 
never seen Defendants grow ludigo, I presume the plea was intended 
to deny the receipt of any payment whatever. 

The damages assessed arc very high.— Rupees per Beegah, value 
of the produce which ought to be delivered, and two Rupees per Beegah 
for Seed — total 23 Rupees. This is on the assumption of fifteen bun- 
dles of Plant per Beegah as an average crop. Mr. Clarke’s evidence 
is to the effect that, for a payment of d Rupees 8 annas, m., 2 Rupees 
8 annas for Plant (at the rate of six bundles per Rupee), and 2 Rupees 
for Seed to the Ryot, he is entitled to 23 Rupees, tvhich represents the 
market value of the manufactured article, profits included. 

I cannot see that this is a fair way of assessing the damages. The 
Ryot is bound by his contract to give the whole outturn of his field, 
and taking the outturn to be an average one of fifteen bundles, the 
only price which he can claim, at the six bundle rate, is 2^ Rupees. 
I'rom this he has to pay rent and cultivation charges. 
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Damages sustained by the Planter by reason of the breach of con- 
tract is the expression used in the Law. By losing his fifteen bundles, 
the Planter loses the opportunity of obtaining five seers of Dye, e(inal 
in value, at the rate of 200 Rupees per maund, to 20 Rupees. 
“This,” says Mr. Clarke, “is not an extraordinary yield.” 

But the damages should, 1 think, be assessed, considering what an 
uncertain outturn that of Indigo Plant is, for a prospective los.s, very 
much below that of an outt irn, which would only be not an extraordi- 
nary one. Heavy rain when the Plant was ready for cutting would pre- 
vent the Planter from getting above half a seer of Dye from his three 
bundles. 

If the Ryot can show that ordinarily the six bundle rate of payment, 
on an average outturn, leaves him a loser on the contract, after paying 
rent and cultivation charges, I think the extent of his loss may be 
set off against that of the Planter. 

(Signed) A. Gbote, 

Commissioner. 


From A. R. youNO, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Advocate-General, — (No. 2055, dated the 20th April 1860.) 


Sut, 

In forwarding to you the accompanying copy of a letter* from 


* No. lllCt., (lilted the 27th instant. 


the Commissioner of Niiddea, with 
its enclosures in original, relative 


to certain cases of hreacli of contract tried under Act XT, of the 


current year, I am directed to state that the Lieutenant-Governor will 
he greatly obliged if you will send him a legal 02 )inion, such as can be 
circulated amongst the Magistrates, explaining the principles on which 
damages in these cases should be assessed. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor regrets to trouble you in such an affair, 
but the Law, as finally passed, gives an equitable jurisdiction of the 
highest character to the Magistrates, Assistant Magistrates, and Deputy 
Magistrates employed to execute it, without appeal; wherefore no Court 
or Office exists having authority to lay down any rules or principles for 
the guidance of these gentlemen, none of whom have experience in the 
administration of Civil justice in othm* than rent suits. But the 
Lieutenant-Governor is sure that they will all avail themselves thank- 
fully of your opinion. The Lieutenant-Governor is informed that the 



{ G31 ) 


usual rale of damages assessed has been 10 Uiipees a Beogah ; but in 
eases under notice, the rate is Rupees 23 a Ceegah, and the correspond- 
ence relating thereto seems to show the principles of assessment ob- 
served are not uniform. 

3. The return of the original papers is requested with your reply. 


From W. llrTCiiri':, Esq., Advociito-General, to A. 11. Young, Esq., Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, — (dated the 3rd May 1800.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter No. 2055, dated the 13th ultimo, I have 
the honor to send herewith my opinion on the ease submitted by you. 

I return the original enclosures. 


Opinion of W. Ritchie, Esq., Advocate-General, — (dated the 3rd May 18G0.) 

I THINK that the damages to be awarded under Act No. XI. of I SGO 
should be assessed upon the same principles as are applicable to the 
assessment of damages in the Civil Courts upon ordinary contracts. 

Those principles may be generally stated thus in tlie words of an 

Baron AW, -rson, in Ha^lloy verms Boxen- eminent Euglisll Judge in a rCCeilt 
dale anil others. 9 Exchcii. 311, Case 

AVhere two parties have made a contract which one of them has 
broken, the damages which the other party ought to receive in respect 
of such breach of contract should he either, Jh'sfy such as may fairly 
and reasonably be considered as arising naturally, I, e, accordingly to the 
usual course of things, from such breach of contract itself; or, secondly, 
such as may reasonably be supposed to have been in the contemplation 
of both parties at the time they make the contract as the probable 
result of the breach of it. Now, if the special circumstances under 
which the contract was made were communicated by the Plaintifi* to the 
Defendant, and thus known to both parties, the damages resulting from 
the breach of such a contract, which they wmuld reasonably contemplate, 
would bo the amount of injury which would ordinarily follow from a 
breach of contract under those special circumstances so made and com- 
municated. 

But, on the other hand, if those special circumstances were wholly 
unknown to the party breaking the contract, he, at the most, could only 
be supposed to have had in his contemplation the amount of injury which 
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would arise generally, and in ilic great muliiiudo of eases not afreeted 
by any special circumstances from such a breach of conirnci/^ 

These principles are not peculiar to English Law, but are substantially 
similar to those in force in Prance and America, touching the assessnieiit 
of damages, and are such as ought, I think, to prevail in the Mofussil 
Courts, as being in accordance with general principles of equity and 
good conscience. 

Applying these principles to a breach of contract under the Act of 
1800, the Magistrate has to assess the damages sustained by the 
Planter by reason of a breach by the Ryot of his contract to cultivate a 
certain quantity of land with Indigo Plant during the present season. 

The question th^n will be, what is the amount of damage that can 
Aiirly and reasonably be considered as arising naturally and according to 
the usual course of things from the breach by the Ryot of his coui raet 
to cultivate Indigo Plant, or as being fairly within the contemplation 
of both parties at the time they made the contract ? 

Now, supposing the Ryot, instead of breaking, to perform his contract, 
the Indigo Planter would receive from him the produce in Indigo Plant 
of the quantity of the land agreed to he cultivated, on payment of a 
certain final price, which 1 take from the papers to be in some Districts 
one Rupee for six bundles. 

The direct and immediate loss to the Planter from the breach of 
contract is the loss of the value to him of the Plant at the time he ought 
to have received it, less the price he would have had to pay for it, plm 
any expense properly incurred by liini under the contract, and rendered 
fruitless by the refusal to cultivate, such as that incurred for Indigo Seed. 

Now, if the Plant, when riptJ and ready for delivery, were an article 
of Commerce which could be brought in the market (as Corn in Eng- 
land could), the value of the Plant as an element in the damages would 
he estimated at the price at which the Planter could procure an equiva- 
lent quantity of Plant, plm the additional costs of carriage to the Fac- 
tory. In that case the Planter would have nothing to do upon the 
Defendant’s failure to perform his contract but to buy Plant elsewhere, 
and use it for the purposes for which he intended to use that contracted 
for. But as the Plant is not procurable in the market, and the Planter 
cannot consequently, by a mere purchase of other Plant, place himself in 
the same position as if the Ryot had performed his contract, some other 
evidence of value must be resorted to. Now, it is well known to the 
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Ryot at the time of the contract that the Planter requires the Plant con- 
tracted for, for the purpose of manufacturing, and that, if default is 
made in cultivating, he cannot procure Plant in substitution elsewhere. 
Therefore, I think, the true criterion (and the only one available under 
the circumstances,) is the probable value of the quantity of manufac- 
tured Indigo which, under ordinary circumstances, would be the product 
of the Plant that ought to have been delivered, less all expenses of 
manufacturing, the contract price payable for the Plant, and a fair 
discount upon the price of that Indigo, which would not be payable till 
after the close of the manufacturing season, after making a fair deduc- 
tion for the ordinary risks to which the Planter is exposed from the 
time when the contract of the Ryot is performed lyr delivery to the 
completion of the manufacture. 

Thus taking the case in which Rupees 23 per Beegah was awarded 

upon the evidence of the Plaintiff as 
noted in the margin. Supposing the 
Phiintiff^s data, which constituted the 
only evidence on the point, corvecti 
I think the Magistrate's general 
conclusion is right in principle, and 
that the only error in detail commit- 
ted in it is the omission to deduct 
any sum by way of discount in res- 
pect of the time which laid to run 
until the price of llie Indigo would 
have been reasonable, and the omis- 
sion to deduct the expense of car- 
riage of the Indigo from the Fac- 
tory to the place of sale, which 1 
presume is Calcutta, unless indeed 
that expense was included in the 
cost of manufacture/^ 

For upon the Plaintiff’s evidence, as it stands. Rupees 25 is the 
probable market value 'of five seers. The quantity of manufactured 
Indigo which, under ordinary circumstances, would be the product of 
fifteen bundles : which fifteen bundles again would be the probable 
average quantity which, under ordinary circumstances, would be deliver- 
able for each Beegah in the contract 


riaintiff fiworn. 

April 1860. 

Question . — What dc» you coiusidcr to he the 
(laiiiapje to which Uio hrcjich of contract of 
Saillioo Biswas will t^xpose you if ho does not 
sow f 

Avswert — 23 Uupeca a Beegah. 

Quest ion . — 1 low so P 

Answer . — This being the seventh month of 
the s(*ason, all the heavy expenses of the Fac- 
tor) have heen nicuvrod. The only remaining 
exjienscs are the value of the leaf and the 
manufacturing charges. An average cro}> is 
fifteen bundles per Beegah. A Vat holds ninety 
bundles, equal t») six Ileegalis. The average 
pvoiluce of a Vat is thirty seers of Indigo, 
wbicb, at the cuneut rates of 200 liupces a 
inaund, is 150 Ru])ees. l)ediu*t manufacturing 
ciiarges, at 1(K) Uiqioes per 1000 bundles, is 
9 Rupees, Jind the value of the crop, ninety 
bundles, at six bundles per Kujioe, is 15 Ilupec-.. 
The balance is 126 Rupees, which, divided he- 
tw'een >\x Beegahs, is 21 Rupees, exclusive of 
Seed, for which 1 claim 2 Rupees per Beegah. 
I have purchased the Seed, and it is useless if 
not sown. 

Question. — V<m reckon three lamdles of In- 
digo then to yield a seer of Jlyo P 

Answer. — Ves. This is not an extraordinary 
yield. 
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The expenses of manufacture of the quantity are llu))ees 1-8. Tlie 
contract price at six bundles the Rupee, is Rupees 2-8, deducting which, 
Rupees 21 remains, to which Rupees two, the price of Seed lost, and for 
which, as I understand, the Ryot would have had to pay, has to be added. 

In this calculation, if *^1116 Plaintiff is correct in his facts, a fair deduc- 
tion for the ordinary risks of the Planter must have been made, because 
he professes to give a fair average, not only of the bundles per Beegah, 
but of the outturn of such bundles in the Vats, which, as I understand 
it, implies an average after allowing for ordinary risks. 

Assuming the correctness of the evidence, therefore, the only deduc- 
tions which, according to the rule above laid down, ought to have been 
made, and which have not been made by Mr. Hersehel, arc the deduc- 
tions above referred to for discount, which should be calculated at the 
rate usual in the District up to the time when this Indigo could have 
been sold, and for carriage. 

I think, however, that, in dealing with such claims, the Magistrates 
ought to satisfy themselves of the accuracy of the calculation made by 
the Plaintiff upon which his estimate of damages is founded, and should 
not award the full amount claimed. According to this calculation, 
unless tlioroughly assured of its correctness, the result of a value of 23 
Rupees to the Planter, of an article for which he contracts to pay only 
Rupees 2-8, is a startling one, and a Court having to assess damages on 
such a contract should look cautiously at the evidence given by one ol‘ 
the parties as to the amount of probable prolit which the other parly 
cannot possibly meet, as it lies mainly within the knowledge of the 
Plaintiff; and the Court may fairly take into consideration, witli a view 
to reducing such damages, the many contingencies which might render 
the outturn of a season less favorable than a sanguine man may 
honestly believe it likely to be. The rate of Indigo (Rupees 200) per 
maund, upon which the Plaintiff’s calculations are wholly based, is itself 
a high one, and a Magistrate, before adopting so high a rate, should be 
hilly satisfied in his own mind that, as far as it is possible now to judge, 
there is a fair probability of that price being realized for such season’s 
crop, supposing the season to be such as to admit of an outturn of fifteen 
bundles per Beegah, which is the assumption on which the Plainlifl’ relies, 
than as to such statements as the following, extracted from the case n?- 
lerred to : An average crop is fifteen bundles per Beegah. A Vat holds 

ninety bundles, equal to six Beegalis, and the avej’age produce of u 
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Vat is tliirly seers/^ The Magistrate, before adoptingjt his calculation, 
should be satisfied that these are really fair averages, after making allow- 
ance for fluctuation of seasons and all risks to which Indigo is subject either 
before the Plant is cut or afterwards, and when in the course of manufa- 
cture. 

In no case can the smallness of produce, or even the loss from the 
bargain to the Ryot, be properly taken into consideration in reduction of 
damages. If he is hound by the contract at all, the amount of damages 
to which he is liable must he measured by the loss to the other contract- 
ing party, by reason of its not having been performed, and the harder 
the bargain to the Ryot, of course the greater will that loss be. There can 
therefore be no set-off, as has been suggested, of the Ryot’s loss in con- 
sequence of the inadequacy, real or supposed, of the rates agreed on to 
enable him to meet his rents and cultivation charges. 

The*task of the Magistrates in applying the principles above laid 
down in the assessment of damages is no doubt a diflicult one, and 
requires much care and discrimination on their part. But I have no doubt 
that, by the terms of the Act, the Legislature has invested them witli the 
full power that the Civil Court would have, under ordinary circumstances, 
to assess the full amount of damages consequent on a breach of contract, 
reserving to the Ryot the option, while it is quite yet feasible, to relieve 
himself from such payment by cultivating according to his contract. 


From A. R. Youiro, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioners of the Nuddea and Rajshahye Divisions, and to all 
Magistrates and Deputy Magistrates and Joint Magistrates empowered 
to try Indigo Cases under Act XI. of I860,— (Nos. 2217, 2218, and 
2219, dated the 5ih May 1860.) 

Gentlemen, 

I AM directed to forward, for your information and 
guidance, a copy of a communication from the Advocate-General, in 
which are explained the principles on which damages should be assessed 
in cases adjudicated under Act XI. of 1860, 



( 639 ) 


From E. H, Lushikotoi^, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to tke Secretary to the aoveriiment of Bengal,— -(No. 131 Ct., 
dated the 12th May 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to submit, for the information of the Lieute- 
nant-Governor, the accompanying copy of a letter I have this day ad- 
dressed to the Magistrates of this Division, regarding the method to be 
followed in assessing damages on breach of contract to sow Indigo 
under Act XI. of 1860. 

2. The circumstances under which I thought it necessary to enter 
into these details are explained in the 1st paragraph of my letter above 
alluded to. 


From E. H. Lushington, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Niiddea 

Hi 

Division, to the Magistrates of Nuddea, Jessoro and Barraset, — 
(No. 81Ct., dated the 14th Mdy 1860.) 

Sir, 

On looking over the Statements of decisions for refusal to sow 
Indigo under Act XI. of 1860, forwarded to me from the Kishnaghur 
District, I notice generally that sufficient research and pains do not ap- 
pear to have been taken by those Officers previous to giving a decision 
against a Byot under advances within the meaning of the Act, to ascer- 
tain as correctly as possible at what rate the damages should be assessed, 
2. The general principle on which damages should be assessed has 
been laid down in the Advocate-GeneraPs opinion, forwarded to you by 
Endorsement No. 75, dated 8tli instant, but there are also particular 
points which should bo taken into consideration by the Presiding Officer 
before the amount in each case has been finally decided on. 

3. For instance, the lands of one Village may be much more capable 
of yielding a large crop of Indigo than the lands of another Village in 
the same Concern, and this no doubt is also equally true of the lands 
belonging to one and the same Village, some being highly suitable for 
the cultivation of the crop and others also suitable but in a less degree. 
The yield in the one case might be from fifteen to twenty bundles per 
Beegah, and the other little above one-half that quantity. 

4>. Under these circumstances, I think it would not be requiring too 
much if, in every practicable instance when Ryots arc under trial for 
breach of contract under Act XI., the Planters were called upon to 
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show what has been the average amount of Indigo which lias been 
obtained from those Ryots’ lands heretofore, and when this has been 
carefully ascertained, then to determine the amount of damages accord- 
ing to the principles laid down by Mr. Ritchie. 

5. As all the Planters profess to keep annual accounts, showing 
the exact number of bundles of Plant taken off each Beegah of land be- 
longing to those who are under advances to the Factory, there would be 
no hardship in calling upon them to produce these accounts. Cases would 
not be disposed of cpiite so quickly, and a separate judgment would be 
required in each individual case, but there can be no doubt that a much 
more equitable decision would be gained in each particular case than the 
records now before me seem to sliow. 

G. I would also particularly beg your attention to the remark made 
in the Advocate-General’s letter, that, in dealing with these cases, the 
Magis totes ought to satisfy themselves of the accuracy of the calcu- 
lation made by the Plaintifl* upon which his estimate of damages is 
Ibundcd. Collateral evidence by the production of the Books of the 
Factory should be invariably required, and no item should be omitted 
which would affect the result of that calculation. For instance, I 
would remark in the case entered in the margin of Mr. Ritchie’s 
letter, all charges ou account of package, transport, insurance, commis- 
sion charges of sale, have been ignored ; and this I tliiiik is clearly incor- 
rect, as obviously tending to raise the damages to a higher standard 
than the Planters are fairly entitled to claim. The above particulars 
could not of course bo obtained for this year, but a call on the Planter 
for the Books of the past season would clearly show at what figure they 
might be fairly estimated. 

7. There remains yet one point to which I would beg 5 ^our atten- 
tion in this important subject. In a Kubooleut now before me, execut- 
ed by one of the Ryots of Joyrampore, it is stated as follows ; — '^For 
any neglect of sowing and supplying leaves, I shall pay 10 Rupees per 
Beegah as the profit which would have accrued from Indigo thus da- 
maged.” The above sum may be fairly taken as the maximum loss the 
Planter would sustain on the failure of the Ryot to perform his contract. 
If such a case were brought to trial in a Civil Court no damages would 
be given in excess of the amount thus expressly recorded in the con- 
tract. You arc now in the position of a Civil Judge for the trial of 
those cases, and when Kuboolcuts arc produced on a trial distinctly ex- 
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pressing tlic amount of damages the Planter has agreed io take from 
the party executing the Kuhoolcnt on his failure to perform his part of 
tlie agreement, I do not think it would be equitable or fair to* decree 
any sum in excess of it. 


From A. E. Youko, Esij., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
OlTiciating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division,— (No. 2534, dated the 
17th May 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
dated the 13th instant, and in reply to inform you that the 
Lieutenant-Gojernor agrees with you in thinking that suflicient pains 
have not been taken by the Magisterial Officers acting under Act XI. 
of 1860, to obtain reliable grounds for forming an equitable assessment 
of damages, before such damages are assessed. The cautions contained 
in your letter to the Magistrates, whereof a copy was inclosed with 
your letter under reply, appear to the Lieutenant-Governor quite 
proper. 

2. Magistrates must remember that the Law, as passed, vests them 
in these cases with the functions of a Supreme Court of Equity, from 
which there is no appeal, and they should therefore require, in assessing 
damages, evidence that would satisfy the conscience of a Court of 
Equity. An assessment greatly above, or greatly below the reality, 
may be the ruin of one or other of the parties. 

8. When a Ryot has finally elected not to cultivate, but rather to 
pay in full the actual damage which his breach of contract causes to 
the other contracting party, (which it appears is the cause taken now 
by some Ryots), and when he has the means as well as the will to do 
BO, all those special considerations on which the late special and tem- 
porary Law is founded cease to have any effect ; and the case in every 
point of view is reduced to a simple Civil suit ; the result of the suit 
is just, only when the Planter loses nothing and gains nothing by the 
Ryot’s default ; and if ordinary pains in order to make a reasonable 
approximation towards such a result are not taken, injustice is com- 
mitted. The duty of deciding such suits in the last resort has fallen 
upon the Magisterial Officers; but the nature of the suits is not 
altered ; allowance will Ijc made for want of experience in such cases, 
but no allowance will be made for want of painstaking. 



( ) 


From A. H. YoUNa, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to A. J. 
\L Bainbbidge, Esq., Ofliciating Magistrate of Puhna, — (ISTo. 3165, 
dated the 11th June 1860.) 


Sir, 

In the Extract from your demi-official letter of the 7th in- 


** I liavo not seen the llyots here j^et, hut from Mr. 
Davis’ account, the position is exactly the same, except 
(hat hero the Kyots deny having taken Cart advances. 
If so, of course thc(y cannot bo compelled to take 
them. Mr. Davis says there is nothing in the Law 
about Carts and Boats, and these advances do notcome 
\inder it. In my opinion they form part of the con- 
tract for cultivaiing ludigo.” 


slant, to the adidress of the 
Commissioner of Rajshahye, 
quoted in the margin, a ques- 
tion is raised as to the bearing 
of the Indigo Act XI. of 1860, 
on the contracts under ad- 


vances for the supply of Carts and Boats to Indigo Factories. As the 
question is one of great importance, it is necessary that% legal opinion 
should be taken upon it. I am therefore desired to request that you 
will prepare, as soon as possible, a complete statement of the case, in 
which the facts must be fully, clearly and positively stated, and that 
you will send it to this Office in order to its being laid before the Advo- 
cate-General for his opinion. 


From A. J. B. Bainbridge, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Pubiia, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 319, dated tlie 22nd 
J uue 1860.) 

Sill, 

In reply to your letter No. 3165, of 14tli instant, I have the 
honor to submit the cases to which I referred 

No. 1. — An agreement has been entered into to cultivate Indigo and 
convey the crop to the Factory. A cash advance was made at the time 
on account of the agreement. 

A further cash advance has been paid in the present season to the 
contracting Ryot on account of Boats or Carts. 

There is also an old balance against him in the Hictory Books on the 
game account. . 

The Contractor refuses to supply Carts or Boats, but is willing to 
convey his own crop to the Factory Vats. 

Has the Magistrate jurisdiction ? 

No. 2. — ^Thcre is a similar agreement and cash advance paid at the time. 

The contracting Ryot has not received a further cash advance this 
season on account of Boats or Carts ; he declines to do so, and refuses to 
supply etther, but is willing to convey his own crop to the Factory Vats, 
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Up to this season he has always taken llie advance foi^ and su}>phiHi 
Boats or Carls, and there is a balance on that account a'jainst him 
ill the Factory Books. 

Has the Magistrate jurisdiction ? 

Nos. 3 and 4 arc Cases Nos. 1 and 2, but without the Clause in the 
original agreement, and convey the crop to the Factory 


From H. Bell, Esq., Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Advocate-General, — (No. 3199, dated the 3rd Jul}’' 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to forward to you a copy of the correspondence 
noted on the margin, and to state that 
3105 , a iUH\ tho I itii Juno iboo. thc Licutenant-Govemor will be 

ol'IigoJ % y<»T opinion on tlio question 
therein raised as to the bearing of thc 
Indigo Act No. XI. of 1800, on thc contracts under advances for the 
supply of Carts and Boats to Indigo Factories. 


From W. IIitciiie, Esq., Advocate-General, to II. Bell, Esq„ Undor-Socrc- 
tar> to thc Government of Bengal, — (dated the 11th July 1860.) 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge thc receipt of your letter No. 
3199, dated the 3rd instant, and to enclose my opinion on the question 
therein referred to. , 


Opinion of W. Ritchie, Esq., Advocate-General. 

I AM of opinion that under an agreement to cultivate Indigo and 
convey thc crop to the Factory, extending to the present season, upon 
which a cash advance applicable to thc present season has been made, 
the Magistrate haJ^urisdiction, by virtue of Act No. XI. of 1860, in 
case of a breach of such engagement, either by refusal to cultivate or 
by refusal to convey the crop to the Factory. The breach of agree- 
ment for which the Act^ affords a remedy may either be by wilful delay, 
or omission to cultivate, according to the condition of such agreement, 
or by wilful delay or omission otherwise to fulfil his engagement.*^ 
The agreement to cultivate, mentioned in the Act, may well extend to 
the conveyance of the crop to the Factory, and if it does, the wilful 
omissiou so to convey will clearly be a breach cogiiizablc under the Act. 
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i. When, on the other hand, there is no clause or provision in the 
agreement to cultivate, to the effect that the Ilyot is to convey the 
crop to the Factory, the circiunstanee that, under a separate arrange- 
ment, the Eyot receives a cash advance expressly for the purpose of 
conveying the crop to the Factory will not bring a breach of the agree- 
ment to convey within the provisions of the Act ; for it is only in 
case of a breach of the agreement, whereby the Ryot binds himself to 
cultivate for the present season, that jurisdiction is given to the 
Magistrate ; and although, if that agreement contain collateral engage- 
ments as to the mode of performing or completing the principal engage- 
ments, a breach of such collateral engagements will be within the pro- 
visions of the Act : a distinct agreement to perform any collateral act, 
not proving part of the original agreement to cultivate, is not, and con- 
sequently a breach of it is not, within the Act. 

3, These remarks dispose of the Cases put by Mr, Bainbridge as 
Nos. 3 and 4, neither of which are within the Act, as the original 
agreement contains no provision for the conveyance of the crop to the 
Factory; but they do not dispose of the Cases Nos, 1 and 2, which, as I, 
understand them, turn upon a specialty, to which I will now advert. 

4, It is said in No. 1 that the Contractor refuses to 9ui)))ly Carts 
and Boats, but is willing to convey his own crop to the Factory Vais. 

5, It is also said that the original agreement was to cultivate 
Indigo and convey the crop to the Factory, without saying anything 
as to providing Carts or Boats, or as to the mode of conveying* to 
the Factory. 

G, In this state of things the Magistrate will have no jurisdiction ; 
for there is no wilful delay or omission either to cultivate, or otherwise 
to fullil the' HyoFs engagement, as contained in his agreement to cul- 
tivate, A subsequent separate engagement by the Ryot upon an 
advance expressly made to supply Boats or Cartl^by which I under- 
stand a supply of Boats or Carts to the Planters to enable his people to 
move the crop to the Factory), though it amounts to a valid agreement 
upon a sufficient consideration , enforceable in the ordinary Courts, is 
not part of the Ryot's agreement to cultivate, in respect of which 
alone the Magistrate has jurisdiction, 

7*. A fortiori^ in Case No. 2, the Magistrate will have no jurisdic- 
tion, no cash advance having been made upon the engagement to 
supply Boats or Carts for the I'rescnt season. 



( Ci5 ) 


S. Til both Cases Nos. ] and 2, Contractor is staled to be 
to carry his own crop to the Factory Vats. He therefore lias committed 
no breach of the engagement to convey the crop to the Factory, stated 
to be contained in his original agreement to cultivate ; and in order io 
render him liable for not doing more than he is willing to do, it is neces* 
sary to resort to an agreement other than the agreement to cultivate. 

9. But if in these cases tlie original agreement had been to culti- 
vate and to supply Carts or Boats to the Planter to convey the crop 
to the Factory/^ or to cultivate, and cither to convey the cro}) to tlio 
Factory or to supply Carts or Boats to the Planter for that purpose, at 
the option of the Planlcr, T should have been of opinion, according to 
the principles stated in paragrajdis 1 and 2, l)oth Cases Nos. 1 and 2 
fell within the Act, and that the refusal to su])[)ly Carts or Boats under 
such an agreement was a wilful omission to fulfil the Contractor’s 
engagement, which gives the Magistrate jurisdiction. 


Circular from A. Tv. YouTs’^a, Esq., Secretary to tlie Government of Bengal, lo 
Magisterial Officers in the Indigo Districts, — (dated the 14th Jidy iSdO.) * 
SlK, 

I AM directed to forward, for your iiiformtition and guidance, a 
copy of the correspondence, noted in 

Letter to Oltieiatinpr Majjcistrate of .. . ... j i 

I’ninva, No. 3i()5, dated 1 nil June 1860. thc margin, relative to tUc bearing 

Of the Indigo Act No..XT.of ISOO, 
on contracts under advances for the 
j itll *Ju!y mil) diitoi gnpply of Carts and Boats to Indigo 

Factories. 


0])inion of W. Bitcuie, Esq., Advocate-General, — (dated the 20th 

t, July 1860.) 

1 THINK that, after a Magistrate has ordered specific performance 
of an agreement to cultivate Indigo under Act XT. of 1860, the 
Magistrate, if he has ascertained that a certain quantity of Plant has 
been grown in pursuance of the agreement, but that the Ryot 
refuses either to deliver such Plant, or to allow the Planter to take it, 
may prevent the Ryot from removing that Plant for any other jnirpose 
than thatol delivering it to the Planter, or from selling or alienating 
it to any other person : — and may also protect the Planter in taking deli- 
very and reinoving to the Factory the Plant which has been ascertained 
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to te the svilyecl of tlio order for the specific performance^ to the extent 
of seeing that no breach of the peace is committed by the Ryots or 
f)thor 9 in opjiosing sneh tahing delivery and removal. 

2. Beyond this, I do not think the Magistrate can interfere after 
the order for specific performance itself, until an application is made 
either to levy the damages assessed from the property of the Defendant 
or for the imprisonment of the debtor, or for both such orders. Upon 
an aiiplication for the former order, there is no reason why the Plant in 
dispute shall not be attached, and sold in execution, or why the Planter 
should not purchase it, setting off the price against the amount of 
damage awarded : — l)ut then there must elapse at least fifteen days 
between the ordtu* of sale being notified by the Magistrate in his 
(hdfhcvry and the actual sale. In the meantime, however, all proper 
jc'ccauliv)!! may be taken for the preservation of the Plant, which, from 
the dale ol altachmcnt to that of sale, will be in the charge and 
custody oi’ llu' Jlagistratc. 

Jh 1 leivc (‘ousidered whether the Magistrate could not, as soon 
a*s hehasoidcred spv?cific performance, order the attachment of the 
Plant itself, and carry out himself the order for specific performance by 
delivering the Plant so attached to the Plaintiff. It is to be regretted 
that the Act has not a provision to that efiect, as it seems scarcely 
reasonable that tlie Magistrate should have power to attach at 
once any crop other than Indigo which may have been grown on 
the premises, as a security for the PlantifPs damages which is 
given by Section II., but yet shall have no power to attach and the 
Plaintili* the bench t of the very crop to which he has established his 
right before the Magistrate. But the Act certainly gives no powder to 
the Magistrate to attach the Indigo Plant grown under the agreomont, 
at any time before he is moved by the Plaintifl’ to levy the damages 
assessed, and he can then only proceed by attachment and sale in 
the mode prescribed by Act VIII. of 1859. 

4. It is clear that, before the order for specific performance of 
awarding damages is passed, the Magistrate has, under the Act, no 
power of interference with the Plant, except to the extent of seeing 
that no breach of the peace is committed by persons out of possession, 
and claiming it, whether rightfully or wrongfully, and endeavouring to 
take it by force out of the possession of Ryots or others in peaceable 
possession of it. 
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From A. R. YotTNG, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to tlie 
Coimiiissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 3834, dated the 21st 
July 18G0.) 

Sill, 

It has been brought to the notice of the Lieutenant-Governor 
that in the neighbourhood of the Magoorah Sub-Division, in Jessore, 
disputes have arisen between the Planters and Ryots regarding Crops 
of Indigo which the former claim and the latter refuse to deliver, 
alleging that they have received no advances, and that the (h’ops are 
their own to dispose of as they think proper. It is stated that, on 
application being made to Mr. Tayler, in charge of the Magoorah 
Sub-Division, that O ill cor has expressed himself as unable to do more 
than send out Police Peons to keep the peace. This seems hardly pro- 
bable, as Mr. Tayler must be aware that he is empowered and bound to 
encpiire into any suits which may be instituted before him in connection 
with the Indigo claimed by the Factory. In cas6, however, of any mis- 
apprehension on his part, I am to ixMjuest that you will direct Mr. Tayler 
to take up at once any suits under Act XI. of the current year, which 
may be brought before him, and to be prepared to go immediately to the 
spot, if any actions are lodged, in order to their being speedily decided. 

2, I am to take this opportunity ol forwarding to you fifteen copies 
of the Advocate-GencraFs Opinion of the manner in which Indigo Crops 
should be dealt with in connection with claims for breaches of contract 
under the new Act. You will be so good as to furnisli all Oiiioers in 
your Division engaged in carrying out the said Act with a copy of this 
Opinion for their guidance. 

From A. R. YouJJfO, Esq,, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, — (No. 3835, dated the 21st 
July 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to forward to you fifteen copies of the Advocate 
GeneraPs Opinion of the maimer in which Indigo Crops should be 
dealt with in connection with claims for breaches of contract under 
Act XI. of the current year; and I am to rcctuest that you will be so 
good as to furnish to all Officers engaged in carrying out the provisions 
of the said Act, a copy of this Opinion for their guidance. 



No. XXX. 

From K. Jl. LusiiiNciTON, Khq , Oiliciating Oommisyioner of ilio Niuldca 
.Division, to the 8(‘C‘r(‘iary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 127Ct., 
dated the 8th May 18G0.) 

Suij 

I HAVE tlie honor to submit, for the consideration and orders of 
the Lientcnant-Governor, the accompanying Statements, in original, of 
eases which have been tried by the Authorities in Nuddea under 
Sections V. and Yl. of Act XT. of 18G(). 

2. The meagre dclails which these Statements convey prevent my 
making such iiill comments on the particulars of each case as the 
oe(;asion may appear to require ; ])ut I would venture to observe that 
they will all bo found to contain sucli strong general probabilities in 
favor of the innocemeo of those who have been fouiid guilty, as to 
warrant my soliciting Ills Honor’s interference in their behalf, by 
granting them a free pardon, or at least reducing the very heavy 
sentences of fine and imprisonment which have been passed upon them. 

G. The first is ease No. 12. i'ho Prosecutor is a Factory servant 

of Bcerpore; and as the liyots of that 

Klioda lUix, Ta)\oedi’:ofr, • i i i t 

rvr.sHs neighbourhood are known to have been 

Taracliand Shoikli, mul fonv otlicrs. . . . 

conspicuous in retusing to come to terms 
with the Proprietor of Betirpore, it i^ V/ui reasonable to suppose that 
there was a very strong personal feeling between the accuser and the 
accused, and that whatever might be urged by the former against the 
latter should be rect‘lved with great scrutiny and caution. The story 
of the Prosecutor is that, when looking after the Indigo cultivation, 
he saw tlio Cattle of the Prisoners, tended by the Prisoners, eating 
down bis Mastfir’s Indigo. Notwithstanding there being twelve 
persons present engaged, according to the Prosecutor’s statement, 
in this unlawful act, be deposes to having taken the highly improbable 
step of endeavoring to surround the Cattle, but was prevented by tlieir 
owners. lie states lie was accompanied by three witnesses; but there 
is nothing on record shewing why these witnesses went with him ; 
whether they were servants of the Factory, and what means they had 
of knowing who tlio Defeiulants wereL Their depositions all differ on 
very material points. One actually identifies one of the Prisoners as 
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allot lu‘r person ; another says the Cattle were in charge of the Cuw-hcrd ; 
and none of them knew to whom the Cattle belonged. 

1. Of the nature of the defence the record affords little oppor- 
tunity of judging. Some of the accused appear to have contented 
tlicniselvcs with a simple denial, others brought forward an and in 
five instances this was admitted and the Prisoners released. I would 


respectfully observe that, if, out of twelve men sworn to as driving 
Cattle in broad day-light in the middle of a Plain, the Deputy Magistrate 
rejected the evidence against five out of the number, and discharged them 
on the plea that they were not there, something more than precisely the 
same evidence for the prosecution was required against the remaining 
Prisoners, on whom he passed an order of imprisonment and fine. 

5. Some stress must also, I tliink, be laid on the probability of the 
l^rosecutor^s story. It is well known that in Kishnagluir, and I believe in 
other parts of India, owners arc not in the habit of driving their own Cattle 
to graze. The Cattle of several parties are formed into one herd, which is 
made over to a Cow-herd, under whose charge it remains throughout 
the day. That the Indigo in this instance was eaten down may be per- 
fectly true, but it by no means follows that the Defendants drove their Cat- 
tle there in broad day -light, though Mr. IMaekenzic appears to think so. 

G. The next is a case of a \ery similar nature. The Prosecutor is re- 


No. 14. 

Dainoo Hai 
versus 

Sadoocliuni Coniiocar, and eleven ollicrs. 


corded in the Tabular form as a Ilyot 
under advances to the Beerporc Factory, 
hut further on in the Statement he 
is mentioned as a discarded servant. 


7. The presence of the witnesses on the occasion in question is 
accounted for on the ground that they went to cut the Prosecutor’s 
bamboos without his permission, and, on his proceeding to stop them, 
they all saw the Cattle of the Prisoners eating down the Indigo. No 
detail whatever is given of their examination, 

8. The main feature in the defence of the accused in this case is, 
that this complaint had been preferred against them in consequence of 
their refusal to sow Indigo, but this very important point never seems 
to have been enquired into. One of the Defendants is asserted to be 
a Faqueer, without cither cattle or lands, hut he is condemned with the 
rest, the Deputy Magistrate, Mr. Mackenzie, remarking that, if he 
lives by loafing on the Villagers, he would make common cause with 
them/’ and that he looks a sharp follow and is able-bodied.” 
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9. This is a case similar as regards tlie offence as the two prece- 

ding, though the witnesses arc not 

No. 11. , , , , 

brought together by quite so extraor- 

Blmgwan Gho8L*, T.ikc(j(Jgccr, i* j* r* • j 

vfrms dmary a combination oi circumstances. 

Blmran Muudul, aiul tour others. mi -n i. i c • mil 

The Prosecutor, as betore, is a Takecd- 
gecr; the witnesses servants in the employ of a Factory, and the accused 
are all found by them sitting under a Mangoe tree while their Cattle are 
citing up the Tiidigo. All the Defendants plead an alllji, but these arc 
set aside, and, in consideration of this being the first oflence in that 
Village, they received the ^MenienV^ sentence of a “quarter of a year’s 
imprisonment with labor, commutahle to fine of 25 Eupces each.” 

10. I noticed, in a remark of Mr. Herschcl’s on a case of this 
nature, that he has always found a slight punishment sufficient in such 
cases, and I think, even admitting this case to be true, of which I have 
great doubts, that it is one in which a really sliglit punishment would 
Jiave probably done all that was required. The men have now been in 
Jail nearly a fortnight. 

11. 1 have yeft one other case to bring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s 

^ notice. It is a ease under Section V., 

No. 7. 

— and the decision is by Mr. Platts, the 

SudGoriiddoo Sboikli _ . . 

versus Deputy Magistrate oi Kurn^einporc. 

Ilarjulhuii liis>waB, 'uid three others, t ^ mi • j j i 

12. The circumstances appear to be 
as follows ; — One of the Munduls, or Headman of the Village, gave a 
feast, and, on the Prosecutor not appearing, he was invited to join it. In 
the course of the entertainment he was asked by the Defendants why he 
had not joined their league not to sow Indigo, and that, on his refusing to 
do so, they threatened to put him out of eastc and drive him out of the 
Village. Three witnesses, who were reported to be present at the feast, 
support the Prosecutor’s statement, but the Mundul, in whose house the 
intimidation is said to have been made, is not one of them, nor has his de- 
position been taken at all. I would also notice another apparently serious 
omission on the part of the Deputy Magistrate in not having ascertained 
that the Prosecutor had entered into an agTcemeiit to cultivate Indigo. 
This seems essential to the establishment of the charge under Section 
V. My own opinion is, however, that the whole story is unworthy of 
credit. I would respectfully recommend that the sentences be reversed. 

13. In conclusion, I beg to report that I have desired the Magis- 
trates to forward to me the entire proceedings in all cases under Act XI, 


SudGoriKhloo Sheikh 
versus 

Ilarjulhuii 'uid three others. 
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as soon as they have disposed of them. This will not occasion any 
inconvenience, as the cases will not be required by the Magistrates 
except for record ; aild I shall then have better means of forming a 
more correct conclusion on the decisions under this Law than arc at 
present allbrded to me. 
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Sheikh, Mechoo Mundul, the other Taraehand Mundul, Manick, Baool 
Mundul, Moti Sheikh, Amir Sheikh, Roopo Hookree, Joshun Mundul, 
were eating down and destroying about four Beegahs of Indigo Plant. On 
seeing this he went to surround the Cattle, whereupon the Defendants came. 
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prevented him from snri’ounding the Cattle^ and snatched and took them 
away, Scetaram Boonwa, Sona Boonwa, and Bishonath Boonwa accom- 
panied him. Identified Defendants present. Cannot say how many Cows 
belonged to each Do fendautJniL knows the Cows belonged to Defendants. 

The witnesses Soelaram Boonwa and Bishonatli Boonwa depose to the 
like efieet. They donT however know to whom the Cattle helo^iged, but 
depose, point blank, to Defendants having fed the Cows on the Indigo, and 
to their liaving rescued the Cows. On identifying Defendants, Bishonatli 
called Mnnie.k Moti,’^ and on Maiiick giving dohai,’^ and saying he 
was IManick, Bishonatli chocked himself and called him hy his proper name. 

Sona Boonwa deposes much to the same effect, but bis testimony on 
one or two points is decidedly nnsalisfaciory. He said llakbals were 
feeding the Cows; afterwards Dofondanis came and res(?aed the Cattle. 
Then said that the five Defendants (convicted) were with the llal'kals. 

Local investigation in this case was conducteil l)y my Nazir, owing to my 
having gone to Ihirneypore, about live miles from Moheshnugor. TlicNazir 
finds and reports^afler local empiiry, that he found Cow dung and the 
prints of Cows’ feet on the spot, and found tbe tops of tbe Indigo Plant off. 

Taraeband Slieikli plea is denial, and says tliat tbe complainant has 
not been in bis Village since the mouth of Assiii last. That he does not 
know why he has been complained on. The Factory Cows and Buflliiocs 
cat that Indigo. 

Maniek Vlullick pleads denial, and makes a very similar defence. 

Moti Sheikh, to same eflect. 

Josliuu Sheikh, denial. Knows nothing, or why complaint preferred. 

Mechoo Mundul pleads denial ; he says their Cows don’t go to that mat. 

Oopal Sheikh, Rumzan Sheikh, and Osman Moolla sup])ort the de- 
fence, deposing to the truth of the several ]>leas advanced. 

After throwing overboard the evideiieo of Sona Boonwa, there remains 
sulFieicnt evidence, and evidence, in my opinion, suificienlly satisfactory, 
against Dofeudanis. 

I see no sufllcient reason to doubt that tbey maliciously damaged 
Indigo Plant by feeding Cows tbcrcon, and I therefore convict and sen- 
tence, as detailed in Columns 7 and 8. 

AV. L. Mackenzie, 

Camp PnooTiBAUiA, "> Dcpviy Magistrate^ 

The mh April 1860. ) 

P, 5. — On consideration of the defences of Amir Sheikh, Roopeband 
Mundul; Baool Aluiidul; Talook Sheikh; and Boro Tarachand Mundul 
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and of the depositions of their witnesses, Jamal Sheikh, Jadoo Sheikh, 
and Niiifer Sheikh, and the report of my Nazir, founded on local encpiiry 
at the Village of Parkoola, I have a just doubt as to the presence of these 
men, give them the benefit of that doubt, and direct their discharge, as 
I think it possible their plea of alihi is true. 

W. L. Mackenzie, 

The %^th 18G0. Deputy Magistrate. 

No. 1. 

STATEMENT oe CONVICTION. 

District Nuddea. 

Mr. JF. L. Mackenzie^ Beimty Magistrate. 
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He wenrnear the land and forbid them to have ilie Indigo caten^ upon 
which they tlireatcned him. Tlicy said to him, you now wish to keep 
your Indigo ; we will take your caste, burn down your house, and turn 
you out of the Village. There were forty or sixty head of Cattle in his 
land. They belonged to the Defendants, but he cannot specify how 
many Cows Ix'longed to each Defendant. The Defendants were tending 
their Cattle, and had sent their Rakhals home to eat their rice. On 
being confronted with the eleven Defendants present on the 19th 
instant he identified them all. He is a discarded servant of the Fac- 
tory ; is not now a servant. He accounts for the presence of Gopal 
Boonwa and Sohun Boonwa in this wise : They had come to cut bam- 
boos from a bamboo clump of his ; he went out to forbid them, and 
then saw Defendants grazing their Cattle on his land. This is in his 
examination in chief. Ilis witnesses Gopal Boonwa, Sohun Boonwa, 
and liamdluin Tceor fully support his story, deposing to the like effect. 
To avoid repetition 1 do not transcribe an abstract of each man^s 
deposition. They fully identify the Defendants Nos. 1 to 11, who 
were present when they were examined. As I was going to hold local 
enquiry at Chander Ghat in another case, I sent my Nazir to enquire 
if Indigo had been destroyed or damaged in this case. He finds and 
reports, after local enquiry, that he found prints of the feet of Cattle 
and Cow-dung on the land in question ; that Cattle appear to have made 
a road or thoroughfare through the land ; and that, from the ap])earance 
of the Indigo Plant tops, he is of opinion it has been eaten by Cattle. All 
the Defendants plead not guilty/^ and Defendants Nos. 1 to 10 and 
Defendant No. VZ all declare that the complaint Las been preferred 
against them in consequence of their refusal or unwillingness to sow 
Indigo; that complainant is a servant of the Factory, and has been 
induced by the Factory Ainlah to prefer this false complaint. Defen- 
dant No. 4 also pleads that his brother Teencowree Mundul has been im- 
prisoned in a case of destroying Indigo ; that he is frightened in conse- 
quence, and is aware he will be punished if he commits the offence. 
Defendant No. 6 also pleads that a brother of his has been sent to Jail. 
Defendant No. 0 says he has no ploughs anS only one Cow; that he 
hires himself out as a laborer ; that there are eSOO houses of Ryots in 
liis Village; that the 800 houses have been complained against; that the 
300 houses are all combined not to sow Indigo. Defendant No. 8 says 
the Village Cows don^t graze on that mfit, they graze on the West mat. 
There are 360 houses of Ryots in the Village ; they have not all been 
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complained against. Almost all the Chassas^^ have been complained 
against. There are about 300 houses of Chassas they have all been 
complained against. He has taken no Indigo advances ; no Indigo is 
sown on his fields. Almost all the Chassas” are unwilling to sow 
Indigo. Defendant 11, Hossein Ali, pleads he is a faqueer or beggar ; 
that he has no Chas Abad,”*or Cows, or relations in the Village he 
would go to assist. He says he was not a Lattial formerly, he was a 
Pecadah, ■ (1) Notobur Iloodro, (2) Srimunto Panrooey, (3) Kalichuru 
Gorai, have this day been examined in support of the defences. Noto- 
bur deposes to not having seen Defendants commit the oireuces with 
which they stand charged ; that there is no road-way for men ; that he 
did not hear the Defendants intimidate or threaten Damoo llai ; that 
the land in question is two or three russecs from his house. Sremunto* 
Panrooey gives similar testimony. Kalichurn Gorai gives evidence to 
like effect for Defendants 4 and 12 only. He says Hossein Ali, Faqueer, 
has a house in the Village, and lives in it ; that he (witness) was not at 
home on the 3rd Bysaek. Defendant No. 12, who was not present 
during the examination of Complainant and his witnesses, declines their 
being sent for to be confronted with him for the purpose of identification 
and cross-examination. Upon consideration of the whole of the evidence, 
I see no sufficient reason to doubt the truth of the complaint against 
one and all of the Defendants. The Village of Beerpore is most bitter 
against the Factory, and the Villagers are all combined against it. I 
think Hossein Ali, who calls himself a Faqueer, would be as bad as any, 
for, if he lives by loafing on the Villagers, he would make common 
cause with them. He looks a sharp fellow and is able-bodied. Seeing 
no sufficient reason to doubt the hoiia fides of the complaint, I convict 
and sentence, as detailed in Columns 7 and 8. This is the second time 
I have had to convict the Villagers of Beerpore under Section VI. of the 
new Law. 1 cannot therefore award a lighter punishment ; and 1 will be 
even more severe if this does not check the commission of this particu- 
lar offence in the Village, 

Ca.mp Phoolbauia, ■) W. L. Mackenzie, 

The Aj^ril 18G0. J Deputy Magistrate. 

Ojrdeus reserved on the Defendant Harra Malow ; Darogah to send 
in his remaining witnesses. 


The April 1860. 


W. L. Mackenzie, 
Deputy Magistrate. 
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No. 557D. 

Should the charge be repeated against this particular Village, I re- 
quest the Deputy Magistrate will make the most searching enquiry on 
the spot. It is almost incredible that Cattle trespass should continue 
after such severe punishment. I must repeat that in my own Villages a 
single light punishment has stopped it. 

W. J. Herschel, 

The SOth April 1860. Officiaiinff Magistrate. 


Memorandum by A. Grote, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
• Division, — (dated the 27th April 1860.) 

1 SHOULD like to have seen more cross-examination in this case. Such 
observations as the following are to be deprecated in these decisions, 
unless the fact comes out in the evidence : — The Village of Beerpore is 
most bitter against the Factory, and the Villagers are all combined 
against it.^^ This ought not to be a consideration in weighing the sen- 
tence which should be passed in a case like this, where specific charges 
are made by one Villager against a number of his neighbours^ 

The combination of Villagers not to grow Indigo is not an offence 
within the cognizance even of Act XL, but the way in which the Deputy 
Magistrate here alludes to it would lead me to suppose that he considers 
such combination to be at all events improper. 
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when the Cattle were rcscuoth Neamiit Sheikh, examined on the 17th 
instant, deposes that, on tlie day after tlie Bhug^obutti Jatra, Ramdhun 
DufTadar, Dewanat Sheikh and himself were sitting smoking where a 
house is being built for the Sahib ; that at this time complainant, ran 
up from the South, and said Cattle were eating and destroying the 
Sahib’s Indigo ; they accompanied him and saw that Cattle were eating 
Indigo. The Defendants (ho names all seven,) were sitting under a 
mangoe tree. On their surrounding the Cows, Defendants arose and made 
a noise ; a number of people came out of the Village and snatched away 
and rescued the Cows; that he recognized Jhoroo Mundul as one of 
those who had come out of the Village. On being confronted with the 
Defendants yesterday witness identified all five of the Defendants present. 
Does not know how many Cows belonged to each Defendant, Dewanat 
Christian, Chowkeydar, examined on the same day, deposes to the same 
effect. Ilamdhun Dass, ditto ditto. I went to the spot in person, and 
found that much damage had been done to the Indigo Plant by Cattle 
trespass. Defendant No. 1, Bharan Mundul, pleads denial, and that 
his Cattle do not feed on the mdt in question. He can assign no reason 
for having been complained on. Waris Sheikh, one of the witnesses 
examined in support of his defence, proves that his Cows feed on the 
South-west mat, and not on the mat mentioned ; he goes further, he 
says he was thatching a house in Bharan’s baree and saw the Cows feed- 
ing there. He commenced thatching the house on the day of the Bhug- 
gobutti Jatra, and was emploj^ed in that work for two or three days. 
Nepal worked with him. Gopal too was there making the thatch of his 
own house. Nepal Sheikh deposes much to the same effeet. Go 2 mI de- 
poses that, on the day after the Bhuggobutti Jatra, or on the 2nd or 3rd 
of the month, the A’^illage was burnt down, as were Bharan’s house and 
his own house, Bharan was employed all that day in repairing the 
thatch of his Covv-housc. He (witness) cut bamboos all day in view to 
re-building his own house. Defendant’s Cows feed on the South mat 
and drink water in the Surrasatee Khali. He did not sec Bharan go 
near his Cows all day. His house is about two russces distant. Knows he 
did not cause Indigo to be eaten, and so on. Defendant No. 2, Momeraj 
Biswas, pleads denial. He says we have not sown Indigo, hence this 
false complaint. His witnesses, Harrow Sheikh and Potai Mohaldar, in 
support of his defence, prove that they and ho went all round the Vil- 
lage of Turneyporc that day measuring out grain, and did not return 
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home till about 3 p. m. Defendants Nos. 3, 4, 5, Ilyder Miindub 
room Mundiil, and Ramcsliwar Mnndul plead denial. They can assion 
no reason for this complaint being preferred against them. Nepal Sheikh 
deposes, in support of Hyder^s defence, that Hydcr’s Cows did not eat In- 
digo ; that Hyder^s land adjoins his, and they ploughed together on the 
JJnd of the month from early morning till half-past 1 p. m.; that Gopal 
and he (Nepal) ploughed his (NepaPs) land, and that Hyder and his bro- 
ther Aman Sheikh ploughed Hyder’s land. Gopal Mundul deposes to the 
like effect. Koochubdee Sheikh and Moosde^n Ghoraraee prove an aliOi 
for the Defendant Kurreem Mundul. They dcjiosc to Defendant having 
called them and Bhotai Khan to thatch the house of his brother's 
mothcr-in-law, situate about one potva (half a mile) distant, in the same 
Village, but in a dilferent parrah, and that Kurreem was with them all 
day as they made ^Hhe chal,^^ and so on. Bhotai Khan deposes he 
knows nothing. Ariz Sheikh proves an alibi for the Defendant Ramesh- 
war Mundul. I need not, however, yet give an abstract of his deposition, 
as Rameshwar wishes to examine more witnesses in su])port of his de- 
fence. I have found, from local observation, that Indigo has been much 
dinnaged by Cattle trespass on the land in question. Complainant and 
bis witnesses have sworn they found Defendants causing the damage by 
(’attic trespass, and I see no suificieut reason to disbelieve this to have 
been the case. The defences of the Defenduuts certainly do not suggest 
a reasonable doubt. The witnesses for the defence prove too much ; they 
])rovo what has not been alleged in defence by the Defendants themselves. 
As this is the first case proved in Turney])ore I will be more lenient 
than 1 should otherwise have been, and convict and sentence as detailed 
in Columns 7 and 8. 

Camp Phoolbahia, ^ W. L. Mackenzie, 

The mh April 1860. / DepiUi/ Ma^islrale. 


OiiDERS reserved on the Defendant Rameshwar Malow, pending the 
examination of his remaining witnesses. 


The 26M 1860. 


\V. L, Mackenzie, 

Deputy Muyidrale, 
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Bukanllah one month's imprisonment and a fine 
of Rut'ees 6 in heu of labor. Golaini and 
B- ekul 10 Ruiiees fine each, commutable 
to twenty days’ Imprisonment, 

1st May 1860. 

Plaifttiff being called and 
sworn, alleges that, about % 
p. M. on the 21th or 25th of 
Cheyt, he was called by 
Kangalee Sheik to Teencow- 
ree MunduPs house ; that 
afterwards (while there) De- 
fendants asked him why he 
had not joined their league, 
telling him to do so and not 


to sow Indigo, promising to 


pay any expenses incurred by litigation ; that on his refusal they threa- 
tened to put him out of caste and to drive him from the Village; where- 
upon he called on two or three men present to bear witness to what had 
occurred and went away. Witness Kalee Mullick deposes that, on the 
21th or 25th of Cheyt, there was a dinner at Teencowree’s house, to 
which he (witness) was invited ; that Plaintiff not being there it was 
proposed to invite him, Kangalee performing the errand ; that on Plain- 
tiff^s arrival Defendants accosted him, and taxing him with not having 
joined the movement against Indigo cultivation, advised him to do so, 
and, on Plaintiff^s refusing, threatened to put him out of caste, drive him 
from the Village, &c., &c. ; that Plaintiff has since then been shunned by 
the other Villagei*s. 

o w 

t * 

Witness Eatnjoy Ghose deposes to the same effect as the preceding. 

Witness Kangalee Sheik being sworn, states that, on the 24th or 25 th 
Cheyt, he was sent to call Plaintiff to Tecncowree Mundul’s house, there 
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Iteing a dinner there; that, on his arrival Defendants, &c., &c., the same 
as above. 

Defendant Bukaullah denies having threatened Plaintiff in any way, 
and cannot imagine why he has been charged with so doing. 

Defendant Golami makes precisely the same reply as the above. 

Defendant Beckul likewise denies the charge, which he declares has 
been maliciously got up. 

Witness Soodooi Sheik deposes that, one day in Cheyt, he and De- 
fendant Beekul were working together at the plough from morning till 
evening, after which they went to a dinner at Teencowi'ee^s house, at 
which Plaintiff also was present, but that nothing was said about 
Indigo. 

Witness Basharut Sheikas deposition is much the same as the above. 
Says that Defendant Beekul threatened no one. 

Ilasil Sheik alleges that one day, towards the end of Cheyt, ho and 
Defendant Bukaullah having worked together in the fields from morn- 
ing, returned at p. m. to the Village, and in the evening went to 
Tcencowrcc^s house, whore he denies Plaintiff was. 

Deenoa Sheik the same as the above, except that he does not know 
whether Defendant Bukaullah went to Teeneowree’s or not. 

Khosal Sheik states that Defendant Golami did not threaten Plain- 
tiff, and that he does not know whether the said Defendant was at Teen- 
cowrec\s house or not. 

Mirjan Sheik likewise denies that Defendant Golami threatened 
Plaintiff^ but admits that Plaintiff and the Defendant mentioned were 
l>oth at Tecncowrce’s house. 


Judgment, 

I consider the evidence for the prosecution sufficiently consistent and 
conclusive. It is admitted, even by Defendant's witnesses, that the 
parties met at Tccncowre^s house, and there can be no doubt that the 
chief subject of conversation was Indigo cultivation. Equally undoubted 
are the facts that the majority of the Plaintiff^s fellow-villagers have 
joined the Indigo movement, and that Plaintiff has not. I see no reason, 
therefore, to discredit the evidence adduced by the Prosecutor ; and even 
Defendants seem to have admitted the uselessness of ascribing tlie 
charge to malice on the part of the Planter, since they have refrained 
from so doing. 

81 
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I convict tlie Prisoners, and sentence Bukaullali to one montli^ii 
imprisonment, and to pay a fine of Rupees G on or before the Gtli May 
ISGO, or, in default of payment, to labor until the fine be paid or term 
ol* sentence expire; Gc»himi and Beekul to Rupees 10 fine, commutable 
to twenty days’ imprisonment. 

Defendant ITaradim lias not yet been apprehended, 

F. T. Platts, 

T/ie Maj/ l^SGO. Deputy Magistrate, 


From A. R. Yorao, Esq., Stvreterv to the (Jovevnnicnt of Peiij^al, to the 
Ofiiciatiiif? (\:unniissioncr of tlie Nuddea Division, — (No. 2520, dated 
the IGth May IHGO.) 

Stli, 

1 AM directed to acknowlcdj:^e the receipt of your letter No. 127, 
dated the 8th instant, suhmitiing, with your remarks, the record of three 
cases tried by Mr. Depuiy Maolstrate Mackenzie, and of one tried by 
Mr. Deputy Magistrate Platts, under the 5th and Gtli Sections of Act 
\1, of 18G0, ill all of which you consider it necessary to recommend 
either a free pardon or a mitigation of the sentences passed upon the 
I'risoners. 

2. In the first of these. Case No. 12, the conviction is very unsatis- 
I'actory. The case, as you observe, is of such a nature that the evidence 
for tlio prosecution retpiired a much stricter scrutiny than it received. It 
is inconsistent and contradictory on some points ; and it is difficult to 
understand how, as the witnesses for the prosecution all swore to the 
presence of the ten Prisoners, the Deputy Magistrate believed them in 
respect to five of the Prisoners, and did not believe them in respect to 
the other five. If it was a fabricated case, as it has all the appearance 
of being as against one-half of the persons accused, it is not likely to 
be otherwise as against the other half. The convicted men must be 
released and their fines remitted. 

3, Case No. 14. This is a most unsatisfactory trial, and the Deputy 
Magistrate appears to have avoided all the points for the defence on 
which the testing of the truth depended, some of the Prisoners said that 
they ])ossessed no Cattle, but no attempt was made to ascertain that 
fact. They allege that the prosecutor, who swears that he is a discarded 
servant of the Factory, is noxo a servant of the Factory ; the Manager or 
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lleiulnuin of the factory could have been ctilled to speak to this point, 
but the Deputy Magistrate drops it altogether. Some of the Prisoners 
allege a reason why a false charge against them should be brought, which, 
under the peculiar circumstances is worthy of inquiry ; but no iinpiiry 
into the point is made. Similarly, no reason is required why these Pri- 
soners in particular should have been at pains to drive Cattle upon tlu? 
Prosecutor^s Indigo. The evidence of the Herdsman, who, the Prosecu- 
tor swears, had just gone home, appears not to have been taken ; and 
no evidence is taken as to whether Herdsmen usually or ever do go home 
at the hour of the day specified, leaving their Cattle in charge of a dozen 
Villagers. Nothing can be less probable. One Prisoner asserts that 
the Village Cows do not graze in the ([uarter alleged, but in an oppo- 
site quarter. No fact could be more important, or more easily ascer- 
tained ; but the Magistrate makes no attempt to ascertain it. The 
Defendants case is, that most of the cultivators in their Village havc^ 
refused to take advances, and have been prosecuted on false charg(‘s 
similar to this in revenge, or as a means of forcing them to cultivate 
Indigo. This, as you observe, was not inquired into; and it has not 
even been ascertained whether there has been, in fact, any gieat 
destruction of growing Indigo there, or not considering the 
that this is not the first conviction and heavy sentence for the same 
offence, on charges, whether true or false, which has been obtained by 
the Factory Amlah against the cultivators of this same Village; wliilst 
Mr. Hersehel, the very impartial and painstaking Magistrate ol' ihe 
District, reports that he has found, in the Villages immediately under 
him, that a single light punishment has always stopped the olfence. The 
incomplete investigation of the Deputy Magistrate in this case is 
peculiarly unsatisfactory. It does not appear that Cattle have been in 
an Indigo field and they have damaged the Plant (though of how 
much, if any damage was done, there is no evidence whatever) ; and 
that is all the reliable evidence there is. The OCiciaiing Commissioner’s 
impression, that the case is wholly a got up one as against the Pri- 
soners, seems to the Lieutenant-Governor justified by the Deputy 
Magistrate’s statement, 

4. From Mr. Ilerschers remark there is no ground to fear that the 
first sentence will not be siilBcicnt to chock the offence, if offence there 
was. The Lieuicnaui-Governor desires that the Prisouer>s may be 
released. 
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r>. Case No. H. The Deputy Magistrate seems to have given his 
mind to this ease, and to have weighed the evidence on both sides. 
Tic has also ascertained that much damage has been done to 
Indigo in the Village concerned, a fact not even alleged in the 
preceding cases. But the punishment is severe. The Lieutenant- 
Governor, at your recommendation, directs that the punishment 
be reduced as to tcrin of imprisonment, and amount of line in commu- 
tation of labor, by one-half. 

0. In the last case submitted with your letter. Case No. 7> the 
evidence on tlm two sides was directly contradictory. The Deputy 
Magistrate believed that for the prosecution ; hut it does not appear 
why, before he came to a conclusion one way or the other, he did not 
call for independent testimony. The host was not called, whereas he 
and all the guests should have been examined ; for, as the case 
stands, there seems to be little or no reason to believe one side more 
than the otiicr. But assuming the coiTectness of the verdict as to 
liie facts, the legal objection taken by you that there is no proof of any 
contract having been entered into by the person alleged to have been 
intimidated, the nominal prosecutor, is fatal. The Lieutenant-Governor 
dir(‘cis that the Prisoners bo released, and the fines remitted. 

7. Tlic proceedings are not creditable to the Deputy Magistrate's 
(Mr. Platts) mode of conducting his cases. The offence charged, 
according to Ins record, is intimidating Eyots," which is not an 
olfcucc at all ; and the evidence, according to the Deputy Magistrate's 
statement, ])Vovcs nothing that is an offence. The offence constituted 
by Section V. of the Indigo Act is, intimidating a person who has 
contracted to culiiv^ate Indigo this season, and thereupon has received 
a cash advance, in order, by such intimidation, to induce him to break 
his contract ; but tlie Ryot intimidated, so far as appears from the 
rc(H)rd, is not slicwn to have entered into any contract or taken any 
advance. 

8. Such an omission is very much more than an ordinary technical 
plunder. It argues inattention on the part of the Deputy Magis- 
trate to the very question on which the whole of his proceedings 
under the Act ought to turn. The injustice which a Magistrate, habi- 
tually inalteniive to this one point, may do in trying cases under the 
Ind igo Act, and the just indignation which the proceedings of such 
a Magistrate may excite in the minds of the people, arc manifest. 1 
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am to request that you will call upon Mr. Platts for an explanation 
of the circumstances under which he charged these Prisoners with 
what is no offence, and sentenced them on what is evidence of no 
olfence, disregarding the one point he should have had always in his 
mind, namely, the all-important question of fact of contract or no 
contract. 

0. Your instructions to the Magistrates to forward to you the entire 
proceedings in all cases under Act XI. of 1800, as soon as they have 
disposed of them, are approved. 


Prom E. n. Lushinoton’, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Xiuhh'a 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 
188Ct., dated the 15th May 18G0.) 

Sm, 

I iiEGiiET to have to bring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
notice the accompanying Statement, in original, of a decision })y Mr. 
Platts, Deputy Magistrate of Kurreernpore, in which he has, I think, 
unjustly condemned a person named Ameer Halsana to three months’ 
imprisonment, on a charge of intimidation, under Act XI. of 1860. 

2. The plaintiff, who is a Factory Amecn, personally knows 
nothing of the alleged offence, but he would appear, from a remark in 
Mr. Platts’ judgment, to have been put in the position of prosecutor 
to support the direct evidence of the Takeedgeer. This Takecdgeer, also 
a Factory servant, and the principal witness in the case, cannot say to 
a day when the offence was committed, but describes how he lieard the 
Prisoner was in a certain house ; that he sneaked up to the wall, and 
there heard Defendant from the interior telling three or four other 
persons, who got together there, not to sow, and that if they did, they 
would be put out of caste. These men supported the Prosecutor’s story, 
and this formed the evidence of the prosecution. 

3. In rny opinion the whole case is a fabrication ; and, even admit- 
ting it to be true, it does not seem to mo to constitute intimidation as 
required by the Law. I propose drawing Mr. Platts’ attention to this 
point, and also insisting on his disposing of his cases with greater discri- 
mination and care. 

4. I would respectfully recommend the immediate release of the 
Prisoner. 
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No. 1. 

STATEMENT vv CONVICTION. 

DiSTUKT NuDDEA, SuB-DxVIStON KuilllEEMPORE. 
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Derision and pirouiuls iheri'of, 
under Act XXXIll. of 1854. 


Plaintiff^ called and 
sworn, states iliat on 
the evening of tlie 4th 
Boisak, IIao;ooTakeed- 
geer came to him, in 
the Oojulpore Factory, 
and informed him that 
the prisoner had been 
endeavoring to insti- 
gate and intimidate 
the llyots of Kalachandpore Village not to sow Indigo. Ilagoo Takeed- 
geer deposes that, on the evening of the 4tli or 5th Boisak, he went to 
the house of Iliinat Mundul of Kalachandpore, and was told that Him at 
had gone to Nufur Sheik’s house; that he (witness) immediately repair- 
ed thither ; and being informed on the way that the Prisoner was there, 
it set him to work thinking what business he (the Prisoner,) could have in 
the Village, as he belonged to the league against Indigo cultivation ; that 
in consccpience, on his arrival at Nufur’s house, he played the eaves- drop- 
per, and observing the Prisoner and two men, named M udhoo and Kala- 
chand and Ilimat Phuratoolla and Nufur seated together conversing, he 
listened to what was being said ; that the Prisoner was advising and 
trying to persuade the three men last mentioned not to sow Indigo, and 
subsecpiently, on their refusal to comply with his advice, the Prisoner 
threatened that, unless they did, they would be put out of caste, &c.; 
that at this time he (witness) disclosed himself, and upbraided the 
Prisoner for endeavoring to iiudtc the Kyots, and was told in ro])ly that 
it was nothing to him, and he might do what he liked. 
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IJinial Muudul deposes that he was called one eveuiiiL*; iVoiu 
house hy Phuraloolla, who informed him that the Prisoner Iiad arrived 
at Nufur^s house, and wished to see him (Himat) ; that he aecordini*ly 
went, and meeting the Prisoner, Mudhoo, and Kalacluind, they all (six) 
sat and commenced talking ; that the Prisoner tried to persuade them 
to give up Indigo cultivation, and subsecpicntly, on their refusal, threa- 
tened that they would be put out of eanste, &c.; that llagoo Takecdgeer 
appeared at this time, and asked the Prisoner why he gave such advice 
to the llyots, being told in reply to do what he could do to prevent it. 

Phuratoolla Sheik deposes to the same eflect as the above, afld states 
that the Prisoner and his companions passing his house on their Wcay to 
Nufur’s, he, at their request, accompanied them, and subsequently, being 
asked by the Prisoner to call Ilimat, did so. Nufur Sheik states 
that one evening the Prisoner, Mudhoo, Kalachand, and Phuratoolla 
came to his house ; that the Prisoner asked Pliuratoolla to call Himat, 
and he did so, on whose arrival, &e.,&e. (same as tlie preceding). Defen- 
dant Ameer Ilalsana denies the charge, and states that Mr. Hills wanted 
him to be a witness to certain documents he was fabricating, and this 
complaint against him is the result of his refusal. 

Witness Kaleh Khan deposes that, on the evening of the dth and 
5th Boisak, the Prisoner w’^as at the house of one Saliadut Khan, and 
remained there each evening till 8 o^clock talking of a certain marriage 
in view. 

Witness Pliyroo Sheik, the same as the above. 


Judgment. 

Tlic Prisoner is a discharged Factory servant, and has been unden* my 
notice some time as one of the chief instigators of the llyots. This is 
the second charge against him. In the first I merely gave him a 
warning, by which he docs not seem to have profited. Ilis character 
being so well known, I consider Ilagoo’s suspicions, with reference to his 
visit to Kalachaudpore {a para of Meherpore), and his (Hagoo^s) subse- 
quent proceedings, extremely probable. But for the Takeedgeer’s dis- 
eovory I do not believe that the llyots whom the Prisoner w^as trying 
to incite w^ould have informed against him, as they have never yet, to 
my knowledge, done so, unless by order of the Planter or his servants. 
The Prisoner therefore must have felt himself secure, and wuth reason 
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loo, since he has passed unpunished so long. I consider tlie evidence 
ibr the prosecution satisfiictory and conclusive. The defence is absurd, 
and displays groat malice on the part of the Prisoner. With respect to 
the alilii established by the Prisoner's witnesses, I have to observe that 
this case was instituted by Hagoo Takeedgeer (the Ameen being sub- 
sequently directed to prosecute), who is uncertain as to the date of the 
occurrence, which he states was the 4th or 5th Boisak. The Prisoner's 
witnesses likewise mention both dates ; and this carefulness to provide 
against contingencies appears to me remarkably suspicious. I reject 
the allhl\ and, convicting the Prisoner, sentence him to throe months' 
imprisonment from this date, and to pay a fine of Rupees 12 on or before 
the 14th May 1860, or, in default of payment, to labor until the fine be 
paid or term of sentence expire. 

P. T. Platts, 

The Itli May 1800. Deputy Magldraie» 


From A. R. Yotoo, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Otficiating Comniissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 2575, dated 
the 18th May 1800.) 

Sin, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
ISSCt., dated the 15th instant, submitting the original record in 
another case decided by Mr. Deputy Magistrate Platts, under Act XI. 
of 1860, and in reply to state that this conviction is bad for the same 
reason that applied to Case No. 7 in the Orders of the 16th instant. No. 
2529. The charge is for what is no offence; and there is no evidence of 
what would support a charge that would amount to an offence under the 
Act. 

2. The Deputy Magistrate's proceedings would be intelligent and 
reasonable if the Law were that every Ryot is bound to cultivate 
Indigo, and that to induce any Ryot not to do so is a misdemeanor. 
But as the Law is not so, the proceedings are far from creditable. They 
are also objectionable in this, that "the offence charged consisting wholly 
of words spoken, no attempt is^paade to ascertain what were the words 
really used. 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor desires that you will take means to 
ascertain whether the legal flaw in these two cases is accidental, or 
whether Jlr. Platts does not understand the Law he is administering. 
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From M IT. Lusjuncjton, E^jq., OHiciatin" Commissioner of the Ntiddoa 
l)i vision, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 1>2,. 
dated the 7th June 1800 ) 

Sitt, 

I TiAVK the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter Mo. 
2575^ under date tlie 18th ultimo, and in reply to submit herewith, in origi- 
nal, the explanation of Mr. Deputy Magistrate Platts, therein called for. 

2. I trust under this explanation, and the Magistrate’s remarks in 
favor of Mr. Platts, to which I also beg to add my own testimony of 
the Deputy Magistrate’s general carefulness, the Lieutenant-Governor 
will not think it necessary to take any further steps in the matter. 

Memorandum by W. J. IlEitscnnn, Es(?., M.igistrate of Kurrecinpore, — 
(No. 170, dated the 1th June 18G0.) 

Forwarded, in original, to the Commissioner, 1 take the liberty 
to add that Mr. Platts has shewn himself more anxious hy liis constant 
nderences on cpiestions of Law to adhere to it tlian any Ofllcer in the 
Zillah. That he has erred in this case arose from anything rather than 
from earelessness about the justice of his decision. That he has cxeredsed 
Ills dis<‘riminatioii to the best of his judgment may be proved by 
the fiiet that of the intimidation charges preferred to him only a few 
stood the test of his investigation. lie rejected most of them. 


From F, T. Ib.ATTS, Es^., Deputy Magistrate of Kurreempore, to tliti 
OlHeiating Magistrate of Nuddea,— (No. 112, dated the 2ud June 1800.) 

8iK, 

I HE(i to aeknovvledge the receipt of your Meinorandmns 

No. oil 3 and No. 890, of the 


Extract from letter No. r270t., dated the 
81.h Ma^v 1H(»0, tVoni E. II, Lushiiigtoii, Ks(|., 
thlicialiiig Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, 
to the Seeretary to tlie (h>vernment of llengal. 

Exiraet from letter No. 252‘.>, dated lUth 
M;iy, IVom A. U. Young, Es([., St*cri‘t.ary to the 
<h)venunent of Hengal, to the OiUrialing Com- 
missioner (*f the Niuhlea Division, 

Detier No. DiSCh., dated 13th May ISRO. 
frojn E. If. Dushington, E-«(|., to the JSeeretary 
to the OovernnKMit ot Heiig.vl. 

Letter No. 2r>75, dated IKth May IROO, from 
A. K. Young, Es(|., Secretary to the (Soverunient 
of Ihmg il, to E H. Lushington, Estj., Ollieiatiiig 
fomnnssioiier of the Nuddea Division. 


sion constitutes a very great error. 


the 28tli ultimo, and the papers 
(as 2’^^ margin), forwarded 
1 herewith, demanding an ex- 
2 >l!iaatiou with respect to rny 
omission to take evidence in 
Cases Nos. 7 and 57, as to the 
existence of the contiact to 
K)w Indigo. 

2. In re2ily, I regret to have 
to acknowledge that the omis- 
and an error which, now that 
85 
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tny attention has been drawn to it, I cannot conceive how I conlcl 
Jiave committed. So strongly docs it argue inattention on my part, 
that I fear almost to deny the presumption ; but I trust my general 
proceedings and antecedents will vindicate my character on this point* 
I can only state, in explanation, that the omission is a blunder, and a 
blunder so gross that to confess it is most humiliating. 

3. Permit me, though respectfully, to urge that, in the case noted in 
the margin, the words used by the Prisoner for tl\e 
purpose of intimidation were fully ascertained and 
recorded, though not mentioned in the Statement 
forwarded to the Commissioner: and in Case No. 7, 
the host Teencowrie was not summoned in consequence, / helleve (I 
speak from memoiy not having the record of the ease wdth me), of 
some of the witnesses having stated that he was tending his guests 
elsewhere. 


No. 57. 
Gooroo (amrii 
Ameer ilulsana. 


Prom A. P. Young, Esq., Sccn^tary to the Goveinmciii of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Commissioner of the Niiddca pi vision, — (No. 8125, dated the 
13ih June 1800.) 

SlE, 

I AM directed to acknowh‘dgc the receipt of your letter No. 42, 
dated the 7th instant, submitting the explanation furnished by Mr. 
Deputy Magistrate Platts, regarding the cases decided by him under 
Act XI. of 18G0, which were submitted to Oovernment with your letters 
No. 127 and No. 13SCt., dated respectively the 8tli and 15th ultimo. 

2, I reply, I am directed to state that the testimony borne by the 
Officiating Magistrate and yourself to the good general character of Mr. 
Platts^ proceedings, and to liis great anxiety to do justice according to 
Law, in the cases brought before him, is very creditable to him, and 
leaves no doubt in the Lieutenant-Governor’s mind that the oversight 
in the two cases noticed was accidental, and that they are not instances 
of habitual carelessness. 
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From 10. IT. Lrf5 Tima ton, Ksq., Ollii*iating Commis.sionc‘v of the Niul(k*a 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 25, dated 
the 2Gth May 18G0.) 

SiK, 

I HAVE the honor to submit an original decision of Mr. Platts, 
dated loth April, and to solicit that the Lieutenant-Governor will be 
pleased to direct the release of Kishtolol Jowatdar, sentenced to six 
months’ im])risonmcnt for intimidating Bjots. On going through the 
records of this case, 1 cannot find that the alleged intimidation was offered 
to any llyots who were under agreements to sow Indigo, and as this 
objection has been considered fatal to any conviction under Section V,, 
it appears unnecessary to touch upon any other points in the case. 


No. 1. 

STATEMENT oe CONVICTION. 
Dlstiucf Nuddea, Sub-Division Kuhreemi^oiie. 
J/r. F, T. Fhdtfi^ Depitf'^ Magistrate, 


Di'fision and trronnds tlieroof, 
urnier Act XXX.H1. of l«5i. 


I I consider the 

j evidence for the piv)- 
seoution consistent 
and conclusive. It 
is no secret that 

parties of men have 
been in the habit of 
going from Village 
to Village, persuading or intimidating llyots to join the move- 
ment against Indigo cultivation ; and the circumstances of the pre- 
sent case appear probable enough. The Prisoner first pleads that he 
is Mr. Tripp’s servant^ and can therefore have no object in inciting the 
Ryots not to sow ; but this statement is false, for one of his own wit- 
nesses contradicts it by saying that the Prisoner has been six or seven 
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Binud Sirdar, 
OouM'd Muudul. 
Kifat (diuraiiii. 
Pnnehoo Muudul. 
Kifnl Muiuhd. 
(Jiidadluir liisw.as. 
Madnn'o Muudul, 
Soualun !Mundul. 
Kliosal lvarii?ur. 
SrcoMUiuio Biswas. 
Budiii Muiulul. 
Ooiain Sheikh. 
Kmuaralee Sheikli. 
Urjuii Sirdar. 
Kadei' llulsana. 
Nujeel) Mundul. 
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nioullis out of employ, and Mr. Tripp, tliroiigli his Moolvtear, likewise 
denies it. The Prisoner then ascribes the cliar^e to malice on the part 
of the Proseeiiloi, hut the improbability of the circiirnstanee connected 
with this plea is manifest; and moreover, the Prosecutor, in prosecuting, 
merely obeys his master’s order, and the Prisoner has no grounds to 
impute malice to the witnesses, nor to Mr. Tissendie. I therefore sec 
no reason to doubt the truth of the charge, and accordingly reject the 
alibi which the Prisoner’s witnesses attempt to establish on his behalf. 

I convict the' Prisoner, and sentence him to six months’ imprison- 
ment Irom this date, and to pay a fine of Rupees 50 on or before the 
J!0th April 1800, or, in default of payment, to labor until the line be 
paid, or term of sentence cx])ire. 

The remaining Defendants have not as yet been apprehended. 

F. T. Platts, 

The Volh JjuH 1800. I)ej)uljj Magisfratc. 


IVoin A. R. Youno, Esq., vSeerctary to the Government of Bcmgal, to the 
Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 287?^ dated the 
2nd June 1800.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 25, 
dated the 20th ultimo, submitting the original record of a decision by 
tlui Deputy ^lagistrate of Kurreempore, under Section V. of Act XT. of 
.1 800, and in reply to state that, as there is nothing in ibe whole case to 
prove that the parties to whom the alleged intimidation was offered 
were under agreements to cultivate Indigo, the Lieutenant-Oovornor 
directs the immediate release of the Prisoner sentenced by Mr. Platts. 


From E. H. Lusiiington, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 2G, 
dated the 2Sth May 1800.) 

Slu, 

I HAVE the honor to submit the accompanying decision, in 
original, of Mr, Platts, Deputy Magistrate of Kurreempore, condemning 



( 073 ) 

ono KcJarnatli to tlivco moiillis’ imprisonment for insiigatino tho 
liyols, 

2. This case was broiij^ht before me wlicn fi^oinjv ro<;Milarly ihronoh 
the file of cases decided by Oflleers under Act XT. I think, lunvover, 
the particulars most probably relate to the Kedarnath referiH'd to in the 
5th paragrapli of your letter No. 1907, dated 27th ultimo, but I have 
not the petition at hand, and it would be obviously improper on my 
part to make any delay in order to ascertain this point, as the Prisoner 
has already suffered a considcrjible portion of a very unjust sentence. 

3. The records of the case shew that the Prisoner was not a Mookh- 
tar, but the Gomashtah of a Zemindar, and all that he appears to have 
done was to say to the Darogah, who was dispersing a crowd of Jlyots 
in a Village — The people will not sow Indigo, will the Authorities 
force the people 

4. The Darogah did not pretend to allege in his report that tlie 
crowd was tumultuous, or in the least excited by the Prisoner, but he 
thought his remarks (piite sufficient to warrant his arresting him on the 
spot, and forwarding him to the Deputy Magistrate. Mr. Jdatts, in 
trying the case, appears to have omitted taking the deposition of this 
Darogah, who was of course the material witness in the case, but con- 
demned the Prisoner on the evidence of three other ])crsons who were 
roj)orted to be among the crowd, and who swore they heard the Prisoner 
say the people will petition against Indigo planting. 

5. In soliciting the Lieutenant-Governor immediately to annul this 
unjust and arbitrary sentence, I beg to urge, on behalf of Mr. Platis, 
that the Law had only then been in force a very short time ; that its 
purport was evidently misunderstood by Mr. Platts ; that I have since 
seen no similar decision of Mr. Platts, but, on the contrary, with some 
few mistakes, he has been doing his work with steadiness and care. 
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that he was engaged in set- 
tling accounts with certain 


of his Master^s tenants, and 


that, when the Darogah addressed the Ryots, wlio purposed complaining 
regarding Indigo cultivation, one of them made a reply which induced the 
Darogah to turn upon him (the Prisoner,) and ask him why he instigated 
the Ryots. The inference from this is, that the Prisoner had said some- 
thing to the Ryots to incite them not to sow. Again, the evidence 
adduced by the Prisoner proves that, on the Darogah addressing the 
Ryots, the Prisoner at once stepped out of his house and took 
part in the discussion. This is sufficient proof that he was not so 
busily engaged in accounts as he alleges, and that he was considerably 
interested (in what way has been proved by the evidence for the prose- 
cution,) in the Indigo question. Thus the evidence cited by himself 
anything but tends to establish the Prisoners innocence. 

I convict the Prisoner and sentence him to imprisonment for three 
months; and to pay a fine of Rupees 30; on or before the 20th April IbOO, 
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or, in clofaiilt of paymenij to labor until the fine be palely or term of 
sentence expire. 

F. T. Pr.ATTs, 

The V6i/t April 18G0, Bqmlp Maghh'ate. 


From A. F. Yout^o, Esq., Soeretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Ofliciatiiig Commissioner of the Nutldea Division, — (No. 2875, dated the 
2nd June 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2G, 
dated the 28th ultimo, with its enclosure, and in reply to inform you 
that, under the circumstances of the case, and in compliance witli your 
recommendation, the Lieutenant-Governor is pleased to remit the sen* 
tcnce passed by Mr, Deputy Magistrate Plaits on the Prisoner Kedar- 
nath on a charge of intimidating Ryots against cultivating Indigo, 


From E. H. Lusuinoton, Esq., Olficiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Divi- 
sion, to the Secretary to the Govermnent of Bengal, — (No. 27, dated the 
28th May 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to sidimit, for the consideration and orders 
of the Lieutenant-Governor, the accompanying decision, in original, of 
Mr, Mackenzie, Deputy Magistrate, sentencing several men to imprison- 
ment for maliciously damaging and destroying a growing crop of Indigo. 

2. On a reference to the records of the case, I find the evidence for 
the prosecution is composed of Factory servants who happened to arrive 
at the spot from different parts of the country at the same time, hut 
whose statements of what they saw arc bare, deficient and irreconcilable. 
The Prosecutor himself, though deposing to finding the Cattle eating 
the Indigo, does not say that the accused men were insight at that time, 
hut that they came out of the Village, the distance of which is not 
mentioned, after he had seized the Cattle and was driving them away. 
Ramloll, the owner of the crop on which the Cattle were said to have 
been grazing, appears not to have been examined at all. 

3. Under such circumstances it appears to me that the finding the 
Prisoners guilty of maliciously destroying the crops was clearly erro- 
neous. 



{ ffro ) 


4. In solicit In^ the Licutenani-Govornor to roloase llicsir men^ I 
bog respccifully to remark that I have no doubt of* tlio Indigo being 
eaten down in tl)is field, thougli not as described by the witnesses. Suoli 
cases of destruction of Indigo crops constantly occur, but however 
desirable it may be to put a slop to such proceedings, and to afford the 
Indigo Planter all tlie protection the Law permits, it is not of course 
to be done at the expense of injustice to individuals. At the present 
time it is very necessary to be more than ordlmirily cautious in sifting 
such cases, for tliero is reason to fear that advantages have been taken, 
of the fact of crops liuving been destroyed, to charge the ofibnee against 
men who are iu open opposition to the Factory, or who had taken 
advances to cultivate, which they had repudiated, but which coidd not 
be proved against them, and thus create such terror as would at once 
jmt down all other difficulties towards carrying on the cultivation of 
Indigo in that part of the country. The present case would appear to 
be one of these. 
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twelve of whom ho iinmoa in his deposition); that he and his three compa- 
nions surrounded the Cuttle in view to taking tlicm to tlie Thannali (L e, 
the Pound); that Defendants^ who were sitting under a lur tree, on seeing 
them, surrounded the Cattle, sliouted and abused them ; that about fifty 
or sixty men, armed with latiics, &c., came out of the Village, and seized 
and rescued tlic Cattle, and that be and bis companions ran away 
tbroiurb fear of tbeir lives. He could not recognize who the men were 
who came out of the Village. On the 20ib instant, Prosecutor on being con- 
fronted with the eleven Defendants in Court, ident ilied and named them alb 
Complainant’s witnesses, (1) Amir Sheikh, Takeedgeer ; (:Z) Modoo Bag- 
dec, Chowkoydar; (o) lloghooiiatli Rajbungseo; (t) Rohim Nlceari; 
(5) Nondoram Ilalshana, examined in the presence of tlie accused on 
file ;20t]i instant, support the charge preferred, and depose to the same 
efleet in eliiof as complainant. The ])()iuts of varian(*e in their testi- 
monies appear so slight and immaterial that I do not give an abstract 
of each man’s deposition separately, in order to avoid repetition. Sntfiee 
it to say that witnesses 4 and 5 account for their presence near the 
s[)ot by stating they had just crossed the River in the Ferry Boat that 
})lics at that spot, and sufiice it to say that 4 Rohim Niecari only recog- 
nized four of the Defendants on the s})ot, v'iz: Sadoo Chnrii Biswas, 
Ivallaehaiul Biswas, Bhiigwan Muudul and Noyan Sornooar ; that he 
identiiled these four on being eonfroiited with tliein, and that 5 (Noiulo- 
ram ilalshana) only reeoguized seven of the Defendants on the spot, 
r/’j., Kallachand Biswas, lJullodhur Biswas, iHuigwan Mundul, Noyan 
Sornocar, Horis Khola, Sristidhur Das and Poran Paramaiiiek ; and 
that, on being confronted with six out of the seven Defendants (Horis 
Kbuta is evading process, and was not present in (^ourt), he identified 
all six. Complainant and his witnesses, 1, 2, 3, identified all eleven 
Defendants in Court on being confronted with them. 

1 visited the spot in person on the 18th instant, and found that much 
damage had been done to the growing crop of Indigo by Cattle trespass. 
1 am not a sufiicienlly good judge of Indigo Plant to he able to give a 
positive opinion as to whether or not the Plant now eaten down will 
revive and grow again on further rain falling, but, if it does, or any por- 
tion of it does, I should certainly think it (or such portion of it) will 
never grow to the Insight it would otherwivse have done, and though I 
have a doubt as to the Plant having been iokilly destroyed^ yet I have no 
doubt as to its having been gnatly damaged by Cattle trespass. 
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Dcfciulaiii No. 1, Tlulloclluir Biswas, pleiiJs denial ; ilial lie knows 
nothing, and cannot say wliy he has been complained on. 

Defendant No, 2, Sadoo Churn Biswas, pleads denial. lie says a 
false complaint has been })referred against the Defendants because they 
will not consent to sow Indigo. He says the Indigo was sown in the 
moiilh of Karlick, and that in the month of Poos some lands were 
eaten down in behalf of the Sahil> and some Indigo was cut with 
Kachecs, That afterwards in the month of Bysaek, on rain falling, the 
Indigo grows again, and hence the Indigo has been eaten down before 
hand. 

Defendant No. 3, Gudadhur Biswas, jdeads denial ; that he knows 
nothing and that lie not being able to sow Indigo, this complaint has 
been preferred against him. 

Defendant No. 4<, Joyehondro Das, pleads denial. He knows 
nothing. 

Delendant No. 5, Sristidhur Das, pleads denial. He docs not g<) 
near Indigo ; the complaint has been preferred because lie refuses to sow 
Indigo. 

Defendant No. G, Poran Paramaniek, pleads denial. He lias not sown 
Indigo, lienee this complaint to ruin liiru. 

Dcfeiidaiit No. 7, Hhugwan Mundiil, pleads denial, and ditto. 

Defendant No. 8, Horis Khota, is evading process; not yet before 
the Court. 

Delbndant No. 9, Bajcliunder Khota, pleads denial, and makes a 
similar defeiiec to No. 7. 

Defendant No. 10, Noyau Soriioear, jdoads denial. He has refused 
1o sow Indigo, hence this complaint. 

Defendant No, 11, Nobai Biswas, pleads denial, and ditto. 

Defendant No. 12, Kallaeliaiid Biswas, pleads denial, and ditto. 

The witnesses (1) Koobcer Das (2) Koobocr Das, of Sustitolln ; 
(3) Jnggoo Mohun Biswas; and (1) Situl Das have this day been exa- 
mined in support of the defences of the Defendants Nos, 1, 3, 4, 5, G, 7, 
10 and ] 1. 

The first Koobeer Das deposes that Defendants had no quarrel with 
the Sahib and had not committed the oirencc charged. He says the 
houses of Defendants Nos. 1, 4, and G are in the same parrali as his own 
house, but that the other Defendants live one pamih distant. He docs not 
know why Defendants have been complained against. On cross-exami- 
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nation^ he admlhi that he hiin.selfhas taken Indigo advances^ but has not 
sown Iiiditjo, bceausc he is unable to do so, yet, that he is not in combina- 
tion with otlici'i- not to sow Indi^j^o. Does not know how Defendants were 
employed on any specific elute; does not know where Defendants were on 
the ord Dysack, (Uie date of olfence.) He calls Defendants^ Munduls 
or liiswas, lie is a Cliassn,^’ hence does not remember dates. 

The second Koobeer Das (Siistitollah) knows nothing in support of 
the defence. He saw Defendants sitting* one day in the Chunderghaut 
Cutcherry. He does not remember the date. 

Jun'i^oo Mohun Biswas dc'poses he did not see Defendants commit 
the ofience olian^’ed, nor did he see them g*o near the fields, the scene 
of alle^’ed olfence. Defendants live one distant from him. 

Silul Das deposes in chief to the same elfect as Koobeer Das (1). 
He lives in the same Yilln^j^e witli Defendants, some in the same parrah 
and some in another parrah and so on. 

I examined Mr. Augustus Saulxfile, Sfanager of the Ilurrali Indigo 
Concern, on the 20thinstanl, directed a copy of his deposition to be filed 
with the record and transcribed llic (piesliuns put to him and his replies 
thereto as fifilows : — 

Qaefilwu , — Are Planters in the liahil of allowing young Indigo Plant, of 
the OetoboL sowings, to be eaten clown by Cattle or cut down by Karhees, 
until rain falls in spring, in view to rendering the Plant stronger ? 

Ausicer, — No, not unless the Plant is eighteen inches to two feet high, 
and tl'icn, to the host of my knowledge, not before the month of March. 
In rich soil if Plant was growing very last with heavy rain now, 1 
would cut Plant down to about a loot, but, in no case, no matter what 
Iho soil, would I, at j>rescnt, allow Plant to be cut or eaten down 
Avhi(?h was not more than a foot high. 

Quesliov , — If Plant less than a foot high is eaten down by Cattle 
now, will it, on rain falling, grow again and yield you good produce ? 

Ansivcr . — If Plant a foot high had merely its tops nibbled olf, say an 
inch or two, I do not think it would be injured, but was Plant to be 
eaten down to within two or three indies of the ground, and there 
shoiild happen to be no rain, it would be likely to dry up and die. If 
there was rain, it might grow again to Ihc licight of a couple of feet, 
but even this would be doubtful. (The average hciglit of Plant we cut is 
live and six feet). 1 dare say some of llie Plant would grow again to 
the height of two feet, the rest would probably die. 
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Quedion , — Is the sanction of the rUintcr himself nceessaiyj or is the 
order of a Gomashtah, Ameeii, or Takeedjjecr sudieieut in cases where 
Cattle arc allowed to eat the heads of youiiy October Plant, or where it 
is cut by havliees ? 

Answer, — No, No Gomashtah, Amcen, or Takecdgecr lias the power 
to allow October Plant to be cut or eaten without tlic Planter’s orders 
or sanction. 

^QuesHon . — Have you sanctioned the cutting or eating down of Indigo 
Plant within any fields under your jurisdiction during this present 
month of April ? 

Answer, — No. I have not seen any Ryottcc Plant fit to be cut just 
now, except a few Plants in Bhcdbaria Village, which, however, 1 have 
not ordered to be cut. 

Q/feslion. — I have scarcely seen any Plant a foot high, how do you 
account for this? 

Answer , — It is owing to the excessive drought, and partly to the whole-' 
sale trespass committed by Cattle this year. 

IFpou anxious consideration of the whole of the evidence, and after 
lo(ial observation (I forgot to mention I found most of the Plant 
[oaten] only a few inches high,) I sec no suflicient reason to doubt 
the Ijond Jules of the complaint against Defendants 1, .‘3, 4, 5, 
C, 7, 10 and 11, and therefore convict and sentence them as 
detailed in columns 7 and 8. Should this punishment fail to check the 
coininisison of similar offence in the Village, I will, on future proof, punish 
with the utmost rigour of the Law. Sentence deferred on Defendants 3, 
9 and 13, a Takecd Perwaniiah to Darogah to produce the witnesses 
named in support of their dclcnces. 

C A:\ir PnooLBAiUA, 

T/ie 23r(l Aju’U 18G0, J 


W, L. Mackenzie, 

Depufj Maylstralc, 
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that decision is 
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record I need travel over the same ground, rc-transcribe an abstract 
of the depositions, &c. 

Orders wore reversed on these three Defendants on the 23rd inslant, 
owing to their witnesses not having been examined. They were ex- 
amined yesterday, Dusrut deposes to having gone to the Village 
Cutcherry to fetch on the day in question (the 3rd Bysack,) and 
to having seen Defendants there at about 9 a. m. Tlie other witnesses 
went with him. Ho returned home with the about 12 at noon. 
Defendants’ Cows went to feed at twelve. Does not know if the Cows 
have eaten Indigo or not, Knows nothing of any quarrel, and so on. 
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Ram Lai Das Jcposcy to the same eflcct. lie says it is true InJinjo 
has lioen eaten, but not l)y Defendants’ Cows ; tlie Cows fed on tlic Soiith- 
A^^'est mat on tlie 3rd Bysack, He saw them from the Zemindar’s (loltih 
hall as tluy passed in front of the (lolah hat)y the Defendants wore in the 
golali hall that day. He (witness) went to the golali hall to fetch dhany 
and so on. 

Jadoo Mundul, Ramchunder Das and Seedam Das depose much to 
the same effect. 

I convict Defendants of the same offcaiee, and on the same p^roiinds 
and evidenc(‘ on which I convicted eigdit other Defendants on the 23 id 
instant, and sentence them to the same meastire of punishment. 

AA". L. Mackkn/u:, 

Dcjniig Alagislrafe, 

Camp PiiooLBAnrA, 

The 2GM ytjjrJl 1800. J 

From A. Tl. A'orxa, Esq., Soer(*t.ary to Oovonnnoiit of P>ei\ 2 :cil, to the 
Odlciatinp^ Commissioner of the Nuddea Disision, — (No. 2S72, dated the 
2nd June 1800.) 

Sii?, 

I All directed to acknowledge the recei))t of your letter No. 27, 
dated the 28th ultimo, submitting the original decision of Mr. Deputy 
Magistrate Mackcn/ac, in the case of eleven men sentenced by him 
to iiniirisonment on a charge of maliciously damaging and destroying 
a growing crop of Indigo, and in reply to infoim you that, under the 
circumstances ])ointed out in your letter, the Lieutenant-Governor is 
pleased to remit the remainder of the sentence, and to direct the imme- 
diate release of all the Prisoners. 

From E. II. Lusiiinoton, Esq., Olfieiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 29, dated 
the 28th May 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to submit tlie accompanying decision, in 

Ilydor Mohlal.. original, of Mr. G. Taylor, sentencing the Prison- 

liamzau Mundui. crs notcd in the margin to imprisonment for 

Kuttun roriiinauick. .... ^ 

mtimidating Ryots ; and to solicit that the Lieu- 
tenaut-Qovernor will he pleased to direct their immediate release. 
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2 * Iiulopcndciitly of ilic fliiw of there beine^ no proof of the 

parties alleged to liave been intimidated having entered into agreements, 
the Lieutenant-Governor will observe, from the remarks by Mr. 
Ilersehcl, that Mr. G. Ta}der was not at the pains to enquire by which 
of the Defendants the words of intimidation were used, or what they 
Y)reeise1y were. 

d. 1 regret to have had to bring to the Lieutenant-Governor^s notice 
a sentence passed on such very hasty and insutrieient grounds. 

Blnilcool Mdliomctl Shell'll, Prosecutor, on oath deposes that the Ma- 
goluh Ryots liad come in to give a Razecnamah, wlien Hyder Molilali, 
Ramzan INIundul and Ruttun Poramanick persuaded tliem not to do so, 
saying, that they would burn their houses and j)lundcr their property if 
they did so, on wliich they refused to eonqu'omise the ease. The Ryots 
were sitting while the comY)romLse was l)cing written, when thus 
threatened. 

Rawmnidnr Hltose, on oath, deposes to hearing the three Defendants 
j)crsuading by ibreats the Magolah Ryots from giving a Razecnamah. 

Asnn Shei/xJt, on oath, deposes the same as above. 

llauizcai Mioidiil, in defence, stales that he knows nothing about this ; 
calls no witnesses. 

Jinfftm Poramanich denies ; no witnesses to call. 

II If Her IJohlah denies ; no witnesses. 

The evidence adduced is in 1113 ^ oi)inion sufriciontl\" clear for the con- 
viction of the Prisoners, of whom first calls witnesses, though finally 
declares he has none to bring. The Magolah Ryots came in before 
me and expressed their willingness to give in a Razecnamah and though 
the Razecnamah was being written suddenly refused to do so ; it is 
quite evident that some strong inlluenee is at Avork which prevents 
those who are the Ijetter-mindcd from fulfilling their contracts, and, 
until some decisive measures arc taken to prevent this, the intention of 
the new Bill being carried out. I therefore order that each of the three 
Prisoners be imprisoned for six months and 50 Rupees in lieu of labor. 
Fine to be paid in two da}’s. 

BUNNYUOIIEAII, G. TaYLEK,. 

nth April 18G0. J 

The Ryots of Magolah came in to give an agreement to sow Indigo, 
M bile it was being Avritien, Ilydcr, Ramzan and Ruttun spoke to them 
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and the llyots changed their minds. The question is, whai, did you say ? 
The evidence on this point is as follows. The witnesses were informed 
that the Defendants were “ giving bad advice’^ to the llyots. They wont 
up, &c. 

W Uncss, Ticmsoondnr Chose, ^^saw Ilyder, , llamzan and lliii-lun. 
These three were saying that if tlieMagolah Ryots giv^c in a Razeenamah 
we will take away their caste and burn their houses. On this the Ryots 
being frightened, went away, I heard this myscll?^ 

U'Uucss, Az'itn Sheih, — The Ryots came to give a Razeenamah when 
Defendants (three) said whoever agrees, his houses will be burnt and 
his caste taken awayq and house plundered. On this tlie Ryots w^ent 
away frightened. I heard this myself.’^ 

The Assistant Magistrate says it is evident there must be a strong 
influence at work.^^ If the wwds alleged were really uttered, and if the 
Magistrate had had no doubt of the fact, 1 do not think lie would liave 
used this expression. The evidence, as recorded, is most surely not 
conclusive. It is not all(*ged wfliich of the thrc(i Defendants iKscd the 
threat, yet wdicrc only words are punished, the first thing to be done 
is to ascertain who used them. 

The de(Usion has been hurriedly passed, and should, 1 think, be sub-s' 
)ni1t(‘d for revision to Govcriunent. 

The 19M JA/y I SOO. W. J. IIetisciiel, 

OlJici a i'tny Maglstra le. 

From A. R. \0LTxn, Fs(j., St*cretarv to the Crovcniini'ut of Bengal, to tlic 
Ofliciating Ooirnnissloncr of the Niiddcii Division, — (No. 287d, dated the 
2iul June 1800.) 

Siiq 

I AM dire(*te(l to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
2d, dated the .2Sth ultimo, submitting the original record of a case in 
which three men liave been sentenced to i]npri^oi^uleut by ATr. A-, i.-,- 
tant Magistrate C>. Taylor, on a charge of intimidating Ryots, and in 
reply to state that, under tlie circumstances noticed by the Magistrate 
of Nuddea and yourself, the Licuteuaiit-Govcrnor is pleased to authorize 
the immediate release of the Prisoners. 

2, You are requested to communicate to Mr. Tayler an expression 
of the Lieutenant-GovenioFs regret and displeasure with his unsatis- 
factory proceedings in this case. 

8 ? 
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From K. IF. Lusttits^otox, Esq., Officiating Oominissioner of ilic Niuldca 
Division, to tlio Secretary to the Govermnent of J3cngal, — (No. 30, 
dated the 29lh Maj ISGO.) 

Sin, 

Ox going ihroiigli the file of eases decided hy Officers under 
Act XT., I have c^nne to a Vernacular Order of Mr. Graham Tayler, 
sentencing thirty-nine men charged with breach of contract to pay a 
fine of 100 llupces to Government if the}- do not sow Indigo for the 
Prosecutor, according to the terms of their agreements, and in default 
of payment to three months’ imprisonment, 

2. No lloohookarreo or English decision is filed with the Proceed- 
ing, and in explanation of this extraordinary order ; and as it is entirely 
without the Law, and the men have been in Jail since 1 ith April, T 
have desired the Magistrate to release the men on security, pending the 
orders of Government. 

3. I trust tliat the Lieutenant-Governor will a})pruve of this step, 
and also issue orders for the cancellation of the fine. 

4. The Prisoners should, 1 think, receive their free discharge ; but 
the Prosecutor should, 1 presume, have the power of instituting IVesh 
proceedings against them when the case would be taken up in a proper 
manner. 

5. Mr. Tayder similarly lined Kyots in two other cases for breach 
of contract, but the fine was accompanied with damages to the Planter. 
As these damages were paid, I^Ir. llerscdnd very properly discharged the 
men without taking any notice of the order for fining them. 


From A. E. Youxo, Esq., Si'crekny to the (hjvcrmiieat of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Commissioner of the Nndd<‘a Division, — (No. 2870, dated the 
2nd June 18G0.) 

Sill, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of ymir letter Nov 
30, dated the 29th ultimo, and in reply to inform you that the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor approves of the orders isvsued by you in the case of the 
thirty-nine men imprisoned under an order of Mr. Assistant Magistrate 
Taylor, and directs that the sentence illegally passed upon them be at 
once remitted. 
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2. As these poor men have been imprisoned without lawful judg- 
ment on, and apparently without lawful trial of, the Plaintiff’s claim, the 
supposition contained in your 4th paragraph, as to the position of the 
Plaintiff, seems correct. This, the Lieutenant-Governor reiiuirks, makes 
the injustice of Mr, Tayler’s order very glaring. 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor desires that you wdll call u])on Mr. 
Tayler for such defence of his conduct as he can make ; and that you 
will report upon his general competency for the exercise of his present 
powers. 


From E. If. Lusiiikotopt, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Xuddoa 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government ^of Bengal, — (No. 208Ct., 
dated the itli August 1800.) 

SlK, 

In reply to your letter No. 2870, dated 2nd Juno, I have tlic 
honor to submit, for the orders of the Lieutenant- Go vxTUor, tlu^ accom- 
panying copy of an explanation from ]\Ir. Tayler, Joint Magistrate and 
Deputy Colleetor of Ma^oorah, regarding his proceedings in certain trials 
lu*ld by him under Act XI. of 1800 in Kishiiaghur. 

2. I regret to have to state that I consider this exjdanatiou to he 
\('ry unsatisfactory, and showing at any ralti that Mr. Tayhu’ could 
have taken no pains to accpiaiiit himself witli this im])Qrtant sjiecial Law, 
which he was Specially directed to administer with every care aiul 
disi'i’im illation. 

3. On the other hand I liave much pleasure in recording, after an 
examination of several eases decided by Mr. Tayler under tlic general 
regulations, in both Kishiiaghur and Jessore, that his judgiiieiils appear 
to have been prepared with care, .and are founded in each instance on 
such a proper and sufficient investigation of the merits of the case as to 
leave no doubt in my mind that he is fully cpialified to exercise tlie 
powers he now holds. 


From G. TaItleb, Esq., Joint Magistrate of Magoorali, to the Commissiaii(*r 
of the Nuddoa Division, — (dated the 13th Juno 1800.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your Docket No. 23, forwarding a corrosporidonco 
between yourself and the Secretary to Government of Bengal, in which 
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I have been called on for an ex|)lanalion of my conduct willi vepjard to a 
case decided by me under Act XI., 1 have ilie lionor to stale that 1 was 
of opinion that the dama;^es to be awarded to the Planter, in consecpicnce 
of the breach of contract, and the damaj^os as an alternative were 
separate and nothing to do with each otlier, and I consecjiieutly passed 
the same order in each case. I thought that the payment of the 
alternative would have prevented the Prisoner going to Jail, even 
though the damages to the Planter had not been realized. 

2, 1 would beg most Imrnldy to remark that this order, illegal as 

it was (tliough nn intentionally so on my pari) would not have caused 
nT)y greater severity or punishment to the Ryots than the Law aetually 
intended ; l)nt rather on the contrary gave them the chance of escaping 
imprisonment; whereas tile non-payment of the alternative simply forced 
him to go to Jail till the realization of the damages to the Planter. 

t3. T have the honor also to state, for the information of Ilis Honor 
the Lieutenant- Governor, and for his kind consideration, that in reply 
to a private note from the Magistrate, Mr. TIerschel, I liad (also 
privately) informed him of the exact order given by me and had also 
sent ail abstract of all cases as they were decided to Mr. llerschel for 
Ills })erus<il and transmission to the Commissioner ; but that, noiwith- 
sianJing, I did not, till I had given over my duties at Niiddea, hear that 
1 had acted in any other but the right way. I was also at an Out-station 
where I had" no means of hearing in what way other Officers were 
deciding such cases. In the 5tli paragraph of your letter you mention 
that in another case Mr. llerschel had released the Prisoner on the 
damages being realized without taking any further notice of the alter- 
native. To this I can only reply that such was intended by my order 
it ))cing unnecessary to realize the alternative also, since the Ryot had 
chosen to go to Jail, 

4. With reference to the omission of damages to the Planter in the 
Vernacular Order and of an English decision, both arc entirely owing 
to the carelessness of my Anilali I believe, for in every case the same 
order was given and an English decision attached. 

5. In coneliision I trust that Ills Honor the Lieutenant-Governor 
wall bo pleased to accept this explanation as sufficient at least to exonerate 
me from all ideas of wilful injustice, and that you, when reporting 
on my general compcioncy under my present powers, will take into 
consideration the cdiaractcr 1 have always obtained from my several 
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superiors^ as also from my work at Nowadali ; and not from ilio low 
oasos decided hy me, under an Act which was mistak<m at lirst hy all 
the Olilcors 1 believe in the Niiddea Division, althou<;‘h not in so seri(tus 
a manner as by myself. 


From A. E. Yorxe^, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Oliiclatiiijjf Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (^To. 1177, dated ilio 
11th Aui^ust 1800.) 

Sill, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the I th 
instant, No. 20S, suhinittini** a (‘opy of an explanation from Mr Tayler, 
Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector of Magoorah, of his i)rocoe(lings 
in (ii'rtain trials held by him under Act XI. of 18G0, and remarking that, 
though you consider this explanation to bo unsatisfactory, there is no 
doubt in your mind that Mr. Tayler is fully qiialilled to exercise the 
j)()wers he now holds, 

2, The Lieutenant-Governor is glad to find from Mr. Taylor’s expla- 
nation which contains a free admission of the error into which he fell, 
that his orders in the cases in (picstion were the result not of an iiiien- 
tionul disregard of all Law, but of a misunderstanding of the Law under 
which he was adiiig. The Lieutenant-Governor agrees, liovvever, witli 
you in tliinking that Mr. Tayler cannot have taken pains to aecpiaint 
himself with the special Law he was called in to administer; and after 
tlie strong iujimctions issued to deal in a particularly careful manner 
with cases under this Law, such want of pains is much to be regretted. 
It is also apparent to the Lieutenant-Governor that Mr. Tayler not only 
omitted to study the Law with due care, but Unit he passed decisions 
under it, so irregular and defeudive in form, as to show that tlie cases 
tried were very hastily disposed of. Such want of care, when Mr. Tayler 
was sitting as a CivilJiulge of last resort, trying Civil causes of great 
iinportaiico to the parlies, was, in the Lientenaiit-Goveriior’s opinion, 
very blameahle. 

G. Your report of the manner in which Mr. Tayler exercises his 
general powers under the regulations, and of the care with which he 
decides cases in the ordinary line of Magisterial business, is, I am 
desired to add, satisfactory. 
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From E, II. Lrsmir^dTrm, Esq., Commis.sioncr of the Nuddea 

Division, to the Secretary to the Goveriimciit of Bengal, — (No. 31, dated 
the 20th May 1800.) 

SiK, 


T HAVE the honor to suhmit, for the consideration and orders 
of the Lieutenant-Governor, the accompanying^ decision, in original, 
from Mr. Mackenzie, Deputy Magistrate, senten- 
rrisoners named in the margin to six 
Jjeeuoo inoutlis’ imprisonment on a charge of intimidating 

liyots. 

2. In the first place, I beg to mention that it is nowhere recorded 
in the proceedings that the Ryots who were intimidated were under the 
agreements, as re(j[uired by Section V. It is, however, stated l)y the Pro- 
secutors that they had sown for the Factory, and though this is ^^ot, 
I tliink, siiJlhdent, I would not wish to see tlic case overtlirown on that 
account, but because the evidence in su})port of it is weak, inconsistent 
and inconclusive. 

3. The Defendants have been for some time at variance with the 


Fmjtory, and during the last six montlis have had east's against tljc 
people connected witli it and against the Propritdors. Linder sucli ttir- 
cumstances, the charge that they should ha.ve gone o})en]y in a hotly to 
the Yillage in which the Factory stands, and there siinunom^d the people, 
who were all staunch to the Factory, to come forward and discuss tlie 
question of throwing up their advances, and threatened them with ex- 
communication ajid loss of property if they did not, was one from its 
nature rctpiiring the most searching and careful investigation. I regret 
to observe that this has not been bestowed upon it. 

4. The evidence shows that the four out of five Prosecutors were not 


of Bhiigwan Village itself, but of adjoining and that they 

liad gone there to collect Coolies when they were called out i.o meet the 
Defendants. Not one of these five persons attempted to state precisely 
in his deposition what each Defendant said, but all agreed in general 
terms that all the Defendants threatened them with loss of caste if they 
refused to join them. The Defendants appear not to have been present 
when the above statements were recorded, but when they were subse- 
quently brought up to be identified before tlie Deputy Magistrate 
Sahib Khan, Prosecutor, called the Defendant Dccnoo, ^^Oojecr;’^ 
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SulKlar BiiX; another Prosecutor, called the Dofoiulant Poidiai, l.ulK 
oluiiul/^ 

5. Tlirce witnesses were ])roducccl in support of the Prosceuior^s 
statement, but the few points of variance found in their depositions, as 
stated by Mr. Mackenzie, are at once accounted for l>y the very i^inieral 
nature of their evidence. No single witness assij 2 ;ns any particular 
words of intimidation to any individual Defendant ; there are even 
discrepancies in the j^oneral words used, and one witness said there were 
several other people, whom he did not know, present with Defendants, 
but whether they said anythinjj^ or not he does not depose. 

(). One of the pleas ur^cd ]>y the Defendants was, that the Prosecu- 
tors were petty llyots who had no ploug'hs or cattle and could not 
therefore sow Indij^o, hut had been put up to this complaint by tlie 
Proprietors of the Factory. This was a very good ])lea, and Mr, 
Mackenzie very properly proposed to investigate it, but being prevented 
from going on the day appointed, sent an Amlali there without giving 
notice to the Dclendants on the day following, when, as tlie Defendants 
allege, a partial and false loturu of tlie Prosecutor’s position was sub- 
mitted to the Di^puty jMagistrate, through the indiieiicc of the 
Pactory servants. 

7. In my huinl)le judgment all the Prisoners in this (‘ase are guilt- 
less of the charge, and should be disehargiid. 

8. 1 bog to call attention to one very objectionable passage in 
Mr, Mackenzie’s judgment. He appears to liavc measured the amount 
of puiiisluueut not according to what he thought the ollimcc deserved, 
but because he knew Mr. (low Smith, the Superintendent of the Factory, 
(‘omplaincd of the Defendants as being at the liottom of the eomhinatioii 
and thought them the worst of all his Kyots. 
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juul Pailiari Mniidul, Deeuoo Mundul and Kurrcem M undid (.>1* 
Col>iiulo|)orc^ came and told 1dm to assemble others^ (of bis 
iellow Villagers,) he asked why? The}^ replied it was necessary. 
Oil this, they stood under the Tamarind trees in tlie Village, and 
deponent went into the parralt^ where he met Sahib Khan, Joonnul 
Sheikh, Keenoo Sheikh, Suddar Bnx Sheikh, Edoo Meer, 
Chand Mirza and Maniot Sheikh, all of whom he called. Defen- 
dants asked them what they were doing in their Village with 
respect to Indigo. They replied they had sown their Sahib^s In- 
digo, will sow it and take no exception ; whereupon Defendants said, we, 
the folks of all the Villages, have entered into a combination, it is not 
right in yoU; the Villagers of one Village, to keep aloof, sow no Indigo; 
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you will be put to no expense with respect to the costs of lawsuits ; 
come with us and present a Petition to the Magistrate Sahib ; you will 
not be char<^ecl with the cost of the paper, we will pay it ; if you do not 
come it will not be w^ell for you ; we will stop yom hookha and your })nni) 
and if we, the Villagers of all Villa^-es, plunder your Villaj^e, weareal)le 
to do so, therefore do not stand aloof but join us. Coni])lainants replied 
they had no quarrel with their Sahih, and refused to file a Petition ; 
Defendants then tlireatencd them and went home. On l)ein^‘ eonfronU'd 
with the six Defendants present in Court deponent identified thorn. 
Defendants never went to Complainant’s Village l^eforc (to threaten or 
intimidate) hut used to foi])id them to sow Indigo when they liapjrcned 
to meet. Sahib Khan deposes to the like ellect. On being confronted, 
however, witli the Defendants 1/b identified all, but called Deruioo 
^^Oqjecr.” 

Joormul Sheikh and Kecnoo Sheikh depose to the like effect and 
identify Defendants. Siibdar Bux de])ost*s to the same efiect, but on 
identifying Defendants called Potehai Lalhdiaud.” 

The witnesses Edoo Meer, Chand Mirza and Maniot Slieikh depose to 
the same effect and identify Defendants. The ])oints oi* variance in the 
testimonies of Complainants and witnesses is immaterial on material 
points, and 1 do not transcribe an abstract of each man’s deposition 
separately in view *to avoiil repetition. 

The Defendant, Nilinoney Doss, pleads denial. lie says he has no 
relations in the Village of Bugwan and is not acquainted with any of the 
complainants, That he lias not been out of his own \AiIlage since the 
month of Assin last through fear of the Saliil), and that this com])laint 
has been preferred against him because he will not consent to sow 
Indigo. 

The Defendant, Potehai Mundul, pleads denial. He lias not been to 
the Village of Bugwan for the past two months. Thinks Complainants 
may be servants of the Sahib, and have preferred this complaint in col- 
lusion with the Sahib. They (Defendants) have petitioned against the 
Factory. 

The Defendant, Lall chand Mundul, makes a similar defence ; but he 
cannot assign any reason for tlic inst itution of the complaint. 

Ilis witness Scraj Meeah knows nothing and does not reinomlier whore 
he himself was at night-fiill on the tl7th of Chyth, and so on, on cross- 
examinatioa. 
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The Darof^ali has been unable to send in Oiinganarain Bliuttacliarjcc 
I'or exaiiiination. He reports that the man has absconded from the 
Village! in orde r to avoid pvini;' evidence. As the Subpoena has not 
been ])crsonally served on him, I am unable to issue a Warrant for his 
arrest or to attach his property. 

The D(dcnclant, Tiirribut Mundul, pleads denial. He says he has not 
been to 13 ii<^\vau for tlic past six months, and is not acquainted with 
any ot‘ the Defendants. lie can assign no reason for the institution of 
lie' cornjdaint, and calls no witnesses. 

Tho Defendant, Baool Munclul, pleads denial ; and makes a similar de- 
fence. lie has not been to Bugwan for the past month, or month 
and a lialf. 

His witness Goomani Mecr says * lie docs not know him, and knows 
nothing. He has not heard of the outrage, and so on. 

Tiiis Deleiidant named another witness in support of his defence, one 
()(>j('t‘r Khan. He was duly summoned, but the Daragali reports there 
is no one of that name in the Village. 

Di i(‘noo Mundul pleads denial. He says he docs not know who the 
(loni[»lainant llajub Ali is ; has heard he lives at liugwan ; he has not been 
in the Village of Bugwaii, since he presented a Petition against the Sahib ; 
used to go the rebcforc ; Complainants arc ^^Meers’^ of their (Defendants,) 
easU‘, don^t inlorinarry hut eat together. Cannot say whence the com- 
plaint, fancies the Sahib lias induced the PlaiuliUs to complain, he being 
at enmity with us (Defendants). 

Ills witness Khuhir Meoah deposes he has not seen Deenoo go near the 
Village of Bugwaii for nearly a year. Cannot say whether he forbad 
Uajnl) Ali to sow Indigo or not, or threatened him, and so on. 

ivcanulee Mecah deposes that Defendants did not threaten Complainants 
or forbid them to sow Indigo. He has not seen Defendants in the Village 
(Bugwaii) this year, nor for the past ten or twelve years. The Villagers 
ol Defendants^ Village have filed a Petition against sowing Indigo. 

The Defendants^ Mooktear tried to establish, on cross -exaniination of 
Defendants^ itnesscs, that Complainants were all small men, who had 
neither ploughs nor ploughing cattle. I therefore determined to go to the 
si)ot and ascertain their condition in life. Want of leisure prevented me 
going ill person, and I dcputi'd one of my Amlah ycsti'rday. He finds 
and reports that Cuinplainaiits arc of the middle class, neither great men 
nor small men. 
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Upon consuloraiion of the whole of the evidence^ 1 see no fenlfieicnl 
I’cason to doubt the (ruth of the complaint. 

The point for consideration now is, what measure of punislnncnl 
should be awarded. I know that Mr. James Gow Smith com]>lains bit- 
terly of tlie men of these Villages as being at the bottom of the combina- 
tion against the Factory and the sowing of Indigo and being the worst 
of all his llyots; and 1 am therefore of opinion that a severe penalty is 
reejuired in this case. 

I therefore convict and sentence as detailed in columns 7 and 8. 

I reserve orders on Nilmoney Doss and Potchai Mundul, whose wit- 
nesses have not yet been examined. 

W. L. Mackenzie, 

Dejmli/ Ma<jhirQLi\ 


PllOOLHAlUA, 

The ^mh April 1880. 


! 


From H. B ELL, Esci., Under- Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to tlie 
thUeiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 2897, dated tlic 
dihJuue 18G0.) 

Slit, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 31, 
dated the 29th ultimo, in which you submit an 
Tuni <)i-]\niniil decisiou from Mr, Mackenzie, tlie De- 

piity Mapjistrate, sentencing the four Prisoners 
named in the margin to six months' imprisonment 
on a charge of intimidating Ryots. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor, in concurrence with the opinion ex- 
pressed by you that the Prisoners are guiltless of the charge, directs 
that the sentence passed upon them be at once remitted. 


From E. H. LosiiiNaTON', Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Secretary to tlic Government of Bengal, — (No. 31, 
dated the 31st May 1800.) 

Sill, 

I HAVE the honor to submit the accompanying decision, 
in original, of Mr, G. Taylor, sentencing one Kahi Cliund to a line of' 
50 Rupees, in default, three months’ imprisonment, on a charge of insti* 
gating and dissuading Ryots from sowing Indigo by threats. 
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2. On an examiuai ion of Die records Die case appears to consisi in 
the fact of a Takoed^eer to a tree where a iiumbpr of Kyots were 
oolleciod, and whilst persuadiin^V Diem to make it up with the Sahib^’ 
Die defendant canic forward aiul said don't be taken in/' the Planter 
is only frii*'h toning' you. 

3. Not one of tlieso Ilyots appears to liave been examined, but 
tliero arc Diree witn<?sses who were subscciiiently brought to the spot by 
the Plainiiif whoso depositions diifor from tliat of the Plaintitf and from 
each ()th(!r, and in not one of them do the words alleged to have been 
used by the Dofendaiit amount to intimidation. 

1. The Prisoiuu- deiued the charge and cited witnesses, but they 
were never summoned. 

.5. Under ih(\se cireumstanees there can be no cpiostion of Die 
PrivSoner being enlitled to Ids immediate release. 
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arrangement, on which Kala 










Chuiid Mundul, of Alinuggur 


dissuaded them from so doing, 
and told them not to agree to sow Indigo. I heard this^ also Sungalee 
and Dobai and Kadoo Sheikh heard it, so I called on them to give 
evidence. My witnesses are Ameens and Takeedgeers and one Ryot. 
They iverc sitting there (points to npol.) 
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Jaiigalce Shelklij on onth, deposes to l>cini^ called ky Aroop Slu-ikk 
and liearin^ K«ala Cliund instigating two Jiyots not to soav. There is no 
grudge existing between the two parties. 

Dobai Shclkb, on oath^ deposes to the same facts. 

Kadoo Sheikh, on oath, deposes the same as above. 

Kala Chund Mundul denies ; calls witnesses who arc all Prisoners, 
and whom he was said to be dissuading. 

On the above evidence the charge is suniciently proved, more espe- 
cially since the Prisoner is unable to bring forward any creditable evi- 
dence in defence; therefore order passed as recorded in column No. 8, 

G. Taylku. 

From IT. Pell, Es<j., Undi^r-Secretary to the Government of ikmgiil, to tlie 
Offeiatin^ Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (Eo. 2890, dated 
the Ith June 1800.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the rocei])t of your letter 
No. 3 t, dated the dlst ultimo, submitting wiili your remarks tbe origi- 
nal decision of Mr. Assistant Magistrate G. Tayler, under Section 5, 
Act XT. of 1800, sentencing one Kala Cliund hTundul to tine of Pnpees 
50, or imprisonment for three Inonths, for insiigating and dissuading 
llyois from sowing Indigo. 

2. Tinder tbe cireunistances pointed out by you, the Lieutenant- 
Governor directs that the sentence be remitted, and the Prisoner imme- 
diately released. 


From E. TT. Lustttxoto'N', Esq., Olfieiating Commissioner of tlio Nuddea 
Division, to tlic Secretary to the Government of llengal, — (No. 41, dated 
the Gill Juno 1800.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to solicit the favorable interposition of the 

Lieutenant-Governor on liehalf of 


NiukI Doss. TinLorce Mundul. 

Miilu'V Ally Sheikli. NokoleC Sheikh. 

Kuri’ociu Mundul. Jaroo Sheikh. 


the men mentioned in the marfvin, 
who have been sentenced hy Mr. 


W. L. Mackenzie to six months’ 


imprisonment^ on a charge of destroying an Indigo crop. 

2. I have not tlic original decision in English at hand to submit to 
the Lieutenant-Governor, hut the record shows that a Takcedgeer, a 
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l^urkuiidiin/, nuJ two Booiia Co(»li(‘s of Boorpore Fiictorjr, saw llio 
Dcfcndani Moolookcliand Slicikli and six other Defendants l)U8ily em- 
ployed in ploujjj'hinj^ n]) Llm Indigo. Tlio Defendant Moolookcliand 
admits i)lono*hin^^ np the crop, l>ut denies its being; Iiidig^o of the present 
season. This, liowev(‘r, was found on local enquiry liy tlic Deputy 
IVIaf^isl rate in ])er8on io be uiitruo, and thcrelore on this account, and 
his own admission, I would su^i^est that the sentence ag^ainst him 
slioidd not be interfered with. 1 woidd recommend that the other 
Defendants should be discliarg^ed on fhc ^^rouiul of the worthlessness of 
the evideiiec for the prosecution, and the fact tliat they have all shown 
g^ood reasons why they Avere not coneerued in the offence. They liavc 
already f)een two months in Jail. 


From A. 11. Vorxn, Esq., Seeretary to the Government of TJengnl, to the 
Oflieiating OoiiimissicMicr of the hluddea Division, — (No. 3017, dated 
th(‘ lltli June ISGO.) 


SlU, 


Nund Dovs. 

]^1iilu*r Ally SlK'ikh. 
Jvmrcuui Muiidiil. 


Tiiikoroi' IMundul. 
Nokolrc Slwikh, 
Juroo hJlit'ikIj. 


1 AM directed to aeknowledgc the receipt of yonr letter 
No. 41, dated the Gth instant, and 
to state in reply that, in eomplianee 
willi your rcca)mTnendati()n, the 
Jji(mtenant-(jovcrnor authorizes the reh^ase of tin' Prisoners named in 
the margin, scnleneed to six montlu/ imprisonment l)y Mr. Dej)nly 
Magistrate Mackenzie, on a charg’O of de.stroying* Indigo ero]). 


From E. Tl. hrsiiTNOTOX, Esq., Odiei.itlng Commissioner of ihe Niukh'ii 
Division, to the Seeretary to the Goveriimeiit of Bengal, — (No. 11201., 
dated the lltli June ISGO.) 

Sij?, 

1 n WE the lionor to soliet tlic fivorable iiiterferonee of Gie 
Lieutenant-Governor on behalf of tlie Prisoners 
named in the margin, and sentenced by Mr. 
]\Iaclean on I7tli April to six months^ im- 
l)risonment with lal;or, and 200 Ptupces' fine, 
and in default of payment to a further period 
of six mouths, on account of maliciously break- 
ing up a growing crop of Indigo. 


K opeolu ildeo J oadav, 
a’ora]) .losuliir. 
IModlKH) UisAMis. 
E:Uo(> Sirdar. 

Kokhoo Molifk. 
lluly Joiidar. 

Ohuiid IJiswas. 
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Ji, The case is entirely supj)ortetl, as many oiliors hav(‘ boon of the 
same nature, 1)y the servants of the Factory, who all happened to meet 
at the spot at the same time. There is also much discrepancy as io the 
residence of the witnesses. In one instance a witness, cited by the 
Plain tiff, is stated by him to bean inhabitant of a particular Yillag-e, 
while a person with precisely the same name, but an inhabitant of another 
Village, gave evidence, though this important point appears to have 
escaped notice. 

f‘3. Lastly, I would observe that the only independent testimony as 
regards the actual (iestruction of the Indigo is the report of the Mohiirir, 
in which he states that the Plant had not the appearance of having been 
freshly broken up, but that of having been gradually encroached on ibr 
many days previous to the re])ort of the occurrence. 


From A. 11. You iva, Esq., Secretary to the GovM'rnuKMit of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Coinmissioiier of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 3172, dated the 
loth June ISGO.) 

Sir, 

I directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 

1 l'2Ct., dated the iith instant, and to inform you 
in reply that, in consideration of the douhtfiil 
circumstances therein brought to notice as to the 
guilt of the Prisoners named in the margin, the 
Lieutenant-Governor has been pleased to remit 
the sentence passed upon them, and authorizes their immediate dis- 
charge. 


Joadar, 

.fosKlar. 

IVIodlioo liiswas. 
Fiiloo Siidar. 
Is’oklu’c jMolick. 
Ilidy .l().idiir. 

(Jluiud Ui^svas, 


From E. TI. LlTS^lTN(^TON■, Esq., OHiciating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 151Ct., 
dated the 28th June 1800.) 


Sir, 


Misbocr UiKwas, 
.loki'c M undid, 
lloudoo Muudul, 


I HAVE the honor to solicit the favorable interposition of the 
Lieutenant-Governor ou behalf of the Prison- 
ers named in the margin, sentenced by Mr. 
Mackenzie to three months^ imprisonment with 
labor, on a charge of intimidation, under Section III., Act XI. of ISOO. 

2. It a])pi‘ars to nio needless to comment at any length upon the 
cvidciict'j as it is iiowbore mcntiuiied what particular persons were inti- 
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niidatcd from sowino* by ilic Deftindants beyond tbo general terms of 
the llyots of certain Yillages. Not one of tlieso llyots appears to have 
been examined, an :1 the (ase rests entirely on the depositions of four 
Takcedgeers who found tliemseKes together in the Village, when the 
alleged intimidation was going on. 

3. Tlie men should, I tliiiik, be reh'ascd immediately. 


From II. Bell, Esq., Ihider-Bccretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Ollieiatiiig Coinniissioiior of tlie Nutldca Bivisioii, — (No. 3317, dated 
tlio 23rd June ISOO.) 

SlJl, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the rccci])t of your letter No. 

151, dated the 20th instant, and to state in 

Mi'tsoor ni‘i\vns. i ii i * i* ‘ii 

.lokt'o iNlniuiui. that, in compliance with your ro- 
ll oikIoo JVIuikIuI. tj* i.1 T'i L /■'» • 

commendation, tlie Lneutenaiit-Cjovernor is 
])loased to remit, tlu* sentence passed on the three Prisoners named iii 
the margin, liy Mr. Deputy Magistrate Mackenzie, on a cl large of in- 
timidation, under Act XL ot ISGO. 

Frofn E. IT. T jUSin^JUTON', Esq., Ofhciating Ooimnissioncr of th(3 Nudde^a 
Division, to the Secretary to the Goverimieiit of Bengal, — (No. 15001., 
dated ilu3 22iid June IbGO.) 

Sir, 

T HAVE the honor to solicit the Lieutenant-Go.veriior^s inter- 
ference on bclialf of the Prisoners, whose 

Nussenrnm Clioso. t i 

Kiiioo Slit iixii. names are entered in the margin, who have 

S.idoo Clmin, and sixteen otlicM’S. , i j ii '.t . . 

been seuteiiccd to three months^ imprison- 
ment by ilr. Oliphant, Officiating Joint Magistrate of Nuddea, fur 
maliciously causing the destruction of a growing crop ot Indigo. 

2. The evidence against the Prisoners amounts to the fact that their 
Cattle were found eating down Indigo, but whether they had strayed 
there, or had been driven there on purpose, is not known, neither were 
the Defendants seen near the spot when the Cattle were seized. The 
only way tlie Defendants were traced to have any connection with the 
case was by their suhseciueutly applying to the Pouiid-keeper for the 
release of their Cattle, 

3. Lndei* these circumstauees, the charge of malicious destruction 
an not stand, and the Prisoners should, I think, be rcleapcd. 
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From A. E. Yottko, Escj., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 3347, dated the 
20th June 1860.) 


SxB, 


Nnsseeram Ghose. 

Kaloo Shoiklu 

Sadoo Churn, and sixteen others. 


I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 

150, dated the 22nd instant, and to state in 
reply that, in compliance with your recom- 
mendation, the Lieutenant-Governor is 
pleased to remit the sentences of the Prisoners named in the margin, 
passed on insufficient evidence by Mr. Oliphant, Officiating Joint 
Magistrate of Nuddea, on a charge of malicious destruction of Indigo. 


From IT. M. IIetd, Esq., Commissioner of the Eajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. lOSl, dated the 7th 
July 1860.) 

Sin, 

I HAVE the honor to forward herewith copy of an application 
from the Officiating Magistrate of Piibna, dated the 30th ultimo, for 
the release of one Gopal Duti, who is now undergoing a sentence of 
imprisonment in the Pubna Jail, for a breach of the provisions of the 
Indigo Act, The Officiating Magistrate's reason for recommending the 
release of the Petitioner is, that the case in which he was convicted, 
as well a;S all the (jthers between his fellow -villagers and the Meerpore 
Factory, have been compromised. 

2. I have examined the record of the case and find that the con- 
viction is one for an attempt at intimidation, and that it has been ar- 
rived at under that portion of the 5th Section of Act XI, of ISCO 
which prescribes the penalty of fine and imprisonment on any person 
who shall otherwise intimidate or attempt to intimidate any otlier 
person who shall have entered into any such agreement as that alluded 
to in the Act, with the intention of inducing such person to break 
the conditions thereof.'' The offence was punished by the Deputy Ma- 
gistrate Moulvee Wasifoodeeii on the 24th April last with six months' 
imprisonment, and a fine of Rupees 100, or three months' additional 
imprisonment and a fine in lieu of labor. The case does not appear to 
have been an aggravated one, and I would beg therefore to solicit the 
Lieutenant-Governor's sanction to the pardon and release of the Pri- 


soner. 


80 
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IVom A. J. 13AreBBiDaE, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Pukia, to 

the Commissioner of the Eajsliahye Division,— (dated the 30th June 1860.) 

Sib, 

I HAVE the honor to forward a Petition for the release of one 
Gopal Diitt, imprisoned under the Indigo Act. The ease, with all the 
others eonn(i(*ted witli it, has hccii compromised after the said Dutt’s 
conviction. 1 promised to forward the application and do so accordingly. 

2. I see no ohjcction to the man’s release, if you think fit and have 
the power. 

From A. P, Yoitno, Fsq., Secretary to the (lovornment of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of the llajshahye Division, — (No. 8080, dated the l-4th 
July 1800.) 

Sib, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
1081, dated the 7th instant, recommending, at the instance of the 
(jyiiciating Magistrate of Pubna, the pardon and release of a Prisoner 
who is now undergoing a sentence of imprisonment in the Pubna Jail 
under a Penal Clause of the Indigo Act, on the ground that the case in 
which he was convicted has been compromised. 

2. In reply, I am desired to state that Criminal cases, after sentence 
is passed, cannot be compromised, and that therefore the sentence of the 
Prisoner under notice cannot be interfered with, on the ground taken 
by the Officiating Magistrate. 

3, But as the ofTence, according to your report, was not of an aggra- 
vated character, the punishment awarded would seem to have been un- 
necessarily severe, the Lieutenant-Governor is willing on that ground to 
act on your recommendation, and directs the release of the Prisoner. 


No. XXXI. 


From E. H. Lusiiinoton, Esq., OfTioiating Commissioner of tlie Nuddea 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 1330t., 
dated the 15fch May 18G0.) 

SlR^ 

I HAVE the honor to submit, for the perusal of the Lieutenant- 
Governor, the accompanying Statement in original, of a case for a breach 
of Contract tried and decided by Mr. Herschel, Officiating Magistrate 
under Act XI. of 1860. 

3. In the propriety of tliat Officer’s decision in dismissing the case 
I entirely concur, though I think he might have gone further and given 
damages against the (complainant under Section IV, of that Act. 

3. My object, liovvever, in submitting the record is, to afford tlic 
Lieutenant-Governor an opportunity of judging from actual facts of the 
system on which in this instance the Factory accounts appear to hav(j 
been kept, of tlie manner in which the advances to a number of llyols 
are asserted to have been conducted, and of the gross attempt to estal)- 
lish proof of their having been made, by the production of evideuee, of 
the most weak and worthless description. 

4. The name of the Factory is Beerporc, one of many forming the 
large Concern of Messrs. Hill and Co., whose general Manager is Mr. 
Furlong; and the Assistant in charge of this particular Factory is Mr. 
Saubolle, who appeared as the chief evidence for the prosecution. 

5. Tlic case now under notice is peculiar as it was broiiglit up with 
apparently the most complete proofs which could be possibly rccpiired ; 
there were the books of the Factory, written Kal^ooliiits with direct 
evidence to their preparation at the time of making the advances, and 
the payment of the advances ; and every one of these proofs completely, 
entirely, and I may add disgracefully broke down. 

6. I will not trespass on the Lieutenant-Governor’s time by 
recapitulating the particular points of failure in each instance, hut the 
Lieutenant-Governor will see from the record that the Pattaujat (on 
account of the advances paid to each llyot) was never brought for Mr. 
Saubolle’s signature by the Factory servants till the 1st March, thougli 
the advances were purported to have been paid on the 18th September. 
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The hook itself was to all appearance as if it were only a week old, 
with clean edges, and unruffled red cloth cover, while the writing 
looked as if it had been written continuously, instead of the entries 
being jotted down opposite each name as payments were made. Lastly, 
the Daily Cash Book turned out to be no Daily Cash Book at all, 
payments nominally of 13th September not being entered till the month 
following. 

7. With regard to the Kabooliuts, some are asserted to have been 
written by a hanger of the Factory, who had never written one before, 
some by a man, a mat-maker by trade, who happened to call at the 
Factory on that day, when he received a fresh order for more mats with 
4 annas cash advance ; and some by a person who went to the Factory 
to learn his busincs as a writer. Both the last named persons admit 
having given evidence before, and one so frequently in both Civil and 
Criminal Courts that he cannot remember how often. 

8. In addition to the exceeding incredibility of such evidence, the 
Lieutenant-Governor will observe that Mr. Herschel considers that the 
I^booliuts bore internal evidence of their utter falseness, and I must 
say that 1 think he was fully justified in forming such a conclusion. 

9. If the Lieutenant-Governor see fit, I would respectfully beg that 
the original enclosure may be returned to me as soon as possible, with 
seven or eight printed copies, as I should like to send a copy to all Offi- 
cers under my control, employed in trying Cases under Act XI., point- 
ing out at the same time how necessary it is to follow Mr, Herschers 
example in patiently and thoroughly sifting all the evidence which, in 
such cases, may be brought before them. 


No. 315. 


Peosecutor 


Gonesh Gangoolec, for Mr, Forlong, Bcerpore 
Factory. 


Defendants 




r315 Nowada Gopal Doss, 

I 31G Pororaananda Doss, 

I 317 Ramtanu Mondol, 

I* 818 Sagar Chunder Mondol, 
1 31 9v Ramjoy DossBoidara, 

1 3S0 Gungadhur Mondol, 

321 Bolai Dass, 

322 Madhub Tamkooree. 


Of Sarbarce. 


Natuee Of CoMfLAiNT ... Breach of Contract under Act XI. of 1860. 
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Pjiocebdings, 

Gonesii sworn before Mr. Mackenzie at Iladrah. 

hiCaseZlh , — On the 18tli September 1859, (Srd Asm) the defen- 
dant, Nowada Gopal, took cash 8 annas, admitting a balance of llupocs 
5-5. On this he agreed to sow 2-10 beegahs for five years, up to 1801. 
He now will not cultivate. 

In Cane 316. — Also Poroynananda owed 3-1-3, and he took 4 Rupees, 
and agreed to sow 3i beegahs for five years, as above. 

Iti Case 317. — Also Ramlanu Mondol owed 3-12, and took cash 6 
Rupees, on the same agreement, to sow 5 beegahs. 

In Case 318. — Also Sugar Chunder owed 7-0-6, and took Cash 5 
Rupees. Agreed to sow 0 beegahs for five years. lie has sown 5 beegahs 
in October, of which he has broken up d beegahs. 

In Case 319. — Also Ramjog Doss Boidara owed 10-8, and has taken 
cash 8 annas, agreeing to sow 11^ beegahs for five years. lie sowed 3i 
beegahs in October, of which he has broken up 3 beegahs. 

In Case 320. — Also Gungadhur Mondol owed 8-12. lie took casl# 8 
Rupees, and he agreed to sow 84 beegahs. In October he sowed 8 
beegahs, of which he afterwards broke up Gi beegahs. 

In Case 321. — Also Bolai Doss owed Rupees 5*15-6, and took cash 8 
annas. He agreed to sow 3 beegahs for five years. He sowed it all in 
October, but has since broken up 2 beegahs. 

In Case 322. — Also Madhub Tamkooree took cash 1 Rupee, on a 
balance of 9-1, and agreed to sow 4^ beegahs, which he has entirely 
broken up. 

12^/^ Mag , — These cases have been handed over to me by Mr, 
Mackenzie ; and, the plaintilf and witnesses having been summoned, 
the case comes on to-day. 

Plaintiff examined at Kishnaghur. By defendant’s Mooktear. The 
Kabooliut was signed at Beerpore Factory. 

Case 815 being taken up. Some thirty or forty Kabooliuts were taken 
that day. I don’t remember who wrote it with- 
out looking at the document itself. There was no Saheb there at the 
time. The Saheb does not know of the Kabooliut personally. The 
money was gjjen thus The Pattanjat was written, then the money 
was given, and then the Kabooliut was written. This was done in 
each man’s case separately. The Gomashta, Ilurro Chunder Ghose, paid 
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ilic money liuiisoll. I wrote the Daily Cash Book, and I also wrote 
the Pattanjat. There were present myself, the Oomashia, another Mo- 
hurlr, ami the wrifer of the Kahooliut. We all sat inside the house 
of the Dufterkhaiiiiah. The papers of the Pattanjat were first written for 
the whole Village. The money was given to all at one time, i, e. into each 
man’s hand, but after the former stages had been completed for them all. 
The Kabooliiits were signed after the Pattanjat ; they then all took their 
money and departed, each as he got it. After the Kahooliut was 
signed the Gomaslita made it over to me for record in the Office. With- 
out looking at the Kahooliut I cannot say how Gopal signed, nor how 
the witnesses signed. The witnesses signed each Kahooliut as it was 
completed by the Ryot. The witnesses signed iti the Dufterkhannah. 
The Stamp Paper was sent to me from Iladrah. I don’t remember how 
many Stamps wore received. Wesent to give notice that Stamp Paper was 
wanted. Written agreements were taken from all whose terms had ex- 
pired. We cannot buy Stamps at Beerpore ; we have to send for them. 
The Sarbtireo Ryots are neither Jfer Izarahdaree nor our Zemindaree 
Ryots. 

We were complained against for sowing Indigo by force, and the 
Aincons were fined, I believe. Looking at this Kahooliut (Nowada 
Copal’s), I SCO iha.t it was written by Mohesh Chose, lie is not a ser- 
vant of the Factory. Mohesh came that day, as he often does. He 
came for Oomedwarree. He lives at Chenga, some coss from Beerpore. 

Looking at the Kahooliut of Ramtanii, I see that it was written by 
Tinu Sheikh. It was written in my presence. 

Nowiuliv boin^ rcporteiT non m* • j j x-i • t 

by tho Nii/ir, the tmu IS not|pa Servant, lie is an Oomedwar 
ayamst somctimes comes to the Factory in hopes of 
getting service. lie also lives at Chenga, 
which is not one of our Villages. 

Khodu and '^alih, the witnesses to the Kahooliut, are my Putnee 
Ryots. 

The Ryots did not come to the Factory previous to the 3rd Asin, and 
after the conclusion of the last season. I mean generally. Individuals 
may have come. 

The accounts are made up thus 

The Nilpater Khateau Kegaz’^ is first examined, to how much 
leaf was given, and is compared with the Ryot’s Hat Chitta, given him 
at tho time when he delivered his leaf. Then the value of it is put to 
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his credit in his account in the Ledger. The balance is then struck^ and 
if there be any Fazil (balance due to the Ryot), he receives it then 
and there, and the amount is entered in the Roekhur. If he is in 
balance it is entered in the Paitmjat^ in which is also entered the cash 
he receives this year as an advance. Ramtanu received G Rupees in 
hard cash. The Factory books are not signed by any one. Harachundra 
Bose, the Gomashta is dead; he died in January. 

By the Court . — All the defendants were under agreement before for a 
term of years ; the same term for the whole of their Village. They 
gave a Kabooliut, which, on the expiry of the term, was returned to 
them, when, mz.y at the time of signing the new Kabooliut. There is 
a regular form of proceeding in giving the advances. 

The Ryot, sitting down, first hear each his own account, and it is 
entered. 

Question . — Is it entered then, or prepared beforehand ? 

Answer . — It is all prepared beforehand, and only read out then to the 
Ryots, who notify their consent. ^ 

Then the Patianjat is produced, and the amount which each man is to 
receive is entered then, thus : Ramtanu was called up and told. — You 
owe Rupees 3-12-9. You will receive G Rupees, as you have to culti- 
vate five beegahs. If Ramtanu has any objections to make, they arc 
made then and heard then finally. Whatever amount is then settled on 
is then entered. I swear it is not entered before the Ryot has been 
heard. When the Pattanjat has been run through the total is added up. 
Then the Kabooliuts are signed, and the money paid, hand for hand, 
and the Ryot is dismissed. Till ^e Pattanjat was finished the Stamp 
Paper was blank. It was entirely written after the terms were 
agreed on. 

The damages claimed are 10 Rupees a beegah, under the terms of the 
Kabooliut. Before the day on which the advances were given there 
was no notice given to the Ryot as to the number of years for which 
they would be called on to sign Kabooliuts. There was no reference 
made to the Saheb before entering into this agreement. There was no 
necessity for doing so. The Gomashta made the agreement on his own 
authority, granted by the Saheb, and the Saheb did not know that the 
last agreement had elapsed. After agreements have been made, we 
report them to the Saheb, but not before. I have been six years at the 
Factory, but cannot say what was the term of the last agreement with 
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ilie Ryot. The old KalooUuts were in the Dufterkhannah. I remem- 
ber distinctly giving them up to the Ryots that day. 

Bi) Defendant. — Have } ou in any case pending in Court recorded the 
fact of this Kabooliut having been given ? 

Answer. — No. 

By Plaintiff. Tlie Dufterkhannah is an open one. Mr. Saubolle took 
charge of Bccrpoie very shortly before the commencement of this season. 

I produce the Paltanjat. I swear that 1 wrote the page now 
referred to, on tlie 18th September, in the manner above described. 
I wrote tlie whole of this book at one time. T did not prepare it before* 
handj leaving out the entries as to cash. I produce the Daily Cash 
Rook. 1 wrote this myself. (The first date it bears is the 3 st of 
October 1859.) There is no other Daily Cash Book in the Factory, It 
was prepared on view of the Pattanjat. I have last yearns Roekhur at 
home. 

Question. — Was RamtaniPs adv.ance of Rupees 6, paid on the 18th 
of September, entered in that boo^^? 

Answer. — No. 

Question. — Then there is no Daily Cash Book at the Factory ? 

Ansioer. — None except this. 

Question. — Then, as regards other expenses besides Indigo advances, 
how do you render your accounts to your employer ? For instance 
the servants^ pay ? 

Answer . — The servants’ pay for September is entered in last year’s 
Daily Cash Book. It is only the Indigo expenses that are not entered 
till the Indigo season begins. 

Question. — Arc the servants’ pay for October entered in the book now 
before me ? 

Answer . — Yes. 

Question. Then this is the actual Daily Cash Book of the Factory ? 

Answer. — Yes. I swear there is no other kept. 

Quesfmi. — Why was not the payment of advances in September 
recorded in the month of September ? 

Answer. — It is the custom of the Factory. On examining the book 
it appears that all expenses incurred before the 1st of October, which 
are entered at all, arc entered (with the date. Damn, 18th September, 
for instance) on the 1st of October, No further such entries are found 
after the 1st* 
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Plainiijps MooJch/av , — The Indigo season begins on the 1st Octo- 
ber and ends on tlie 30th of September. 

BefendauL — What was your cash in hand on the 1st of October ? 

A7istvc }\ — N othi ng. 

Qaestioit . — Then why is your first entry, on the jumma side, dated 
13th September? 

Ansiver . — On that date I received 92-4 from the Hadrah Factory. 

The entry is, From the Sudder Cash Account of Hadrah Factory, 
through Jadob Chunder Roy, Gomashtah, by Chalan, 13th September, 
92-1-0.'" 

Qucstio)t . — Was it a cash remittance, or a balance in hand ? 

Answer, — It was a balance in hand. 

Question, — Then what is the meaning of tlic entry at the foot of the 
day's accounts : — 

Receipts this day ...592-1-0. 

Balance of last^onth nllP ? 

Answer , — It is the custom of the Factory. 

the Court , — AVhy was the 13th of September chosen? 

Anstver , — The accounts date from that day, when they were settled. 

Question hy (he Court , — Is 92-1-0 entered in the Sudder Hadrah 
Books as a disbursement? 

Aiiswer , — I suppose not. 

Augustus Sauholle, sworn. — I am in charge of the Hadrah Concern. 
The Beerpoiv Factory is under me. I see the title of the Beerpore 
Pattanjat in English. I wrote that. I signed the whole book on the 
1st of March to the best of my belief, and wrote the title that same day. 
I do not remember Lhis particular book being sent in to the Hadrah 
Factory. I did not send for it. Being new in the Concern, lam obliged 
to rely largely on my Amlahs. I signed it as a Factory Book. 

Tinu Sheikh wrote the Kabooliut. 

Fjjcamtned , — ^I wrote nearly fifty Kabooliuts. I think Khcdii Nul- 
looaalbo wrote, and Mohesh Chose. We sat on one carpet. We wrote 
from a sample, the Mohurir dictating the sums. 

We all wrote them that day. There were several copies for us to use, 
hand-written, not printed. I wrote them all clean off. There was no 
omission of spaces for filling in with cash or dates. I received ^no list 
Irom the Gomashtah of the names of the Ryots and the amounts', &c. 
I wrote entirely by dictation. The samples we used \vere on plain paper 

90 
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Ojiesfion , — Was tlioro any oilier stamped Kabooliut produced of 
furnicr dales? 

Aih^if'vr . — Tlirw \yvvc, wliicli the llyots took away with them. (This 
last sUitiuiK'ni Is voluu(t‘('rod.) 

Qne^fU'i} and -lusirer, — On the Kabooliut being ready the money was 
paid and the agreement signed, in one act, in my presence. I have 
Ijceii fur llnvi' years in the same situation regarding the Factory. I 
cannot sav that I ever wrote Kahooliuts before this year. 1 was 
not called to {lie Factory that day. There was no talk of my having 
to bear witness to it afterwards. 1 was not told that llie writing of the 
Kabooliut was a special matter, which I should have to attest afterwards. 
Tiie writing began at sunrise and ended at twelve or one o’clock. 

Ki! For Nui.r.ooA witnessed the Kabooliut. 

ExamtneiL — 1 went to the Factory to settle about some mats I had 
ju’ovided and to vc'coive orders about some more. I was told to take 
jour annas and get some mats. I wrote several Kabooliuts that day. 
I (*annot renioniber whether I had very much writing to do, or wheilier 
1 only wrote one or two. 1 never before wrote Kabooliuts. I never wa?» 
ein])loyed before to write at the Factory. I am not an Oomedwar, I 
only provide mats. 1 have no other reason for going to the Factory. 
T wrote tivat day because the Ryots and the Gomashtidi told me to do so. 
I wrote Ihc Kabooliuts at the verbal dictation of the Gomashtah, not 
])rcparing IhiMU beforehand. There were lifty or sixty Ryots there that 
day. 1 have been a wdlness before — 1 cannot possibly remember liovv 
many times — in both Fouzdarry and in Criminal Courts, 

Talib Bis\vas witnessed this particular Kabooliut. 

liranfineL — \\ rote several Kabooliuts also. I went to learn my 
l)usincss as a wu’itcr. I constantly write for the Factory. Have done 
so for the last three or four years. I never wrote a Kabooliut before. 
There have been no Kabooliuts written during the past few years. 1 
douT know' whether it has been the custom formerly to give Kaboo- 
liuls. I did see the old Kabooliuts given back, but I cannot say wdiat 
they wove or of what year. I have given evidence twice before. I will 
not say iliui I may not have done so oftener. If I am called up as a 
wdtuess I come. 

Eamta^ht, sworn. — I never signed this Kabooliut, nor 
di<l b ever receive a cash advance. The Planter has sown my land by 
force. 
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Exanihied . — All that was sown is still in cxisienco. I left tlio lutlijro 
crop in the giound^ because, on application to this Court, 1 et>uld jiot 
get an order to break it up. 

Witnesses confirm the statement generally. 

Not examined. 

Decision. 

The evidence in this ease is in form the most complete yet siibni!ti(^l 
to me. There is a perfect written agreement on stamped paper, scLiing 
forth that Rantanu has received six Rupees this year, on an agreement 
to cultivate Indigo for five years on five beegahs of land. The Kabooliut 
is supported by books purporting to be the Daily Cash Book and the 
Battanjat of the Raetory, in both of which the payment of cash on i he 
IStli of September is recorded. 

In weighing the evidence, the first thing that is to be observed is, 
that the real Blainiiir, Mr. Saubolle, a)>pears, from the evidence and liis 
own statement, to have had no knowledge whatever of tlie nature or i*f 
the existence of the contract. Ho was not aware of the fact that a long 
term agreement with the Ryots of a large village in one of his Faet ories 
had lapsed, nor was ho ever told that it was renewed iov five years. Jdie 
Pattanjat, indeed, lieais his signature; but he admits that this is no 
evidence of its correctness, and it certainly cannot be so, for it bears date 
o-i months after the time when the page in evidence is siipjiosed to ha\'e 
been written. I am safe, therefore, in saying tliat the evidence di ))eiHls 
on Native evidence only, and must be judged as bearing no guarantee 
from the European in whose interest the case is preferred. In allowing 
it to be brought forward, Mr. Saubolle has trusted simply to the eurreot- 
ness of the statement of his Amlah ; and from the staterneiit wliieh lie 
makes as to the reason for his signing the Pattanjat at all, it may be in- 
ferred that he has not scrutinized his own case before bringing it Jip. 

Of the documentary evidence the Kabooliut is of course the most 
important. 

The man who wrote it is produced, lie is a haugor-on of the 
Factory, and gives no satisfactory account of why he was emploj ed 
to write this document. Though so long, for three years, a hanger- 
on, he was never so employed before, aud the mere aceiJoni of Ids 
presence there that day does not explain why he, and not one of the 
regular Mohurirs, was employed on this the most important bii.dnos 
of the day. Press of time cannot, I think, have been the reason. One 
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would uuiuroily sui)poRC ihai, wlien a hw^c number of Ryots were to 
be assembled on a particular day to iliroii^di the ceremony of con- 
Iractiii^ to sow, tlie ai,^recnients, being all in one form, and all very 
long in their wording, would have been prepared, excepting individual 
details, a day or two before, and that the Factory Amlah would not 
have loft the very heavy business of ^vriting all the Kabooliuts out 
in the course of a forenoon, to the chance aid of Oomedwars. The 
Kabooliuts in tins and the parallel cases which accompany it have 
been evidently written continuously; there has been no filling up 
of blank spacjos. The witness says he wrote each document by dicta- 
tion, on view of a skeleton form. When he came to the place where 
the figures stand he evidently wrote straight on. He had no note 
before him of the figures he had to fill in. He must, therefore, have 
asked the Cjomashtah in each instance what to write. The Gomashtali 
could not possibly have been attending to him continuously, for ho had 
two others to direct as well, besides his own writing to do, and all the 
Ryots to converse Avith too. I think no Mohurrir, under these cir- 
cumstances, could resist the natural inclination to leave a blank space 
ill the document, and to fill it up when he could catch the Gomashtah^s 
eye and ask him the figures ; but these Kabooliuts are one and all 
written in one even line, without any such break as might be looked 
for, if blank spaces had been left. Again the Avitness, I see, says lie, 
wrote nearly lift}^- Kabooliuts. Sii])posing he only Avrotc twenty-five, 
he could iU)t have got through the work in much less than five or six 
hours. Is it likely that the delay thus occasioned would have been 
submitted to by the Aralah for no aj)parent purpose? The Kabooliuts, 
too, were not commenced till after the Pattanjat had been completed, 
Avhich must itself have occupied the best part of the morning, yet the 
whole ceremony was over shortly after noon. If the Kabooliuts had 
really been written that day, the ceremony could not have been 
finished much before evening; and it is to be observed that, no matter 
wdien the Kabooliuts Avere written, it is quite certain they were 
written straight on from end to end. 

I next come to the witnesses. The first is Khedu Nullooa, who 
also wrote Kabooliuts, This man is a mat-maker, who went to the 
spot by sheer accident to receive * orders about some mats, when he 
was appealed by both Ryots and Gomashtali to write to the 
Kabooliuts, This might seem as if both parties chose an independent 
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witness. But, in the first place, independent witnesses were not 
sought for. Both the other witnesses are acknowledged to be Oomed- 
wars. And secondly, if an independent witness was wanted, wliat 
becomes of Khedu’s statement, that he cannot say how many times 
he has given evidence for the Factory in the Revenue and Criminal 
cases. 

The next witness is Talib Bisioas. This man also is an Oomedwar, 
The accounts of tlie cause of their presence, by the other two witnesses, 
being evidently doubtful, he avows that he is learning his business at 
the Factory, and was employed in consequence. He is a man of mature 
age, and has been hanging about the Factory for three or four years. 
He cannot say how much oftener than twice he has given evidence for 
the Factory. Now, am I really to put any faith in the words of three 
such witnesses, two of whom have rendered services to the Factory by 
bearing evidence in several cases in its favor, but who have not as yet 
received any ostensible reward for their support ? 

The evidence of tliese njen, taken together with the uncertain and 
self-contradictory statement of the Go mash t ah as to the order of pro- 
ceedings, would alone have shaken my faith in tlie authenticity of this 
Kabooliut, But the Factory Books arc brought in support of it, and 
must be examined. 

The first is tlie Pattanjat, Mr. Saubolle’s signature to whicli lias already 
been shown to add nothing to its value. The sole evidence which gives 
any value at all to this hook is the Plaintiffs (Gonesh’s) oath, tliat ho 
wrote it on the day in question. I cannot but say that the book 
does not look as if it were more than a week or two old. Its edges arc 
perfectly clean, its binding of red cloth unruffled, there arc no blue 
stains, such as all the books I have hitherto seen liavo, from being 
wrapped up in cloth that has had Indigo on it. The writing is that 
of a man who wrote steadily on from top to bottom of the page, and 
not that of a man who had to discuss the items as he wrote them. But 
for Mr. Sauholle^s oath, that he signed it on the 1st of March, I would 
not have thought it so old as that. As it is, I cannot help asking why 
it was not sent up by the Becrporc Amlah for signature before that. 
If not signed at the time, why was it signed at all ? If only for the 
future satisfaction of the Manager, why is not the Daily Cash Book 
signed ? The last book, the back-homiof a contested case of cash pay- 
ments, is alone such as must compel a dismissal of the case. It is not 
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a Daily Cash Book at all. From ilic evidence it appears that all Indigo 
expenses incurred during tlie moutli of September, on account of the 
season now currcMC were purposely omitted from what is called the 
Daily Cash Book, of that ])criod, in order they might all be entered on 
the 1st of October, the first day of the new Indigo season, on the first 
page of the new Daily Casli Book. Tliis is a custom which the Factory, 
or any liouse <d* liusiness, has a jierfect right to adopt if it be thought 
useful, but it destroys altogollier the value of such books as cvidcjicc. 
A system of accounts, such as that which, if I am to believe Gonesh, 
exists in the llue])ore Factory, is incompatible with that strictness of 
sujieriiiteiulence which alone could induce me to put any eonhdence in 
the statements of the Native Arnlali^, to whom apparently its sole 
management has been left. 

In dismissing this ease as against llamtami, I cannot but re])cafc my 
deep sorrow that such a result should ensue on a case to which, it might 
liave been expected, the personal attention of the European Managers 
would have been given. 

W. J. IIkiisciikIu 

The Y'iih Miij 18i50. 


From A. 11, ToirNO, Esq., Seerelary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Ollicinllng Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 2o35, dated 
the 10th May 1800.) 

SlK, 

I AM directed to aekiiowlodgc the receipt of your letter No. 
lOoCfc., dated the 15tli instant, submitting the original record in a 
case of broach of contract to sow Indigo, tried by the Magistrate of 
Nuddea under Act XI. of 1800, and in reply to inform you that, as 
this case throws light upon the system of Indigo planting, and demon- 
strates the necessity of patiently and thoroughly sifting the evidence in 
similar cases before pronouncing judgment, the LioAiteuant-Governor 
approves of your proposal to furnish a copy of it to all the Officers in 
your Division, who are employed in trying cases under Act XI. of 1800. 

2. This case is a forcible example of the necessity of bearing in mind 
tlie caution contained in my letter dated the 10th ultimo, No. 1838. 

3. The original record suhiniited#with your letter, together with the 
printed copies, arc herewith forwarded to you. 
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^joni E. TT. LrsnrxGTOv, Ofliciaiin.G: Connnissiouta’ of tlio Nuddoa 

Division, to tlic Swivtary to tlu) Govcriuaont of J3cni^ul,- (No. 1(5, 
dated ilio ISili ]\Iay 18C)0.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter No. IdSCt., dated lotli insiant, 
I have the honor liercwith to submit copy of a decision hy Mr. ITersehel, 
ill a ease for liroach of contract, in wliicdi Mr. TTerschel distinctly states 
that the Kahooliuts were fori^cd. 

2. Tins decision may he considered as supplementary to that for- 
warded witli my letter referred to in the 1st parae^raph, and if the 
Lieutenant-Governor has approv(‘d of rny sup^c^estion to have that 
printed, 1 think this should lie printed with it also. 

*‘5. T can only ji'piin ex])rcss my rej^ret that after jMr. ILn’sclud 
was so clearly convinced, im he ajipcars to have been in this case, that the 
charn’o was false, he should liave omitted to o’ive damao’os under Section 
TV., and for no better reason than that Defendants omitted to ask for 
them. 


Gonesit Gaxgooi.lio, eor Mr. Saubollu, 
ren/fs 

Saciitr Mondol. 

Breach of ConlracL 

1 I’i’ii May. — The cvldcn».*o in this case is precisely similar to that 
deeldt'd yesterday. Dut the ]Mookhtar for Defendant asks leave to put 
in a piece of evidence, not recorded, with llamTarun’s case, haviu,^ been 
otrered alter the order had been passed. 

It is an autlientieated copy of the Stamp Vendor’s Book, whence 
it appears that the stamp papers, on which tlie Kahooliuts in these 
two and the other parallel cases are \vritten, arc all of them bought 
second-hand, and from three different parties, who, so far as the Plain- 
tilPs Mookhtar can cx[>hun, have no connection whatever with the Fac- 
tory. It is (piite clear that these Kahooliuts have all been forged, 
and that, to give them a greater appearance of truth, the stamps liavc 
been sought for from persons who bought them before the date, 
the 18th September, wliieh they bear. 

The riainiiirs Mookhtar, who alone is present, and who wmuld 
certainly not be at a loss for an explanation if there were one to give. 
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can only say iliai the ease has been prepared in Ui(‘ Mofussil, and 
that he does not know iheii* ways o( doing things tlierc. 

If stamped Kab )oliiils 10 tlic extent described had been taken, the 

Tladrah Factory would have sent in to the Stamp Vendor for them in a 
lump and not have purchased them second-hand. 

The PlaintilFs IVlooktcar applies for leave to withdraw the case, but 
this I cannot allow. 

The charge is too clearly hilse; and I dismiss this and all the parallel 
cases, casting the Plaintiff in all costs as well. 

But I do not ]Hit the penal Seetion in force against the Plaintiff, solely 
because no ap])lication is made to me for the purpose. 

In the next ease of a similar kind that comes before me I shall put 
it in force without any application made. 


Froin A. It- Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating CoininlHsioncr of the Nuddoa Division, — (No. 2708, dated 
the 23rd May ISGO.) 

SlK, 

I Ai\i directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
K), dated the 18th instant, submitting copy of a decision by Mr. 
llerscbelj OlBeiJiting Magistrate of Nuddea, in a case of breach of 
contract^ in which the Eahooliuts brought forward to support the 
charge were found to he forged. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor does not understand on what ground 
Mr. Ilerschcl determined not to enforce the penal Section of the Act 
against the Plaintiff in this case, as he announced his intention to do 
in all other similar cases, 

3. If possible the person responsible in this case should be put on 
his trial on the Criminal side, for endeavoring to support a false claim 
by a forgery. 

4. Printed copies of the decision referred to in your 2nd paragraph 
have been already forvirarded to you for circulation among the Officers 
in your Division empowered to try cases under Act XI. of 1860, and 
the accompanying ten printed copies of Mr. HersebePs present decision 
arc also forwarded for the same purpose. 
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From E. IT. LusiiiNaTON’, Esq., OfBciating Commissioner of the NuJdea 
Division, to tlic Secretary to tlio Government of Bengal, — (No. 124Ct., 
dated the 5th May 1S60.) 

SlU, 

With reference to your letter No. 929, dated the lltli instant, 
I have the honor to submit herewith copy of a letter from the Ofliciat- 
ing Magistrate of Nuddea, No. 121, dated 1st instant, together with 
that of its enclosure, from which it would appear that the - evidence of 
Bishtoo Ghosc is true in the main, and has been confirmed by other 
witnesses. Under the circumstance I think Bishtoo Ghose is entitled 
to the pardon which was conditionally promised to liim. 


From W. J. TIetisciiel, Esq., Otllciating Magistrate of Niiddca, to the Com- 
missioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 121, dated the Ist May 1800.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter No. 135Ct., of the 23rd ultimo, I have 
the honor to report that every effort to obtain trustworthy evidence in 
support of the enclosed deposition of Bishtoo Ghose lias failed. The 
latter cannot tell from whom the letter was sent, or 1 would call on (lie 
writer to give evidence. There arc several Europeans who might have 
written in fiom Sindoorco, and I hardly think I am justified in putting 
them, one after the other, on their oath. If I can by any other means 
ascertain the writer of the letter, I shall call on him, and tliis is the 
only chance left of substantiating the case. I consider Bishtoo 
Ghose^s evidence, as framed, partly to screen liirnself, but as in the main 
reliable. Witnesses named by Bishtoo Gliose have been called and 
examined ^ and as they confirmed the evidence against the Factory 
servants, I have put them on tlicir defence ; but I hardly expect a 
conviction, 

BhUoo Ghose smrn, 

I was Jemadar of Bansherriah, under Mr. AVhiie. On the first day of 
the Ruth Jatra, or the day before, the Saheb William White, Chunder 
Biswas and Issur Mitter, and twelve or fourteen Lattials, at 3 p. m., 
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Shikar. Afterwards, at 1i 
or S^'oVTock ill the night, it was said the Saheb had come back. 
1 woke up and lio ird that the Saheb had brought a man in. I went to 
sleep again. In the morning I got up, and looking into the Press 
lloom, I saw that the Neel Jemadar, Sunkur Dhole, was standing at the 
door on Guard. I asked why. He said, look yourself, hhoge pooiyache, 
I looked into the Janala, and saw that in the house Seetul Turrufdar was 
sitting, and that he had two wounds on his head, one on each side. I 
Went away. Seetul staid there that day. At G dunda sat Jamie, and 
Kanhai took eliarge of liim on an Elephant, and the Saheb sent him to 
Chowgatcha Factory. Two days he staid there. Ne^t night again he 
came back on the Elephant to Bansberriah, under charge of the same 
peojde. That night he was sent to Gacha Kootee by boat, where he 
staid three days. Thence to Lokenathpore Factory. Staying there 
one day, he went on to Sindoorec Factory. About a month afterwards 
Jamie and Kanhai, who had gone in charge of the Prisoner, came back 
Seeiular harawa fursa Jioiye giyache^^ and the Jemadar of 
Sindooree came to Bansberriah and said it was all over with Seetul. 
The Saheb gave him ten Rupees. This is what I know. The wound 
on the rigfit of the head was a severe one ; that on the left a slight one. 
Wounds were those of sticks. Nothing was done for them at Bans- 
berriah, The Saheb gave the order for sending him away from the house 
I heard him do so myself. Chowgatcha is four or four and a half miles 
from Bansberriah. I don^t know the name of the Jemadar of Sindooree. 
His face was wrapped up. He brought an English letter, which he gave 
to the Saheb when brought before him by the bearer. The Saheb asked 
what was the news of Seetul Turrufdar, and the Jemadar said it was all 
over with him. There were several of the Factory servants there at 
the time. 


Prom A. R. Yoitkg, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 2282, dated the 
0th May 1860.) 

SiK, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
12 1, dated the 1st instant, relative to the conditional pardon promised in 
Orders No, 929, dated the 14th of March last, to the Prisoner Bishtoo 
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Ghose, and in reply to state that the Lieutenant-Governor does not con- 
sider the report of the case of SeetulTurrufdar, received with your letter, 
to be at all satisfactory ; and it is necessary that he should have before 
him a complete account of that case before he can pass a definite order 
of any sort in the matter. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor desires therefore that you will call for 
a full report of all that has been done in the case, with a copy of the 
evidence taken in full, which you will be so good as to translate and 
send to Government. 

3, The evidence of Bishtoo Ghose, as an eye-witness, directly con- 
nects Mr. William White with the carrying off of Sectul Turrufdar; 
and, according to information he heard from others, the case, of which 
that carrying-off was a part, appears of a very black character ; but the 
Lieutenant-Governor observes that no evidence is mentioned showing 
what the character of the case really was. 


From H, Bell, Esq., Undcr-Sccretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 2420, dated 
the 14th May 18G0.) 

SlE, 

In continuation of my letter No. 2282, dated the 9th instant, 
I am directed to inform you that, in fulfilment of the promise of pardon 
held out to the Prisoner Bishtoo Ghose, the Lieutenant-Governor is now 
pleased to authorize release on his giving his Mochulka to appear and 
give evidence in the case of Sectul Turrufdar when required. 


From H. Bell, Esq., Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 3190, dated 
the 16th Juno 1860.) 

Sia, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to request that you 
will expedite the submission of the Report on the case of the man 
Seetul Turrufdar, which was called for in my letter No» 2282, dated the 
9th ultimo. 
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From E. fl. LuiHUixaTOK, Esq., Ofllciating Commissioner of the Nucldca 
Division, to the Secretary to the aovernment of Bengal,— (No. 102Ct., 
dated the 25th .Time 18G0.) 

Sir, 

In rejily to your letter No, 3190, dated 16th June 1860, 1 
regret to state that the information obtained from the Magistrate, in 
reply to the requisition contained in your letter No. 2282, dated 9th 
ultimo, was inadvertently overlooked in the Oflice; and that, when 
it came before me, only a few days ago, it appeared so deficient, as to 
compel me to send fur the entire Proceedings. 

2. My Ileport shall be submitted as quickly as possible. 


From E. II. Li siunoton, Esq., Oniciating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 170Ct., 
dated the 5th July 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor of acknowledging the receipt of your letter 
No. 2282, dated Dili May, and with reference to the 2nd paragraph 
thereof, to submit, for the Lieutenant-Governor’s information, a full 
report of tlie case of Scetul Turrufdar, together with a translation of 
the evidence in full, and of all the orders passed thereon subsequent to 
Lis forcible conveyance to the Ilaiiskhally Factory. 

2. The first intimation made to the Authorities of the kidnapping 
of Sectul Turrufdar was contained in a letter from the Moonsiff of 
Ilaiiskhally, dated 23rd June, stating that the Villagers of Govindpore 
had been attacked when driving stray Cattle to the Pound ; that one 
wounded person had been brought to him ; and that the^ Villagers had 
assured him that Sectul Turrufdar had, at the time of the affray, been 
forcibly carried ofl* to the Ilanskhally Factory, 

3. Oil receipt of this communication, the Mohurir of the Kotwally 
Thamiah was ordered to hold a local enquiry; and on the 27th follow- 
ing, the Mohurir reported, after remarking on other points of the case, 
that he was unable to state positively whether the missing man had or 
had not been carried off, as alleged by the Prosecutors and their 
witnesses, 

4. The case was then made over for trial to Deputy Magistrate 
“Yatzad Ilossein ; and though the witnesses generally swore as distinctly 
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to tlic facts of the violent aLJuction of and assault on Seetul Tiirruf- 
dar as to the other facts of the case, the Deputy Magistrate appears to 
have issued no orders for the search and production of the missing 
man ; and the Defendants were punished by him for assault and rescue 
of the Cattle without any reference to wliat might then have been 
Seetul Turrufdar’s actual condition. This decision was appealed to the 
Judge, who also took no notice of the missing Seetul Turrufdar, but, 
with some slight modification, confirmed the Proceedings of the Court 
below. 

5. ] would respectfully remark that, in my opinion, the Judicial 
Proceedings of both Courts were extremely irregular, inasmuch as they 
hastily disposed of the Defendants on the lesser charges of assault and 
forcible rescue of Cattle, while there was ecpial positive [iroof before them 
that the accused had also been guilty of forcible abduction of the 
missing SSetul, besides grave doubts as to wdiether, from bis confinued 
absence after the attack on him, the Defendants bad not been guilty of 
culpable homicide or murder. 

6. Nothing further seems to have been done regarding Seetul 
Turrufdar until the IJltli September following, when an order was issued 
by the Magistrate on the Darogah of llanskbally to make a strict 
search for him. The reason for this order will be found in the l ith 
paragraph of Mr. Ofliciatiug Commissioner Reid^s letter No. 49, dated 
9tli September 1859, in reply to a communication from the Olficialing 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, calling the Commissioner’s 
attention to the complaints which had been preferred to the Lieutenant- 
Governor on this and other cases in the Nucldea District. 

7. On the 18th October, the Darogah of llanskbally replied to the 
requisition of*thc 13th September, stating he had heard that the missing 
Seetul Turrufdar had been carried from Factory to Factory, that be had 
eventually died from the wounds at Mr. Meares’ Factory ; of Sindooree, 
in Jessore, but that people had gone to enquire. 

8. On the 19th October orders were recorded that, on the receipt 
of further report, orders would be passed. On the 2nd November the 
Darogah was requested to expedite this report. 

9. On 18th November, Darsun, brother of Seetul, presented a Peti- 
tion to the Magistrate, to the effect that every search for Seetul had 
been fruitless, and that two of his relations had been to Sindooree, 
where they ascertained some particulars regarding his death. 
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1 0. The depositions of these persons were accordingly taken down ; 
and I now beg the Lieutenant-Governor to refer to the enclosures^ in 
which they will be found recorded at length, together with the orders 
passed in the case from that date, making up a complete history of the 
case up to the present time. 

11. I greatly regret the very unsatisfactory condition of the case, 
and fear that, in consequence of want of vigor in taking it up in the 
first instance, and the length of time which has elapsed since it occurred, 
it will never be brought to a successful issue. 

12. I would also notice, that the value of the evidence obtained, 
subsequent to the 13th September, is of a very doubtful character. 
However really truthful the testimony of Bishtoo Ghose may be, it will 
always be open to the suspicion that it was given from interested 
motives. Again, Oomesh Ghose is a brother of Bishtoo Ghose, and on 
bad terms with the Factory ; and Prolad Ghose is, I believe? similarly 
situated. Under such circumstances, the depositions of Neither of these 
witnesses will carry much weight in a Sessions trial. 

13. The only courses which appear still open, are to offer a reward 
of Rupees 500, to be paid on the discovery of evidence leading to the 
conviction of the offenders, and that the Magistrate should himself 
take up the investigation made by the Darogah of Hanskhally when 
Bishtoo Ghose^s evidence was made over to him, and endeavor, by a 
careful enquiry, to obtain more exact particulars from the people of 
Chowgatcha, who evidently know more about the cfcise than the 
Darogah was* able to collect from them. Perhaps some clue might be 
thus obtained which would lead to something, but I have very little 
hopes of any really satisfactory issue. 

14. Mr. Herschel, I would add, is of the same opinion as to the 
ultimate end of the case. 


Plaintiff, Hadee TuEBrEDAE, on oath, deposes on 23rd November 1859. 

On the 9th of last Assar, on the North mat of Gobindpore, the 
Villagers were taking some Cows to the Pound because they had been 
destroying their crops. Seetul Turrufdar joined them on their way. 
Mr. Hampton, of the Hanskhally Factory, came in his carriage, accom- 
panied by several other persons, who, according to the Saheb^s order, 
gave Meyajan Sheikh a beating, seized Seetul Turrufdar, and rescued the 
Cows from them. In this case, which had been tried by the Khan 
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Bahadoor^ some of the Defendants were punished. From that time I 
have not seen Seetul Turrufdar, thougli I have made searches for him. 
I have now and then heard that he is dead, and at other times that the 
Saheb has been moving him about to different Factories. 

I heard, on the 15th of last Kartick, that Seetul Turrufdar was at 
the Factory of Sindooree, inThannah Kaloopole, Zillah Jessorc. I told 
this to the Hanskhally Darogali, who told me to go there and make 
search ; so I and Mandaree Sheikh set out on the 20th idem, and arrived 
at Sindooree on the third day. 

Mandaree placed me ne&r the Factory, went to see Oolam Hossein 
Khan, the Jemadar of the Factory, with whom he was formerly ac* 
quainted. After a few minutes they both came to me. I began to cry, 
and gave the Jemadar five Rupees. He said, why are you giving me 
these Rupees? I said, you are the Factory Jemadar; if any Prisoner 
has been brought here from Hanskhally tell me. The Jemadar said, last 
Srabun, Seetul came here from Hanskhally, and after remaining hero 
for about ten or twelve days, died from the effects of the wounds he had 
received, and at night we threw him into the Nubbogunga River. Ho 
was wounded on the head and back. You better now go away ; if the 
Saheb discovers that you are here, you will be killed. Having heard 
this I returned home, and went to tell this to the Darogali, but he was 
absent at Kishnaghur. I could not do so. 

My uncle, Dursun Turrufdar, petitioned to the Magistrate at my 
request. When the Darogah came back to the Thanuah 1 gave my 
Izaliar. 


Cross-examination, 23rd November 1859. 

The Saheb of Hanskhally Factory had had some reason to be angry 
with his Gomashtah, Shomenath Gangooly, and had threatened to beat 
him, so he ran away and went to the Hanskhally MoonsifPs Nazir, and 
expressed to him that Seetul Turrufdar was at Sindooree Factory, The 
Nazir told me this, and I went after Shomenath Gangooly, whom I 
found at Kissengunge, and addressed thus : — You are going away, but 
you have not told me where my uncle is. Shomenath in reply said, that 
he is at the Sindooree Factory. At first I did not believe this statement, 
but subsequently I made up my mind to make a search, and informed 
the Darogah accordingly. 
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We (lid not slay at the Siudc.orco Factory, nor did We eat food 
there. 

The age of the Siiidoorcc Jemadar is about forty* He is a stout man 
of brunette complexion and has a black board. I did not go to the 
Factory but remained about seven or eight russees from it; the Jemadar 
came to me there; whether the Saheb was in the Factory or not I cannot 

say. 

Maniuuee Siieiku, on oath, deposes on the 22nd November 1859. 

Last Assar I was not at home. I was at the village of Batureo. 
When I came liome I heard that, as Seotiil Turrufdar and other Ryots 
were taking some Cows to the Pound because they liad been destroying 
their crops, Mr. Hampton, of the Hanskhally Factory, came with some 
coolies and carried away Seetul Turrufdar, 1 hoard of this in Assar, 
since then no one has seen him. Now and then it is heard that he is 
dead, and at other times that ho has been removed to different places. 
About ten or twelve days before the end of Kartick last, Hadec Tiir- 
rufdar asked me whether I know where Sindoorcc is, and said yon must 
tiecompany me to the Sindooree Factory in order to make a search for 
Seetul. To this I consented. The next morning both of us started, 
and on the third day reached the Factory, I left Iladce near tho 
Factory, and proceeded towards it. On my way 1 met with Golam 
Ilosscin Khan, Jemadar of the Factory, who is an old |ic(]uaintancc of 
mine, and said to him that there is some one calling you. We then 
both came HHadee who began to cry, and having paid five Rupees to 
the Jemadar encpiired if any person by name Seetul had been brought 
liere from Hanskhally. The Jemadar said in reply that in Srabun last, 
Seetul Turrufdar had been brought here wounded from Hanskhally, and 
that he died here from the ellbcts of the wounds after a stay of ten or 
twelve days. Ills corpse was thrown into the Nubbogunga River. 
Yon better now leave this place, for if the fact of your being here 
transpires, you will not be able to go away and will bo murdered. On 
hearing this we left the place. 


Cross-examination, 23ud November 1859* 

I DO not remember the date of death, nor the date on which I heard 
of it. 
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The Jemadar had a beard. He is a stout man of light-brown color. 
OiiDEiis. — Ordered on the 22iul November 1859, that a Roobookarree 
be sent to the Magistrate of Jessore, requesting him to make every 
possible enquiry and search for the missing man,^^ 

Ordered also, on the 21st December 1859, that a Perwannah be sent 
to the Kutwallee Darogah ordering him to make a tadaruchJ^ 

Accordingly the Magistrate of Jessore tiiUuhed in the Jemadar of 
Slndooree Factory, and after taking his deposition with regard to the 
missing man on the 10th January 1860, forwarded it to the Magistrate 
of Nuddea. The deposition is as follows : — 

I know nothing about Seetul Turrufdar. No wounded man has been 
brought to the Sindooree Factory nor died there. 

The Darogah made a tadaruck as was ordered ; but he had a conver- 
sation with the Magistrate on the subject; and so no written Report is 
hied of his proceedings, except one, saying that one Bishtoo Ghose knows 
all about it, and that he had sent him in to give his evidence. 


BivSHToo Ghose appeared before the Magistrate on the 29th March 1860, 

and stated on oath — 

I WAS Mr. White’s Jemadar at the Bansberriah Factory. About the 
9th or 10th of last Assar, i, <?., on the 1st Ruth or the day before, Mi\ 
William White and Chuiider Biswas and Isser Mitter, and twelve or 
fourteen Lattials; went*, as they said, in a hunting excursion to the field 
of Betna at about S.r. M. Afterwards at 1 or 2 a. m., the Sahteb returned 
to the Factory. I awoke on account of the noise, and heard that the 
Sahel) had brought some one to the Factory. I then again went tv) 
sleep. The next morning I went to the godovvn and saw that Sunker 
Dobey, the Jemadar, was keeping guard there. I asked him what is the 
matter Dobey Thakoor. He answered, see into what scrape I have 
fallen. On this I opened a small window and saw Seetul Turrufdar 
sitting there and his head was injured on the right and left sides. On 
seeing this I did not say anything but wont away, Seetul stopped 
there for that day, and at about 9. p. m. he was sent on an Elephant to 
Chovvgatcha Factory in charge of Kanye and Jamer Sheikh. He 
remained there for two days, and was then brought back in like manner 
to Bansberriah at night. The next night he was sent in a boat 
to Gatch Factory, whence after three days’ stay he was sent to 
Lokenathpore, where he remained one day, after which he was sent to 
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Siiuloovec luciory. After a lapse ef one month the two men, Kan ye 
and Jamor Sheikh, vvlio were in charge of Seetul, returned to the 
Bansherriah Faelory and said that Seetul has died. Afterwards the 
J(‘inadar of the Siudooree Factory came to my Saheb and said that 
S(‘etul has died. The Saheb on hearing this news paid the Jemadar a 
reward ol' ten llui>ees. 


Cross-examination, 30th March 1860. 


— On the day on which 
Soetul Turrufdar was at the Bans- 
berriah Factory, was there any 
other Saheb l^esides Mr. AVilliam 
Wliite? 

Quesf'hitf . — What description of 
wounds had Seetul Turnifdar on 
his head ? 

— With what instru- 
ineiit was he wounded ? 

(I ff(\s/ion . — W as Seetul under 
any Medical treatment for his 
\voun{ls ? 

, — Did the Saliel) him- 
sell' SL'ud him to Cliowgatcha 


QjiOfUon . — Mliat is the Sin- 
dooree Jemadar’s name, and how 
was the news brouftlit ? 


Aiifiicer, — No, there was no one 
else. The Burra Saheb was in 
Calcutta. 

An.strcr . — On tlic rii^lit side of Ills 
head lie was severely wounded, and 
on the left only slio*hUy. 

Ansicci \ — M itli a Lattie. 

An,sfne ?\ — At Bansherriah he was 
under no Medi(‘al treatment. 

A?/>^?ve /\ — Tlie Saheh was in his 
room wlienee^he g-ave the orders in 
my ])reseDcc. Cliowi^ateha is about 
i\v(> or two and a (|uarter coss distant 
from Bansherriah. The Saheb was 
in his room wlien Seetul was put on 
tile Elephant. 

Answer , — I don’t know his name. 
The news was communicated by an 
English letter. The Jemadar hav- 
ing made over the letter, said to the 
Saheh it had been brought to an 
end. On this the Saheb bade ns 
away and talked with the Jemadar, 
who, on his arrival with the letter, 
requested the Sirdar Bearer to inti- 
mate to his Saheb of it. The Bear 
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did so, and the Saheh called in the 
Jemadar, who, with the Bearer, went 
to him and delivered up the letter. 
The Saheh then asked him how is 
Scctul? The Jemadar answered his 
doino-s had been brought to an end. 
On this the Salieb ordered us to 
l)e off. 

Okbkrs. — Ordered on the 30th 
]\Tarch ISOO, that a copy of Bishtoo 
Ghosc’s evidence be sent to ilie 
Darogah of Hanskhiilly, and that he 
should make further investigation 
in the matter. 

Accordingly the Darogah and a 
Biirkundiiuz \veiit to the Factories 
of Bansherriah, Gatcha, and Chovv- 
gat<d\a, and made encpiiries. 

The Villagers of Chowgatcha 
told him that they heard thal Scc- 
lul Turrufdar had been wounded by 
the Bansherriah Salicb’s people, and 
had been sent away on an Elepliani. 

11c also sent ibr Ooiiiesh Ghosc 
and Prollad Ghuse fi‘om Bans- 
berriah, and on ((iiestioniiig ihem, 
ihey told liiiu thal. after 8cctu] had 
been wounded, they .‘^aw liini with 
their own (*yes in Chowgatcha Fac- 
tory. So he sent them in to the 
Magistrate to have their depositions 
taken. 


OoMEsii Chunder Gjiose deposes on the 13th April 1800 — 

On the 9th or 10th of Assar I went to Gachapoo]ea})ore to 
collect rents on behalf of Mr. William White. After a day or two 
Gatcha Factory Gomaslitah, Isscr Sircar, sent for me and Prollad (iliosc. 
We accordingly went to him, and at hk rc^piesl accompanied him in 
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the morning to Gatelia Factory, where we saw Jamer of Rughoonath- 
poro, and Kanye Sheikh sitting in the verandah of a house belonging to 
the Kootee. They, in answer to our questioll, said that Chunder Biswas, 
Dewan of Mr. William White, having seized Seetul Turrufdar of 
Gobindpore, has kept him in this house under our charge. Having 
heard those words the Gomashtah opened the door, and we saw Seetul with 
wounds on two sides of his head sitting there. We were then sent 
away by Isser ' Mitter. Three or four days after that, in the evening, 
William White Saheb and Chunder Biswas came on an Elephant from 
Bansberriah to the Gatcha Kootee, on which all the people were sent 
away, and we accordingly went into the Gatcha Village. 

Alterwards, about 7 o^clock, when the Saheb and the Dewan rcr 
turned on Horse-back, I had an interview with the Dewan (i. e, the 
Gatcha Kootee Dewan,) who said that he has just sent off Seetul on an 
Ehiphant to Lokenathpore. About a month after that Jamer and 
Kanye returned to Bansberriah and gave out that Seetul had died at 
Sindooree. 


Cross-examination, 14th April 1860. 

Bishtoo Ghose is my brother. The Goalahs of Kishtopore 
petitioned against the Saheb with a view not to sow Indigo. 

PjiOLLAD Giiosn deposes on oath, on the 13th April 1860 — 

On the 9th or 10th Assar last Bishtoo Ghose sent me and Oomesh 
Ghose to Gachapooleapore to collect rents. Two days after our arri\g^l 
there we saw Kanye and Jamer Burkundauzes sitting in a room, who 
in reply to the question put by the Gomashtah, Isser Sircar, Oomesh 
and myself, stated that they are brought to some scrape. We then 
asked them what it is. They said that they are in charge of Seetul 
Turrufdar, of Hankshally, who has been brought here by the Saheb. 
Having heard this, Isser Sircar opened the door and we saw Seetul 
with two wounds on his head sitting against the wall, when Isser 
Mitter, Gomashtah, sent us away. Two or three days after that, in 

the evening, William Saheb and 
^ Very likely the Dewan of the Gatcha Factory. Chunder Biswas Came On an 

Elephant to the Gatcha Kootee, 
and returned on horse-back at about 8 or 9 p. m. The Dewan* who 
was following them, on being asked said that he has just sent off 
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Seetul to the Lotenathpore Factory. You must not express this to 
any body. About a month after when Jamer and Kanye came 
back, I learnt from them that Seetul had died at Sindooree. 


Kanye Sheikh deposes on the 20th April 1860. 

In his defence stated I did not carry away or kidnap Seetul 
Turrufdar, nor do I know anything about it. I am at a loss to 
know why I am implicated in the matter. I was sick during the 
whole of the month of Bhadoor and was at home. Joomar Shodae and 
Soleem Sheikh are my witnesses. 

Jamer Sheikh deposes on the 4th May 1860. 

Stated I did not carry away or kidnap Seetul Turrufdar, nor 
do I know anything about it. I am at a loss to know why my name 
is on the category of Defendants. I do not know Seetul Turrufdar 
and have no witnesses. 


From A. B. Y’oiJNa, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 3735, dated 
the 18th July 1860.) 

Sir, 


I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
170, dated the 5th instant, submitting a full report on the case of 
abduction of Seetul Turrufdar by the servants of the Hansklially 
Ijjj^igo Factory. 

2, The want of prompt action on the part of Mr. F. R Cockerell, 
then Magistrate of Nuddea, in the treatment of this case at the com- 
mencement, is greatly to be deplored, and the whole management of 
the case reflects no credit on any of the Officers concerned in the earlier 
part of the proceedings. 


3, The Native Deputy Magistrate, Moulvie Yatzad Hossein, who 
tried the case of assault on the Ryots of Govindpore, in which Seetul 
Turrufdar was wounded and kidnapped, appears to have been very 
seriously to blame for not having taken any action upon the abduction, 
although, as you state, several witnesses before him swore as distinctly 
to the fact of the abduction as to the other facts of the case, on which 
he did pass judgment. You will have the goodness to call on the 
Deputy Magistrate to submit an explanation of his conduct in having 
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neglected so obvious a duty. In submitting the Deputy Magistrate's 
explanation, the Magistrate will report his opinion of this Officer’s fitness 
for the exercise cf Police powers. 

4. It is impossible to review this case without being impressed 
with the belief that for a considerable time after the occurrence of the 
crime, an obvious duty was shirked, either for some special reason, or 
because the offence of kidnapping was thought generally by the District 
Officers to be one which Magisterial and Police Authorities should 
disregard. If the ease had not accidentally come to the notice of 
Government, notwithstanding the complaint of tlie relatives of the 
missing man, it would never have been hoard of, or really enquired into 
to this day. 

5. The Lieutenant-Governor authorizes you to act on the sugges- 
tion contained in your 13th paragraph. All proper measures should be 
taken likely to cli(*it evidence that will bring the case to such an issue 
as will satisfy the ends of public justice. 

0. Though the guilt of the individuals, implicated by such evidence 
as there is, may depend upon depositions which, unsupported, may be 
insufficient to secure a conviction, there can hardly be any moral doubt 
that Seetul Turrufdar was wounded in the course of an unlawful assault ; 
that he was carried off and concealed; that he received no medical 
advice; that he died either from the necessary effects of his wound, or 
irom the aggravation of those effects by the treatment he was subj(*cted 
to after he was wounded; and that his corpse has been clandestinely dis- 
posed of. Such a case must not bo dropped, whilst a possibility of 
obtaining sulficient reliable evidence to settle legally all doubts regardifPg 
it remains. 


No. 3S59. 

Copy of the above correspondence forwarded to Mr. P, K. Cockerell, 
late Magislrate of Nuddea, for information. 



No. XXXIII. 


Vrom Browne Wood, Esq., Officiating Deputy Commissioner, Sontlial Per- 
gnnnalis, in charge of the Sub-Division of .Inngyporo, to tlio Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, — (No. 97, dated the 5th May 1800.) 

Sir, 

In accordance to instructions received in your Telegram of 
the lOth ultimo, I have now the honor to forward, for the information 
of Ilis Honor the Licutenant-GOvernor of Bengal, a Beport relative 
to the attack on Mr. LyoiPs Factory of Biinnyagaon on the 21st 
March last, having completed my enquiry on the .21st ultimo, and 
committed twenty-four of the principal assailants for trial before Mr. 
Yule as Sessions Judge. 

2. From tbe Reports of ilie Sburnsberegunge Tluinnab Darogah 
to the Magistrate of Moorsbedabad, it would a[)pear that there was 
considerable discontent and excitement among the Ryots of certain 
Villages in the vicinity of Ancoorali Indigo Factory belonging to Mr. 
David Andrew, in (ionsecjnenee of various alleged acts of oppression 
on the pari of one Tulfezul llosseiii Meer, Gomashtab of that Factory, 
ending in tbe Meer’s being severely beaten on the 23rd February last 
by a large body of Ryots. 

3. On tlie 27th February last. Baboo Shrecs Chunder Vidyarntton, 
Deputy Magistrate, was deputed by the Magistrate of Moorsliedabad 
to inejuire into and report upon the causes which led to the attack on 
Tuffezul Ilossein Meer and the Ancoorah Facdory. That Officer artived 

on the spot on the 29tli idem. He look down 
Amot'flh """ statements of several of the Police* and 

+ Who iijuibroupfiit counter- ^Iso of the Ryots,t and directed that the 

charp:os of zooUim niut extor- 

tion fho oiiiciiiiH ofthti wouuded Gomashtali Mccr Tuffezul Hossein 

Ancoorah Factory. 

and his witnesses be brought beiorc him on 
the 2nd March last. The Meer was away at the time at Jungypore, 
having been sent there for Medical treatment. It does not appear in 
the proceedings, but I learn from the Shumsheregunge and Sootee 
Darogahs that one Latoo Baboo, who holds a general Power of Attorney 
from Mr. David Andrew, and who had come from Moorsliedabad to 
watch proceedings on behalf of Ancoorah Factory Officials, was desirous 
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of compromising the charge of attacking the Ancoorah Factory and 
severe beating and wounding of Mecr Tuiieziil llossein, provided the 
Hyots should also agree to drop all further proceedings of oppression 
and zoolum which they had brought against the said Meer, also that they, 
the Ryots, should return to their Indigo cultivation as formerly. The 
Ryots having agreed to drop their charges against the Meer and 
the Factory servants, the Deputy Magistrate took razeenamas from 
both parties on the 3rd March last, and left same day for Moorshedabad. 
On arrival there he reported what he had done, and applied for the 
Joint Magistral e^s sanction for the razeenamas to be complied with 
and proceedings on both sides to be dropped. The Joint Magistrate 
forwarded proceedings to the Magistrate of Moorshedabad, by whom 
the razeenamas were accepted and sanctioned. 

4. The razeenama given in by the Ryots however is signed by 
only five men, and these the principals accused of having been concerned 
in the attack on Ancoorah Factory, and the wounding of the Go-^ 
mash tab Meer Tuffezul Hussein ; these men were probably well pleased 
to he free of the serious charge against them, therefore filed the razee- 
narna. 

5. After the Deputy Magistrate’s departure it would appear that 
Mr. McLeod called upon the Ryots to return to their Indigo cultivation 
as formerly ; they demurred until they knew how much land for Indigo 
would be retpiired of them ; Mr. McLeod told them he wanted the 
same quantity as has been cultivated in Mr. Masseyk’s time, viz,y 2,200 
beegahs for the Ancoorah Factory. Ryots would not agree to give more 
than 1,<S00 beegahs, consequence was neither party would give in to 
the other, and as the Ryots considered themselves the aggrieved party, 
and had had no redress given them in any one of the numerous com- 
plaints brought before the Deputy Magistrate by them, and seeing that 
they were still called upon to cultivate Indigo as formerly, they became 
more irritated than ever, and more determined to get rid of Indigo 
altogether. Meetings were now held, and it was determined at such 
that they would not cultivate Indigo ; if pressed to do by the Factory 
people they would resist ; collections were made, and a combination 
formed calling upon all Ryots to join the league against cultivation of 
Indigo; oaths were subscribed, and the residents of each Village called 
upon to assist any neighbouring Village in case the Planters’ people 
molested them in any way. Signals were given and made, and Villa- 
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gers met by beat of dunkas and tom-toms, armed and prepared to take 
the law into their own hands whenever they had the opportunity. 

6. Matters rapidly got from bad to worse, in consequence of no OITi- 
cial being on the spot to check these irregular proceedings of the Ilyots, 
and at the instigation of the five men who had given in the razeenama 
to the Deputy Magistrate, and who had probably been charged by the 
Ryots with having first got them into trouble, and afterwards deserting 
their cause, it was determined to get rid of the Planters in detail, and 
knowing Mr. Lyon to be a determined man, they thought if they could 
succeed in getting rid of him, the remaining Factories could easily be 
dealt with. Some of the Ryots on this side joined others on theMalda 
side of the Ganges and attacked the Biikkrabad Factory belonging to 
Mr. David Andrew on the evening of the 20th, and sacked that Factory 
next morning. 

7. On the 20ih March last arrangements were made to attack the 
Bunnyagaon Factory. Early next morning dunkas were beaten and crowds 
of armed men assembled the same night at Dlioolean and Kasseemnug- 
gur, the former about five, and the latter about thrco-fourtlis of a mile 
from the Bunnyagaon Factory, residence of Mr. P; 0. Lyon. About 
half past 7 o’clock a. m. of the 21st, the rioters armed with all kinds of 

weapons proceeded in two bodies towards the 
from i,fi00 to 2,000. Factory, the Kasseemnuggur people* attacking 

t rom 5 to 6 , 000 . from the West, and tlie Dhoolean party f from 

the South. Mr. Lyon seeing that he was about to bo attacked on 
West and South, determined to take the Western attacking party first, 
and when they came within 120 to 1 30 yards of the Factory He fired 
two shots amidst the crowd; one man was wounded and fell, he was 
taken away by his comrades, and the party on the West then scattered, 
some went away altogether, others joined the party on the South. 
This -tjhcck allowed Mr. Lyon time to proceed to the bank of the Gan- 
ges and liail a Steamer,! which was coming: 

t ’niG rion^(>r, , ,1., . r. rr,. 

down luckily at the time, lor assistance. The 
Steamer stopped at once, and anchored off the Facitory. Mr. iiyoii 
was about returning to bis Bungalow vvlicn the mol) came down upon 
him with yells and shouts, and being in real danger of his life, he fire! 
two more shots among the crowd ; these not checking them, he fired 
several other shots, his BurkiAidazes assisting him to repel the attack 
of the assailants; the latter seeing four gentlemen landing from the 

D3 
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Steamer now retreated, leaving two of their number severely wounded 
just outside Mr. Lyon's compound; these men were afterwards brought 
into the compound, one died very shortly afterwards, the other man's 
wounds were dressed by the Officers of the Pioneer. Captain Perry 
of the Pioneer was desirous of proceeding down to Kansart and returning 
same evening, lie left two of his Officers, the Chief Officer and 2nd 
Engineer, with Mr. Lyon and proceeded downwards, fancying the Eyots 
would not again attack the Factory. The Pioneer however had not 
gone very long when the assailants determined to make a second attack 
and apparently waited for a large re-in for cement coming up from the 
South ; on the arrival of the latter, a general move towards the Factory 
was made, and when the assailants came within half a mile of tlie Fac- 
tory they halted, probably deterred by tlie sight of another Steamer 
(the Chunar) coming down. Mr. Lyon and Mr. Warden seeing that 
the Ryots were coming on for a second attack, hailed the Chunar, and 
going on board got the loan of several muskets and a box of ammu- 
nition, the Chunar also anchoring between the attacking party and the 
Factory; the assailants thinking those on board the Chunar might 
assist Mr. Lyon now moved off and dispersed, 

S. As is generally the case on all such occasions, the Policb, now 
that the attack was over, showed themselves, and commenced making 
enquiries as to the number of wounded, &c. ; they succeeded iu ascer- 
taining that six men had been wouiKlcd and one killed. One of tlie six 
wounded died same day and a second on his way down to Bcrharaporc 
for Medical treatment. Mr, Farrell arrived same night from Jiingyporc 
by da\vk and took down the statements of some of the wounded men, 
and learning from them that one Morad Biswas was one of the principal 
instigators in the attack on Mr. Lyon, he next morning apprehended 
him. Mr. Farrell also took down the statements of the four Officers of the 
Pioneer as they were desirous of proceeding Up-country. On the 23rd 
idem I arrived at Bimnyagaon, continued and completed the investiga- 
tion, and finally committed twenty-four of the principal guilty parties 
to the Sessions for trial on the 21st ultimo, Mr. Yule commenced Session 
on the 23rd idem, and is proceeding with the trial. 

9. I would report that the conduct of the Police throughout these 
disturbances has been most disgraceful and criminally neglectful, and I 
beg herewith to annex extracts, paragraphs 2 to 7, of my letter No, 
874, dated 21st ultimo, to the address of the Sessions Judge • 
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Vara. 2. “ I must however remark on the gross and criminal neglect 

of the Darogah of Shumsheregunge Thannah and other Police Officials 
in that Thannah and Pharce Fnrka. 

8. “ On the night of the 20th ultimo, people in very large numbers 

collected by heat of tom-tom at Serampore Haut and Meertollah, former 
three-fourths, the latter one-quarter of a mile from Mr. Lyon’s residence 
threatening to attack Mr. Lyon’s Factory, and although there was a 
Police Force of one Police Mohurrir, three Jemadars, and thirty-two Bur- 
kundazes, where the beating of dunkas commenced, and within sixty yards 
of their then lam, no attempt was made to apprehend the parties beat- 
ing the dunkas, or those who headed the riotous assemblage of Ryots. 

4. “The Pharee Mohurrir wrote an urgent requisition to the Daro- 
gah of Shumsheregunge, begging his immediate presence with a further 
force of twenty-five Burkimdazes as he was unable to restrain the 
rioters; the requisition was despatched about 9 o’clock night of the 
20th, and must have reached Shumsheregunge Thannah which is only 
six miles distant from Serampore llaut (near which Moonshec had his 
lasso) by 12 o’clock same night. The Shumsheregunge Darogah had 
the Darogahs of Sootec and Karma with him, sent by the Magistrate 
of Moorshedabad to assist him in keeping parties from committing any 
breach of the peace, and instead of proceeding to the scene of disorder 
himself, or sending either of the two Darogahs, he simply sends a 
Jemadar and ten Burkundazes to the Furka Mohurrir’s assistance. 

5. “I have no hesitation in saying that had the Darogahs with 
their numerous band of Burkundazes started that night for Serampore, 
and arrived there before daylight as they could easily have done, the 
attack on the Bunnyagaon Factory which did not take place till after 
7 o’clock of the 21st ultimo, eoilld not and would not have taken place 
had the Police done their duty, and the killing of three men and wound- 
ing of several others by Mr. Lyon in self-defence would not have 
occurred. 

6. “It strikes me most strongly, and I am strengthened in ray 
belief by the conduct of the Police throughout the whole of the late 
disturbances in this Sub-Division, that the Police have been heart and 
hand in league with the Ryots. There is no doubt whatever that very 
large body of armed men were allowed to go towards Bunnyagaon Fac- 
tory without check or hindrance on the morning of the 21st ultimo. 
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although the Police were well aware tliat they, the Ryots, were 
proceeding to that Fa!<|i>ry with the express intent of attacking it. The 
excuses given hy Uje Shumsheregunge Darogah, and those of Sootee 
and Kamra, for not at once proceeding to assist the Furka Pharee 
Mohurrir are frivolous in the extreme, and the fact of these Darogalis 
and their Subordinates being cited as witnesses by those charged with 
liaving been concerned in this serious outrage to prove their innocence, 
confirms me in the belief that the Ryots would never have gone to 
the length they have gone had they not depended, if not on the 
co-operation of the Police, certainly on their non-interference. I 
would also beg to draw your attention to the very unsatisfactory and 
prevaricating evidence given before me by the Police and the whole 
of the Village Cliowkoedars with one or two exceptions, and the evident 
wisli they showed to screen the guilty parties. 

7. Should you after trial of this case coincide in opinion with me 
that the Police are deserving of punishment for the gross and wilfully 
criminal neglect shown by them, I will take the necessary steps in 
communication with the Magistrate of this Division to bring the 
guilty parties to punishment.^’ 

10. Where the whole population in this neighbonrhood, all classes 
without exception, whether Indigo Ryots or not, were of one mind, 
and more or less implicated in this outrage, and aided as the people 
were by Zemindars and their Agents, by the Police and Village Chow- 
keedars, it was most dilTicult to elicit any evidence against the perpetra- 
tors of this daring and riotous attack on the Bnnnyagaon Factory. After 
much trouble and patient enquiry I have succeeded in convicting twenty- 
four of the principal perpetrators and instigators in this case; this 
number may appear small when it is taken into consideration the vast 
numbers who were concerned in the attack. I cared however only to 
secure the principal men, and think that, with the exception of a few 
against whom there was not sufficient evidence to convict, I have suc- 
ceeded in securing almost all the principal men, and although the 
evidence against a few of those committed to the Sessions is somewhat 
weak, I have every hope that the real heads of this riotous outrage 
will meet with exemplary punishment. 

11. 1 am now engaged in enquiring into the Ancoorah Factory case, 
and into the complaints of the Ryots against that Factory, These will 
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form tlio subject of a soparato Report. In conclusion I would 
for the delay in the despatch of this Report. 1 would respccifullvr 
submit that my whole time has been fully taken up in many and])ressinLV 
duties, and I have had to complete this Report as opportunities olfered. 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to Rhowne 
Wood, Esq., in temporary charge of the Sub-Division of Jungypore, 
™~(No. 2281, dated the 0th May 1860.) 

Si If, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No, 
07, dated the bth instant, reporting upon the attack whicdi was made 
on tlie 2 1st of March last on Mr. Lyon’s Factory of Biiimyagaon, and 
in reply to state that orders on the whole subject will be passed when 
the case is complete. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor however takes this ojiportunity of 
expressing the great satisfaction with whicli he has observed your 
active and intelligoiit exertions throughout this affair. 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Coinmis, doner of the Rajshahyo Division, — (No. 2280, dated 
the 9 til May 1800.) 

Sir, 


I AM directed to forward for your information the accompany- 

•No. or. dated 5th instant. wpy of a letter*’ from Mr. Browne Wootl, 
in temporary charge of the Jungyjiore Sub- 
Division, reporting upon the attack which was made cn the 21st of 
March last, on Mr. Lyon’s Factory of Bunnyagaon, together with a 
copy of the reply of this day’s date. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor desires me to observe that if the Magis- 
trate of the District and yourself concur in Mr. Wood’s opinion of 
the general misconduct of the Police of the Sub-Division, the proper 
course in such a gross case will be to dismiss every man in tlie Depart- 
ment from the Darogah downwards, both in the Thannali of Shumshere- 
gunge and the Pharee of Furka, if the general charge is equally appli- 
cable to both* 
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From G. TJ. Yule, P]aQ., Sessions Judge of Moorshedabad, to the Secretary* 
to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 2, dated the 18th May 1860.) 

Sill, 

I HAVE the honor to forward, for the Lieutenant-OoveriioFs 
consideration, copy of a portion of my remarks on the trial of the 
rioters who attacked Bunnyagaon Factory on the 21st March last. 

I submit these remarks : — 

— Because it seems to me that while these rioters have been justly 
punished for the said attack, justice has not been done to them and their 
fellow peasantry in other respects, inasmuch as their grievances were not 
encpiired into and redressed when made known both in the regular way 
and by their own irregular attempts at redress, and these attempts conti- 
nuing unpunished and unchecked by the adoption of any measures on the 
part of the Authorities except sending out Police with the view of re- 
pression merely for which they were incompetent led the Ryots far 
beyond the limits of their original object and greatly increased the ori- 
ginal area of disturbance until the result was the attack on Bunnyagaon^ 
and its conseipicnccs. I have not the means here of ascertaining upon 
whom the blame should rest, even if such an enquiry came witliin the 
scope of my duty as Sessions Judge for the trial of this case, and I can 
therefore only bring the circumstances generally to the notice of the 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

2ndly. I earnestly recommend that orders be issued prohibiting further 
enquiry after and prosecution of persons supposed to have taken part in 
the Bunnyagaon attack ; all the leaders, with one or two exceptions, 
have been tried, there is no good evidence against tliese exceptions on 
the small fry, and keeping tlie case open *can only I think do harm. 
Mr. Wood has quietly dropped proceedings pending orders. 

The Prisoners convicted on the trial have been sent to the 
Zillah Jail near Moorshedabad which is notoriously unhealthy ; they have 
begged me to get them transferred to Rajmehal. This I do not think ad- 
visable at present, though it might hereafter be done ; but I earnestly beg 
the Lieutenant-Governor to have them transferred at once to the Baj- 
shahye or Maldah Jail, however guilty they have been, and I do not 
palliate their guilt ; they too have been sinned against. 

P, 5. — A copy of my remarks on the Police, not given in the Extracts 
herewith enclosed, has been sent to the Commissioner of Rajshahye. 
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Extract from the Abstract Statement of Prisoners punished, without reference 
to the Nizamut Adawliit, hj G, V. Yule, Esq., vested with the qmcers of 
Sessions Judge, in Zillah Moorshedahad, at the Jail Delivery for the 
month of April 1860. 

A PEELING strongly adverse to Indigo had arisen among the Ryots 
who cultivated the Plant for the Ancoorah Factory, belonging to the 
Aurungahad Concern, the property of Mr. D. Andrew. On the 
23rd February lust the Gomashtah of Ancoorah was assultcd and very 
severely beaten. Next day the Ryots proceeded in great numbers to 
Kalapaiiee (see copies of Reports annexed,) an adjoining Factory of tlio 
same Concern, the Assistant in charge receiving timely notice from and 
aided by the Darogah of Sootee made his escape with his family, and the 
assailants learning this made no attempt to injure the Factory or its 
servants. A Deputy Magistrate was sent from Moorshedahad to enquire 
into the Ancoorah case. He arrived on the spot on the 20th February 
and left on the 3rd March, contenting himself with having taken from 
the Mookhtar of the Concern on one side and throe of the principal 
Ryots (Prisoners 10, 11 and 13 of this trial,) on the other, a razee- 
namah (copy filed) which contained no settlement whatever of the 
matters in dispute and no provision for effecting a settlement. The 
Ryots were irritated and encouraged by this proceeding ; the oppressions 
which they complained of were not enquired into, and the violence, the 
result of these oppressions, was unpunished. The excitement spread 
among the Ryots of other Indigo Concerns. They entered into a 
Dhiirmghot or combination under religious sanction not to cultivate 
Indigo, They raised contributions to defray the costs which might bo 
incurred by their refusal to cultivate. They established signals by the 
beating of drums to enable themselves to assemble quickly at any given 
spot. Darogahs, Jemadars and Burkundauzes were sent to the Thannah 
where this was going on, but they were helpless, large assemblies of 
Ryots took place at night on the drum signal being given, and some- 
times even in the day-time large bodies of men would assemble and 
proceed to this or that Village on pretence of d'efending it from an 
attack by the Factory. The Police, however, reported constantly and in 
strong and urgent terms the state of affairs, plainly stating in a Report 
of the 1 1th March that a serious affray with murder would occur. Had 
any enquiry been instituted even then by a competent Officer, matters 
would have been settled, but there was no Officer in the Sub-Division 
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and no enquiry was made. More Police were ordered out, but from the 
Hill March none ot the Police Kejiorts appear to have been notieed 
until the 2()ili idem. The Ryots ^ot worse and worse, the infection 
spread to the Villages of Mr. Lyon's Bimnyagaon Factory and about five 
miles from Ancoorah, and on the 10th drums were there heard by night 
answering each other from the Villages all round. On the 18th 
Mr, Ward, Assistant Commissioner, llajmehal, (witness No. 51 of this 
trial,) having obtained a letter sent in to his jurisdiction warning the 
Ryots not to cultivate Indigo and desiring them to subscribe, proceeded 
to arrest the writer thereof whom he ascertained to he one Itwarce, of 
Andooa near Bunnyagaon, which he did with the aid of the Moonshee 
of the Police Station, called indilfercntly Ilazarpoora or Fiirka, and talk- 
ing with the Ryots about Andooa they asked him to try and eflect a set- 
tlement of their alleged grievances with the Messrs. Lyons in the same 
way as he had lately done in a Concern within his own jurisdiction. A 
large body of Ryots accordingly met him on the afternoon of the 19th 
March at Seerarapore near Bunnyagaon, but after much talk he found 
he could do nothing and retired. During the day he had written at 
Messrs, Lyons' request to one Morad Biswas, a very influential person 
and a Prisoner in this case, requesting him to come and have a talk. 
The Burkundaz sent with this letter brought it back the same night, 
saying he had been unable to find Morad Biswas. (The importance of 
this apparently trifling matter will bo seen hereafter.) Mr. Wood left 
Bunnyagaon next morning, viz. on the 20th, and that evening the 
Bukkrabad Factory belonging to Aurangabad, and situated across tlie 
Ganges, about nine miles from Bunn3’^agaon, was attacked and plundered 

by a large body of Ryots, some of whom are be- 

Topyoftho Roohookrtrree ,, , , « i / 

of the Mndstrnte of MaUid, lievccl to comc irom tlus Side (see document 
daknl 27tli Apiil 1800 . i • at • \ xr i a i 

named m the margin.) Very early on the morn- 
ing of the next day Mr. Wood's Prisoner Itwaree, while being forwarded 
on an Elephant (the man is cripple of both legs,) was forcibly carried 
off* between Bunnj^agaon and Rajmehal by a body of about 100 Ryots 
armed with Lattios, Swords and Shields. That same morning between 
seven and eight, Mr. P. C. Lyon of Bunnyagaon, who from the drums 
and shouts of a large body of men in a Village close to his Factory, had 
expected an attack during the night, was told by his servants that 
masses of people were approaching from three sides towards his house, 
which is situated on the West bank of the Ganges and close to the main 
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stream. Two large bodies came on> one said to consist of some 2 or 
3,000 men from the West, the other of 3 or 4,000 along the bank of the 
River from the South; all the people armed, chiefly with Latlies, some 
with Swords and all slioiiting and exciting each otlier. Mr. Jjyon 
warned by the occurrences at Ancoorah and Kalapance, and aware of* the 
bad feeling which had got among the ll 3 mts and of the utter helpless- 
ness of the Police, had prepared for an attack, lie had (iffy or sixtj'^ Uj)- 
country men in his Factoiy, and his Gluns all loaded. Fearing that he 
would be attacked by both parties at once he went in tlie West side, the 
bod}^ from which quarter had already Ijeguu to enter his Dufterkhanua and 
servants’ houses and was very little more than 1 00 ^^ards from liis house, and 
into this bod}’' he fired two shots, one of which liit in the leg a lAuher, wlio 
probably had come to look on merely from curiosity. The rioiers dispersed, 
a large portion of them taking a circuit joined the South bod}^, whicli 
steadily advanced. Mr. Ln'ou went to the River bank to Jiail a Steamer 
coming down, having done this and seeing that the rioters might cut 
him ofl from tlie house where, most of his senwants were lie licgan to 
retire towards it; the crowd made a rush at him, ho iurnod and fired 
four shots from his Guns and several from his Revolver. Ills 
Jemadar, Gokool Sing, and one or two liurkundauzes went with drawn 
Swords at the leaders and cut two of them down, and at tlio same 
moment three OlTicers from the Steamer well armed and a boat’s Crew 
appearing on the top of tlie River bank close ly, the rioters retroa tod, 
leaving one man Sbami Shuik dead from Sword cuts and anolhor 
(Babooram Cliiisoit) so severely^ wounded by^ a Gun-sliot that lie died 
afterwards on the way to Berhampore. The Steamer then went its wiy, 
leaving two Ofliccrs to assist Mr. Lyon in case of anotlier attack, and 
intending to return at night and anchor off tlie Factoiy. Soon after 
her leaving, the South body which had remained about a mile from the 
Factory was seen to advance again with apparently a great increase in 
its numbers. The three Darogahs with Jemadar and Burkunduuzes 
had by this time arrived on the ground, the Ilazarpoora Moonsbeo wlio 
had passed the night in the Meerlollah Village, GOO yards from the 
Factoiy with a large body of Ryots, had sent notice to the IJarogahs c>f 
this assemblage, and of his fear that the Factoiy would be attacked, 
which notice they received at midnight at the Shuinsheregu nge 
Thannali, not six miles from Meerlollah or Bunnyagoan, and tluy sent 
a Jemadar and twelve Burkunduuzes, most of whom were too late, not 

01 
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themselves proceeding to the spot till about 9 A. M. The rioters 
advanced to about 800 yards from the house and there stopped alarmed, 
probably by tlie appearance of another Steamer which providentially 
came down, and aiieliorlng a little ahead of the assemblage between it 
and the house supplied Mr. Lyon with muskets and ammunition. The 
Darogahs too gained a little courage, and remaining themselves on horse- 
back at some distance of, sent a plucky Jemadar, Mahomed Ibrahim, to 
remonstrate with the crowd, which he did ; but as he himself allows his 
remonstrances would ha\^ been of little use unbacked by the Steamer. 
The rioters then finally retreated and dispersed. The Police proceeded 
to collect the dead and wounded, two of the former and five of the 
latter, one siiu'c dead, and to send information to the Assistant Magis- 
trate, who having taken charge at Jungypore only that day was already 
on his way to llunnyagaoii. He carried on the enquiry until the 27tli, 
when Mr. Wood relieved him under orders from Government and 
completed the investigation. These are the general facts of the case, 
and 1 shall now proceed to the more difficult task of testing the 
evidence to the recognition among the assailants of the Factory of 
the Prisoners committed in this case. The whole country, as may be 
supposed, is flivided into two parties, the Planters and their servants on 
one side, the Ryots on the other. The first two or three days of the 
investigation were devoted to taking the depositions of the wounded, 
the Otfieers of the Steamer and one or two servants of the Factory and 
tlie Police ; subsequently information as to the assailants was attempted 
to be got from Village Chowkeedars and others, but invariably without 
success, none of them knew one of the rioters, then more Factory ser- 
vants and Police were examined. It is to be regretted that every Police 
Officer on the spot and every Factory dependant was not examined on 
oath at once as to the recognition of assailants only. We should then I 
think have had both a larger and a more trustworthy body cf evidence 
ihan we now have. ********* 
The next point was the degree of punishment, to be inflicted. The 
charge on which the Prisoners were convicted was that of riotously and 
tumultuously assembling with arms, &c, to attack, &c, and with intent 
to murder, &c. This offence is generally included in this country under 
the head of affray, and for affray, with aggravating circumstances, a 
Sessions Judge is competent to pass a sentence of seven years’ imprison- 
ment with labor in irons. This did not seem an adequate punish. 
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meni for the leaders who in such a case ought to be very heavily 
punished while the great body of followers should be let off geutly. 
But to obtain a heavier sentence than seven years on one or two 
Prisoners I must refer to the Nizamut, and, until that reference was 
heard and decided, my sentence on the other Prisoners could not be 
executed. Now there was a very considerable degree of excitement 
prevalent in the country. The llyots were very unsettled, and it seemed 
to me from the manner the proceedings were watched and other things 
that they would settle to nothing till the case disposed of one way oi 
other, and a sentence followed not by execution but by the Prisoners 
being detained in llajut as it were for perhaps two or three months 
would certainly not appear to the peasantry as a disposal of the case. 
Designing rascals would make them believe that the sentence was a 
sham, that we were trying to frighten them, they would all be released 
soon, &c., See. I consulted Mr. Wood and others well acquainted with the 
vstate of feeling of the country, and finding they were completely of my 
opinion that a lighter punishment at once inllicted would bo far more 
cflectual for good than a heavier postponed one, I decided on passing 
sentenees within my own competency, taking into consideration with 
regard to each Prisoner the degree of guilt proved against him, his 
position as head of a Village, or otherwise, and the more or less promi- 
nent part which his Village has taken, for instance I gave five years 
to all the Meeriollah men because their Village was the Head-Quarters 
of the Western attack, and they had persisted in spite of the remon- 
strances of the Police. I have also directed all the Arms found with 
the Prisoners to be forfeited to Government. 

Having thus disposed of one very painful duty I must proceed 
to another. Those unfortunate wretches whom I have just convicted 
and sentenced, those who were killed and wounded, many who have lied 
the Country, were led into the guilt for which they liave suffered by 
the conduct of the Deputy Magistrate sent to enquire into the Ancoorah 
case, by the subsequent absence of an Officer from the Sub-Division, and 
by the neglect with which the Police reports were treated. The Police 
are bad enough, and they arc blamed by all parties, some of tlicm 
certainly did not do their duty; and Mr. Wood^s enquiry may show #iat 
they acted in collusion with the Ryots, but however that may be 
reported strongly and fully as will be seen from the Reports in the 
Ancoorah and this case (the former not with the proceedings of this 
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triiil,) Ihoy e()nl(l soan'ol}'’ be expected to tell the Magistrate that the 
Deputy Magistrate sent out and the Jlazeenama sanctioned by him had 
only made matters worse, thoiigli tlicy well knew that was the fact, still 
they reported what was going on. Ou the 14th March, on receipt of a 
report Ironi tlio llazarpoora Moonshce, dated the llih idem, a large 
force of Police was ordered to the spot, but after the 14th, owing appa- 
rently to some unfortunate misunderstanding as to the date of the 
Assistant Magistrate taking charge of the Sub-Division, none of the 
reports were attended tf^iiitil after the attack on Bunnyagaon, when it 
was too late. The de})ositions of the Police taken in this ease particu- 
larly those in tlie Ponjdaree show what went ou in the interval and how 
utterly they failed to restrain the Ryots. 

The reports show how tlie Ryots at first amcnalde to remontrances 
from the i\>lice gradually learnt to disregard them till they attacked 
Jliinnyagaon in open day-light and in defiance of a considerable Police 
Force present on the spot. The Ryots appear to liave said all along that 
what they wanted was a Hakim to enquire into their grievances, and 
the Prisoners in tliis case plainly told me that they never would have 
been in the scrape tlioy were bad a Hakim been at hand. I say the 
same, and this lielicf renders the duty of passing sentence at all times 
a painful one, infinitely more so in this (;ase than usual. ^ 

Til conclusion, I must observe that Mr. Lyon, by bis determined 
defence, saved not only his own life and property, but, had the attack ou 
Bunnyagaon been suce.essful, every Planter and Factory in this Sub- 
Division and jMaldali would, I verily believe, have been attacked, and 
tliero is no staying liow far the outl^reak might have spread. Mr. Lyon 
had quelled the spirit of destruction before almost it was known to be 
abroad. 


V rom *v. li. Youxu, EsQ., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
G. IJ. Yria:, Esq., exercising the powers of a Sessions Judge in 
ISloorshedabad, — (No. 2852, dated the 31st May 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2, 
dated the 18th instant, submitting an extract from your remarks on the 
trial of the men who attacked the Bunnyagaon Factory in March last, 
and in reply to inform you that the Lieutcuant-Governor has perused 
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your observations with much interest, and desires to thank you for the 
careful manner in which you have conducted this trial. 

2. In passing a sentence, such as could take immediate effect, you 
exercised, the Lieutenant-Governor considers, a wise discretion. 

8. The Government is much indebted to you for your good service 
on this occasion, performed as it has been out of the ordinary limits of 
your jurisdiction, and over and above your ordinary Office duties. 


From A. 11. Young, Fsq., Secretary to the GoVWiiment of Bengal, to tlie 
(.^onunissi«mer of the Bajshahye Division, — (No. 2853, dated the 31st 
May 1800.) 


I AM directed to forward for your information the accompany- 
ing copy of a letter* from Mr. Yule, enclosing 
r an extract from his remarks on the trial of the 

men who attacked the Bunnyagaon Factory 
on March last; and to state that the Lieutenant-Governor anxiously 
awaits a report of your proceedings in relation to the conduct of the 
Magistrate, Joint Magistrate, and Deputy Magistrate of Moorsheda- 
bad, and of the Local Police. Those who did well, such as the Jema- 
dar Mahomed Ibrahim, should be rewarded; and those who did ill 
should be punished. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor has no doubt that Mr, Yule’s 


remarks to the effect that hut for accidents and mismanagement on the 
part of the Magisterial Authorities before the return of Mr. Farrell to 
his Suh-Division, the last disturbances would not have occurred, are 
correct. These causes are to he regretted ; but they do not alone either 
account for the event, or very much mitigate tlie offence. Nothing 
appears of any grievances, real or imaginary, which the Ryots may 
have had, and thus no light whatever is thrown upon the causes of 
the first affray in February, or upon the true causes of the subsecpient 
murderous outrages. 

3. It is not an assignable cause of an agrarian disturbance that had 
there been an efficient Deputy Magistratip and a strong Police on the 
spot it would not have grown to such a head as it did grow to. The 
essential point to ascertain is the root of the feeling which thus dis- 
played itself ; and of this up to the present time, the Lieutenant-Governor 
has heard nothing either from Mr. Wood, Mr. Yule, the Magistrate 
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of Moorsliedabad, or yourself. Yet it is manifest that unless Govern- 
ment means to run the risk of sueli risings everywhere, it must obtain 
infor|p.ation as to the true cause of this remarkable outburst in this 
place. 

4. The Lleutonant-Oovernor presumes that Mr. Wood is now 
investigating this all-important topic. 


Copv OF Service Message ey Electric Telegraph, 

From Cam]) Dhoolian, via Hajmchal. 

From B. Wood, Esquire. 

To Calcutta. 

To the Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

12 Clock — Noon, 

“Anxooraii enquiry completed. May I return to Kiijmchal, being 
much required there? Have now been away two months. Roads and 
Buildings there at a stand-still.^^ 


No. 2766. 

Copy of Service Message ry Electric Teleorapii. 

From Calcutta, 28th May, 1-30 p. m. 

From Secretary to Oovernraent of Bengal. 

To Camp Dhoolian, vl6, Rajmehal. 

To Mr. B. Wood. 

You have not yet reported on the causes of the rising against Mr. 
Lyon’s Factory, and of the apparently general desire of the Ryots to 
dissever their connection with the Indigo Factories. The Lieutenant- 
Governor c )nsiders the caiftes of the late disturbances the most impor- 
tant part of tlfie enquiry, and you cannot return to Rajmehal till you 
have investigated and reported on this point. 


From Browne Wood, Esq., Officiating Deputy Commissioner of the Sonthal 
Pergunnahs, in charge of the Jungypore Sub-Division, to the Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal^ — (dated the 30th May 1860.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my Report of the 5th instant, relative to 
the attack on Mr. P. C, Lyon, at Bunnyagaon, on the 21st March last, 
I have the honor to report, for the information of Ills Honor the Lieuto- 
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nant-Governor of Bengal, that I have not been able' to obtain any 
definite information as to the real motives which induced the Ryots to 
attack Mr. Lyon, beyond tlie fact of the existence of combinati<)jis to 
get rid of Indigo cnltivation altogether, brought about by the non- 
redress of the grievous oppressions inflicted on the Ryots of the An- 
coorah Factory by Mccr Tuffuz^ul II ossein, Gomashtah of that Factory, 
the intrigues of Morad Biswas, of Sccbnuggitr, and the alleged plunder 
of a respectable man’s house in open day in the Village of Amdole, 
.also in the Jungypore Sub-Division, by Mr. Charles Masseyk, of the 
Kuddumsar Concern, in January last; enquir}^ into which occurrence is 
now being made by the INlagistrate of Moorshedabad, 

2. I learn that after the Razeenamahs had been filed in the Ancoorah 
case by the Mookhtars of Mr. David Andrew on tlie one side and the 
Ryots, who had brought countercharges against the Ancoorah Factory 
Officials, on the other, and sanctioned by the Joint Magistrate of Moor- 
sliedabad with the consent of the Magistrate of that Division as noted 
in the 3rd paragraph of my letter of the r)th instant, Mr. McLeod, 
Manager of the Aurungabad Concern, appointed, at the solicitation of 
his Ancoorah Ryots, one Dwarkanatli Gliosc, Gomashtah in the ])lace of 
Mcer TulTuzzul llosseln, in the hope that matters might be amicably 
settled, and his Ryots return to their Indigo cultivation as formerly, 
as they would then have a Gomashtah of their own choosing. Dwarka- 
nath Ghose is brother of Jugbiindhoo Ghose, Zemindar of Daonapore 
and Kurrunpara, the latter a man of considerable inlhienec in the 
Aurungabad Concern, and who is said to have been the prime instigator 
of the comhinations against Indigo, but against whom I have not been 
able to get any evidence. After his brother’s appointment as Oomash- 
tah, Jugbiindhoo Ghose sided with Mr. McLeod, and endeavoured to 
get the Ryots to cultivate Indigo as formerly. No amicable arrange- 
ment could be come to, for the reasons given in the 5th paragraph of 
my previous letter, and as the Ryots considered themselves the aggrieved 
parties, and had no redress given them, they determined to have 
nothing further to do with Indigo. 

3. Some of the Ryots of Mr. Lyon’§ Concern, which is close to ]\Ir. 
David Andrew’s, now joined the general combination against Indigo, in 
the hope that they too might be also exempted from further cultivation. 
One of the first who joined the Ancoorah party was Morad Biswas, who 
is proved to have instigated the attack at the Kalapanco Factory when 
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Mr. Rice and liis family had to leave, the day following the severe 
beating of Meer TiiHuzzul Hosseiii at Ancoorah. This man was sentenced 
by Mr. Yule to live imprisonment with la])or in irons for Iiaving 

been coneerned in the attack on Mr. Lyon. Morad Biswas was a resi- 
dent of Seehnu^gur, one of Mr. Lyon^s Villages, about two miles distant 
from Ancoorah, a petty Zemindar and a person of much influence among 
Mr. Lyon\s Mussulman Byots. He, seeing that the Ryots would even- 
tually get into serious trouble by assembling in the lawless manner 
they did, was desirous of withdrawing himself from the league, 
and made overtures to ^Ir. Lyon, doubtless in the hope that Mr. .Lyon 
would appoint him Crumashtah of the Hliowaueepore factory, im- 
mediately near his, Morad’s, house, in the same mjinner, and for the 
same reasons as Dwarkanautli Ghose had been appointed a Gomaslitah 
by Mr. McLeod. 

4, Morad Biswas was at the Bunnyagaon Factory with Mr, 
Lyon only a few days previous to the occurrence of the outrage, and 
Mr. Lyon informed me that he had had at that time serious thoughts 
of employing him. Ryots seeing that Morad Biswas was cooling in the 
interest he had formerly shown in their league, and probably hearing 
that I had seut for him on the L)th March last .to Bunnyagaon after T 
had a])prohcnded Etvvarce Lcngra, one of the principal actors in the 
above league, naturally suspected that he too was about deserting tboir 
cause from interested motives in the same manner as Juglmndhoo Ghose 
had idreaby done, they determined to prevent the same, and that same 
evening (lOth March last,) a meeting of the most influential men eon- 
cenied in the combination took place at Momrezpore. Morad Biswas 
was present at such meeting, and was probably taxed with his intended 
defection. I have no doubt that the attack on Mr. Lyon^s Factory was 
then and there j)l aimed, the conspirators doubtless thinking tliat by 
their going in considerable bodies they would succeed in driving ]\fr. 
Lyon away from his Factory, as they had already done Mr. Rice from 
Kalapanee. Morad Biswas throughout the attack kept himself as mucli 
as possible in the back gi’ound, sending his son Kootoob Biswas forward 
to prove to the Ryots how deeply he* was entrusted in the success of 
their schemes. 

5. That the same motive which caused the attack on the Kalapanee 
Factory and driving away of Mr. Rice, likewise produced the outrage 
of Bunnyagaon as a consequence is evident from the fact that many^ 
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Kalapanoe and Ancoorah Ryots who had no concern whatever with Mr. 
Lyon or his Indigo cultivation were present, fnd this could only be 
the case by their being actuated as above represented. 

6. In the trial of the Bunnyagaon case both before myself and Mr. 
Yule, the Sessions Judge, some of the Prisoners alleged that their object 
in proceeding to Bunnyagaon was because they had heard that the 
Assistant Commissioner of Rajmehal, myself, had called them there to 
meet and discuss matters ; the falsity and fallacy of this statement 
Mr, Yule clearly exposed in his judgment, copy of which was forwarded 
for the Lieutenant-Go vernor^s information : it therefore calls for no 
comment from me. 

7. Although I am unable to furnish so clear an explanation of the 
direct causes which led to the attack on the Bunnyagaon Factory as I 
could wish, yet it is evident to me, from the information I have obtained 
from enquiries, and from the particulars elicited in the cases tried before 
me here, that such attack was caused by a resolution of the Ryots to 
shake themselves free from the cultivation of Indigo as they have 
hitherto known it •, and from ill advisers and ignorance of what they 
should do, they despairing of gaining their object in any other way, 
adopted a plan, which in an uncivilized mind would always be the first, 
that pf forcibly ejecting those who were the heads of the cultivation and 
manufacture they wished to cease connexion with. 

8. In conclusion I beg to state that no serious charges of any kind 
were brought before me against Mr, Lyon, by any of the accused con- 
cerned in the attack on the Bunnyagaon Factory, neither am I aware 
that Mr. Lyon has, in' any way, personally maltreated his Ryots. Petty 
cases of exactions and ill-treatment on the part of his Factory Subordi- 
nates were at times brought to his notice, and instead of at once taking 
up such himself, or referring complainants to our Courts, ^ would make 
them over to his Sudder Office Amlah, by whom some cases were some- 
times hushed up, or misrepresented to Mr. L^'-on, and redress not always 
given the aggrieved parties. None of these however were of so serious 
^ nature as would have given rise to feelings which would have produced 
the occurrence that has been the subject of this enquiry. Since the 
institution of Act XL of 1860, Mr. Lyon has brought before me but 
seven oases of breach of contract, all of which have been compromised. 
Ryots agreeihg to fulfil their engagements which would speak strongly 
in fiivor of the feeling existing between that Planter and his Ryots. 

95 
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Prom A. R. YouNa, EsQ., Secretary to the (jovemment of Benj^al, to the 
Commissioner of the Rajshahyc Division, — (No. 3019, dated the 8th 
June 1860.^ 

Sm, 

In continuation of my letter of the 9th ultimo, No. 2280 , 
I am directed to forward to yon herewith a copy of a further commu- 
nication from ]\Ir. B. Wood, in charge of the Aurangabad Sub-Division, 
dated the 30th idem, in which he reports the conclusion at which he 
lias arrived in regard to the causes wliieh led to the riotous outbreaks in 
the Aurangabad Sub-Divibion, and the attack on Mr. Lyon’s Factories 
at Bunny aga on. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor does not doubt that the general oinnion 
formed by Mr. Wood of the causes of the late disturbances is correct ; 
but he is not satisfied with the result hitherto arrived at in regard to 
those persons by whose criminal acts, oppressions and extortions, it is 
admitted that the Ryots were originally goaded into rising. 

3. The case agaiiibt the Ryots who broke the peace has been very 
well and successfully conducted. The severe punishment of those who 
committed such serious outrages as these Ryots committed was a matter 
of necessity ; but equal justice will not have been done, and the root 
of the evil will not have been struck, unless the offences committed 
against the Ryots are brought to light with as much energy, and 
punished wiili as much severity, as the consequent offences against the 
people of the Factories have called forth. 

4. Mr. Wood states no serious charges have been brought against 
Mr. Lyon. But this is not the case as regards oth*ers, there being on 
record very serious charges against the people belonging to Mr. Andrew^s 
Factories, which the Lieutenant-Governor regrets to find have not 
been enquire^ into, though the investigation of these charges wa# 
specially committed to Mr. Wood. Among the papers forwarded to 
that Officer with my letter No. 1272, dated the 27th March last, was 
the letter from the Magistrate of Moorshedabad of the 15th idem. 
No. 25, in which it is stated that on the 24th ultimo (February,) ^ 
report was received from the Darogah that the Chowkeedar of Mun- 
rezpore had given information that the Manager of the Factory at 
Ancoorah had suiyounded the Village for the purpose of plundering 
it.” In the same letter it was stated that a disturbance and threatened 
attack on the Kalapanee Factory was caused solely by the oppressive 
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roTidiiet of the Factory Gomaslitah.” Mr. Wood was desired to 
institute a full and searching investigation into the circumstances of 
the case/^ the nature of the enquiry to be made being carefully set 
forth in paiagraphs 5 and 0 of my letter to your address of the 27th 
March, of which an Extract was forwarded to Mr. Wood. It was 
observed in that letter that it must be ascertained what numbers 
were engaged in the affair, what temper they showed ; whether it is 
true that the Factory Goinashtah was left for dead ; what exrictly were 
the injuries which he received ; what were the particular acts of op- 
j)rcsbion which, as is now at last reported, induced the Villagers to 
make this attack upon him, and how long such oppression had been 
practised ; what the Owner or Manager of the Factory had done to 
check, encourage, or instigate such oppression ; and in whose interest 
and tor whose profit such acts were committed. The stories current 
and credited of oppression in the quarter in question are such that 
if those connected with the Factory are not culpable, enquiry is due to 
them ; and if they are, it is due to the public that Criminal proceedings 
should be instituted against the guilty parties.^^ 

5. Mr. Wood admits that the llyots of the Ancoorah Factory 
sulfored grievous oppressions from Tuffuzzul llosscin, the Gomaslitah. 
Not doubting tliis fact, the Lieutenant-Governor desires that this man 
be immediately prosecuted for those grievous oppressions, with the 
utmost rigor of the Law. And if he had any aiders or instigators in 
these oppressions who can be discovered, such persons also should be 
similarly prosecuted. The Lieutenant-Governor is constrained to say 
that the impunity ^litherto of these men, who were the cause of all 
the evil, and whose moral guilt is many times greater than that of 
the misguided and ignorant Ryois whom they goaded to desperate acts, 
is a point in the treatment of this case with which he is much dis- 
satisfied. 

6, Among the causes to which the dissatisfaction which led to the 
rising of the Ryots is attributed, is the alleged plunder of a house at 
Am dole by Mr. Masseyk, an Indigo Planter, in January last. That it 
should be alleged, with any probability of truth, that a British Subject 
plundered a respectable man^s house, in open day, within a day^s journey 
of a Civil Station, several months ago ; and that all that can be reported 
about the matter now is, that the occurrence is uilfler enquiry by the 
Magistrate, is a fact very discreditable to the efficiency of the adminis- 
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tration. It behoves the Magistrate immediately to apply himself to the 
investigation of this case, and thoroughly to sift the matter so as to 
elicit whatever of truth there may be in the story. 

7. In conclusion 1 am to request that you will impress as strongly 
as possible on the Magistrate the duty of diligently tracing out and 
punishing the oflences which have been at the root of all this evil ; and of 
prosecuting all oflenders with the utmost rigor, cither before the Mofussil 
or the Supreme Court, as the case may be. 

8. Mr. Wood, to whom a copy of these remarks will be communicated, 
will now rejoin his own appointment in the Sontlial Pergunnahs ; and 
Mr. Man, who has been appointed to the Aurungabad Sub-Division, 
should be directed to take charge with as little delay as possible. 


No. 3020. 

Copy forwarded for the information and guidance of Mr. Browne 
Wood, in temporary charge of the Sub-Division of Jungypore in 
Moorshedabad. 

From Browne Woon, Esq., Officiating Deputy Commissioner, Sonthal Per- 
gunnahs in tcmi)orary charge, Jungypore Sub-Division, to A. E. Youno, 
Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 137, dated the 6th 

June 18G0.) 

Sir, 

Having completed my enquiry into the causes which led 
to tho attack on the Ancoorali Factory, and the severe wounding of 
Meer TufTuzzul Hossein, Gomashtah of that Factg|y, and the driving 
away of Mr. Eico, Assistant in charge of the Kalapanee Factory, from 
Kalapanec, (both Factories belonging to Mr. David Andrew, Proprietor 
of the Aurungabad Concern,) on the 23rd and 24th February last, by a 
large concourses of armed Eyots, I have now the honor, in accordance 
with the instructions received in your letter No. 1272, of the 27th 
March last, received on the 16th April, to forward a Eeport as therein 
directed, for the information of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal. 

8, One Meer Tuffuzzul Ilossoin was appointed Gomashtah of the 
Ancoorah Factory in July last by Mr. A. D. McLeod, Manager of Mr. 
David Andrew's Hactories and Zemindaries, called the Aurungabad 
Concern. At this time the manufacture was being carried on at the 
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Ancoorah Factory, and Meer Tuffuzzul Hossein, Gomaslitali, commenced 
his course of oppression and extortion in first seizing individuals who 
never before had any connection with Indigo cultivation or manu- 
facture, letting off those who paid him well, and forcing those who could 
not and did not fee him to work at the Factory. The aggrieved parties 
proceeded to Kaleegunge, and laid their complaints before Mr. McLeod, 
the Manager, who called upon the Gomashtah for an explanation of his 
conduct : the Gomashtah replied, that those who had comidained against 
him were Zemindaree Ryots of the Concern ; that they were in the habit 
of working at other Concerns, and also as Coolies on the Railway, and 
as the Indigo Plant of his Factory was going under water, he, acting 
under the orders of Mr. Scott, the then Assistant in charge of the 
Kalapance and Ancoorah Factories, had forced the complainants to assist 
in cutting Indigo plant, and also in making an Embankment. On re- 
ceiving this explanation, Mr. McLeod did not make any further enquiry, 
doubtless thinking that the Gomashtah was only acting up to Mr. 
Scott^s orders ; and perhaps not caring to stop his Factory works at a 
busy season, he did not prohibit the Gomashtah from enforcing labor. 
This was the Gomashtah’s first success. 

3. Seeing he had got the better of the Ryots, the Meer resumed 
his oppressions and extortions, specially against those who had previ- 
ously complained against him, until the Ryots again sought redress at 
Mr. McLeod’s hands. Mr. McLeod now directed Mr. Rice (in September 
last), who had succeeded Mr. Scott (said to have been discharged for 
having illegally taken monies from Ryots,) in the charge of the Kala- 
panee and Ancoorah Factories, to make enquiry into the Ryots’ com- 
plaints j this Mr. Rice did on the 1st October last, and was engaged 
five days at Ancoorah in such investigation. The Gomashtah was away at 
his home at Chapghattec, ten miles from Ancoorah — sick. It came out in 
Mr. Rice’s enquiry that several of the petty Subordinates of the An- 
coorah Factory had been concerned with the Gomashtah in his exactions. 
After taking down the statements of several of the complainants, and 
some of their witnesses, Mr. Rice forwarded his investigation papers to 
Mr. McLeod, informing the Ryots at the close of his enquiry, that he 
was not authorized to pass any orders himself, as he had but lalcly join- 
ed his appointment. He was sure however that Mr. McLeod would look 
well into their several complaints, and if he con^dered them true and 
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substantiated, he would doubtless remove the Meer and the others from 
their situations. 

4. Ryots waited some time for Mr. McLeod^s decision, and re- 
ceiving none, they again proceeded to that gentleman^s house at Kalee- 
gunge. Mr. McL^'od then told them that as the Gomashtah had been 
absent when Mr. Rice had taken down the Ryots* complaints against 
him, it would be but fair that the Gomashtah should be present, and that 
ho, Mr. McLeod, would himself proceed to Ancoorah, and eiupiire into 
their complaints, until then, he directed the Gomashtah not to return 
to Ancoorah; this was virtually suspending the Gomashtah t^l further 
orders. Mr. McLeod did not jnocced to Ancoorah till the ^Oth Novem- 
ber last. He was there four days with Mr. Rice, took down the Ryots* 
statements, of tliose previously taken by Mr. Rice, also of others who 
wore not present at first enquiry ; the Gomashtah was present throughout 
Mr. McLeod*s investigation, and had Mr. McLeod done well, or been in 
earnest in his intention of giving satisfaction to his Ryots, he ought, 
I think, to have taken then and there the Gomashtah*s reply to each of 
the accusations brought against him, at all events such as Mr. McLeod 
considered proven, especially as the complainants were present, and had 
been for two months prosecuting their charges against the Gomashtah. 
Mr. McLeod instead of doing this, directed Mr. Rice to make the papers 
over to the Gomashtah, in order that the Gomashtah might file his answer 
to each charge separai(‘ly. jMessrs. McLeod and Rico state, that the 
Ryots appeared satisfied witli Mr. McLeod*s order; they would doubtless 
have been much more so had some decision been passed at the time by 
Mr. McLeod; for if any one of the numerous charges of extortion 
brought against the Meer had been established, it was clearly Mr, 
McLeod*s duty to have removed that man from his situation, also those 
who had been associated with the Gomashtah in such extortions. Mr, 
McLeod failing to do this was most unfortunate, as will hereafter appear. 

5. Mr. Rice proceeded to Calcutta on the 19th December last, with 
the Indigo manufactured in the Auningabad Concern ; before leaving, 
however, he made over to Mr. McLeod all the papers connected with 
his own, and Mr. McLeod*s enquiry into the Gomashtah*s alleged mis- 
deeds, as also the written explanation and defence of the Gomashtah to 
the several accusations brought against him. Mr. McLeod states he 
was shortly after this taken ill with hmorrhage of the lungs, which, 
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incapacitated him from business, and early in January last he proeocded 
to Calcutta for Medical advice and treatment. Before his leaving, how- 
ever, the Ancoorah Ryots came to him once again, requesting to know 
what orders had been passed with regard to their complaints against 
Tuffiizzul Ilosscin Gomashtah. The Ryots and their witnesses^ version 
of this interview is, that Mr. McLeod declared he would not discharge 
the Gomashtah ; that he had worked* well for the Factory, and had 
increased the quantity of Indigo at Ancoorah much; if the Ryots wanted 
to go elsewhere, they were welcome to go, other Ryots would take up 
their lands, &c. Mr. McLeod however states that, on the Ancoorah Ryots 
coming to him before his leaving for Calcutta, to learn what orders had 
been passed by him relative to their complaints against the Meer Go- 
mashtah, or as he is more commonly called Meer Dewan,^^ he explained 
to them that up to that time he really had not had time to dispose of 
their case ; tl^t he was then unable from sickness to do so, he was about 
leaving for Calcutta for Medical advice ; and as Mr. Rice too was absent 
in Calcutta, there was no one to carry out his orders even if he did pass 
any. He promised that immediately on his return orders would b6 passed, 
and if the Gomashtah was proved guilty, he would be dismissed, as also 
Jhulloo Singh and Dhunnoo Singh, Burkundauzes, who appeared to 
have been the principal actors in the whole aflair. ^^The Ryots,” Mr. 
McLeod furtlier writes, understood me perfectly and appeared satisfied.” 
Before starting for Calcutta I sent for Meer Jhulloo Singh, and 
Dhunnoo Singh ; I told the former that serious charges as he knew 
were hanging over him ; that I could not dispose of them till I returned 
from Town ; that he was to remain at the Factory but to confine his 
work to merely looking after the ordinary routine of business till Mr. 
Rice returned from Town ; that Jliulloo Singh and Dhunnoo Singh 
were also to remain in the ||^ctory, but suspended from all work. 

6, According to Mr. McLeod’s own showing, I think he was wrong, 
very wrong in having retained in his situation the Gomashtah Tuffuzzul 
Ilossein, as he well knew that serious charges were pending against that 
individual, and that the Ancoorah Ryots had been prosecuting the Meer 
for several months without obtaining any redress. Mr. McLeod sus- 
pends Jhulloo Singh and Dhunnoo Singh, the Meer’s Subordinates, men 
who never could have committed the oppressions and exactions they were 
said to have done, had they not had the countenance and support of the 
Meer. I am of opinion that had Mr. McLeod suspended Meer Tuffuzzul 
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llossein Gomaslitah, as 1 think he ought to have done before leaving for 
Calcutta, none of the after gross misdoings and extortions of this man 
would have been committed, leading to the general disaffection of the 
Ryots against Indigo cultivation, and eventually to the attack on Mr. 
Lyon^s Factory of Bunnyagaon, in consequence of the reports of the 
Police reporting the large and riotous gatherings of the people in and 
around the Ancoorah Factory Elaka, consequent on the severe Joolim of 
Meer Gomashtah not having been promptly taken up and enquired into 
by the Distiict Authorities, and even when taken up being allowed to 
pass over, and no example made of the Meer, or the ringleaders of such 
riotous and tumultuous gatherings of the people, 

7. The misdeeds of Meer Tuffuzzul Hossein Gomashtah, in the first 
instance, were trifling, compared to those afterwards committed by him 
during Mr. McLeod's absence in Calcutta. Fancying he had got the 
better of the llyots on three several occasions, first, when t^c Jolhars and 
others had complained against him, and no redress was given them ; 
second, that nothing was done to him after Mr. Rico's investigation ; and 
lastly, that Mr. McLeod had not suspended him, although he had two 
of those under him, he considered himself firmly established in Mr. 
McLeod's favor, and commenced a system of oppression and extortion 
altogether intolerable, all classes, high and low, being brought under con- 
tribution by him. 

8. On Mr. Rice's return from Calcutta, 18th January last, he inform- 
ed the Meer Gomashtah that he had received instructions from Mr* 
McLeod to increase the Ancoorah Factory Indigo cultivation by three 
hundred Beegahs during present season. Mr. Rice directed Meer to call 
upon the Mehal Gomashtahs to give in lists of the jummas of all Ryots 
residing in their respective Elakas, showing the number of Beegahs each 
Ryot's jumma contained. He also directej|| the Meer to measure off 
each Ryot's Indigo cultivation within the Ancoorah Kotee Elaka, in 
order that he might ascertain whether the Ryots of that Elaka really 
cultivated the quantity of land each had contracted to give in Indigo ; 
also, to bring before him such Ryots and people who resided within that 
Factory Elaka, in order to see if such people could be induced to give 
any portion of the increase called for; and lastly, in order to ascertain if 
it were possible to get any Khas Poteot land cultivated so as to let the 
increase called for fall as light as possible upon the Ryots; Mr. Rice 
called upon the Meer to ascertain if any such Khas Poteet lands were 
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available for Indij^o cultivation or not. These orders, although I believe 
giv<Mi in good faith by Mr. Rice, served only as handles for oppression 
and extortion, and were di^astrous in their consequences. 

0. Mcer Tuiru/znl llos^ein was too old an adept at extortion to 
lot such favordble ojiportuuities pass ]>y without making the most of 
tliem. He not only called for the jumma of each Ryot from the Mchal 
OoinashtalH, but also fur lists of the iiiiuiber of Pack Bullocks and (^arts 
owned by non -Indigo cidtivatiug Ryots and Traders ; also of dhokces 
worked by ])apor inanufuctiirers ; for what purpose this was done will 
h'^ shown heroal ter. On the plea tliat such and such lauds belonging to 
llyotsj and cultivated by tliein early in the season with cold weather 
crops, such as T(‘esec, Sursoo, Barley, Wheat, &c., were required by tlie 
Factory for Indigo, Mcer would call up«m the owners of such crops, 
and tell IIkmu, lliat if they f«iiled to redeem the same by paying a 
\ioitcear to hinisolf, he would liave such ploughed up, and the land sown 
with Indigo. To show that lie was in earnest in such threat, he had 
some crops ploughed up as a wariiinu*, this had the etiect intended : 
Ryots seeing or hearing that a neighbour's cro]j had actually been 
ploughed up, on the plea that the land wa^ vecjuired for Indigo, were 
only too glad to sivc tlirir own, and to give in to the Moer’s extortion- 
ate demands. Mcer would summon » non-Iiuligo cultivating Ryots, 
owners of Pack Bullocks^ Curts, Hhekees, also TiadeuvS, and even respect- 
able Mabajuns to a})])car before him at his Factory Cutcherry, and call 
upon Ihcni to give JSattas for the cultivation of Indigo. As the IMeer 
knew well that these peo])le seldom liad lands, or plouglu^, or ploughing 
Cattle, and that they would pay liaudsomely rather have any dealings 
whatever in Indigo, his requiring tliem to give Sattas was a mere pre- 
text lor extorting money from them. Meer would through one of his 
own creatures, or co-]iartners then arrange with each individual 
according to his station in life, and afterwards, taking them up l)efor0 
Mr. Rice, get them exempted from cultivating Indigo. Lastly, Meer 
sought for patches of Khas Poteet laud within his Elaka which might 
be brouglit under Indigo cultivation, taking care of course to cultivate 
those only which would inconvenience the Ryots, and thus further his 
own views, as he knew wtdl that the Ryots would prefer feeing him 
rather than have Indigo at their very doors. He would for instance 
have a narrow strip of land lying between a Village and a Nuddee, 
which had been for generations allowed to be the Village Nikhass, 
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cultivated with Indigo, and thus shut off access to the River, except hy 
some circuitous routf ; lie would stop up the Village pathways to the 
River on the plea that the Indigo would be destroyed. Some one of 
his understrappers would then call upon the headmen of the Village 
and tell them that the Meer was open to an olfer, and if the Villages 
would club together and give four annas per house the prohibition to 
cross such patch of cultivation would he taken off, and Ryots allovA^ed 
as formerly to go direct to the Nuddeo from their houses. In fact the 
Gornashtah loft no stone unturned by which he had any opening to 
extort money, and I am only surprised that Ryots and ethers put up 
with the Gomashlah^s extortions audjoolim so long as they did. Some 
Ryots went again to complain to Mr. Rice after his return from 
Calcutta of the Mccr’s continued op])re$siou, and getting no redress 
from that goutleruaii they determined to take the Law into their own 
IjuikIs, the next opportunity the Meer gave them — they had not long 
to wait, 

10. On the 23rd Februaiy last, Meer Tuffuzzul Ilossein proceed- 
ing to measure off, as he says, some lands for Indigo cultivation, 
also to sec that the Ryots had their ploughs out, when near the 
Village of Jiggree, had some words with the Villagers, and seeing 
that they were inclined to he restive, he turned to go back, when he 
perceived other bodies of Ryots running towards him. Fearing that 
the Ryots were hostilely inclined towards him, he galloped home to 
his Factory, and hid himself in the Dufterkhanna. Shortly afterwards 
many, from 7 to 800, Ryots also arrived, and searching for him, found 
him, dragged him out, and gave him a most severe thrashing ; also 
plundered him of Rupees 250 cash, a small box containing some 
llupeos in small coin, a pair of Shawls, and a Shawl Roomal. The 
charge of plunder I find on encpiiry to be entirely false, as will be 

seen in the proceedings forwarded. lie also stated 
cloveu^vTuago^^^ that he had recognized thirty-live* of those who 

heat him. This he could not possibly have done, 
as lie liimself says he was hid under an Indigo sheet, and as soon as 
he was found, he was dragged out, beaten till he was outside of the 
Dufterkhanna, a small Shed, 20 feet by 10, and then struck by lattie 
blows over the head till he fell insensible. 

11. According to the Meer's account, he would wish to show 
that it was in consecj[ucnce of his having gone to measure off some 
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lands, and to see that the Ryots had taken out their ploughs for In- 
digo cultivation that they attacked him, &c. The real cause will be 
very difficult to trace in consequence of its being so much mixed up 
with the attack itself ; as those who are said to have been forcibly 
taken to the Ancoorah Factory, by some of the Meer’s Subordinates, 
now deny before me that they were so taken, doubtless being afraid 
that by their telling the truth, they would, during their examination 
before mo, have to give the names of those who rescued them from 
the Factory, and beat the Meer. From private sources I learn that 
Meer Tuffuzzul Hossein had sent some of his people to the Village of 
Ghazeenuggur to collect Rupees 80, which amount he had assessed 
that Village at, in eonsecpionce of the Ryots, mostly Mussulmans, 
refusing to allow their women to collect and throw away weeds, 
dhoob grass, &e., from some freshly ploughed up lands, as being work 
their women had never before done, and would consider themselves 
disgraced at their doing. The Meer had called upon the women to 
do this on the plea that there was mTich dlioob grass, &c., on such 
land, and that Indigo would not grow well on it in consequence. This 
however was but another predext for extortion, as he knew Mussulmans 
would not allow their women to do such work. The Villagers aoreed 
to pay Rupees 40, so that their women be excused from the above 
work, some of them bolder than other.s, said “ we will give Rupees 40, 
not 80, and if the Meer won’t take 40, he shall have none at all.” 
The Meer’s people went and repeated this to the Meer, who ordered 
them to bring the spokesman of the Ryots to the Factory. This was 
done ; the news of the same spreading to the neighbouring Villages, 
the Ryots turned out in considerable numbers* assailed the Factory, 


* Soluo 7 to 8(^0 sur- 
roundod tlio Factory, 30 
to 40 beutnijr the Alccr. 
Some 2 to 3,0(10 wore 
^oiiig: towards Factory, hut 
Volice arriving, they all 
dispersed. 


rescued the Prisoners, and severely beat tho 
Meer Gomashtah, 

Pi. There is no doubt that the Meer re- 
ceived a thorougli good thraoshiiig. He was 
found by the Police^ some say inside his Bassa/^ 
others, outside near the Vats^ blood flowing from 


several wounds on the head, his right elbow dislocated, and some bones 
on the back of each hand more or less injured. The Native Doctor 


of Jungypore, who examine J the Meer's wounds two days afterwards, 
states in evidence before me, that none of them were so serious as to 


have endangered life. 
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IS* The Police at the Sluimsherefvunge Thatinah, two miles distant 
from Ancoorah Factory, fretting information that the Ryots of several 
Villages were collecting in great numbers and intended to attack that 
Factory, and to kill the Mcor Gomashtah, proceeded there and arrived 
after the whole affair was over. 

The evidence given by the Police is most contradictory and false 
througliout. They would make me hclievc tliat on their arrival at the Fac- 
tory, they apprehended one of those who had beaten the Mcer. This man 
with many others being about 100 yards distant from where the Meer 
lay wounded seeing that the Ryots were coming down on the Police 
with the intention of releasing the Prisoner, they fearing that tlicy 
might themselves be assaulted, allowed the man to escape. This is a mere 
fabri(*ntion got u]) with the expectation of proving, that the Police had 
attempted to do their duty but were resisted )>y the Ryots ; the ap])re- 
licnding of surdi Prisoner, and his escape afterwards, is not noted in 
any of the Police Reports to the Magistrate of Moorshedabad. The Police 
^remained at the Ancoorah Factory all day, and towards evening scut 
Meev Tuifuxzul Ilosseiu in a Doolee to the Thannah, and afterwards 
took down his deposition ; next morning Meer was sent in to Jungy- 
pore Hospital for Medical treatment. Thh Slmmsheregunge Darogah, 
in his socoiid Report of the 2flrd February last, stn,tes lie took the 
MeePs deposition at the Factory, whereas, in his evidence before mo, 
he says, he took the same at the Thannah, the same evening ; in that 
Report too he distinctly states that he was afraid to atieufpl the seizure 
of any of the Ryots, and yet in liis evidence before me, he says ho 
apprehended one of the assailants and afterwards allowed him to escape, 
fearing the Ryots Avould have attacked the Police, The Darogah does 
not give tlio names of any of those who wounded tlie Meer, although 
many were in and around the Factory when he arrived there. The reason 
ho gives fur not being aide to recognize any of the assailants is, that 
ho hud only hitely arrived at the Slmmsheregunge Thannah. lie admits 
however that he had been at this Thannah some three years previously, 
and as the Ancoorah Factory is within one koss of the Thannah, and 
those who attacked the Meer arc residents of the adjoining Villages, he 
must have recognized some of the assailants. 

Id. On the 21tl\ February, the Darogah s of Shumsheregunge and 
Sootee, the latter had come up the previous night at the requisition of 
the former, proceeded to Nya Ilaut, hearing the Ryots were again 
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collecting, and learning from AmecroodJeen Burkiindanz that the 
of Munrezjiore and Mahadebnuggiir were planning to go to Kalnpaiico 
Facfery to loot the same, and to kill Mr. Rice, the Assistant in cliargo. 
The Shiimsheregunge Moonshee and Sootee Darogah started off for 
Kalapanee to give IMr. Rico timely notice of the Ryots’ intentions, 
whilst the Shumsheregnnge Darogah endeavoured to dissuade the Ryots 
from proceeding to Kalapanee. The Ryots collected in great numbers 
by boat of drum, and in spite of the Darogah’s remonstrances pro- 
ceeded to Juggobundoo Raic’s house in the direction of Kalapanee 
Factory, while some 5 or (>00 ])ersons went on towards the Factory, saying 
they would force Mr. Rice’s family to do the same, as he, Mr. Rieo, 
had made tlioir women do, v'lz., (‘olloet and afterwards remove grass, 
weeds, &c., from Indigo lands. Lallchuiul Saha, one of the Heads of 
tlic recent disturbances, coming up, informed the people that Mr. Rice 
and his family had escaped from tlio Factory, and that they liad belter 
return to their homos, whieli they now did ; the Factory was not 
touched, nor the people there moh'sted. The Shnraslieregnngc Darogah, 
althougli amidsi the crowd, says he did not recognize any of the people 
except. Ijallehund Saha. 

15. The Moonshee of Shumsheregungo succeeded in getting Mr. 
Pticc and his family to leave Kalapanee about 3 r. m,, and escorted them 
as far as Chapghattt'e. The same night Mr. Rice and family reached 
Noorpoor Factory a(*ross the Bhaugiruttee, having suffoiTd much on 
the way ; all had to leave on foot and had got about three-fourths of a 
mile away from the Factory, when the Syce bringing up Mr. Rice’s 
Buggy, Mr. Rice witli four young children got into it, whilst Mr. Rice, 
his two daughters and son, a boy about nine or ten years of ago, had 
to Walk from Ka]a])auec to N(»orpoor, a distance of twelv'e miles. 

1(>. No disturhanco took place on the 2?)tli Felmiary, but on the fol- 
lowing day in the afternoon, Ryots again turned out 5 to 0,000 in number 
by heat of drum, giving out that the Factory people were about to plun- 
der Juggoohundoo Raio’s House and Village. The Police followed the 
mob, and assured them that the report was false. After proceeding some 
distance and ascertaining that the report was really false, the Ryots 
dispersed and returned to their homes. The Darogah names Morad and 
Sauhuss Biswas as being the leaders of this party. On the 27th, Ryots 
again turned out by beat of drum some 10 to 12,000 persons variously 
armed, and headed by Lallehund Saha, Morad Biswas and Sauhuss 
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JJiswas, and proceeded to Lahalamaree, about two and a half to three koss 
from Shatnshcre^^ungc Thaunah, having heard that the Factory people 
were collecting Sirkecwallas, &c., and intended to loot Lahalamaree Bus^teo. 
The Police got ahead of the mob, and on the arrival of the latter, assured 
the people tluit the report was wholely false, and that no Factory people 
or Sirkcewallas were anywhere near ; after resting awhile the Ilyuts re- 
turned to their homes. On the 28th nothing occurred, and on the 
morning of the 29th, Baboo Shreesh Chunder Yiddyanitna, Deputy 
Magistrate, arrived at Dlioolinn, having been deputed by the Magistrate 
of Moorsheclabad to enquire into the Ancoorali and Kalapanee outrages, 
and the causes which led to the same. 

17. ThcPoli(je were not wanting in reporting, after the attack on the 
Mecr Goinashtah, daily what occurred ; begging that some ‘‘ Ilakirn^^ 
might come to the spot and enquire into the grievances of the Byot, 
and also to put down the unlawful assemblages of the people, as they, 
the Police, were helpless, and unable to prevent such, or to restrain the 
llyots, neither could they be held responsible' for what might happen 
should the Factory people and the llyots come to blows. The Daregah 
of the Shumsheregunge Thannah was cognizant, if he was not ho 
should have been, through his Bnrkundau^s, Pharreedars and Chowkee- 
dars, of the Mcer Tuifazziil Ilosseiii’s extortionate and oppressive con- 
duct towards the llyots; and I do not consider it any justification liis 
saying he could do nothing, because no one would come forward to lay 
any complaint before him ; he must have known of the excited and dis- 
contented state of the llyots, as many of the MeeFs oppressions were 
committed on llyots not a mile from his Thannah, and it was clearly his 
duty to have reported to the Magistrate of Moorshedabad, in the absence 
of the Officer in charge of this Sub-Division, on leave, the unsatis- 
factory state of affairs in the infmediate vicinity of his Thannah. 

18. It is much to be regretted that neither the Magistrate nor the 
Joint Magistrate of Moorshedabad on receipt of the Shumsheregunge 
Police Reports repaired to the scene of disturbances, instead of sending 
np Darogahs and a pome of rabble Burkundauzes for whom the llyots 
in their then excited state cared not a straw ; equally unfortunate was 
the deputation of the Native Deputy Magistrate, who was at first 
looked upon by the Ryots as a 1st Class Darogah, and welcomed as 
such, by the people clapping their hands and saying we have three 
Darogahs already, here is a first class walla” come to put matters to 
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showing in what light they looked upon a Native llalduu 
The Deputy Magistrate was not much pleased ox’ assured at such recop « 
tion/ and was doubtless glad to leave so unpl(jjisant a neighbourhood. 
In his first Rooboocarree of the 29tli February last, announcing his 
arrival here, he writes that he purposes, if possible, to bring about an 
amicable settlement of diffcronccs between Mr. David Andrew^s people 
and the Ryots. The following day, 1st March, he proceeded and 
inspected several localities where the Aucoorah Factory Officials liad 
cultivated strips of land along the Dhooliaii Nuddec with Indigo, so 
pathways to such Nuddee, for water had been closed, also exist from 
Village to Maidaii for Avomcn and children, no land left for Cattle to 
graze on, or passage for Carts or Cattle ; in some places burial grounds 
ploughed up, in one a Durgah also about 1,000 bcegabs, distributed 
among several Villages, of Teesee, Peas, Jow and other crops, whilst in 
a kutelia’^ state had boon ploughed up, or grazed down, and the lauds 
sown with Indigo ; such burial grounds, roads, crops, or waste laud as 
remained had been paid for by the Ryots and exempted from Ixidigo 
cultivation. The Deputy Magistrate took down the depositions of 
several Ryots detailing their several grievances. On the 2nd March 
lie took the depositions of thd Police as to the attack on the Ancoorah 
Factory, and wounding of Meer Tufiuzzul Ilossein ; the Meet himself 
was absent at Jungy])ore under medical treatment, none of the 
Factory servants were examined. On the 3rd, the whole day appears 
to have been taken up in bringing about the Razeenamas. These were 
filed that evening, and then the Deputy Magistrate started for Moor- 
shedabad, arrived there the following night, and on the 5th, sent a 
Roobookarree to the Joint Magistrate, stating what he had done, and 
recommending that the Razeenamas be sanctioned. The Joint Magis- 
trate on the 0th idem submitted the papers to the Magistrate, request- 
ing to know whether he thought they might be admitted, and pro- 
ceedings closed ; the Magistrate being of opinion that they might, the 
Joint Magistrate sanctioned the Razeenamas on the Cth, and the case 
finally disposed of as compromised. 

19. I do not think that the Magistrate or Joint Magistrate could 
have been aware how these Razeenamas had been brought about, or 
what was the exact state of feeling of the Ryots against the Meer 
and his Subordinates; or they would hardly have sanctioned them, In 
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tho firrft place the Razecnania filed on the part of the R 3 ^ois was signed 
by only three !nen, ami those, Lallchaud Salia, Morad Biswas, were 
the principal men coiicc^nccl in the driving his 

family from the Kalapance Factory on the 21th, and the lawless assem- 
blages of the 2(ilh and 2 7 ih February last, as noted in paragraph Ifi. 

1 found on ciupiiry in his case tint none of these throe men were 
concerned in the attack on the ileer Gomashtah. The Ryots’ Ra/.eenama 
was to tlie cdect that iu Mr. D ivid Andrew was their Zemindar, they 
did not wish to prosceule further their charges against Mr. Andrew’s 
Factory servants : that filed on behalf of j\lr. David Andrew by his 
JNlooktears, simply states, that as tlie accused are iMr. Andrew’s R^mts, 
ho did not wish to prosecute further the charges against thorn. No 
mention is made as to how Indigo cultivation was to bo lieroaftcr 
carried on hv the iViicoornh Factory Ryots, neither was IVIeer Tufl'uzzul 
llossein Gomashtah the principal man interested in the Ancoorah case 
even consulted as to the Razeeiiama given In by Mr. Andrew’s Mook- 
tears. The Deputy Magistrate was evidently in a hurry to bo (>ll‘; us 
he was desirous of having matters compromised between Mr. Andrew 
and his Ryots. He should havm stopped at least another day and liave 
so arranged that no cause for future discontent or disagreement should 
have remained ; this was tlicn an easy mitter, as both parties had been 
very much in the wrong and wore evidently desirous of settling all 
dillerences. Had this been done Ryots would have settled down, and 
tlie after consccjucnccs have been obviated. I question liowevor whether, 
under the cireurnstanees, these Razeenamas should have been sanctioned 
at all ; the Meer being charged with liaving fraudulently extorted and 
taken monies from the Ryots under threat of forcing them to cultivate 
Indigo, and the Rvots had been guilty of going about in large bodies, 
beating* drums, and armed with all kinds of offensive weapons, refusing 
to obey the Police, setting them at defiance, and inviting a breach of 
the peace with the Factory people. Had an example been then, and 
there made of both parties, the attack on Mr. Lyon would not have 
been made, and the lives of several Ryc^s sacrificed, (four have died 
and another is not expected to recover,) nor sixteen men punished with 
long periods of imprisonment for having been concerned in such attack. 

20. Prior to the Ryots giving in their Razoeuama, the under-men- 
tioned agreements were, I hear, come to between them and Mr. David 
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Andrew’s Mooklitars ; same sent to Mr. David Andrew in Calcutta, 
and sanctioned by him, but at the time unknown to Mr. A. D. McLeod, 
Manager of the Aurangabad Concern, 

First . — The dismissal of Meer Tiiffiizzul Ilossein Gomashtah. 

Second. — The dismissal of Mr. Rice, Assistant in charge of Kala« 
panee and Ancoorah Factories. 

That the monies extorted by Meer Gomashtah be repaid to the 

Ryots. 

Fourth . — That the Ryots* bamboos, grass, trees, fowls, &c., be not 
taken from them without their consent, and when taken to be fairly 
paid for. 

Fifth . — ^That the quantity of land as cultivated during Mr. Masseyk’s, 
a former Assistants, incumbency be now taken, and not increased in the 
Ancoorah Factory Elaka. 

SiMli . — That Juggoobuudoo Raie*s brother, Dwarkanauth Ghosc, be 
appointed Gomashtah in the room of Meer Tiiffiizziil Hossein, and lastly > 
that Mr. McLeod’s Mistress be not allowed to interfere in any way with 
the Ryots in either Zemindaree or Factory matters. 

Whether Mr. McLeod acted according to insifuctions from Mr, 
Andrew, I cannot say, but Meer Gomashtah was discharged, also Mr. 
Rice. Dwarkanauth Ghose was appointed Gomashtah in place of Meer 
Tufluzzul Hossein. Varioul^ sums were placed in the hands of Munduls 
of Villages to be repaid to Ryots should they prove that the Meer had 
extorted such monies from them ; Ihe only hitch appears to have been 
as to the quantity of land to be cultivated with Indigo in the Ancoorah 
Factory Elaka. The Ryots seeing that so many concessions had been 
made them, now proposed giving two Beegahs per plough in Indigo. To 
this Mr. McLeod would not ^^accede; they then proposed 1,800 Beegahs 
as gi)|en diiring Morad Biswas’* incumbency ; 
lybe^r^ to this Mr. McLeod also refused to accede, 

saying, the Ryots had agreed to give the same 
quantity of land in Indigo .jas they had done in Mr. Massey k’s time, and 
that he could not take less, ^’i^ktly judging that if he gave in so much 
to the Ancoorah people, the remaining B'actories of the Concern, some six 
in number, \^uld be also claiming a remission in tl^^ir quantities of 
cultivation, and this the Concern culod not afford to do, Mr. McLeod 
doubtless thinking that ^the Ryots could eventually give in, now 
returned to his Sudder Factory at Kaleegunge. The Ryots however 
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svcro stillborn and held out. Some days afterwards some Factory 
Burkundaiizos, six or eij2;ht in number, going from Urmareo to Tarapoor, 
the Ryots of that part of the Country wrote up to the Ancoorah men 
that the Koolee Sahibs were getting up many Sirkeewallas to coerce the 
Ryots ; the Ancoorah men who were on the point of giving in, now 
determined to throw Indigo aside altogether, the more especially as they 
had been put up by some of Mr. McLeod^s own Amlah not to sow for 
some time, as they, the latter, were in hopes that if the Ryots held out a 
little longer, Mr. David Andrew might be so dissatisfied with Mr. 
McLeod as to dispense with his services as Manager, 

21. Whether for the reasons assigned by Mr. McLeod in his letter 
to my address, dated 20th ultimo, paragraph 6, or whether the Amlah 
had been, as stated by them, directed by Mr. Andrew to tell all they 
knew when called upon as to the causes which led to the rising of his 
Ryots against Indigo Planting, I could see at once from the manner in 
which the Arnlah gave their evidence, that they were not well inclined 
towards Mr. McLeod ; and I have no doubt that the Ryots also seeing 
and knowing this, determined to take advantage of the same for the 
furtherance of tlwir own views. A regular league was now formed 
against Indigo cultivation. Oaths were subscribed to both Hindoos and 
Muss\ilmaus. Ryots of one Village were called upon, by beat of drum, 
to assist those of another, if molested by the Planters’ servants, &c., and 
if pressed to cultiv«ate Indigo by such servants they were to resist ; 
signals were made and given, subscriptions raised, Villagers turned out 
by beat of drum, and proceeded in largo bodies, armed to any alleged 
threatened spot, in fact they had it all their own way, the Police were 
iilVaid and had been bought over by the Ryots. Mr. Furrell, Assistant 
Magistrate, attached to this Sub-Division, was away at the time ou 
leave, and no one here in his place to put m stop to these illegal meet- 
ings and assemblages of the Ryots. Affairs rapidly got worse until they 
reached their climax in the attack on Mr. Lyon at Bunnyagaon, parti- 
culars of which attack 1 have given in my Reports of the 5th and 30ih 
ultimo. I would, however, further remg^rk, that had Mr. Furrell, who 
had returned to Juiigypore from Calcutta, on the 14th of March last, 
just a week prior to the attack on Bunnyagaon, acte^up at once, to 
Mr. Joint Magistrate H. W. Alexander’s letter No. 191, of the 15th 
idem, forwarding him the Reports of the So<jtee and Shumsheregunge 
Darogahs (staling that the Ryots were again collecting in large armed 



{ 767 ) 


bodies, by beat of drums, and that the Planters were also raising armed 
bands of men and they knew not at what hour a breach of the peace 
might take place), and requesting him to proceed to the scene of dis- 
turbance and endeavour to set matters to rights, the attack on the 
Bunnyagao% Factory might have been prevented. Mr. Purreirs leave 
was not up till the 21st idem, on which day he retook charge of his Office, 
and proceeded to Bunnyagaon the same morning Mr. Lyon was attacked. 

22. Although no actual proof has been adduced in these proceedings 
showing that Poorno Beebee had taken monies from the Ryots, there 
is no doubt that it was currently rumoured, and generally believed, that 
she had influence in the management of affairs in the Aurungabad Con- 
cern, and that she had exercised such influence on behalf of Meer 
Tuffuzzul Hosscin Gomashtah. I think Mr. McLeod has laid himself 
open to the imputation that he favored such Gomashtah at the expense 
of the Ancoorah Ryots. 

First . — By his not putting a stop to the Mcer’s oppressive conduct 
in seizing carts and individuals ostensibly for Factory purposes, but in 
reality to enable him to extort monies for their release as brought to 
Mr. McLeod’s notice in July last. 

Second . — Failing to suspend Meer Tuffuzzul Hossein when Mr. Rice 
reported unfavorably of that individual in October last. 

Third . — Tn not taking the Meor’s defence to the charges brought by 
the Ryots against the Meer, and personally enquired into by Mr. McLeod 
in November last, and passing some order for or against the Meer. 

Fourth . — Knowing well the feeling of the Royts, who had been com- 
plaining for six months against the Meer without obtaining any redress, 
in retaining that person as Gomashtah of the Ancoorah Factory on his, 
Mr. McLeod’s, departure for Calcutta in January last, thus giving him 
greater and unrestricted qppor|unities of further oppressing the Ryots 
during his, and Mr. Rice’s absence; and lastly ^ in calling for an increase 
of 300 Beegahs of Indi^ cultivation in the Ancoorah Factory, the only 
one in which, up to that time, any discontent has been shown, and when 
he knew the Meer, the cause of such discontent, was still^Jomashtah, and 
might have supposed that in carrying out such order, the Meer would not 
fail to rev^gc himself on those who had so long endeavoured to bring 
about his dismissal. 

23. I think it was very injudicious in Mr. McLeod having retained 
the Meer so long as Gomashtah, It gave him greater confidence, and the 



( 768 ) 


Eyots^ cause for supposing that some indirocted agency was really at 
work in retaining the Meer in his appointment. Mr. McLeod^s Amlah 
have stated before me that the Meer gave Mr. McLeod^s Mistress Poorno 
Beebee a pair of Shawls, a Shawl Roomal, and 200 or 250 cash to get 
her to intercede with Mr. McLeod in his behalf after 5%. Rice had 
sent in his first Report unfavorable to the Meer ; of this however there 
is no proof ; the only person who states he saw such given is Imdad 
Khan, a discharged Factory Burkundauz, and he gives such contradic- 
tory evidence that I am unable to place any confidence in his state- 
ment. 

24j. Mr. Rice, although not actually charged with having taken 
monies from the Ryots in connection with the Meer Gomashtah, is sus- 
pected by them of having so done in consequence of his having refused 
to listen to any complaints against the Meer after his return from 
Calcutta in January last. Mr. Rice had no authority to dismiss the 
Meer even had he been guilty. He had once recommended his dismissal 
tvithout avail ; next he had only lately joined, and depended upon the 
Meer for all information regarding the Ancoorah Factory, He had but 
this man to carry out Mr. McLeod^s order for increased cultivation. 
He knew the Meer was on bad terms with the Ancoorah Ryots, and 
doubtless thought the Ryots^ complaints were greatly exaggerated, and 
that if he took up such complaints he would materially interfere in 
securing the required increase, and thus perhaps jeopardize his own 
appointment. Mr. Rice is now an old man, nearly sixty, has hitherto 
borne an unblemished character, has hold important trusts, was formerly 
a Proprietor of Indigo Factories himself, and I cannot suppose that he 
would now in his old ago for a few hundred Rupees lend himself to 
such extraordinary frauds as those practised by the Meer Gomashtah. In 
consequence of his not having taken up the Ryots’ complaints, and his 
having passed the objectionable orders he did, as noted in paragraph 8, the 
Ryots of the Ancoorah Factory Flaka thought was in league with the 
Meer in his extortions, and made them determine to get rid of him in 
the manner they did on the 24th February last, th^day after the Meer 
had himself been so severely beaten. 

25, Having l>een directed to investigate and report upon the causes 
which led to the origin of these disturbances, I have taken all proceed- 
ings in English, some of which I now forward for the perusal of His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, Non-proven cases I have 
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ivtained, considefhig that the Mecr Gomashtah was Uuj root and real 
cause of all these disturbances. This day {I5th ultimo,) Mr. Yule as 
sions Judge sentenced sixteen of the principal men concerned in the 
attack of Mr, Lyon, of the Bunnyagaon Factory, to various periods of 
imprisonment. I remanded the said Mcer to Ilazut, whei’c he now is, 
pending the Lieutenant-Governor’s order on this Report. 

26. It will be very difficult now to ascertain the real parties who 
attacked the Meer, on the 23rd February last, and if the case be tried 
(le vovo, I think it is very doubtful if any would be convicted. The 
evidence given before me both by the Police and the Factory servants is 
very contradictory. There is no doubt the former arrived after the whole 
affair was over, and the latter although they say they were present 
close to the Dufturkhanna, and saw all they deposed to before me, I do 
not credit, for their statements arc most contradictory, and it is not 
likely that they would have remained at the Fiictory, tlidess hid in some 
out of the way place, when they saw a large crowd of peojde corning 
armed with sticks evidently bent on killing the Mcer, and ill-treating 
all the Factory servants who had oppressed them. The Moor got a most 
severe thrashing, and was probably left for dead ; lie was laid up for 
nearly two months, having received six severe cuts on the head, his 
right elbow dislocated, some bones on back of each band more or less 
injured, caused probably by blows of Painds whilst protecting his 
head, and bruises all over his body. Pdinas are sticks about Ihrec feet 
long, about three- fourths of an inch thick, used by Chassas for goading 
cattle when plougliing. Although the Ryots and Complainants have 
named only the Meer, I am of opinion that others were concerned with 
him in his extortions on the people ; he never would have had the hardi- 
hood I think of going the lengths he did, unless hacked by some of the 
other Factory and Mehal Gomashtahs, but of this I could not procure 
any proof. Since the Meer has been in Ilazut he seems inclined to 
disclose everything, now that his co-partners have thrown him aside. lie 
fears however that such disclosures would seriously implicate himself, 
and he is deterred on that account from telling everythin JP lie admit- 
ted to Mr. McLeod a few days ago that he was not alone in the extor- 
tions put down to him. He had Aimse^ colhctod only 280 Rupees from 
the Ryots, of which amount he had given 40 Rupees to the lu‘ad Naib 
of the Aurungabad Concern, There is however suflicient evidouee 
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ftfyaiiist the Mccr in ilie proceedings held before me to prove that he 
extorted several sums from the Ryots, should the Lieutenant-Governor 
decide that Mee^ 'rutfuzzul Hossem be tried for the same. 

27. With regard to the riotous and armed assemblages of the Ryots 
on the 26th and 27th February last, the three men who headed the same 
and were in fact the chief instigators of such have been convicted and 
imprisoned for having been concerned in the attack on Mr. Lyon at 
Bunnyagaon, one to seven, and the other two, each to five years’ impri- 
sonment with labor in irons. I do not therefore think it would Ml desir- 
able to institute any further enquiry as to who were the other delinquents, 
especially as the people are now settling down duly warned by the risks 
they themselves ran of receiving like punishment, 

28. The Kalapanee Division of the Aurungabad Concern had sufTered 
very severely in consequence of this outbreak, not having cultivated one- 
third of what it had done in previous years, and I have no doubt Mr. 
David Andrew will for his own interests have a thorough remodclment 
of his Establishments, discharging all such as may have been implicated 
in any way with his late Goraashtah Meer Tuffuzzul Hossein, in his extor- 
tions and oppressions on the Ryots of this Concern, both Zemindarce 
and Factory ; also those who assisted in creating the ill-feeling against 
the Concern prior to the attack on the Mcer, by forcing his Kyots to 
give ploughs for Indigo at a time when they required some for their own 
cultivation, and not even paying a fair equivalent for the forcible loan of 
such ploughs; cutting down bamboos, trees, taking grass, and other pro- 
perty of the Ryots against their will, and not paying for the same a fair 
market value ; besides these, there are many other points which might 
be enumerated as having caused discontent, such as not giving Hatchit- 
tas to Ryots at closing of Indigo accounts. Should the Byot have any 
Phazil due him, he was told that such would be carried to credit of his 
Rent Account ; such Phazil however by the collusion of the Factory and 
Zemindaree Amlah, was generally taken by them, and the Ryot cheated 
out of the same, and the latter made to pay his rents in full. Again 
as to the prift of articles taken from the Ryot, he would be told he would 
get credit for same in his Rent Account, if he got anything, it would be 
at the Factor}! Nirikh^ which of course was less than the market value ; 
perhaps the Ryot might have kept such article in order to raise money 
thereon for some particular purpose by the Factory, taking such article 
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at its own price and not paying for tlie same at Ihe time he would liavo 
to borrow money at a heavy rate of interest to carry out what ho wanted. 
Land would be taken from a Ryot for Indigo as soon as a rich deposit 
had formed thereon, and some inferior land given to the Ryot in lieu of 
his own ; vide Mr. Rice’s statement paragraph 7, as to the Oopalniiggur 
Village land. I have however already extended this Report too much 
beyond its legitimate purpose. I have every hope that these several causes 
for discontent will be effectually taken in hand by the Indigo Commission 
now liking, and that matters will be put on a more satisfactory footing 
between Planter and Ryot than they are up here at present. 


Memorandum of Documents herewith forwarded^ 

Letter No. 191, dated 15th March 1800, from the Joint Magistrate, 
Moorshedabad, to the Assistant Magistrate, Jungyporc. 

Letter No. 209, dated 20th March 1860, from ^ho Joint Magistrate, 
Moorshedabad, to the Assistant Magistrate, Jungyporc, forwarding 
two letters from Messrs. McLeod and Lyon, both of the 17 th March 
1860. 

Roobookarree from Baboo Shreesh Chunder Viddyarutna, Deputy 
Magistrate, to the Joint Magistrate of Moorshedabad, dated 19th Febru- 
ary 1860. 

Roobookarree from Baboo Shreesh Chunder Viddyarutna, Deputy 
Magistrate, detailing what he saw on the 1st March 1S60. 

Roobookarree from Baboo Shreesh Chunder Viddyarutna, Deputy 
Magistrate, to the Joint Magistrate of Moorshedabad, dated 5 th March 
1860, forwarding Razeenaraas filed by Mr. David Andrew’s Mooklitars, 
and Mr. Andrew’s Ryots. 

Mr. T. B. Rice’s explanatory statement, dated 18th May 1860, to Mr. 
Officiating Deputy Commissioner B. Wood. 

Mr. T. B. Rice’s deposition on oath before Mr. Wood, Ofiiciating 
Deputy Commissioner, dated 21th and 25th May 1860. 

Mr. A. D. McLeod’s letter to Mr. Wood, dated 26th May 1860. 

Mr. Wood’s Proceedings and Deputy Magistrate’s, will be forwarded 
by Dawk Banghy, 
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From A. R. Yotjno, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of the Eajshahy(j Division,— (No. 3160, dated the 12th 
June 1860.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter No. 3019, dated the Stli instant, 
I am directed to forward to you a copy of a further communication 
from Mr. Browne Wood, in charge of the Aurangabad Sub-Division, 
dated the Gth idem, containing a report of the result of his ^quiry 
into the causes of the late disturbances in the oieighbourhoo^W the 
Ancoorali and Kalapanee Factories in that Sub-Division. 

2. Mr. Wood’s letter of tlie 30th May last was understood to be 
the Report on the Ancoorah Factory case promised in paragraph 11 of 
his previous letter of the 5th idem, No. 97, and as no allusion was made 
to any further enquiry having been instituted into the circumstances 
stated in connection with the occurrences at that Factory, and Mr. 
Wood had applied for permission to return to Rajmehal, it was con- 
cluded that this was his final Report. Hence the remarks in paragraphs 
4 and 5 of ray letter fif the 8th instant, which Mr. Wood’s present 
Report shows were unmerited, and which the Lieutenant-Governor has 
much pleasure in cancelling by placing on record the expression of his 
unqualified satisfaction with the whole of Mr. Wood’s proceedings in 
conducting the diflicult and important duties which devolved on him 
while in charge of the Aurangabad Sub-Division. 

3. Orders have already been issued for the adoption of criminal 
proceedings against Meer Tuffuzzul Hossein, late Gomashtah of the 
Ancoorah Factory, and against all his aiders and abettors in the oppres- 
sions practised upon the Ryots of that Factory which have been brought 
to light in the course of Mr. Wood’s investigation. No pains must be 
spared to obtain the most reliable evidence against all, and a sufficient 
number of District cases should be separately brought against the Meer 
to ensure on the whole his receiving adequate punishment for his syste- 
matic wickedness and the same course should be pursued against all 
concerned with him. 

4. It does not appear fiom Mr. Wood’s Report that any person of 
superior position in the Factory to the Meer can be specifically con- 
nected with any of his offences. So far as criminal proceedings are con- 
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eorneJ therefore, prosecution must be confined to this man and his 
accomplices. Ihit it should bo explained to those who have sutfered that it 
is for all persons injured by the acts of the servants of the Owners of this 
Factory, done by them in their capacity of servants, and rendered possible 
only by the power they had by reason of their being* so, within the 
knowledge of and unchecked by Manager or Owner, to take advice as 
fo their prospects of obtaining redress in the Civil Courts. 

5. ^^itli reference to the statement contained in paragraph 21 of 
Mr, Wood^s Report that the attack on Mr. Lyon^s Factory might have 
been prevented had Mr. Furrell, the Officer in charge of the Suh-Di vi- 
sion, taken prompt action on receipt of Mr. Joint Magistrate Alexander’s 
communication to him. No. 191, dated the 15th March last, relative to 
the hostile feeling exhibited by the Ryots in that neighbourhood, I arn 
desired to request that Mr. Furrell may be called upon to explain liis 
conduct. 

6. - With advertence to the general contents of Mr. Wood’s letter, 
1 am desired to observe that the prolonged existence of such a state of 
things as is there disclosed, without the slightest attempt to remedy or 
check it on the part of the Police Authorities, is in various degrees dis- 
creditable to the official characters of all concerned; to the Police 
Ruvkundauzes and the Darogahs who knew of it; to the Sub-Division 
Officers and Magistrates who ought to have known it, and to the Com- 
missioner who, as Superintendent of Police, passed ovtn* such laxity of 
administration unnoticed. 

7. In ]paragrapli 2 of my letter No. 17()G, dated the lltli April last, 
your predecessor was desired to enquire into and report on the conduct 
of the Deputy Magistrate Baboo Sreesli Cliunder ViJyarutna in the 
Ancoorali case. The Lieutenant-Governor hopes to receive from you an 
early report on this subject. 

8. The Lieutciiant-Ooveruor also desires to l)e informed of the orders 
which may have been passed respecting the Police of all the Thannahs 
concerned. Every effort should he made to procure the services of respec- 
table men as Darogahs and Naib Darogahs to replace the Darogahs and 
Mohurirs of the old school as fixst as these last arc dismissed for proved 
misconduct. The new rates of pay ought to enable efficient District 
Officers to make striking improvements in this respect ; and cases of this 
sort where a very general dismissal from the service is indicated as the 

98 



( 771 ) 

only sufiicu*nt measure of correction, afford good opportunities for carry- 
ing out this object. 


No. 3101. 

Extract, paragraphs 1 and 2, forwarded to Mr, B. Wood for 
information. 


From Browke Wood, Esq,, Officiating Deputy Commissioner, Sonthal Per- 
gunuahs, in charge of the Jungypore Sub-Division, to A. 11. YouNO, 
Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 140, dated the 
7th June 1860.) 

Sir, 

Having completed the duty on which I was deputed, I would 
now solicit His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor^s sanction to my being 
permitted to return to my own Division. Mr. Furrell having been 
appointed Officiating Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector of llaj- 
shahye, left this on the 4th instant. I perceive that Mr. Man has 
been appointed to this Sub-Division, but as I know not how soon he 
may reach this, 1 would request your instructions as to whether I am to 
await that Officer’s arrival, or leave at once for llajmchal, there being no 
cases of importance now pending liere. 

2, I think I may safely say that Troops are no longer required in this 
Sub-Division, and, as the rains will be soon setting in, I would propose 
that the Detachment of the 3rd Bengal Police Battalion be directed to 
join Head-Quarters. 


From A. B. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
Browne Wood, Esq., Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Sonthal Per- 
gimnahs, on Special Duty at Aurungabad, — (No. 3167, dated the 15th 
June 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
140, dated the 7 ill instant, and in reply to state that you have the 
Lieutenant-Governor^s permission to proceed now to Bajmehal to joi.a 
your appointment as Officiating Deputy Commissioner of the Sonthal 
Pertninnahs. 
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From A. 11. Younu, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of the Bajsliahyo Division, — (No. 3166, dated the ITjth 
June 1860.) 


Sir, 


* No. ItO, diited 7th June. 


I AM directed to forward to you the accompanying copy of a 
letter* from Mr. Browne Wood, the Officer in 
charge of the Jungypore Sub-Division, and, 
with reference to his second paragraph, to request that you will be so 
good as to state whether the services of the Detachment of the 3rd 
Police Battalion on duty at Aurungabad arc still required in that 
Sub-Division. Mr. Browne Wood has received the Lieulenant-Gover- 
iioi’s permission to proceed to llajmehal to join his own appointment. 


From Browne Wood, Esq., Ofliciating Deputy Commissioner, Sonthal Per- 
guiinahs, in charge Jungypore Sub-Division, to the Secretary to the Go- 
vorumeut of Bengal, — (No. Ill, dated the 11th June 1860.) 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter No. 3019, of the 8ih instant, to 
the address of the Commissioner of the Bajshahyc Division, copy of which 
you were pleased to forward for my information, I have the honor to in- 
form you that my Report of the 30th ultimo was with reference to 
the causes which in my opinion li£id led to the attack on Mr. Lj/on at 
Bunnyagaon on the 23rd March last, and was quite irrespective of my 
promised separate Report on the Ancoorah and Kalapanec outrages, and 
the complaints of the Ryots against the people of those two Factories, 
as noted in paragraph 11 of my first Report of the 5th ultimo. 

2, I regret to find that His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of Ben- 
gal, evidently thinking that my second Report in continuation of my 
first, relative to the attack on Mr. Lyon, was my final one on the whole 
subject of these late disturbances, came to the conclusion that 1 had 
been greatly wanting in not having fully investigated the serious charges 
brought against Mr. David Andrew’s Factory people, for which special 
duty I had been deputed to tliis Sub-Division. I trust my Report of 
the Cth instant, posted on the 7th, probably reached you on the Otb, the 
day after despatch of your letter No. 3019, of the 8th instant, will have 
proved to Ilis Honor how far I have succeeded in my endeavours to 
trace out the true causes as to the origin of these late disturbances in 
the Aurungabad Sub-Division. 
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Ji. Having, in pai*a.<j^rapli 1 1 of my letier of the 5111 ultimo, said 
1 would submit a separate Report on the Ancoorah ease, I did not think 
it necessary to repeat the same in my second Report of the 30th 
ultimo; iny not having done so however must have led the Lieutenant- 
Governor to suppose that the second was my final Report. 

4. I have the honor, with reference to the alleged Report of Tekkoa 
Chowkeedar on the 23rd February last, to the eficct that the Manager 
of the Ancoorah Factory, Mr. Rice, with his Factory people had sur- 
rounded the village of Murnrazpore for the purpose of plundering it, to 
state that this Report was a mere fabrication, as the said Chowkeedar 
gave one statement before the Police, another before the Deputy 
Magistrate, and a third before myself, and all differing from each other, 
as you will find by referring to his depositions filed with the Ancoorah 
case, and the Darogah’s Report herewith forwarded, and which I would 
also rc([ucst the favmr of your filing with the Proceedings previously 
sent. The Darogah did not transmit this Report to the Magistrate of 
Moorshedabad until afkt' his return from the Ancoorah Factory, and affer 
he had got particulars of the wounding of the Meer Gomashtah. 
There was not a particle of truth that Mr. Rice was anywhere near the 
Village of Murnrazpore on the 23rd February last. The story of intend- 
ed idunder was evidently got up so as to give some pretext for so many 
Ryots colle* ting that day in the maimer and for the purpose "they did. 
Had Murnrazpore been threatened, why should the other Cliowkecdars 
who were at the Thaunah when Tekkoa gave in his Report proceed 
direct to the Ancoorah Factory instead of to the Village threatened ? 
vide their evidence filed with the Ancoorah case. 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
35rowne Wood, Esq., in temporary charge of the Sub-Division of 
Jungypore, — (No. 3217, dated the 18th June 18G0.) 

Sill, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No, 144, 
dated the 1 lih instant. You will already have learnt that your final Re- 
port No. 137, upon the disturbances in the Aurungabad Sub-Division, 
was received the day after the despatcli of my letter to the Commissioner 
of Rajshahye, No. 3019, dated the 8th idem, of which a copy was fur - 
nished to you; as was also a copy of my letter No. 3160, dated the 12th 
instant, in which it was explained that the previous orders were passed 
under a misapproliensiou and full justice was done to your exertions. 
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From 11 . M, Esq., CommiBsioiicr of the Uiijshahyo Division, to th<' 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 9G0, daieil t\\e 15ih 
June 18G0.) 

Sill, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 3019, dated the 8th inatant, and, with reference thereto, 1 l)eg to 
annex, for the informutioii of llis Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, 
copy of a letter addressed hy me to the Officiating Magistrate of Moor- 
shedahad, No. 930, d:ded the lltli instant, and of the Magistrate's reply, 
No. GOG, of the l‘3th idem, on the subject of his at once proceeding in 
person to the Jungypore Sub-Division to make a thorough investigation 
into tlic charges adverted to in your communication under reply. 

2. I liave instructed Mr. Robinson, in reply, at once to carry out 
his proposal of making over charge of his Treasury, and of the current 
duties of the Collectorate, to his Assistant, Mr. 11. Kean, as a tem- 
porary arrangement, and to proceed himself at once to the II cad- Quarters 
of the Aurungahad Sub-Division, to complete the necessary enquiries 
on the spot, and to retain in his own hands the immediate cdiarge of the 
Sub-Division uiit.l relieved by Mr. Deputy Magistrate Man, or by such 
other Officer as may be appointed in Mr. Man's stead, 

3, Mr. Robinson anticipates that the enxpiiry will occupy about 
two months ; and I would beg to recommend, therefore, for the favor- 
able consideration of His Honor the Lieutenant-Govcnior, that an 
additional Officer, with the full powers of IMagistratc and Collector, 
may be posted to the Sadder Station of Moorshedabad, to aid in the 
disposal of the pending work, which is considerably in arrear, especially 
in the Revenue Department. The present staff of Officers at Ilcad- 
Quarters consists, in addition to the Officiating Magistrate and Col- 
lector, of the Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector, the Assistant 
with common powers, one Deputy Collector with Revenue ])owers only, 
and two Deputy Collectors, one with special powers and the other 
with common powers of an Assistant Magistrate. The three latter Offi- 
cers are Nativel^; and I would suggest that an European Deputy Magis- 
trate and Deputy Collector be appointed. Mr. II. Davies, who is at pre- 
sent at Pubnah, is available for the purpose ; and in the event of his 
being apxjointed he would relieve Mr. Millett, the Joint Magistrate and 
Deputy Collector, of a considerable portion of the Magisterial cases, 
which arrangement would admit of Mr. Millett devoting some portion 
of his time to Collectorate duties, and of his exorcising a general 
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supervision over the scv(3nil Revenue OfTicers during Mr. Robinsou^s 
absence. 


From H. M. Reid, Esq., Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, to the 
Magistrate of Moorshedabad, — (No. 93G, dated the 11th June 1800.) 

SlE, 

I HAVE tlie honor to annex, for your information and guidance, 
copy of a letter from the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
No. 3019, dated the 8th instant, and of its enclosure, from Mr. 
B. Wood, OiFiciating Deputy Commissioner, Sonihal Pergunnahs, dated 
the 30ih ultimo ; and, with advertence thereto, I beg to desire that 
you will lose no time in making a diligent and searching enquiry into 
the charges of oppression which have been adduced against the Factory 
people of the Aurangabad Sub-Division, and that you will use your best 
endeavors to elucidate the true facts of each case, and to bring the 
guilty parties to justice. 

2. The cases particularly noted for enrpiiry are those enumerated 
in the 4th, 5ih and 6th paragraphs of the Government letter; and 
you will, in addition to them, try and report upon any others which 
may have already been instituted, or may subsequently be so. The 
papers of the cases alluded to in the Government 4th paragraph should 
be called for from Mr. Wood, should they not have already been returned 
to you by that Officer. 

3. To enable you to complete the necessary enquiry in a satisfactory 
manner, and without further unnecessary delay, I would suggest the 
propriety of your proceeding at once to the Sub-Division of Auranga- 
bad, and making the enquiry on the spot. IVtr. Man, the Officer newly 
appointed to the charge of the Sub-Division, only holds special powers ; 
and, though he has been doing good service of late in the Pubna 
District, you will, I trust, find him a willing and energetic Subordinate. 
He is perha])s not sufficiently experienced at present to have entrusted to 
him the immediate conduct of the important enquiry now directed to 
be made. 

4. Should you be of opinion that the services of an extra Officer are 
urgently required at the Sadder Station, as a temporary or permanent 
arrangement, I request you will bo so good as to report to that effect, 
staling the description of Officer whom you would prefer to be appointed. 

5. In conclusion, I cannot too strongly impress upon you the duty 
which devolves upon you of diligently tracing out and punishing the 
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ofl*ences which have been the cause of the late disturbances, ami of 
prosecuting all offenders with the utmost rigor, in the manner indicated 
in the 7th paragraph of the Government letter, 

6. Copy of the 5th and 6th paragraphs of Government letter, to 
the address of this Office of the 17th March last, is also ai:>])eiided for 
your information and guidance. 


From W. L. F. Robinso>^, Esq., Ofliciating Magistrate of Moorshedahad, to 
tlie Commission ar of the Kajshahye Division, — (No. 606, dated the 13tli 
June 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt, this morning, 
of your letter No. 936, of 11th instant, and, with reference thereto, to 
stale that I am ready to proceed to Jungypore at once, as soon as 
arrangements are made for carrying on the work here. You ask rnc if 
I think another Officer is absolutely required here, and I have the honor 
to reply that I do consider it absolutely necessary to have some one here 
as Collector, unless things are to remain as they arc until I liave done 
with the work at Jungypore, and there is no saying when that will be. 

2. The only Officer to leave in charge of the Collectors Office is 
:i^r. Kean, an Assistant without special powers even ; and you are 
aware that, as matters stand, the arrears in the Office are very lieavy. 
Mr. Millett, the Joint Magistrate, has quite enough to do with the 
Fouzdaree, and he will besides have to hear reports from all this side 
of the District during rny absence at Jungypore, so that his time 
would (I speak from experience) be fully occupied. 

3. The cases at Jungypore will he heavy ones, and require time to 
bring them to a satisfactory termination; it is impossible to say what 
time, but I should certainly think two months would not be an 
unreasonable period to calculate upon. 

4. The case against Mr. Masseyk I have here. I called for it soon 
after joining from Mr. Furrell. The papers are already about two feet 
ill height ; and I found that only five or six Defendants had been sent 
for, of whom only one was in attendance. I w^ent through the papers 
and issued warrants for the arrest of as many others as there seemed 
aprimd facie case against, several of whom have been sent in; but 
though I sent notice to the Plaintiff, he has not yet come, and it was 
my intention to have proceeded myself to Jungypore on Sunday next, 
to have enquired as to the cause of this. 
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5. The casc% I think, should most certainly he tried as near the place 
as poHsihle ; and 1 should myself have proceeded to the spot to do so 
in May, had I not hecn tied down by the Collectory work. 

<). 1 do not know when Mr. Man may be expected to relieve Mr. 

Wood, but I know that the latter’s presence is very much wanted in 
the Sonthal roro'unnahs j and I would propose, should you think it 
desirable, to proceed at once and take over charge of the Siib-T)ivisiou 
of Jungyporc myself, leaving Mr. Kean in charge of the Collector’s 
Olfiee here, pending the arrival of another Officer. The Collectory is 
tlie difficulty, for that is work which I cannot take with me to Jungy- 
pore, and there is no one elsewhere to whom to transfer it. 

7. lle(]uesting as early a reply to this as possible. 


From A. K. Youno, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of the Kajshahyo Division, — (No. 3865, dated the 2Gth 
July 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
066, dated the 15th instant, reporting that you have directed the 
Officiating Magistrate of Moorshedabad to proceed to the Aurangabad 
Sub-Division to complete the enquiry begun by Mr. Browne Woo^ 
into the cases of oppression said to have been practised on the Ryots 
by the Factory people. 

2. Mr. Robinson will find that a great part of the enquiry has 
been completed by Mr. Wood, and that perhaps all that remains to be 
done will be to adopt Criminal proceedings against the guilty parties to 
bring the cases to a satisfactory termination. It is to be hoped, there- 
fore, that Mr. Robinson will not be nearly so long delayed at Jungy- 
pore as he anticipates. In compliance, however, with the recommen- 
dation contained in the last paragraph of your letter, Mr. Deputy 
Magistrate H. Davies, who exercises full powers, has this day been 
appointed to the District of Moorshedabad. This arrangement the 
Lieutenant-Governor trusts will be found sufficient for the requirements 
of the District during the time Mr. Robinson maybe employed on the 
special duty above referred to. 



No. XXXIV. 


Abstract Translation of a Petition from certain Inbabltasits of Zillahs 

Nuddea and Jessore. 

State that being liiglily oppressed by Mr. White, Mr. Furlong, 
and other Indigo Planters in the Districts of Nuddea and Jessore^ 
they made repeated complaints to the Local Authorities, on which these 
oppressions were checked to some extent for a few days, and the 
Petitioners were engaged in making their cultivation for their mainte- 
nance. The Petitioners have now, for about a month, been subjected to 
the oppressions practised by the Hakeems, in combination with the said 
Planters, and they have come to the Lieutenant-Governor to make their 
representation. 

That the Lieutenant-Governor is doubtless aware of the outrages 
committed upon them, in connexion with the cultivation of Indigo. 
That the Indigo cultivation cannot be classified among the services 
which a subject js required to render to the State. It is a sort of 
trade, and a transaction between creditois and debtors, which must bo 
done with the consent of both parlies. If the Petitioners or their 
ancestors, owing to the good conduct of a Planter, or under some 
obligation to him, undertook to cultivate Indigo, there is no such 
agreement that they, during their life time, and their heirs would for- 
sake their other professions and be exclusively employed in cultivating 
Indigo. That the Petitioners arc Farmers, and that they live upon their 
crops which they make by bodily labor. That the Indigo cultivation 
subjects them to great loss which they are no longer able to sufier, and 
they, being Her Majesty^s subjects, cannot serve any more as slaves 
of the Planters without any remuneration. 

That although the Indigo cultivation cannot be reckoned as service 
required to be done to the State, and although the existing regulations 
provide for the recovery of Indigo advances, a very severe one-sided Law 
has been passed by the Supremo Council on the subject of the Breach 
of Contract. This Law, which is in accordance to the wishes of the 
Planters, is highly injurious to the interests of the Petitioners, 
Nevertheless, should justice be administered in strict accordance with 
ihe new Law, the Petitioners would have no ground to complain ; but 

99 
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as no justice is done to them, their life and property are in danger 
and they have therefore come to the Lieutenant-Governor to represent 
their grievances in the following 

Thalia the Police Darogahs, like the domestic servants of the 
Planters, accompanied by the Lattials in the employ of the latter, seize 
some of the Petitioners, sometimes on the pretence of a false charge, 
and sometimes on no pretence whatever, assault and confine them in 
the Factory Godown, and afterwards release them. They say that they 
had instructions from the higher Authorities, and that unless the 
Petitioners submitted to the Planters they will be turned out from 
their habitations. 

2nd. That up to this time not one of the cases instituted by the 
Planters under the new Law has been decided in strict accordance with 
the provisions of that Law. Just on the receipt of a Petition presented 
on behalf of the Planters, the Defendants are summoned, and on the 
latter attending the Court, case is decided in favor of the Planters 
within one or two or at most three days. The Defendants are not 
required, as usual, to submit written defences, and their witnesses are 
not called for, nor their depositions taken. One or "two verbal ques- 
tions are put to them, and the depositions of two or three Atneens on 
behalf of the Planters being taken to the effect that they called upon 
the Ryots for the payment of their dues, a decree is immediately 
awarded, and the Ryots are imprisoned in Jail. The Hakeems, surround- 
ed by the Planters^ ’'sit along with them while deciding cases, and the 
Court is crowded with Amlahs and Mooktears of the Planter. There 
is not a soul on behalf of the Petitioners, and should any person go, he 
is confined in Ilajut or in Jail on a false charge got up against him. 

&rd. The cases instituted under the new Law are for the recovery 
of debts. They are not charges for serious criminal offences, neverthe- 
less the Petitioners are detained in the custody of the Sepoys without 

any food. 

4}^/^. The Petitioners are Farmers, and do not know how to carry on 
their cases. Nobody ventures to become their Mooktear, for Teetoram 
Chuckerbutty, who practised as a Mooktear on behalf of the Ryots, has 
been sentenced to six months' imprisonment, and a fine of 200 Rupees 
on a false charge. In like manner another Mooktear, Kadarnath, has 
been confined in Jail under sentence of three months' imprisonment* 
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All Mookteats atid respectable presons have left the District of 
Nuddea. 

biA. The Planters who exercise a great influence in the Court, by 
means of instituting several false cases which are not cognizable under 
the new Law^ have succeeded in having several innocent persons im- 
prisoned, and there being no Sessions Judge in Zillah Nuddea^ no ap- 
peals against these decisions are made. The prifbners also see no means 
of appealing to the Sudder Court, as the Magistrate refuses to give 
them copies of his proceedings. The Eyots are unable to petition the 
Mofussil Authorities, for if they go to present their Petitions they are 
instantly imprisoned on a false pretence. 

6tA. Under the new Law if a Eyot, after taking Indigo advance 
and executing an agreement, neglects to fulfil his contract, ho will be 
liable to punishment. But the Indigo Planters not being able to 
produce any genuine agreements for the current year are instituting 
suits by means of fabricating agreements and falsifying their own 
advance account books ;%nd the Magistrates consider these documents 
to be valid, and without listening to the arguments of the Ryots, 
award decrees and imprison the Ryots. The Darogahs who are 
deputed to the Mofussil on false pretences enter their houses, carry 
away their females, and subject them to great dishonor and hardship. 
The Petitioners have no means of making their complaints to any body, 
and if any person goes to complain, he is kept in confinement and 
subjected to great hardship 

7tA. These oppressions are practised in the Mofussil, and the country 
is about to be ruined owing to the injustice done by the Police Amlah 
and the Magistrates. The Petitioners are neither thieves nor daeoits, 
they are Her Majesty's subjects, and they do not know what fault they 
have committed, so as to be dishonored and to meet such harsh treat- 
ment in the bands of the Mofussil Authorities. If Mofussil 
Authorities arc determined to get Indigo cultivated for the Planters, 
they can do so in the Petitioners' land which are sown with paddy ; but 
they should be prevented from destro}ing the religion and life of the 
Petitioners. If no such orders are issued within a day or two to the 
Authorities in Nuddea and Jessore, it is certain that many Ryots will 
lose their life, honor, and property for no fault. The Petitioners make 
this representation on oath, and declare that not one of the statements 
therein contained is false. 
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From A. R. Yorao, Esq., Secretary to the Qovernment of Bengal, to tho 
Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 1913, dated the 25th April 
1860.) 

Sm, 

I AM directed to forward to you in original the accom- 
panying Petition, with an abstract translation made in this Office, from 
certain Inhabitants of^uddea and Jessore, complaining of the oppres- 
sions practised upon them by Indigo Planters, and containing certain 
allegations against the Magistrates of those Districts, and to request 
that you Avill make an enquiry into the statements made in the Petition, 
and report the result for the information of the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From A. R. Youko, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 1967, dated the 27th 
April 1860.) 

Sir, 

With reference to the Petition presented to this Office by 
certain Inhabitants of Nuddea and Jessore, which accompanied my letter 
No. 1913, dated the 25th instant, complaining of the oppressions prac- 
tised upon them by the Indigo Planters in those Districts, I am directed 
by the Lieutenant-Governor to request that you will cross-examine the 
Petitioners, and endeavor to ascertain what, if any, specific acts they 
have to complain of, explaining to them the uselessness of making 
vague and general complaints which can never be substantiated. If 
you can elicit from them anything sufficiently specific to be susceptible 
of enquiry, with a view to a practical result, you will be so good as to 
take such measures as you may think best to ascertain the facts. 

2. You should, the Lieutenant-Oovemor thinks, take this opportunity 
to disabuse tte Petitioners of any idea they may have of their being 
obliged, whether they contract or not, to cultivate Indigo for Planters. 
The Law leaves all who have not contracted to sow Indigo this year 
to do as they please ; but it insists that those who have contracted to do 
so, should honestly fulfil their contracts. And in this the Law is just 
to all parties, and interferes with the rights of none. Those who have 
contracted to sow this year should honestly sow this year ; but a contract 
to sow this year does not oblige them to contract to sow next year, or 
any future time, and if there is a dispute on the question of fact as tO' 
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whether they have contracted to sow this year, and taken a cash advance 
or not, they must for this year submit to the decision of the Magistrates, 
who will endeavor to do justice to both parties. 

3. You will also have the goodness to intimate to the Petitionors 
that, before the time for sowing comes again, a Commission of Enquiry 
will have sat to hear all complaints and to ascertain all circumstances 
connected with the practice of Indigo cultivation. When that Commis- 
sion reports to Government, Laws and Regulations will be made in this 
matter to ensure full justice to Ryots and to all concerned, and which 
will afford satisfaction to all who have any just complaint to make. 

4. Meanwhile, the Ryots must conduct themselves properly. Those 
who have contracted to sow Indigo this year and have taken a cash 
advance for the purpose should sow Indigo without complaint. And 
when the Magistrate decides that a Ryot has so contracted, that Ryot 
should submit to the decision. Whatever is the case this year, he will 
have nothing to complain of after this season is at an end, as he may 
then contract or not, as he thinks best for himself. 

5. I am to request that you will enquire into the ease of Kadarnath, 
a second Mookteav of the Ryots, who appears to have been imprisoned. 
The Mooktear, Tectoram Chuckerbutty, is doubtless the one whose re- 
lease has just been ordered. 


From A. Onotn, E«q.. Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, io ibo Secre- 
tary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 113Ct,, dated the 2Hili 
April 18G0.) 


Sir, 

In reply to your letters Nos. 1913 and IDG?, dated respectively 
the 25th and 27th instant, I beg to state, for tlic information of His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, tjbat I have 
personally examined the Petitioners named in the 
margin, but without being able to extract any- 
thing more specific than what is stated in the 
Petition. I have, however, sent the Petition to the Magistrates of 
Nuddea and Jessore, with certain notes of my own on particular pas- 
sages which seem to call for explanation, 

2. There is no doubt that the proceedings in the breach of contract 
cases have been too summary. I hate remarked to this effect ou 


Sadlioo Mnndle. 
!Mahomed Manik. 
Slieikh Koodruttoolah. 
Mallo Mundle. 
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several decisions which have come before me. The Mooktear^s convic* 
tion, too, must have had for a time the unfortunate effect here described ; 
but I have desired the Magistrate, on releasing him, to encourage him 
to go back to Damoorhoodah and resume the conduct of the Eyots^ 
caseSk 

3. I have already endeavored to correct the mis-impression referred 
to in the 2nd paragraph of your letter No. 1967, dated 27th instant, 
which I found prevailed iu Thannah Hardee, as will be seen by the 
annexed copy of my letter, dated 23rd instant. No. 134Ct., to the 
Magistrate of Nuddea. I have now communicated the purport of your 
present letter to Petitioners, and dismissed them to their homes. 

4. There is one prayer in the Petition which I should recommend 
compliance with. On my return from Kishnaghur at the beginning of 
this month, I ventured to suggest that a temporary incumbent should be 
appointed to the Nuddea Judgeship. The Petitioners point out that 
illegal proceedings have taken place under the cloak of the New Act| 
and that they have no remedy in the absence of a Judge. 

5. I presume the Special Commissioners will soon be appointed. 
The opening of the proceedings of this Commission will, 1 think, have 
a good effect in removing uneasiness on the part of those who overlook 
the temporary character of the coercion sanctioned by the New Act. 


Prom A. Gkote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Officiat- 
ing Magistrate of ^Jffiddea, — (No. 134Ct., dated the 23rd April 1860.) 

Sir, 

It has come to my knowledge that some of the Ryots in the 
Hardee Thannah have expressed surprise at the provisions of the New 
Act, which they find a difficulty in reconciling with the purport of the 
late Government Orders on the Joyrampore Petition, which was officially 
explained to them. 

2. But this^difficulty must be owing to their not fully understand- 
ing the New Law, which really leaves the question of option to 
cultivate Indigo where it has always been. It only coerces those 
Ryots who have barred themselves from the exercise of that option by 
entering into contracts, ^ch men, as Government Orders repeatedly 
pointed out, were bound to fulfil the obligations which they had come 
under, and they were now by Law into fulfilling them. The 
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Ryot who has made a contract need not fear the coercive process, for it 
cannot be brought to bear on him until the Planter shall have sued him 
and proved him to be under a contract. 

3. Mr. Tayler should do hk best to explain this where he iSnds that 
the objects of the Nevy^ Law are imperfectly understood. Elsewhere 
there would not appear to have been so muhh misapprehension of them. 


From A. R. Yoitko, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 2211, dated the 
5th May 1860.) 

SlE, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your predecessor^ 
letter No. 113Ct., dated the 28th ultimo, reporting the pftceedings 
adopted by him in regard to the Petition from certain Inhabitants of 
Nuddea and Jessore, complaining of the oppression practised upon them 
by Indigo Planters, and in reply to inform you that they are approved 
by the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to PiEECB 
Tatleb, Esq., — (No. 2181, dated the 6th May 1800.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to request that as Sbon as you have concluded 
your proceedings in connection with the Compensation Commissioner, 
you will be so good as to proceed to Kishnaghur toHbfficiate as Judge of 
the Nuddea District, until the return of Mr. Littledale. 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division,— (No. 2283. dated 
the 9th May 1860.) 

Sir, 

With reference to paragraphs 2 and 3 of your predecessor's 
Report of the 28th ultimo. No. 113, I am directed to state that an 
opportunity should be taken to explain to the Mooktear, who was un- 
lawfully sentenced to imprisonment, but^as released and encouraged 
to return to Damoorhoodah to defend his Clients, the purport of the 
Lieutenant-Governor's remarks conveyed in my letter No. 1967, dated 
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the 27th ultimo* It should be impressed on him how important it is 
for their own interests that his Clients should be prudently advised at this 
juncture, and how injurious to^^ihem it will be if, having actually taken 
advances for this season^s cultivation, they are induced to act otherwise 
than in conformity with the Law in respect to the fulfilment of their 
contracts. If he has advised llyots not to sow Indigo who have admit- 
ted to him that they have taken advances to do so, he has advised them 
a course which must be ruinous to them, and cannot in any way better 
the future prospects of themselves or the class to which they belong. 
The Mooktear, and all others in his position, should be urged to en- 
deavor to impress this view of the case on their Clients. 


From JiJ, H. Lusni5GT0iT, Esq., Officiating Comimssioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 193Ci., 
dated the 24tli July 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor herewith to return the Abstract P|tition for- 
warded with your letter No. 1913, dated 25th April last, and which was 
in accordance with my predecessor’s remark in paragraph 1 of his letter 
No. 113Ct., dated 28th idem, forwarded to the Magistrates of Jessore 
and Nuddea for report, 

2. Their reports, copics^f which are enclosed> have only just been 
received by me. 

3. As many of the complaints referred to in the Petition have 
since been separately taken up and disposed of, it would appear unne- 
cessary If^ain to go over the ground and to remark for a second time, 
that there can be no doubt that the suits under Act XI. were not pro- 
perly adjudicated on the first introduction of the Act, and that injustice 
was practically committed in consequence. As these errors were dis- 
covered, however, px’oper pains were taken to correct them, and there 
was a general dlfcre on the part of all Officers trying these suits to 
arrive in each instance at a right and proper conclusion. 

4. The charges of arbitrarily locking up Ryots in godowns, issuing 
Warrants under Act XI. when a Summons was sufficient, imprisonment 
of Ryots on false charges tcyievent their lodging complaints, and the 
oppression of Police on females under color of executing orders issued 
under false sentences, are emphatically denied by the Magistrates of 
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both Districts, and considering that the Petitioners themselves wci\j 
nnahlo to state anything explicit when examined on this Petition by my 
predecessor, the Lieutenant-Governor will not perhaps think it necessary 
Unit I should enter into any further details. 


From E. AV. Moloxy, Esq., IMagistrato of Jessore, to the Olficiating Coni- 

mhsioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 131, dated the 29th May 1800.) 

Sin, 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that, in compliance witli your 
request, I have this day received from ]\lr. Ilerschcl, the Petition alluded 
to in your letter No. 157Ct., dated the 28th ultimo. 

2. Most of the allegations, I perceive, apply to the Niiddoa District ; 
the general ones against the Policjc are, I believe, utterly without foun- 
dation ; no complaints of any oppression have been preferred to me, 

3. The Summons process bus been inv^ariably ado])tcd in eases 
under the New Law for Breach of Contract, and the ansv/cr of the 
Defendants have been writtcii down, when they have not prepared written 
pleadings ; the manner in which the cases have been disposed of will 
be known to you, 

4. The general charges against all Magisterial Officers of the two 
Distn(‘ts are, I imagiru', false. ''Jdiey arc so certainly as far as I am 
concerned. 

No person has boon refiisjd a copy of any proceedings of my Court. 

1 ]>eg to return the Petition herewith. 


From W. J. TIerscitel, Esq., Oilicialiiig Magistrate of Nuddea, to the Com- 
missioner of the Nuddoa Division, — (No. 22o, dated the 21st July 1800.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to submit the Report called for in the Peti- 
tion of the ilyots of Jessore and Nuddea. 

2. That I have delayed it so long will I fear be taken as an indica- 
tion that the Petition has some truth in it. But I have had the replies 
from my Subordinates lying by me ever since a week after they were 
called for, so that for the delay I alone am responsible. 

3, I confess that I have not felt very ^ger to answer the Petition. 
AVhat grounds of complaint did exist had been fully brought before your 
predecessor with fur more accuracy than in the present Petition, As 
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far as lay in my own power tlioy had been mot and corrected and in 
common with others my own errors were being closely cheeked by 
higher authority. 

^4. Wliilc admitting therefore that there existed a cause of dissatis- 
faction, I felt also that every thing was being done which could be done 
to ieu\ove it. To answer the Petition by general denials would have 
been unfair, and I really had not time to withdraw from the incessant 
conflict around me to give it a fair consideration, 

5. Looking at the Petition now, I find it, like the Petition of the 
Jadobpoor Ttyots, vague and in some eases directly opposed to facts, and 
it is ihere^re imposslbki to meet it otherwise than by denials and as 
against the Petition, I trust they will be allowed full weight. 


On the first issue of the New Law it certainly was very generally under- 
stood by tlie I’ollco to signify that Indigo 
(Sroon^’inai complaint.) was io hc sowu this year just as usual, 

and although the meaning of the words 
Cash advar)r*e’^ very speedily got known, the proviso was such a clog 
on all a'Lanpts to adoj)t general measures that it was practically put 
out of sig! i, and if possible it Avoukl have been shirked. But the 
liyots hud pcvecivod their advantage and used it. I early noticed that 
tlie Police generally were attempting to override the Law by expound- 
ing it in their gwu way to mean simply sow.^^ 

But I had no reason, judging from tlie complaints laid before mo, to 
suppose that any thing beyond verbal inllucnce was being used by the 
J^ulicc. 

Mr. !McNeile says — 

I have to state that no case has come to my notice in which 
Villagers, arrested by the Police, have been confined in Factory Godowns 
except where they have been so placed under my own direct oixlors, 
pending the trial of the charges brought against them. I have upon 
some occasions, for want of any other suitable place, directed Ilajut 
Prisoners to bo kept in the Godowns of both the Katgurrah and Bcngdah 
Factories. I, however, invariably remained myself close to the spot 
during the wdiole period of their detention in those buildings, and 
placed the prisoners under the sole charge of the Military, not the Than- 
nah Police, who received strict orders to prevent communication 
between them and any other persons whatsoever. On all these occasions, 
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the wants of the Prisoners were earofullj attended to, and I am saiisliod 
that they received no ill-treatment/^ 

Mr. Maclean says — 

^^No case has been instituted before myself of any Daroi^ah with tin? 
assistance of the Factory Lattials, &c., having- seijced Villagers on false 
pretences^ assaulted or confined them in Factory Godowns.’^ 

]\lr. Platts says — 

No such cases have occurred in this Sub-Division, nor have I ever 
had cause to suspect that anything of the kind was ever attempted. 
Oil the contrary, the Police have been charged with aiding and instigat- 
ing the Ryots to evade their contracts, the cases of the Kulreempore 
Darogah and a Burkundauz of that Thannah being instances in point/^ 

Without searching through the swarms of Petitions presented to 
myself from all parts of the District, I cannot positively say that 
no such complaint has been made to me in general terms. Tlicre 
certainly has been no such occurrence in my own Thannahs and 
certainly no complaint of the kind suflieiently precise for me to call 
for enquiry was made from the Sub-Divisions. 

Since the issue of my Perwaiinah of the 19th April, the following 
has been the tendency of complaints in the different Thannahs : — 

Bonoono. 

Sakshaii, — V ery slight from Ryots ; generally cpilet. 

(i 0 13 u ra)AN G A II . — Perfectly quiet. 

Bagdvh. — R epeated complaints by the Ryots; much hot feeling, 

Darogah suspended. 

Eiupiiry made. Mr. McNeilc reported that, though nothing was proved, 
it was evident that the Plaiiitifls were in loo much fear to speak out. 
Suspension of Darogah confirmed and on expiry of term moved to Saii- 
tipore to be under the eye of the Deputy ]\lagistratc. 

Kjsunagiiuk. 

IIanskhally. — A good deal of heat; very slight complaints from 
the Planters. 

Hadrah. — T he same, some comjdaints from both sides. 

Kotwally. — A little heat ; some complaints from the Planters. 

Nakassyparaii . — Perfectly quiet. 

Damoorhoobah. 

Hardee.— \ ery great heat of feeling, a great many complaints by 
the Ryots, but the Darogah has at times been equally comjdaiued 
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by the resident Planters. Ills manner is said to be roiigli, 
l>iii be has borne a ""ood eliaracter. 

DAMOORiiooDAfT, — Equally lut ; complaints frequent from the Planters. 

DowLH'na'NOE. —Less excitement; corn])laints from Ryots sometimes. 

Kurreempore. 

]\Ii*:iiERPORR. — Considerable heat; complaints principally by the 
Ryots but also by the Planters. 

KuiuiEEArpoKE. — Great heat near Bamondee; Mr Tripp comjdaiiiine; 
very loudly. Daro^ali arrested by Puhna Authorities and suspended by 
the Deputy Majj^'istrate of Kurreempoie. Repeated ' calls for evidence 
to llie chc#ge on which he wais arrested have failed to elicit any even 
ostensilde evidence. 

2. That up to this lime not one The eases \eere certainly tried 
oft lie eases instituted by the Plant- summarily, and as the Defendants’ 
(‘rs under the New ]j:iw has been pkxi was a simple noo-ative, ll\e 
(h'cided in stried accordance with w'hole ease rested on the credibility 
the provisions ol that Law. Just of the evidence for the prosecution; 

on the receipt of a Petition pre- and as this was always hroii,i»‘ht 

sented on behalf of the Planters, up ready on the tirst day, few 
the Deieiulanta jire summoned, and eases took more tlian a week to get 
on the latter attending the Court, tlirough. Written dehaiecs were 
I he ('ase is decided in favor of the not taken it is true, hut their wdt- 
Plaulevs within one or twm days, nesses most certainly w^re never 

&c. rejecUHl or lost sight of. It is 

an established custom in the IMofussil to ulhnv an European a seat in 
Cmurt Avhen he api)ears as Plaintiff beside the Judge, hut I have never 
idlow'ed it, when he appears as a Defendant. The Court ahvays con- 
iaiiicd very many more Ryots than Planters and their Amlah, and 
afti'v the first few days the attendance of Mooktears on both sides was 
fair enough. 

The proceeding generally followed has- been of the simplest kind. 
Warrant has never been issued (though permitted by the Law) in the 
first instance; for every hearing of the case a day has been fixed, and if 
the Defendant had answered the Summons at once, which he almost al- 
ways did, the fixing of the day wxas enough to secure his ajipcarance. If 
not, hall was taken 1 believe by ilr. Tayler. Messrs. Platts and IMaeloan, 
from wdiorn alone answers have been called for on this point (Mr. 
McNeilo having had no cases at the time,) positively deny ev^er having 
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put a Defendant into confinement till final decree was pashcd and 1 cer- 
tainly never did. Mr. Taylor had left before 1 eonld call on him for a 
re])ly, and Mr. Mackenzie bcin< 3 ^ under ^^lys^elf, I know that he never 
did. It is a matter of regTct to have to say it, but it has been acknow- 
ledged by iMessrs. IMaelean and Platts, and I must acknowled<>‘e it 
myself, that the necessity fir caution in accepting evidence for the Plain- 
lllfs in contract cases was forced on as the cases proceeded hy the evi- 
d(‘iicc which crept out. Mr. McNcile, however, was fortunate in haviiipf 
the most perfect and undeniahle evidence laid before liiin by the llcngal 
Indic^o Company in every ease. But it is wholly false that, as a general 
rale, cases have been doereed on the depositions only of or three 
Ameens. Wliore the European himself did not appear, I never heard of 
a single case staiidiiiii; wdiicli was not proved at least by the Factory 
]\[()hurirs, and even this evidence was soon pronounced insiiflicicnt. 

3. The cases instituted under Wdienever Defendants in coii- 

tlu‘ New Law are for the recovery tract cases were placed under 
ol“ debts. They are no charp^es for char<^e of Sepoys (which was only 
serious Criminal olfences, iieverthe- done at Damoorlioodah,) it was 
loss tlic Polilioners are detained in after de(*reo had been passed and 
the custody of the Sepoys without at the request of the Defendants to 
any food. allow them time to pay up their 

damag'cs without going to Jail, J\Ir. Maclean positively denies that 
there was any ill-trcatineiit. To keep guard in this way is cue of the 
duties of the Military Police, audit was no abuse of power to employ 
tliem so. Tliere was not a solitary Burkundauz to spare for this duty. 

4. Complaints of the imprison- ])otli these cases have been up, 

ment of two Mooktoars for ad- before Govern in cut, and the Mook- 
vocating the Ryots’ cases. tears have been released, 

5. The prisoners also see no Tliis is quite unfounded. Co])ics 

moans of appealing to the Sudder of orders and decisions have been 
Court, refuses to give them copy taken to any extent asked for. 

of his proceedings. This charge is absurd on the 

The Ryots are unable to peti- face of it, 
tion the Mofussil Authorities, for 
if they go to present their Peti- 
tions they are instantly iuqirisoned 
on a false pretence. 
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(). But tlie Indifjo Planters not 
being able to produce any genuine 
agreements for tlic current year are 
iiistituting suits by means of 
fabricating agreements and forging 
tlieir own Advance and Account 
Books, and the Magistrates consi- 
der these documents to be valid 
and without listening to the argu- 
ments of tilic ityots, award deci*ces 
and imprison the Ryots. 

The Darogahs who are deputed 
to tlie Mofussil on false pretences, 
enter their houses, carry away 
tlieir females, and subj(Kd; them to 
great dishonor and hardship. 


The validity of written agree- 
ments has never l^ecii ostaldished 
to my satisfaction, and Mr 
Maclean has also rejected eases 
in which he had reason to doubt 
them. 


T have never heard of a single 
instance of this kind before, and 
I do not, therefore, believe that 
the charge is true. 


From A. R. Yorxa, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Commissioner of the Niiddea Bivision, — (No. 3055, dated 
the 31st July 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge tlie rcceijit of your Ldter No. 
193Ct., dated the 2dth insiaut, submitting, with your remarks, the 
Reports of the Magistrates of Nuddea and Jessore upon the Pclition 
which wa.s forwarded to your Oiliee with my letter No. 1013, dated tlie 
25th of April last. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor considers that tlie most serious of the 
complaints made by these Pelitioiiers, which are those noticed in tlie 
4th paragraph of your letter, have been shown to be without foundation 
in fact ; and he agrees with you in your conclusions on the sulyect of 
this Petition generally. 

3. The unlawful conviction and imprisonment, upon charges consti- 
tuting no Criminal offences, of the two Mooktears or the Law Agents 
of the Ryots, is a just subject of complaint ; for, as reported by the 
Magistrate, it had for a time the effect of depriving the Ryots of the 
power of obtaining the services of any Mooktear to conduct the 
defence of their causes. This ciicumstauce is very much to be regretted. 
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But ilic error was coi reeled, and its injurious consequences were reme- 
died as soon as possible, owin^ to Mr. Grote^s vigilance. 

4. An Officer was sent to act as Judge of Nuddea during ilie 
incumbent’s temporary absence, as soon as one became available for the 
purpose. Mr. Pierce Taylor was appointed to act as Judge of Nuddea on 
the 5tb of jMay last. 

5. It is admitted by the OfTieers concerned, that the evidence ad- 
duced on the side of the Plaintiffs was not sufficiently tested at first ; 
and it is not to be denied that the causes of many Defendants must in all 
probability have suffered in consinpience. Tliis also is to be much 
regretted: but tlie error was soon corrected by the Officers trying the 
cases, as soon indeed as the practical necessity of a thorough testing of 
the evidence became apparent. 

6. On the whole it must be held that the complaints are in part 
unfounded or exaggerated ; and that, in so far as they are not so, the 
causes of complaint were removed as soon as they came to notice. 

7. The Petition was presented to the Lieutenant-Governor at 
Allipore by a very large 1)ody of Ryots, who had come from a great dis- 
tance for this purpose. That these poor people felt really aggrieved 
there can he no doubt, and that they had in some important points just 
cause of complaint has been admitted. The Lieutenant-Governor 
attributes ilio exaggerations in tlieir written Petition not so much to 
themselves as to their advisers who drew up the paper for them. 



No. XXXV. 


Petition of Umiuc.v Cjiubn Biswas and others, of Tlianiiah Hanslvlially, 
Zillah Xudclea, to IBs Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, — 
(dated the liGth May 18G0.) 

Most llnsPEc-Ti’tJLLY Siiewkth, 

That your Honor’s Petitioners had a^reeahly to the instructions 
convoyed by your Honor’s letter No. IGS of January last, ]^etitioned to 
Mr. Groto, the Commissioner, who had thereon directed them to appear 
for their demands at tlio expiration of the period of six weeks allowed 
to the Magistrate for the investigatioii of the murder case of Situl Tur- 
rafdar when directions would be given to the Magistrate for the pay- 
ment of their money in accordance with the Report of the former 
Commissioner : your Honor’s Petitioners accordingly, on the expiration 
of the above period, prayed to IMr. Lnshington, the Commissioner, who, 
without any reference to the records of the Court and consideration of 
the reasonableness of their demands, wrote against their petition for 
order that nothing could be done for them by that Court, This order 
being direc.tly unjust, your Honor’s Petitioners by an appeal for justicjo 
to your Honor pray Ibrit such direclions l>e issued to the Commissioner 
as may seem just and ])roper to your Honor’s consideration of the case. 

2. That y(>iir Honor’s Petitioners being severely oppressed by \V. 
White, sou of J. White, proprietor of the Bansbariah Indigo factory, 
who had plundered them of money, jewels, cattle, corn, &c., forcibly 
dispossessed them of their houses and gardens and carried away Seetul 
Turnifdar, had, on the unjust dismissal of their suit by the Magistrate, 
api)caled for relief to your Honor when on a tour to Niiddea. That 
oil your Honor’s directing IMr. Reid, the Commissioner, to make an 
enquiry into the matter and report, that functionary had fully dwelt 
on the oppressions committed by W. White upon the Ryots in his 
letter, dated the 9th September 1859. That subsequently Seetul Tur- 
rufdar being murdered in a state of confinement on your Honor’s Pe- 
titioners complaining to the Magistrate, tlie Commissioner and final- 
ly to your Honor, the Magistrate in furtherance of your Honor’s order 
is investigating into the case, but in his proceedings he is dealing with 
the Defendant with a leniency uixiisiiul in such serious eases, for having 
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tX direct control over the llyots of the adjacent lands it will act be diffi- 
cult for W. White to disprove the fact. 

3. That your Honor’s Petitioners Umbica Churn Biswas and Ram- 
Churn Biswas being dispossessed of their dwelling-houses, gardens and 
other properties and prevented from pursuing their usual vocations, had 
lodged a separate complaint to your Honor on which an investigation 
was made by Mr. Reid, the Commissioner, who in finding the case to be 
dir( 3 ctly proved had ordered a compensation of Rupees 40,000 to be 
paid to your Honor’s Petitioners. That by virtue of Act No. XVI. of 
1850, this sura is leviable by the Criminal Court, so an order for re- 
covering this sum through other sources cannot but be considered as 
quite repugnant to justice^ your Honor’s Petitioners being thus dis- 
possessed of their habitations and properties arc suffering difficulties of 
various descriptions, while the oppressor is allowed to range at largo 
without being required even to answer for such unlawful conduct. 

4. That your Honor’s Petitioners Choto Umbica Churn Biswas, 
Okhoy Cooraar Biswas and Nobin Chunder Sircar being robbed of their 
properties by W. White, had laid a complaint to the Magistrate who 
had in spite of the Report made by Deputy Magistrate unjustly dismissed 
their case ; but on their appeal to your Honor an enquiry was made into 
the matter by Mr. Commissioner Reid, and the oppression of the Indigo 
Planter was found to be true. Your Honor’s Petitioners can, therefore, 
bo legally entitled to a compensation of Rupees 1,600 agreeably to the 
provision of Act XVI. of 1850, and the above-named Deputy Magis- 
trate’s Roydad declares them to have a right to that sum and the De- 
fendant to be liable to punishment, neither of which is allowed the 
attention it deserves by the Magistrate. 

5. That the Defendant W. White is a party too influential to 
enable your Honor’s Petitioners to cope with him, and they being de- 
prived of their habitations, properties and means of livelihood are, to- 
gether with their family, reduced to the worst possible condition aiRl 
are wandering as fugitives from place to place for fear of their more 
powerful antagonist, who, having committed the murder of Situl 
Turrufdar with impunity, is in contemplation of other mischiefs, while 
the family of Situl Turrufdar are suffering starvation. That under such 
circumstances your Honor’s Petitioners pray that they he restored to 
their habitations and properties with remunerations for the losses they 

101 



( 798 ) 

have sustained^ and investigations be made properly into the fact of 
Sitiil Turrufdar^s murder. 


Kcsolution. — (No, 3015, dated the 8th June 1860.) 

Read a Petition, without date, from Umbica Churn Biswas and 
others, of Thannah Hanskhally, in Nuddea, representing that they applied 
to the Magistrate and the Commissioner for compensation for the losses 
sustained by them at the hands of Mr. 'White of the Bansbariah Indigo 
Factory and his people, but that their application was refused. 

Obdered, that the Petitioners be informed that if they are dissatisfied 
with the Magistrate’s order, they have it in their power to appeal to 
the Sessions Judge, or to bring an action for damages in the Civil Courts, 
as they may be advised. They arc also informed that an active encpiiry 
is going on in Situl Turrufdar’s case. It will be useless to present 
further petitions to Government in the matter. 


No, XXXVI. 


Petition of certain Ryots of the Districts of Nuddea, Jessorc, and Pubna, to 
the Ilon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 

Respectfully Siiewjjtii, 

That the Officers entrusted with the administration of Act XI. 
of 18G0, in the Districts abovenamed, have awarded against your 
Petitioners and other Ryots, inhabitants thereof, damages for alleged 
breach of Indigo contracts, at rates varying from ten to twenty-three 
Rupees per beegah. 

That these rates are exorbitantly high, and the levy of awards cal- 
culated thereat is the cause of sore distress to your Petitioners. 

That in the execution of these awards, houses and cattles are sold 
under circumstances that render the obtainment of fair prices for them 
impossible. 

That the sale of a RyoPs house is a calamity to him, from the conse- 
quences of which it is extremely difficult for him to rcc’over ever after- 
wards in his lifetime. 

That, under existing circumstances, it is generally impossible for a 
Ryot, against whom a decree under Act XI. of ISOO is given, to avoid 
those consequences, for having no Cajiital wherewith to pay the amount 
decreed, he has aLo iio credit whereupon to borrow the enormous sums 
awarded to him for damages. 

That, consequently the Ryot’s house and cal tie are generally sold 
away (at a loss as above stated,) whenever a decree under Act XI. of 
1800 is given against him. 

That in drawingyour Honor’s aitention to the va&tncss of suffering thus 
created, your Petitioners respectfully beg to urge tlic following consider-^ 
ations which they humbly hope wnll induce your Honor to interfere with 
a view to mitigate the severity thereof. 

Isf, The awards in question are given under a Law of very sum- 
mary procedure, and thence, presumably, in many instances, unjustly. 

2u(i, Indigo Plant being in the Districts of Kishnaghur and Jessoro, 
the produce of lands of qualities not much varying from each other, the 
wide differences of the rates at which awards under Act XI. of 1860 
are given, lead to the presumption that those rates arc not generally 
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determined upon the priiunples of atljudicafcion applicable to such cases, 
and which are so clearly laid down in a recent opiiiion^^ given by the 
Advocate-General. 

3r^. That in the original Draft of Act XI. of 1860, five times the'* 
%mount of the sum advanced upon a contract was fixed as the limit of 
damages to be levied for breach thereof ; thus showing that the framers 
of the Draft in question considered that rate a fair and equitable one. 

Mil, The lliirharu Newspaper, a journal avowedly in the interest of 
the manufactures of Indigo, in its issue of the /i9th instant, and in sun- 
dry other issues of late dates, expressed for purposes of its own opinions 
to the effect that the rates at which damages are being awarded against 
Byots under Act XI. of 1860 arc ruinously oppressive to them, thus 
affording conclusive evidence of the cxorbita^icy of the rates. 

That your Petitioners submit that as the season has advanced beyond 
the sowing period, it is now impossible for them to save themselves from 
the penal effects of awards under Act XI. of 1860, by aotiug according 
to the mandatory Clause which, notwithstanding Section II. of the Act, 
still forms a part of the award. 

That your Petitioners beg it to be understood that they do not con- 
sider themselves to blame for now being found in this predicament ; for 
when they allowed the sowing time to pass away witliout sowing Indigo 
Seed, they were under the impression that as they had taken no cash in 
advance upon Indigo contracts this year, they ran little risk of incurring 
the serious consequences in which they arc now involved. 

That your Petitioners would respectfully suggest a doubt whether, under 
the terms of Section I. of the Act above recited, and reference being had 
(in the absence generally of written contracts) to the customary nature 
of the contract, any suit for damages would be under the Act until the 
expiration of the period at which Indigo Plant is generally delivered at 
the Factories ; for though the terms used would in their literal significa- 
tion limit the contract on the Ryot^s part to the cultivation’^ alone of 
Indigo, a rational construction would extend its obligations to the deli- 
very of the Plant ; otherwise the Act would be inapplicable to the case of 
a Ryot who having cultivated his land with Indigo does not deliver the 
produce to the Factory entitled to receive it alternative which is not 
precluded by the very indefinite phrase” or otherwise to fulfil his engage- 
ment. 
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That your Petitioners therefore pray that your Honor will be pleased 
to adopt such measures as your Honor may deem necessary for th(^ limi- 
tation within reasonable bounds (for the case admits of such limitation) 
of the sums awarded under Act XL of 1860, as damages for breach of 
Indigo contracts. 

Ilesolution. — (No. 3005, dated the 8th June 18G0.) 

Read a Petition, without datC; from Jameer Mundle and other Ryots, 
ofNuddea, Jessore and Pubna, complaining of the high rates at which 
damages have been awarded against them by the Officers appointed 
to try Cases under xYct XI. of 1860 for alleged breach of Indigo 
contracts. 

Ordered, that the Petitioners be informed that the Law, as passed, 
fixes no maximum limit to the amount of damages assessable, and that 
the Lieutenant-Governor has no power to fix one. The Magistrates 
act judicially in these cases. An opinion of the Advocate-General 
has been circulated to assist them in assessing damages, and they have 
been enjoined to spare no pains and time in obtaining the necessary 
evidence. The Lieutenant-Governor has reason to believe that these 
orders have had a good elleet. 


l\^titioii of certain Ryots of tlie Districts of Xuddea and Jessore, to the 
lloJs’uLE J. P. Grakt, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 

SllEVVETlI, 

That the provisions of Act X. of 1860 for the summary 
enforcement of Indigo contracts arc being carried out by the Magis- 
trates of the abovenamed Districts, in a manner subversive of justice 
and deeply injurious to your Petitioners. 

That large numbers of Ryots are being daily taken away from their 
lioines, accused of offences under the Act upon fabricated documents, 
placed in confinement in tlie godowns of Indigo Factories under the 
authority of those Magistrates without a trial, subjected to ill-treatment 
and torture, denied the means of making effective defences or procuring 
witnesses on their side, convicted on the most worthless evidence, and 
sent by fifties and hundreds to the District Jails. 

The Act X. of 1860 denies the right of appeal. There is there- 
fore no mode of mitigating those flagrant abuses, but that pointed out 
in a recent letter from the Secretary to the Government of Bengal to 
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the Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, in which it was intimated, 
as yoi^ Honor desires, that no Magistrate who, either through partiality 
or incompetence, abuses the powers vested in him by the above Law, 
shall be retained a single day in his post. 

That this wise and benevolent purpose of your Honor remains inopera- 
tive, as far as your Petitioners can see, for want of adequate supervision 
over the proceedings of the Magistrates. 

That this supervision to be effectual and beneficial must be minute 
and complete. 

That there is at present no Judge in the District of Nuddea, and the 
Judge of Zillah Jessore has heavy duties of his proper office to perform. 

That the Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, whose duty is, in 
some measure, to exercise this supervision, is likewise burthened with 
duties which leave him no time to scrutinize the proceedings of the 
Magistrates with the minuteness and care required by the exigencies of 
the case. 

Your Petitioners therefore pray that your Honor will be graciously 
pleased to appoint some Judicial Officer of standing to the sole duty of 
reviewing the proceedings of the Magistrates entrusted with the execu- 
tion of Act X. of 18G0, and direct those Magistrates to forward to such 
Officer within a stated period after the termination of each suit the 
Nuthee connected with such suit, and to instruet the said Officer to 
report to your Honor his opinion of the merits of the proceedings of 
each Magistrate. 


Resolution. — (No, 3009, dated tlic 29ih June 1800.) 

Read a Petition, without date, from Abzulkha and others, Ryots of 
Nuddea and Jessore, praying, under the circumstances represented, that 
some Judicial Officer may be appointed to review the proceedings of the 
Magistrates vested with the power of trying Cases under Act. XI. of 
1800. 

OiiDErvED, that the Petitioners be informed that in the Criminal 
Cases the Commissioner of Nuddea has orders to report to Govern, 
ment any in which he thinks there was a material error ; and that 
Judicial Officers have been appointed to try the Civil Cases. 



No. XXXVII. 


Petition of Okrtl Chtindeb Biswas, of Tliannali Melierpore, Zillah Nuddea, 
to His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 

Most lliSPECTFULLV Siiewetii, 

ii 

That your poor Petitioner begs leave to bring to your 
notice that Mr. W. White, son of Mr. John White, Proprietor of 
Bansberiah Factory, having got him arrested by his servants, taken 
him to the Factory, and after every sort of torture being inflicted on 
3 "our Lordfchlp^s Peiitioner, he was under a gnaid of Mr. Whitens 
servants from one place to another, from Factory to Factory, and thus 
kept him in confinement for one month and seven days, after which 
he, your Petitioner, succeeded in efleeting an escape. 

2. Your Lordship’s Petitioner made a detailed representation to the 
Magistrate of all the circumstances that had occurred, and proved his 
case by evidence of witnesses, Mr. White himself, in the presence of 
the Deputy Magistrate, in llowli, admitted that he thrashed your 
Petitioner with his horsewhip. Besides, your Petitioner filed for 
inspection the Commissioner’s Report No. dO; but the Magistrate, 
taking no notice of the evidence, both oral and documentary adduced 
by your Petitioner, released Mr. White, the principal author of the 
outrages committed on your Petitioner, punishing only some of the 
parties who acted under his orders. Under such circumstances, your 
Lordship’s Petitioner prays that the proceedings of the cafe may be 
reviewed, and Mr. White punished, and the loss which he suffered on 
the occasion of Mr. White’s outrages may be reimbursed to him. 


No. 3109. 

Fokwabded to the Commissioner of Nuddea for report. 

By Order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 
Fort William, 

T/ie lS(/i June 1860. 




H. Bell, 

Under-Sectf, to the Govt, of Bengal, 
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Fjoni ¥j. U. LI'SUIN'OToN, Ksq., OiUciating Commissioner oi* the Nutl(li*it 
division, to the Secretary to the (lovernment ol* Bengal, — (No. 153Ct., 
dated the 20th June 1800.) 

Sir, 

AVrni advertence to your Endorsement No. 3109, dated the 
13th instant, Torwarding for report a Petition from Okhil Chiinder 
Bisvvay, praying for a review of the Nuddea ]^Iagistrate^s proceedings 
in the ease of outrages committed on him hy Mr. White of Banshcriab, 
I have the honor to refer you to my predecessor’s letter No. 97Ct., 
dated the IGth A})ril last, from which the Lieutenant-Governor will, I 
think, perceive that nothing further can he done in the matter. 


Flesolution. — (No. 3137, dated tlie 29Ui June 18G0.) 

Head a Petition, without date, from Okhil Chunder Biswas, of 
Nuddea, praying for a review of the proceedings of the Magistrate of 
tliat District in the case of outrages committed on him by Mr. AVhitc of 
Bansboriah. 

OiiDEiiED, that the Petitioner be informed tlial the Lieutenant- 
Governor cannot interfere in his ca.se. 



No. XXXVIII. 


t*eiition of Jotctiund Tuueuedar and others, Ryots of Jadiibporc, Bur- 
roharry, Dhaiibaria, Doorgapore, liamkistopore, Kistopore, Kooliah and 
Pavralidolia, of Zillali Nuddea, under Thannah Bagdoho, to the llon’blo 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, — (dated the 2Gth May 18G0.) 

Most IlEseEciTULLY Siiewetu, 

That your Honor’s poor Petitioners having siiflered mucli from 
the tyranny and oppression of Mr. Larmour, Indigo Planter of Kat- 
gurrah Factory, for not having taken tlie advance for Indigo plantation, 
your Honor’s poor Petitioners having complained to the Magistrate of 
Nuddea for the oppression which they were suffering, the Magistrate to 
their great misfortune transferred their case to the Deputy Magistrate 
of Bonegrain, wlio, with his Darogah, in connivance with the Indigo 
Planter, without considering the extent of the grievance and opj)ressioii 
which your Honor’s poor Petitioners liavc suirored, began also to tyran^ 
nize the helpless Ryots of the above mentioned Villages in so great a 
degree that your Honor’s poor Petitioners are at last obliged to represent 
their wretched circumstance to yoiir Honor with a sanguine hope that 
their lives and property should be saved from the hands of those mer- 
ciless Indigo Planters, according to the following paragraphs : — 

Ast , — Your Honor’s poor Petitioners beg to state that, on the morning 
of the Gth Bysack last, one Kenoo Medhur, the servant of the Indigo 
Planter, with sixty or seventy Lattials, came to the Village of Jubbul- 
pore and seized the Cow of Alum Biswas, with force, but when a row had 
been spread out into the Village, they leaving the Cow aside ran towards 
their direction, when the Ryots of that Village caught Kenoomc^dhur 
and two of the Lattials and took them to the Thannah, in order to 
make them over to the hands of justice, but on enquiring they were 
given to understand that the Darogah has gone to pay his visits to the 
Planter of the aforesaid Factory. In the meantime when your Honor’s 
poor Petitioners were giving their deposition to the Burkundauz, who 
was present then at the Thannah, the Darogah afterwards came and 
threatened them with saying that, if they did not sow the Indigo 
Seeds, they will be imprisoned for six months with a hue of 200 Rupees 
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oacli, and besides this he abused them as much as he could : on seeing 
this, your Honor’s poor Petitioners were obliged to give up all their 
future hopes of kindness from his hands. 

— That your Honor’s poor Petitioners beg also to state that, on 
the night of the 7th Bysaek last, Mr. Larmour and Mr. Coebshott, 
Planters of Katgurrah Factory, their servant Chundcr Cant Ghosal and 
the T)(']>vily Magistrate of Bonegram, accompanied by Sepoys, entered 
the Villages of Jadubpore and Burrobarry and plundered the houses of 
some of your Honor’s poor Petitioners and caught and sent the Peti- 
tioners to the Thanriali of Bagdoho. On that very night the Darogah 
with Sarl)essur Bhuttachavjee, Sepoys and Lattials, plundered the 
V.Jagesof Dhanbarcah and Doorgapore, and having caught some of 
your Honor’s poor Petitioners and kept them in close custody in the 
Factory of Katgurrah. 

WnL — That at midnight of 9th Bysack last, Mr. Larmour and Mr. 
Cockshott, Planters, and their Manager, witli twenty or twenty-five 
Lattials with Arms came to the Village of Burrobarry and burnt down 
the houses of Dookohorron Iloy and seven others, and burnt down 
many of their household furnitures. Under such deplorable circum- 
stances, Mobima Churn Iloy, Loharam Roy and Rumloll Roy expecting 
redress of their such grievances lodged a complaint to the Deputy Ma- 
gistrate oi Bonegram, who was then at the Katgurrah Factory ; 
but to their greatest mislbrtuno the Deputy Magistrate, in connivance 
w’ith the Indigo Planters, dismissing their complaint imprisoned the 
prosecutors in tlie Indigo Factory ou a charge of having given false 
deposition, and sentenced them to a confinement of six months with fine 
for preferring a false comjilaint. Considering the above-mentioned 
circumstances, your Honor will be convinced of the truth of the acts of 
partiality and tyranny of the Mofussil l^inctionaries, 

— That your Honor’s poor Petitioners also beg to represent that 
they having on the 10th, 21st and 21th of Bysack last appealed to the 
Commissioner of Nuddea about the tyranny and oppression shown 
towards them, he, the worthy Commissioner, called for an explanation 
from the Deputy Magistrate, and issued an order to the Magistrate of 
the above Zillah for an investigation of the acts of tyranny 'and to 
remedy them as much as it lie in their power. Then your Honor’s poor 
Petitioners appeared before the Magistrate with a Petition on the 80th 
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Bysack last for redress, but to their utter misfortune the Magistrate 
did not take any measures neither issued any order for the removal of 
similar grievances in future, but on the contrary the said Magistrate, 
his Darogah, Jemadar, Burkundauz and others in connivance with the 
Planters, their Subordinates, and with sixty or sixty-five Lattials, 
armed men, &c., plundered the Villages of Jadubpore, Burrobarry, Dhan- 
bareah, Kistopore and Doorgapore, and forcibly sowed all lands of your 
Honor’s poor Petitioners with Indigo Seeds, even uprooting the Paddy 
Plants from those lands that had already been sown with them, and not 
being satisfied with these acts of oppression they even arrested every 
man they met with, carried him into captivity and fined him in lieavy 
sums, a tyranny which has put tBc inhabitants of the ahoveiiamcd 
Villages to flight. 

hi/t . — That the Joint Magistrate of Bongong, with the intention of 
imprisoning those of the Byots of Jadubpore, Burrobarry, Hhanbarenh, 
Doorgapore, &c., whom he had on the 7th Bysaek placed in confinement 
in the Factory Godown of Katgurrah, set up the Burkundauz of Thannah 
Bagdoho to prefer u false complaint against them ; hut the case 
not being proved and the prosecutors not being able to identify 
the Defendants, ho again trumped up a lalse charge of assault 
against them through Kinoo Madhur and others, Defendants 
in a case of Cow loot instituted by us and by a sheer act of injustice 
sentenced them to various terms of imprisonment ranging from three 
to six months. Under these circumstances, your Honor’s poor Peti- 
tioners most humbly pray that your Honor will, after a duo consider- 
ation of all the facts detailed above, be graciously pleased to render justice 
to them, and your Honor’s poor Petitioners in duty bound shall ever 
pray. 


No. 8110. 

FoawAKDED to the Commissioner of Nuddea for report. 

By Order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 

H. Bell, 

Fort William, \ Ufidcr^Sccreiary to the Government of Bengal. 
The \Wi June 1860,j 
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Petition of certain Ryots^ of Jadubi^orc, and other Villao-es in IN’uddea, to 
the Hon’ble the Lieuteiuuit-Govcrnor of Bengal, — (dated the 11th 
June ISOO.) 

Yoiin. Petitioners, the under-mentioned Ryots, inhabitants of the 
Villages Burbaree, Jadiil)])ore, Dhanl)aria, Doorgapore, llamkistoporc, 
Kistopore, Andulia, IMakaporc, Bullufpore, Coolia and llasbasporc, in the 
jurisdiction of Thannali Bagdaha, in the District of Nuddea, humbly 
solicit to submit to your Lordship’s notice, in the following paragraphs, 
tlic injustice, maltreatment, and oppressions against them by Mr. 
Jjarmour, the Proprietor, and ]\lr. Co(iksbott, the Superintendeut of 
the Indigo Factory of Katgurali, collusively with their dependants, 
Lattials, Shirkiwalas, the Deputy Magistrate of Bongong, together 
with the black Sepoys, and even the Darogali of the above-mentioned 
Thannali Bagdaha, for not receiving advances and not cultivating 
Indigo. Sir, please to administer justice to your poor Ryots, taking 
into due consideration tlie following ])artieulars : — 

l<v/. — Kenoo Modhur (d(ipeudant), servant of Mr. Larmour, with the 
assistance of sixty or seventy Lattials, on the 17th April, encompassed 
by force of arms the Cows belonging to Alam Mniidul and others, 
inhabitants of Jaduhpore, on the night of the ISth, The Deputy Magis- 
trate in person, the Sepoys, the said Indigo Planters, their dependants, 
Chunder Kant (Biosal and others, with Lattials, ca[)liired Joy 
Cliundra Tiirruldar and othen* Byots, four in number, of the said Village 
Jaduhpore, and looted their properties. TIk^ Deputy Magistrate, iu 
obedience to the said Indigo Planters, brought a false suit against the 
Ryots and unjustly imprisoned them, lllcje, Cliiina, and other pre- 
pared (h’oj'js were set aside, and Indigo is planted in their places. 
Your Petitioners have liled a Petition to the above-mentioned effect 
in the presence of the Magistrate and Commissioner of the District ; 
but, to their misfortune, no order has been passed from cither of the 
Couits, either for a local investigation or for the prevention of the 
oppressions. 

— In the dead of night, about 12 o’clock of the same night, 
ISth April, the Deputy Mtigistrate in person, the Sepoys, and the 
Indigo Planters, Mr. Larmour and Mr. Cocksliott, and Chunder Kant 
Ghosal, with the Lattials and Shirkiwalas, looted the properties of 
the Ryots Indroiiarain Roy and others, nine in number, of the Village 
Burbaree, On the same day Jogomohuu Sircar and others, servants 
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of the Indigo Factory, jointly with twenty or twonty-five Latiials, 
the Sepoys, and the Police Darogah of the Thannali Eagdah, looted 
the properties of the Ryots Rokih Mundul and others, numhering live, 
of Doorgaporo, and Giince Dudadar and others, numbering four, of 
Dhiinbaila, and imprisoned some of them. They even supplanted the Rice, 
Chuna, and other Crops, while# the Darogah was present, and planted 
Indigo in their jdaces. On tlie 20th April, in presence of Mr. Larmour 
and Mr. Cockshott, and in obedience to the orders of the said Sahibs, 
Jogomohun vSircar set fire to the northern liouse of Dookhiehoron Roy, 
and Atnocu Shiunbo Chunder Biswas to the northern house of Obhoy- 
chiirn Roy of Burbaree, by their own hands ; the flame occasioned 
by the lire burnt houses of eight persons and evcrytliing tjierein. Your 
Petitioners iiled several Petitions in the Magistrate’s and Commis- 
sloner^s Courts for the redress of the grievances of the above-mentioned 
descriptions, but no order has been passed from cither of the Courts ; 
and your Petitioners are now reduced to the nearest verge of ruin, 
because the said Indigo Planters are rich in wealth, but your Peti- 
tioners, the poor husbandmen, live only }>y cultivation. Sir, even the 
Darogahs and the Deputy Magistrates are in the favor of the Indigo 
Planters. 

d/v/, — The Superintendent of Katgurali Concern, Mr. Cockshott, 
brought a case for false breach of contract against the Ryots of tlic 
above-mentioned Villages, and thereby imprisoned them in the Jail. 
The said Ryots, on deposit of Rupees (or the breach of contract to 
tlie Deputy ^Magistrate, received the acknowledgment of their Rupees, 
and were set free by him. To plant Indigo in the Rice fields of the 
Ryots set free, and the Darogah of Bagdali also assists therein, is con- 
trary to the Law in force. Sir, while Darog'ah is assisting to set 
aside the Rice and plant Indigo, on whom your Petitioners are to lay 
claim for the damages of the Rice, your Lordship’s opinion is herein 
humbly solicited. 

Mh . — Your Petitioners have twice petitioned in detail the Commis- 
sioner, for the oppressions stated above, on the 27th April and 2nd 
May, on which Kyfiut only was demanded from the Deputy Magistrate. 
They again filed a Petition on the 5tli May, and the Magistrate of 
the Zillah was ordered to take statements and investigate the affairs, 
and report accordingly. Wherefore your Petitioners, being present, 
applied to the Magistrate, but uo order has been passed regarding 
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either to the statement or local investigation. Therefore your Peti- 
tioners again, on the I3th May, filed a Petition in the Commissioner's 
Court, on which a Kyfiut was demanded from the Magistrate. Your 
Petitioners, on the 26th May, petitioned the Governor General in 
Council, and again applied to the Magistrate and Commissioner, but 
no order has hitherto been passed eith^ for the suppression of the 
oppressions or for the local investigations ; consequently the Indigo 
Planters, getting bold, and with the assistance of the Darogah of Thannah 
Bagdah, is planting Indigo, setting aside the cultivated Itice and 
prepared Chuna. Your Petitioners present the plants of llice and 
Chuna for your Lordship’s eye-witness ; and pray that your Lordship 
will, taking compassion on the poor unfortunate Ryots, commit the 
case to an impartial Judge, to administer justice with a local investi- 
gation, and prevent to set aside the Rice, &c., and plant Indigo in 
their place, redress the grievances of your Lordship’s poor Ryots, and 
offer to them the compensation for losses they have incurred from the 
damages committed by the Indigo Planters. 


Resolution. — (No. 3110, dated the 13th June 1860.) 

Read a Petition dated the 20th instant, from Joychuud Turrufdar 
and other Ryots of Jadubpore, &c., in Nuddea, complaining of the 
oppressions practised upon them by Mr. Lurmour, Indigo Planter of 
the Katgurrah Factory. 

Ordeked, that the Petition be forwarded to the Commissioner of 
Nuddea for report 


Prom E. II. Ltishington, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. lOGCt., 
dated the 25th July I860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Endorse- 
ment No. 3110 of the 13th ultimo, and in reply to forward herewith the 
Nuddea Magistrate’s Report on the Petition of the Ryots of Jadubpore 
and some other Villages of the Bagdah Thannah, which is herewith 
returned. The replies of the Magistrate to the several allegations 
contained in the Petition appear to be entirely satisfactory. 
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From W. J. IlEBScnuL, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Nudtlea, to tlie Oom- 

missioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 223, dated the 17th Jidy 18G0. 

SiB, 

I HAVE the honor to return the Petition of the Ryots of 
Jadubpore and other Villages of the Bongong Sub-Division with my 
replies to them. 

2. I attribute the presentation of this Petition to two facts firsts 
that Mr. McNeile made use of the Military in small Detachments, and 
next that, while out in the District, he staid at the Katgurrah Factory 
and placed the Prisoners in a Factory Press-house. 

3. Mr. McNeile was but little to blame for the error of sending 
the Military out. 

My visit to Bongong before his arrival, when I had to pnnisli some 
Villages for assaults on Europeans and my own threat of employing 
the Military if the offence were repeated, gave Mr, McNeile strong 
grounds ; coming as he did jnst at the \ery crisis of tlie sowing season, 
for believing that the reports sent up by the Bngdah Darogah and Mr. 
Larmour’s very strong applications for Troops which even caused some 
anxious enquiries from the late Commissioner, were su(*h that ho could 
not longer withhold the assistance called for. The outbreak in 
Katgurrah too was very sudden and compared to the rest of the Sub- 
Division at the time, from which alone Mr. McNeile could judge it was 
violent. The error, such as it was, was corrected as soon as it became 
apparent (sec Complaint No. 4.) 

As to the second point Mr. McNeile had no choice, lie had to march 
out thirty miles without a Tent of any kind for himself or his men, and 
there was actually no accommodation anywhere but at the Factories. Oil 
arriving at Katgiirrali I found the same difficulty myself and was 
obliged to pass the day at the Factory, the Tents which I had ordered 
down from Damoorhoodah not having arrived, though I delayed starting 
on purpose to give them time to come up. A spare Pal, belonging 
to the Military Police who accompanied me, was immediately appropriated 
for the Prisoners, and on the arrival of my Tents next day, I made them 
over to Mr. McNeile, who pitched his camp in the Village of Bella, while 
I returned the same day to the Station. 

It is particularly unfortunate that this should have happened, and 
that the Ryots should judge so greatly by the manner as to neutralize 
the ultimate decisions of a Judge, for in the latter point Mr. McNeile 
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lias been singularly successful. Ills decisions have stood the test both 
of revision by yourself and of appeal to the Sessions J udge, better than 
those of any Officer in the Zillah, in fact, almost without a reversal 
hitherto among several cases appealed. 

I proceed to notice the complaints i — 

Complaint I, 

That on Gth Bysack, Kenoo This case has been tried by the 
Medliur with sixty or seventy Joint Magistrate at Bongong. The 
Lattials came to the Village of Ryots concerned in it have been 
Jadubporc and seized the Cow of convicted of a tumultuous assault 
Alum Biswas when the Ryots of and the decision has been upheld 
that Village caught Kenoo Medhur on appeal, 
and two of the Lattials and took 
them to tlie Tharmah, but found 
that the Darogah has gone to pay 
his visit to the Factory; the 
Darogah afterwards came and 
threatened them that if they did 
not sow Indigo they would be 
imprisoned for six months with a 
line of 200 Rupees each, &c. 

Complaint II. 


That on the night of the 7 tli 
By sack, Mr. Larmour and Mr. 
Cockshott and the Deputy Magis- 
trate of Bongong, accompanied by 
6 ep 03 ^s, plundere<l the Villages of 
Jadubpore and Biirrobarry^ and 
caught and sent the Petitioners to 
the Thannah, while the Darogah 
with Sepoys and Lattials plundered 
the Villages of Dhanbaria and 
Doorgapore, and caught some of 
the Petitioners, and kept them in 
close custody in the Factory of 
Katgurrah* 


The circumstances under wliicli 
Mr. McNeile proceeded to arrest 
the Defendants in the cases before 
him are already" reported to you. 
Mr, Larmour was not present wlien 
the arrest took place, and as Mr. 
McNeile made the arrests in person 
and was closely accompanied by the 
Sepoys, of whom he had only 
twelve with him, I can safely deny 
that the Villages were plundered. 
The Darogah had been ordered 
at the same time to arrest other 
persons against whom Warrants 
had been issued, in some of the 
immediately adjacent Villages. He 
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Complaint III, 

That at midnig-lit of 9lli Bysack, 
Mr. Larmour and Mr. Cockshoit^ 
witli twenty or twent 3 ’’-hvc LaiUals, 
came to the Villai^e of Biirrobarry 
and burnt down the Iiousjcs of 
Dookohoron Hoy and seven otlicrs ; 
that Moliiinaehiirn Iloy and others 
lodged a complaint to the Deputy 
Magistrate of Bongong who was 

o on 

then at tlie Katgurrah Factory, 
who imprisoned the prosecutors in 
the Indigo Factory and sentenced 
them to a confinement of six months 
with fine, for preferring a false 
complaint. 

Complaint IV. 

That on an order being issued by 
the Commissioner on the Magis- 
trate to encpiirc into tlie above 
acts of tyranny, but that the Ma- 
gistrate did not take any such 
measure, but on the contrary the 
said Magistrate, his Darogali, 
Jemadar, Burkundauz and others, 


was sent with ten of the Military 
Police, and he brought in about 
the same number of Prisoners the 
next morning within half an hour 
of Mr. McNeile’s return with his 
party. I have no reason to sup- 
pose that the charge of plunder 
against him is any better founded 
than that against Mr. McNcilc 
or against myself in a subsequent 
paragraph. 

The re])etition of this charge is 
almost unaccountable. Both Mr. 
Larmour and Mr. Cocksliott were 
accused aud pointed out to Mr. 
!McNcilc ill the verandah of the 
Katgurrah Factory on the charge 
described on tlic morning after the 
fire. Mr. McNeile was personally 
aware of the fact that both gentle- 
men had slept at the Factory on 
the night in question, as ho had 
dined with tliorn and slept there 
himself that night. The house of* 
the principal sufferer ))y the fire 
was a man against whom tlie 
Ryots complain for siding with 
the Factory. 

It is difficult to moot this charge 
as it evidently has been drawn up 
by some one who has misunderstood 
the story of his clients. 

It may rest on the facts reported 
to Government in my ninth Weekly 
Report of my visit to Belia, some 
eight or ton miles from the Village 
iO:i 
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ki eoriTiivanco wiili the Planters, 
plundered the Villajj^es ot Jadul)- 
porc, Burrobarry, Dhanharia, Kis- 
topore, and Dr>i>rgaporo, and forci- 
bly sowed all lands of your Honor’s 
poor Petitioners with Indigo, 
uprooting the Paddy plants, and 
not being satisfieil with these acts 
of oy)pi*csslon, they even arrested 
every man Ihey mot. with, (-*arriod 
him into ca])iivity and fined him 
in heavy sums. 


Complaint V. 

Tliat the Joint Magistrate of 
Bongong, with the intention of 
im])risoning those Eyots of Jadub- 
pore, &e., whom he had confined in 
the Factory Godown, set up the 
Burkundauz of the Thaunah to 
prefer a false eoniplaint against 
them ; hut the case not being proved, 
lie again trumped up a false charge 
of assault against tlicm through 
Kenoo Medhur, and by a sheer act 
of injustice sentenced them to im- 


montionod ; even there no IndigO' 
was sown that day, though I be- 
lieve the Eyots have since obeyed 
my orders by sowing it themselves. 

I never was near these Villages 
which I am said to have plundered. 

From tlic result of ray visit to 
Katgurrah I judged that the 
presence of the Military was quite 
unnecessary, and that it was the 
exhibition of Military Force which 
had principal!}^ caused the dissatis- 
faction felt there. I therefore 
desired Mr. MeNeile to withdraw 
to liis I lead- Quarters at Bongong 
as soon as possible hut without the 
appearance of haste, and accord- 
ingly the whole of the Detacli- 
ments out were withdrawn to 
Bongong in the course of a few 
days. A precipitate withdrawal 
would liave been very uii advisable. 
This I hope will dispose of the 
assertion that I did noihinjr to 
meet the complaints of the Eyots. 

This is another proof of the in- 
tervention of third parties in pre- 
paring this Petition. The Bur- 
kundauz in question was actually 
punished by Mr. McNeile for 
exceeding liis duty. He complain- 
ed of assault, and as it appeared 
that he liad no business there, his 
charge was dismissed, and he him- 
self suspended from Office. The 
charge of assault by Kenoo Medhur 
(seized by the Eyots themselves 
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prisoiimoiit from three to six with his two eompauions,) see Conv 
mouths. plaint No. was tried, and the 

Ryots were convicted by Mr, 
McNeile, and bis decision h.e: 
been upheld on appeal to the 
J udgcf. 


From A. R. Youno, Esq., Secretary to tlie Goverunicnt of Bengal, to the 

Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 3037, dated 

the 30tli July ISGO.) 

Sir, 

I Aai directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. lOG, dated the 25th instant, submitting a Report from the Oflieiat- 
iiig Magistrate of Nuddea, on a Petition presented to the Lieutenant- 
Governor by certain Ryots of Jadul>])orc and other Villages in Tliannali 
Bagdah, complaining of the oppressions practised upon them l>y Mr, 
Larrnour, of the Katgurrah Indigo Factory, and of the proceedings of 
the Joint Magistrate in charge of the Bongong Sub-Division. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor agrees with you in thinking Mr. 
IlerscliePs explanatkni in respect of tlie several allegations conlaiuod 
in the Petition to be entirely satisfactory. 

3. With reference to some of Mr. llorscheFs remarks, the Lieiiie- 
iiaut-Goveriior would observe that he does not see anything to blame 
in any of Mr. McNcile^s proceedings in the matters to which tlui 
complaints of the Ryots and the cx])lanation of Mr. llerschel relate. 

4. Mr. McNeilc very properly made the preservation of tin; public 
peace his first object, and whether or not, with that ol>jcct, upon 
representations made by ^rsons under ne<‘dless alarm, one or two 
movements of small bodies of Alilitary Police were ordered, which, as 
was found afterwards, need not have been made, is a point of indifference. 

5. Mr. Ilerschcrs Report of the cpialiiy of Mr, McNoilc’s decisions, 
as tested by the result of regular appeal, is veiy creditable to this young 
Officer, 
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Iles:riutioii.-(N(). 3503, (latedtho lOtli July ISOO.) 

IIkad a Petition, dated the 7tli instant, from Harran Chun" and 
others, llyots of Jungle, in Thannah lhni"ohow, in Pubna, coini>laInin{v 
of the oppressions practised upon them l)y Mr. Durand, an Indigo 
Planter of tlu; Nischintaporc Factory. 

OliDEiiEi), that the Petition he forwarded to the Commissioner of 
llajshahye for report. 


From 11. M, llnin, Es(i,, Ooinmis.sioiier of the ltaji5hahye Division; to the 
Secretary to the Qovernmeut of Bengal, — (No. 2Ct., dated the Itli 
August 1800.) 

Sfii, 

I ii.WE tlic honor to report as follows lor tlie information of His 
Honor the Lieutouani-Oovernor, on the Petition of Harran Chung and 
others, which was sent to me with Mr. Under- Secretary H. Bell’s Ofliee 
Memorandum of the 10th ultimo; annexed is a brief Abstract of the 
averments contained in the Petition, and in a jiarallel eolumn, I have 
entered the reply given to them by the OUlciating Magistrate of Pubna 
in his letter No, 412 of the IDtli ultimo. 


Allegations, 

That Mr. Durand, the Indigo 
Planter of Nischintapore Factory, 
has for the lust two or three years 
not only made the Petitioners sow 
Seed and cut Plant for his Factory, 
but has also declined to pay them 
their wages for work done. 

That tlic lands, whieli they 
usually cultivate for Indigo and 
other Crops arc not rent-free, but 
the Petitioners are obliged to pay 
rent for them to the Zemindars, 
and now they arc at a loss to t liink 


JleplH, 

TJio Veriiucular Petition is simi- 
lar to one previously presented to 
you by Modhoo Chung, and reported 
on l)y me according to your direc- 
tions ;%()() houses have not been 
burnt in Jungle. AVliile Mr. Man, 
Deputy Magistrate, was there long 
after the riot, seven harks were 
burnt, he investigated the matter 
and reported that the fire appeared 
to have been accidental. 

The allegations of the maltreat- 
ment and plunder of the iuhabitant-s 
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liow they shall be able to pay the 
rent due to the Zemindars, if the 
Indiji^o Planter never gives them 
any thing for their lands so culti- 
vated. 

That Mr. Durand directed the 
Petitioners to sow Seed on more 
lands this year than last year, 
which they declined to do, in con- 
se(p3ence of not having received 
the advance for the same. On 
this Mr. Durand having reported 
against them to the Magistrate of 
Pubna, subsequently harassed them 
by other means. 

That the Deputy Magistrate of 
Koomercolly Sub-Division, being 
under obligations to Mr. Durand, 
reported to higher iVuthority to 
furnish him with some men of the 
Police Ihittaliou. Tliis reqmist 
was granted, and the Police Bat- 
talion arrived on tlie spot, accom- 
panied by a ^lountcd Porce. 

That the Petitioners being ter- 
rilied at the appearance of tlie 
Police Battalion, and horsemen in 
their Village, lied most of them 
to some other Villages, and amongst 
the remaining number who were 
unable to keep up with the Peti- 
tioners in their flight, some were 
^hot dead, and some were wounded 
by other means, the particulars of 
which arc related as follows : — 

On the 29th day of last Chyctc, 
Mr. Durand with a number of 
700 or 800 armed men and with 


are I believe entirely groundless. 
I enquired myself in every inde- 
pendent Village and Market in the 
neighbourhood without liiuling any 
one who could depose to the flict, 
or who had seen or heard of the 
outraged parties. 

The Mook tears on the i)art of 
Ilam Uoton Baboo and tlie Baleea- 
cuiidee Chowdries, and Madhub 
Cliunder Chowdree himself, Die 
head of the family, were on tlie 
spot nearly two days before me, 
and were present during the in. 
vestigation, they neither pro- 
duced nor named any one, some 
six-^seven women of Iho Borno- 
toil, whom I found, diqiosed that 
no oppression or plunder had taken 
place ill Bornotoil. 

Those of Jungle said that their 
Village had not been plundered, 
but they heard Bornotoil had, and 
that a woman there had been mal- 
treated, the two places adjoin and 
it is Bornotoil that is alleged to 
have been plundered; there is other 
evidence to show the contrary. 

No women or children were 
carried oil'. 
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his son and liis subordinates and 
also with the Police Battalion, 
rushed upon their Village and 
plundered the w hole ol‘ their pro- 
X>erty, violated their caste by seiz- 
ing their women, killed Ncetychan 
Mundle by shooting him, and 
wounded some others of the Vil- 
lagers with some other weapons. 

That some of the women fell 
into the hands of the men of the 
Police Battalion and some into tlic 
liands of the subordinates of Mr. 
Durand, and that some infants 
died while in hands of Mr. 
Durand^s people owing to the want 
of proper care. That on the pre- 
tence of an enquiry of a charge 
against the Petitioners of conceal- 
ing two men of the Police Batta- 
lion, Mr. Durand, accompanied by 
the Magistrate, burnt and des- 
troyed 900 houses of the inhabi- 
tants of the Village. 

That the functionai'ics did not 
liear the complaints of the Peti- 
tioners. 

That the Petitioner, Modhoo 
JMmidle, made a complaint before 
the Magistrate, of his brother, 
Neetyc Mundle, having been mur- 
dered, upon which he was impri- 
soned ill the Jail, without any 
reason, and as the Commissioner 
and the J ndge never listen to tlie 
Petitioners, they are necessitated 
to present this Petition direct to 
the OoYcrnmont* 
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2. The charges made by the Petitioners appear to have originate<l 
out of the case of riot with homicide and wounding, and resistance of 
the Deputy Magistrate, Mr. Lingham, and the Military^ Police which 
occurred at the Village of Jungle in the CommcTColly Sub-Division in 
the month of April last, and which case has resulted in thirty-one of 
the rioters being convicted at the Sessions, and referred by the Judge 
for final orders to the Sudder Court. This is the case to which the first 
and chief part of the Petition has reference. The case formed the sub- 
ject of a regular judicial enquirj", and has resulted in the conviction of 
thirty-one of the fellow-villagers of the Petitioners. No houses of the 
Villagers were burned down at the time, nor, as far as the Magistrate 
could ascertain on careful enquiry, were any plundered, nor did any of 
the acts of maltreatment complained of take place. 

8. Some time afterwards^ when Mr. Man, Deputy Magistrate, was 
encamped near the spot, a fire took place in the Village of Jungle, in 
which seven houses were destroyed, and some of the people of the 
neighbouring Villages took advantage of the opportunity to carry ofi* 
some property from some of the houses in the Jungle village. Some of 
them (as already reported by me to Government) wore caught in the 
act by the Deputy Magistrate, and were promptly punished, and there 
is every reason to believe that the fire was an accidental one, and that 
the plundering was unpremeditated. The Deputy Magistrate and Offi- 
ciating Magistrate were both of this opinion after making searching 
enquiry on the spot, and in the adjacent Villages, and they could find 
no evidence of any won#n having been maltreated (as is asserted in the 
Petition) at the Villages of Jungle, or of any women or children having 
been carried off from thence. There is only the evidence of some women 
of Jungle Village to the effect that they had heard that a woman from 
the neighbouring Village of Bornotoil had been maltreated, but this 
again is contradicted by the J3ornotoil women, who deny that any such 
maltreatment took place. 

4. I am of opinion that the averments of the Petition have been fully 
and satisfactorily explained by the Officiating Magistrate, and think it 
probable that it was presented at the instance of some of the Defendants, 
whose case was at that time awaiting trial before the Sessions Court. 

5. In regard to that portion of the Petition which asserts that the 
Petitioner Mudhoo Chung was imprisoned for bringing to the notice of 
the Magistrate that his brother Nectye Mundle had been murdered by 
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Mr. Durand, I have tlic honor io report that I find on reference to the 
Magistrate, that the deceased Ncetye fMiindle was one of the rioters 
who was killcul in the Jungle riot case, and that the Petitioner Mudhoo 
Cluing was detained lor not longer than a fovniglit by the Magistrate* 
in consequence of his having sworn that he saw Mr. Durand shoot his 
brother, and it being apparent, therefore, that if this were true, ho 
must himself have been present at the riot. The Magistrate states that 
he was not put into Jail at all, or subjected to any unnecessary incon- 
venience. 

C. With reference to the concluding portion of the Petition, which 
sets forth that the Commissioner and the Judge pay no attention to the 
Petitions presented, I beg leave to annex copy of a letter addressed by 
me to the Magistrate on the 9th June last, on a similar Petition, to that 
now under report, being presented to me by Mudhoo Chung, and which 
letter was written after I had taken down the Petitioner’s examination 
at some length in writing. The Magistrate promptly replied to the 
averments contained in the l^etition, to the same effect as in tlie extract 
of his letter which will be found entered in the preceding part of this 
communication (paragraph 1.) 

7. The original enclosures of your letter^iro herewith returned. 


From II. M. Peio, Esq., Commissioner of ilie Rajshahyc Division, to tlie 
Magistrate of Pubna, — (No. 935, dated the 9th June 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to forward herewith, for enquiry and report, 
an original Petition which has been presented to me by one Mudhoo 
Chung Mundle of the Village of Jungle, Thannah Pungsha, in your 
District^ and to request with reference thereto, that you will be so good 
as to ascertain and inform me, to what extent the allegations put 
forward in it, of 900 houses having been wilfully burnt down in the 
Village, is true ? and whether there is any truth in the charge of women 
having been maltreated, and young children having been carried off. 

2. You will observe that the Petitioner states his inability, when 
questioned, to mention the names of any of the women who ^werc mal- 
treated, or of the children who were kidnapped, and that ho is equally 
ignorant of the names of the offenders, and that he has also admitted 
that he does not know the full contents of the Petition, which was 



( 821 ) 


written for him by one Bissonatli Diitt of Pantckrce, who accompanied 
him up to this, but who has since left Bauleah. I request you will 
call for the latter person and question him as to his knowledge of the 
facts contained in the Petition, and ask him for names of the persons 
by whom he can support them^ 

3. The great impropriety of the remarks contained in the conclud- 
ing part of the Petition has not escaped my observation, but the Peti- 
tioner Mudhoo Chung being unable to read and write, and as he has 
probably been made use of as a tool by others in presenting the Peti- 
tion, 1 have not visited this offence against him, I have directed him 
to attend your Court for the purpose of his being further examined by 
you, if necessary. 


From A. R. Youno, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of the Rajshahye Bivision,— (No. 4170, dated the 13tli 
August 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2, 
dated the 4'th instant, submitting the Report called for on a Petition 
presented by some Rjmts of Jungle, complaining of certain acts of 
outrage and oppression practised upon them by Mr. Durand, of tlie 
Nischintapore Indigo Factory, in the District of Piibna, and in reply 
to state that the Lieutenant-Governor considers your Report to be sa- 
tisfactory. 

2. There is one point, however, which is not cleared up; that is, 
the motive for the plunder of houses in the Village of Jungle by the 
people of a neighbouring Village, on the occurrence of a fire at the 
former. The Lieutenant-Governor believes that it is not usual ibr one 
Village to plunder a neighbouring Village on the occurrence of an acci- 
dental fire in the latter. Such an act is not propable, ex<‘ept when the 
one Village, or the Zemindar or other chief man connected with it, 
is at feud with the other Village. It seems to the Lieutenant-Governor 
probable that some motive of this sort might have been ascertained to 
exist in thi^case, if the affair had !)een sifted. But as some of tlie 
offeuders caught in the act of plundering were promptly punished by 
the Deputy Magistrate, no further action now is necessary. 
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Petition of JaNOOky JoAttDvn, of Talbariali, in Zillah Niuldea, and of 
Ameer Siip^k, of Taligandy, in Zillah Nuddea, now Prisoners in the 
Puhna Jail, to the Hon’blc the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, — (diited 
the 26th June 1860.) 

Shewetk, 

That your Petitioners have ])een unjustly condemned by the 
Deputy Magistrate of Pubna to imprisonment for six months, and 200 
Rupees line each, besides sums of fifty and thirty Rupees respectively, 
in lieu of labor, on a charge of having intimidated the Ryots of Vil- 
lages Titlce, Refyatporo, Piichamadya, Taligcanday, Bharamarah, &c,, in 
Ziilahs Nuddea and Pubna, from cultivating Indigo. 

That this heavy and undeserved punishment has been inflicted on 
yo\ir Petitioners at the instance of one Dbununjoy Bbooa, acting on 
behalf of Mr. Triph, Planter of Factories of Parsetoolee and Gazipore. 

That the only witnesses brought forward by the complainant were 
Fniiyd Biswas Amecn, Komul Bliooimaly TalciJgir, and Monsbad 
Tahidgir of the above mentioned Factories. 

That these witnesses deposed to a number of improbabilities which 
ought to have ensured the dismissal of the complaint. 

That your Petitioners were not allowed to make a defence, and the 
witnesses they brought forward were not allowed to be examined. 

That your Petitioners appealed to the Commissioner of Rajshahye, but 
no orders were passed on their appeal. 

That copies of the orders condemning your Petitioners were applied 
for, but refused on the ground that, as there was no appeal allowed by 
the Law, the copies were unnecessary. 

That the Villages named as those which had been prevented by your 
Petitioners from sowing Indigo have all sown Indigo. 

Under these circumstances, your Petitioners solicit a reference from the 
Court, and unjust sentences under the effects of which they are suffering. 

A))d your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

No. 3503. 

Forwakdeb to the Commissioner of Rajshahye for report. 

By Order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 

Pout William, \ H. Bell, 

T/dt^ July 1860. J Under*Seerefary to the Govenwient of Bengal, 
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Resolution. — (No. daietl the ih*(l July 1800.) 

IIKx\d a Potitioi), dated the ilOLii ultimo, from Jauooky Joardar and 
Ameer Slieik, of Nuddea, Prisoners? in the Pid>iia Jail, stating that the 
Deputy Magistrate of Pubna unjustly sciiteuecJ tliem to six months’ 
imprisonment, and a fine of ^00 Rupees eacli, on a false charge, that 
the Petitioners had intimidated the Ryots of certain Villages not to 
sow Indigo, 

Ordered, that the Petition lib forwarded to the Comuiissioncr of 
Rajshahye for report. 

Fiom H. M. Retd, Esq., Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. llCt., dated the 8th 
August 18G0.) 

Sill, 

I HAVE the honor to forward herewith copy of a Report from 
ihe Offlciattng Magistrate of Pubna, No. 435 of the 30th ultimo, on 
the subject of tbe *Petitioii of Janooky Joardar and Ameer Slmik, 
which was s?nt to me for report with Mr. Under -Secretary Bell’s Office 
Memorandum No, 3503 of the.3rd idem. 

2 , It will be seen that the Petitioners were convicted under Sec- 
tion V., Act XI. of 1800, for intimidating their fellow- villagers, with 
the view of i)reventing them from carrying out their engagements to 
sow Indigo, and that they were punished by the Deputy Magistrate, 
Moulvee Waseefooddeen, with the full term of imprisonment laid down 
by the Law. The sentence was passed on full legal evidence, and after 
personal enquiry by the Deputy Magistrate on the spot, the Defen- 
dants petitioned the Magistrate, who was unable to interfere ; and, on ' 
their petitioning myself, and I saw no sulRcieut ground for doing so, 
1 declined to interfere to obtain for them a mitigation of their sentence. 

3. The Magistrate has now recommended that the sentence on them 
should be reduced to six months’ imprisonment, on the ground of its 
being a somewdiat severe one, and of its having been the first convic- 
tion under the Act ; but, after looking over the proceedings, I do not 
find any sufficient reason for seconding the recommendation. It is true 
that the heavy sentence passed on the Petitioners had the immediate 
effect of iriflucing their fellow-villagers to carry out their engagements, 
and that the Factory was thereby benefitted ; but I think it may he 
assumed, on the other hand, that, had the scntoiiee been a less severe 
one, a dilferent result might have followed; and that Petitioners’ fellow- 
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Villagers might have got into difliciiltics by being sued under the Act 
for evading their contracts. 

4. The ori ginal Petiliou is herewith returned. 


From A. J. Ksq., OHiciating Magistrate of Fiibna, to the 

Commissioner of tlic Rajshaltyc Division, — (No. 435, dated the 30tb 
July 18G0.) 

Sir, 

AVrrii rofcrence to your Memorandum No. 1076 of the 6th 
instant, I have the honor to inform you that the Petitioners were 
convicted and punished by the Deputy Magistrate, Waseefooddecn Khan, 
under Section V., 

2. They were sentenced to the full penalty, April 25th and May 
the Itli, with labor, commutablo to thirty and fifty Ruj)ees. 

o. The sentence appears to bo severe, as this was the first conviction 
in the District; but there is no doubt punislimeilt was well deserved, 
as the Deputy Magistrate has been some time in the locality, and 
records that he had tested the truth of thn charge by personal encpiiry, 
and assured himself of its truth. 

4. lie has invariably depended more upon his personal enquiries 
than the evidence of the witnesses brought forward ; and the fact that, 
though constantly engaged with these disputes, he has only convicted 
in three instances indicates his habitual caution. 

5. The Prisoner Janooky Joardar pleaded not guilty, and called three 
witnesses, who appeared and said they knew nothing in his favor, 

6. The Prisoner Ameer Sheik also called these witnesses, April 23rd. 

7. The Nazir reported no Tuluhana lodged, April 25th, and he was 
convicted on the same date. 

8. Informed the Petitioners, on their verbal application, that there 
was no appeal to me and advised them to petition the Commissioner, 
who would probably send for their case and review it. 

9. This Office Register shews that the Petition filed in consequence 
was forwarded to your Office, 12th June, 

10. No copies of the final orders were applied for by the Petitioners. 

11. It is true that the majority of the Ryots in the Villages named, 
sowed after the conviction of ^ Ameer Sheik, 

12. I would recommend the commutation of the sentences to six 
months. 
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Ilosolution. — (No. 4*286, dated the 17th August 1800.) 

IIkadu Petition from certain Prisoners in the Pubna Jail, complaining 
tliat they have been unjustly sentenced to imprisonment under Act XI. 
of 18()0, oil a false charge of Intimidating Ryots not to sow Indigo, and 
praying for release. 

Read also a Report from the Commissioner of Rajslialiye on ihc above 
subject. 

OiiDEiU']!), that the Petitioners be informed that the Lieutenant- 
Governor declines to interfere with their case. 


Ko. XLT. 


Abstract TraiisbiLiou of a IVtition froai Mkeii Flv.zul Imam and oiliertf, 
Inhabitants of Di lwaspore, Serauiporo, Thannali Slinmsherguago, in 
Zillali Moor.sheclabad, dated the 17th Chyetc 12(50, B, /S'., dated 9th 
April 1800. 

CoMrLAiN of the opprcs.^ions practised upon them by the 
servants of Mr. C. V. Lycm, Indigo Planter of Factory Bunnygaon, 
Avlio forcibly sow Indigo on their paddy fields, and also on a piece of 
waste land which is used for the Karlala and other religions ])urposes, 
and for the accommodation of all pco|)le. Tliat when disputes arise among 
the Ryots themselves, of wliich no complaint is made, they arc arrested 
by the Factory people, shut up in the Chapghur and fined from Rupees 
20 to 5T), and in default of payment, they are confined for one or two 
months, and forced to eat T)han and Barley. That the Petitioners have 
no concern whatever with Indigo affiiirs, that is, they have neither taken 
any advances, nor are they in arrears. That the Planters servants 
forcibly cut down their trees, bamboos and grass, without paying their 
proper price. That they also forcibly take away their poultry, and the 
Planter had it circulated by Roopo Dhooby that lie who would sell his 
poultry to any person but the Factory })eople, would be fined Rupees 10 
and beaten with sliocs. That tlie Factory people levy taxes on tlicir carts 
and ploughs, and after seizing their cattle, impose a fine of eight aumis 
on each of them. 

That the Factory Amlali decide the Civil and Criminal Cases of the 
Ryots, award decrees, and realize the (*,osls of the jiiit, which they ap- 
pro[)riate to their own use. Those Ryots who institute their eases in the 
Civil or Fouzdarry Court are seized by the said Amlah, confined in the 
Chajighur and compelled to file Rajeuamah. That the Petitioners verbally 
represented the matter to the Planter who did not listen to their com- 
plaints, and said that should they come to him in a large number, he would 
shoot them. The Planter further tried to compel them to take advances, 
but the Petitioners having refused to receive the same, he began to collect 
Soorkecwallas for the purpose of sowing Indigo by force. That the 
Petitioners reported the matter to the Shumshergunge Thannah and 
f he Pharree at Fiirruckabad, and Sirdar Khan and other Police Officers 
saw tliat about 3 or 100 men had collected themselves at the Factory, 
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Subsequently Mr. Browne Wood, the Assistant Commissioner at R ijinehal, 
made his appearance at Scrampore haut, and declared to the inhabitants 
of 15 or IG V'illa^cs that he would amicably settle their Indiijo disputes, 
just in the manner he had made a compromise between Mr. Gray, the 
Planter, and the Ryots, and desired the Petitioners to to the Biinny- 
gaon Factory, The Petitioners replied that the Planter had threatened 
to shoot them and they were therefore afraid to go, on which the 
Assistant Commissioner assured the Petitioners that as he, the IFakim, 
would be present, they had no reason to fear. A short wliilc after 
sunset of the day on which this order was issued hy jNIr. Browne Wood, 
a noise was heard from the Factory, the Jemadar loudly exclaiming 
Sepoys, he ready with your arins.^^ Tim Petitioners were mu(;]i 
frightened at this, and gave information to the Police Olficer who deputed 
RamtOnoo Chovvkeedar to the Factory to make an empiiry. What the 
Chowkeedar saw there, will be found in the Rej^ort submitted by the 
Mohurir of Thannah Furruckabad. On the following morning, the 
Petitioners proceeded to the Factory, in pursuance of Mr. Browne Wood’s 
orders, with a view to obtain justice and to have their disputes settled. 
At a short distance from the Factory, the Petitioners, with the Police 
Officers, prevented the Ryots of the Villages on the west from proceed- 
ing further. Meanwhile, two muskets were tired from the Factory, 
and Bhaugbut Ilajarn was wounded, whom the Petitioner look to 
Kossenuggur. After this, some other muskets were fired from the 
Factory, and it was known that some of the Ryots of Kazapoora and 
Siilyagram who were proceeding to the Factory under Mr. Browne Wood’s 
orders, with a view to have their disputes settled, were killed and 
wounded. It is worthy of consideration that wliile the Ryots were 
going to the Hakim, Mr. Browne Wood, the Planter fired upon 
t?hem at a little distance from the Factory, and afterwards hy means of 
false evidence, got up a false charge against the Ryots, of plundering 
his Factory. Had the Ryots intended to plunder the Factory, some 
of the Factory people must have been killed or wounded, for no 
Saheb with thirty or thirty-two men could gain victory over one 
thousand men. The Assistant Commissioner of Rajmehal and Assis- 
tant Magistrate of Jungypore say, merely for the sake of the 
Planter, that the Ryots wanted to fight with the Government. The 
Ryots are the subjects of Government, and have no power to fight. Pray 
for a searching enquiry into the matter. 
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Uoaolution.— (^fo. IGSG, iLilcul the 13ih Ai>ril 18G0.) 

Head a Petitiem, eluted the 17th Chyetc ISGG, 7?. S., from Meer 
Puzziillmain and othorSj of Delwaspore^ &c., in Moorshedahad, complain- 
ing of tlic op])iesFions practised upon them by the servants of Mr. Lyon, 
lndi<:^o Planter of Bunnys'uon Factory. 

OiinEHED, that the Petition be forwarded to Mr. Browne Wood, in 
charge of the x\urungabad Sub-Division, for report. 


From W. F. llonTysoi^, Esq., Ofliciating Magistrate of Berhampore, to 
the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,— (Ko. 241, dated tlie 7th 
August IBGO.) 

Sill, 

In reply to your letter No. 4033 of 3rd instant, I have the 
honor to return herewith the Petition therein referred to, which was 
only received by me from Mr. Wood on the 30th ultimo. 

M’^ith reference to the Petition itself, six of the nine Petitioners were 
Defendants in the case of Queen nv. Lalchand Sahoo and others, con- 
cerned in the attack on Mr. Lyon at Bunnygaon, all relatives of the 
other parties of the remaining three, one has absconded and the other 
two Meer Zcarut and Meer Ahmud Ali, I have this day liad up and 
cpicstioiied them as to the grievances they have to comjdain of. You 
will observe that the Petition is a very general one, and contains no spe- 
cific charges against Mr, Lyon or his servants. 

The two men can give no evidence, they admit as to the most of the 
charges, one complains of having been fined two llupecs eight annas 
on one occasion for cattle trespass, and four llupoes eight annas on 
account of a (piarrel between two women as long ago as December Inst, 
while the otlier complains of having had to razeenama a Civil suit he 
brought not getting his expenses, and also with having to attend to 
Indigo when he would rather look after liis Dhan ; all tlic reason they 
can give for not having comjdained before is tliat tliey were afraid. 

I have cx})laincd to them that unless they complain, it is impossible for 
the Authorities to know what their grievances are, or how to redress 
them, and I have also told them that if they chose to institute a case, it 
will be taken up even now. 
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From A. Gkote, Es )., Commissioner of the Niuldea Division, to the Sccre- 
tar 3 ^ to the Government of Bengal, — (No. llOCt., dated the 26th A])ril 
I860.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my yesterday's letter, I beg to submit, for 
the perusal of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, copy of a letter which 
I have this day addressed to the Magistrate of Nuddea, on the receipt of 
ii demi-official communication from him, dated yesterday. 

2. I have not yet had the report of a single suit for breach of con- 
tract on the Katgurrali Concern. From what occurred at Narainpore I 
suspect that Police influence had been enlisted by the Planters to pre- 
vail on the Ryots to sow, and that such of these as had shown reluc- 
tantly under this pressure ventured, when they found the Police pro- 
ceedings disavowed by the Magistrate, to plough up their lands for the 
cultivation of Padd 3 ^ 


From A. GkotI:, Esq., Commissioner of th(‘ Nuddea Division, to the Officiat- 
ing Magistrate of Nuddea, — (No. 145Ci., dated the 26ih April 1860.) 

Sir, 

Your demi-official note enclosing another from Mr. McNeilc, 
dated 2[)th instant, from Camp Kat-gurrah, has given me some anxiety. 
Mr.McNcilc, it seems, i.ssucJ AVarrants at the same time for the arrest 
of sixty-three men, and went out the sa}}fc night with parlies of the Mili- 
tary Police to execute the processes. Mr. McNeile took with him fifteen 
Sepoys and detached the Darogah with ten in another direction. After 
arresting seven men in one Village, and sending them in under escort of 
five Sepoys, Mr. McNeile proceeded to another Village, and on making an 
eighth arrest a crowd collected round his party and threatened a rescue on 
which he retreated apparently in disorder and the Prisoner escaped. No 
collision took place, though the Military fired a few shots in the air, 

2. The Darogah’s party was also mobbed, but it arrested and brought 
to Camp eleven Prisoners. 

3. The AYarrants were issued in seven complaints by Mr. Larmour, 
under Section VI., for breaking up Indigo Plant. Had Summons been 
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issued — and iliis is the process prescribed in Section I. for breach of 
contract cases, unless the Magistrate has reason to believe that the 
Defendants will not attend on a Summons — the probability is that the 
suits would have been defended. But supposing Mr. McNcile to have 
been justified in issuing the more stringent process of Warrant, it would 
surely have been more discreet to execute them in the usual way and 
by the ordinary Civil Police. What object was to be gained by the 
Magistrate’s executing them in person, and at night with a Military 
Detachment ? I could have understood the expediency in making such 
a demonstration in the day time, had the ordinary Civil Police been 
resisted in a previous execution of the Warrants. 

4. Having however determined on such an expedition, Mr. McNcile 
should have shown more firmness. Had he done so, it was hardly 
likely that an unarmed mob would have attacked an European Officer 
and ten armed Sepoys. 

5. 1 am very glad that you sent off your party of twenty Lahore 
Horse at once to Katgurrah and that you follow them to-day. You are 
right too to have strengthened temporarily the Civil Police of Bagdah 
Thannah. This in fact should have been done before, had Mr. McNeile 
found himself short of hands. 

6. I find that Mr. Larmour attributes the breaking up of the Indigo 
in these cases to your Perwannah dated 15th, translation of which 
accompanied your eighth Weekly Report. If this be the case, it is to be 
regretted, and indeed, I should have preferred that you had refrained 
from issuing a Perwannah in such general terms. A simple withdrawal 
of Mr. McLean’s order which authorized the Police to prevent the Ryots 
from sowing Paddy on lands claimed as Indigo lands would have been 
sufficient. 


From A. R. Youiira, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 2162, dated the 4th May 
i860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No# 
llOCt., dated the 2Gth ultimo, and in reply to inform you that the 
Lieutenant-Governor approves of the remarks contained in your letter of 
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iliat dale to the Magistrate of Nuddea, on the subject of certain injudi- 
cious proceedings of Mr. Joint Magistrate McNeile in the Katgurrah 
Indigo Concern in the Kishnaghur District, 


From Majou T. Eatthay, Inspector of Military Police Battalions in Bengal, 

to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 281, dated the 28tli 

April 1860.) 

Sill, 

Demi-official information having reached me that another 
party of Military Police in the Southern portion of Kishnaghur, under 
Mr. McNeilc, the Magistrate, had been compelled to retire, by order, 
before a mob of riotous Villagers, I deem it my duty, as Chief of the 
Military Police in Bengal most respectfully, but earnestly to record my 
opinion regarding these disturbances. 

2. On this occasion it appears that the Magistrate proceeded at 
night taking with him fifteen Military Police to a certain Y illage, for the 
purpose of apprehending nix ty -three rioters. In the first Village he suc- 
ceeded in arresting seven rioters ; these he sent away under charge of five 
Sepoys. With the remaining ten he proceeded to another Village, 
where a mob assembled and rushed at the Magistrate, yelling furiously. 
The Magistrate was forced to retreat, the mob following, and were only 
stopped by the Magistrate firing a couple of shots over their heads. 
During the retreat, the one Prisoner escaped. 

3. The Darogah who was sent in another direction was also mobbed, 

4. I must observe that these operations were conducted at night. 

5. In the first place it is my opinion absurd for a Magistrate to take 
with him fifteen men to apprehend sixty-three rioters. The Magistrate 
should always have sufficient men with him to ensure his success, 
otherwise he had much better not go at all. 

6. This is the second time, a small party of Military Police have 
been compelled to retreat before a body of Villagers ; such a proceeding 
must tend to demoralize the Police, bring them into disrepute and 
ridicule, encourage the rioters and teach the people to despise the Civil 
Authorities. 

7. I am of opinion that had Mr. Lingham or Mr, McNeile fired a 
few shots upon the rioters and thus dispersed them, it would have had 
fiir better cfiect than retreating before them. If such policy continues 
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to l)e pursued, and under such leading, the Military Police will he 
losing coufidenee i.i ihemscives. 

S. I irust that the Lieutenant-Governor will be pleased to direct 
that the Civil Authorities, on proceeding to apprehend rioters, should 
always take with them a sufficient number of Military Police to ensure 
their success, and to disperse the rioters; and if the latter use force 1 see 
no alternative, but that the Police must o])en lire upon them. I don’t 
tliiiik less than iifty men should bo sent for the above purpose. 

0. 1 trust 1 may not be considered to be intruding upon matter out 

of my own province in offering the above remarks, but matters appear 
t.o be gettJng worse in the Indigo Districts ratlmr than better, as some 
of the Villagers have ploughed over and rooted up the Crop which they 
had themselves sown a f<)w days before. 

10. jNo Magistrate should attempt to apprehend rioters at night. 


From A. K. YorM(^, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Tlengal, to Ma.ioii 
ItATTJiAV, lns]>ector of Military Police Battalions in Bengal, — (No. 

222H, datcid the 5th May 1800.) 

Si a, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 284, 
dated the 28ih ultimo, offering certain remarks with reference to the two 
recent oeitasions in whieh parties of the Military Police, under temporary 
command of the Local Civil Authorities, have been compelled to retire 
before riotous Villagers, and urging the necessity of providing against 
further discredit being brought upon the force by similar occurrences in 
future. 

2. In reply I am directed to inform you that official information re- 
garding the affair in whieh Mr, McNeile was concerned, sliows that the 
case was not, as you suppose, one of apprehending rioters, but of appre- 
liendiiig person for whom Warrants had issued, who ought * to have been 
apprehended by the ordinary Police. This case has been sufficiently dis- 
posed of by tbe orders of the Commissioner of Nuddea, who has pointed 
out to Mr. JMcNeilc tbe injudicious character of his proceedings. 

3. In regard to Mr, Liugham’s case, I am desired to refer you to the 
orders which were communicated to you, with my Endorsement No. 
18*18, dated the 21st ultimo. 
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4. With reference to the ninth paragraph of your letter, I am clireet- 
ed to state that the Lieutenant-Governor considers the remarks whieli 
you have submitted to be entirely within your province, as no one can 
be more properly interested in preventing the men of the Bengal Police 
Battalions from being spoilt by mismanagement than yourself. He 
regrets much that, on both the occasions mentioned, there has been 
mismanagement, though not of the same sort in both. In one case, the 
Deputy Magistrate was fatally wrong in not dispersing a hostile body of 
armed rioters, and still more so in retreating before them witl^out allow- 
ing his party to act in self-defence. In the other, the Military Police, 
if employed at all, should have been employed only as a support to the 
Thannah Police, who should have executed their Warrants themselves. 


No. 2224. 

Copy of this letter, and of ihat to which it is a reply, forwarded to tlie 
Commissioner of Nuddea for his information. 

No. 2225. 

Copy of this letter, and of that to which it is a reply, forwarded to the 
Officiating Commissioner of llajshahye. 


From A. Quote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary 
to the GoYciTiment of Bengal, — (No. 115Ct., dated the 1st May 1860.) 

Sui, 

Heuewitii I beg to submit the usual Weekly lleport from the 
Magistrate of Nuddea. 

2. The Belliah case, here referred to as the outbreak in Katgiirrab,^^ 
was brought to the notice of Government in my letter No. 110, dated 
20th ultimo, submitting a copy of my letter to the Magistrate of the 
same date, Mr. MeNeile^s mistake was there pointed out, and he will not 
probably again sanction such night expeditions. Many of the Belliah 
Villagers are now here with a Petition on the subject. 

3. The Law as it passed the Legislature gave ample room for differ- 
ent readings ; and the jurisdiction of the Summary Court under Section 
I. was settled only last week, by the opinion which, on my reference, 
Government obtained from the Advocate-General. I have remarked, in 
my letter dated 28th ultimo, that in most of the contract cases which 
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had been sent up to mo, the proceedings had been too summary. 1 
expect to sec a great improvement in those suits which are now in course 
of decision. 

4. I am glad to say that Mookhtears now again attend to conduct 
the Ryots’ eases in the Mofiissll Camps. 

5. The P. S. to Mr. Hersehel’s Report is a strange one, but I await 
the promised further information. 

G. In Jessore T hear many of the alleged Indigo lands have been sown 
with Paddy during the late rains, and suits there are now only com- 
mencing. 

7. In Baraset one case of intimidation only has been reported, and 
in this the complaint was rightly dismissed. 


Nini/i Weddy Eqmrt on the state of the Jucllgo Districts in Zillah Nuddea^ 
from '^^Ind to April 18GU. 

The sense of uneasinesss under the new Law has by no means died 
out so rapidly as I had expected. The number of issues, raised in an 
overwhelming number of cases thrown in the hands of Officers unused to 
the decision of Civil suits, has caused that the Law has been interpreted, 
except as to the main point of cash advances, in almost as many ways as 
there have been varieties of suits. The difficulties that lie in the way 
of a fair exercise of the Law have been aggravated more than can well be 
expressed by the uniform denial of all connection with the Factories by 
the Ryots. Their efibrts have hitherto been directed solely to breaking 
down the evidence to the receipt of cash, and as generally the Planters 
have proved this. The Ryot has abandoned his case, and the Mookh- 
tears even, when shewn the account of claim for damages, have allowed it 
to pass unchallenged. In the Sub-Divisions, where legal advice is not 
to be had of much value, the difficulties are even greater. In those of 
Damoorhoodah and Kurreempore in particular, I cannot but commend 
the patience with which Messrs. Maclean and Platts have etideavoured. 
as far as they could in summary form, to unravel the questions that arose, 
Mr. Mackenzie, with more time at his disposal, has gone most thorough- 
ly into his cases, I x’egret to say that I have had in many instances to 
point out errors in Law to my Subordinates ; that in many more have 
errors been pointed out by the Commissioner, and in some even by the 
Government itself. Nevertheless, I believe that in the main justice is 
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being done, as I am perfectly certain that the attempt to do it is strain- 
ing the powers of every OflScer in the District. 

2. My Weekly Reports are not in yet, so that I cannot give detailed 
results. 

With one exception, however, I have not heard of any Indigo being 
broken up this week, and I think I may report the growing Crop as 
tolerably secure. 

Sowings are largely advanced in all but three Concerns in the Dis- 
trict, Messrs Tripp^s, Mears^ and Whitens. Mr. Larmour informs me that 
in his Mulnath Concern, 550 Villages have sown 30,000 beegahs as 
usual. Ilis Khalbolea Concern has not quite settled down, and in the 
Katgurrah Concern a sudden revolution of feeling against sowing took 
place, wdiich I shall notice further on. In Mr. Forlong’s Concern, the 
progress is slower, and the same with other Planters. 

3. The outbreak in Katgurrah {reported to Government in the Com- 
missioner's letter,) tups out to be a much less serious aflair than I anti- 
cipated. There are seven Villages around Bella, on the borders of Jes- 
sorc, which sowed their Indigo about a fortnight ago. On Sunday, the 
22nd, after the Seed had sprouted, they broke up the greater part with 
ploughs ; complaints were lodged against them, and Warrants issued for a 
large number of Defendants, Anticipating resistance to the regular 
Police, after the rescue of the Narainpore Prisoners, Mr. McNeile took a 
small party of Military Police with him at night, and arrested several of 
the Defendants in their houses. The Ryots, however, flocking together, 
and calling out for others, Mr. McNeile, entirely ignorant of their num- 
bers, and of his own position, had to retreat from the Village into the 
Plain, where a few shots fired into the air dispersed the crowd. It was 
pitch dark. While loading Muskets one of the Prisoners escaped. I re- 
ceived the news next afternoon, and started off a party of twenty of the 
Lahore Light Horse and fifty of the 6th Bengal Military Police. Wo 
(Captain Raban and I,) reached Katgurrah on the 27th, and making a 
night mar<!h of nine miles, surrounded the Village of Belia at day-light 
next morning. The Defendants reejuired had absconded, and, except as 
an exhibition of force, the march of Troops was useless. The Ryots of 
course denied any intention to attack the Magistrate, and had the arrest 
been attempted in the day time, it is not likely that the aflair would 
have happened at all. 
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4* In s^pealung tothcRyoin about the breaking up of the Indigo, 
they declared they had refused to sow Indigo at fii^st, and had broken it 
up afterwards, b(;ca\ise Indigo cultivation had been forbidden by Govern- 
ment* They told me 1 had forbidden it myself. The real cause I be- 
lieve to have been simply this, that they refused to sow under a firm 
belief that Government had forbidden them to do so, and that they had 
now agreed to do it under a strong moral pressure, and that they re- 
pented after they had sown. They admitted having taken cash ad- 
vances, complaining however of their smallness, after they had been 
taxed by the Factory Arnlah. I tried to discover whether any personal 
violence had been used, but they admitted that it was to the Hakim of 
the Factory that they had submitted. They said tliey had no choice 
but to throw up their lands or sow Indigo, but if the Company's order 
was to sow they would do so now. 

5. It appeared to me a perfectly hopeless task to enquire into the 
amount of moral force used by a Planter Zemindar in the present sum- 
mary manner. I told the Ryots as much, and that, under the circum- 
stances, they had done Wrong to break up Indigo which they had ac- 
tually sown. Well, we have done wrong ! but are we to sow it again 
they asked. I said I certainly thought they should. They begged for 
u distinct order, and I gave it to them, viz, to sow.^* There ! it is 
over now,^^ they said, we will sow the land down again.^^ I gave the 
promise of Government, that the matter should be more fully encpiired 
into by the Commission, They Imd not heard of it before. To judge 
by the eagerness with which they received the news, it appeared to sa- 
tisfy them that the object of Government was to see the system 
rcl’ormed. 

6. Under the new Law the number of Prisoners has increased to 

Sentenced for Intimidation ... ... 50 

„ „ Destruction of Crops... ... 77 

„ „ Breach of Contracts ... ... 233 

Total ... 306 

7. The only case in which, so far as my present reports go, a 
Planter has failed altogether to estahlisli his case, is that of Mr. White, 
of Ilanskally, my decision on which has already been submitted to 
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you. Several otlier cases put in by him have been withdrawn in con- 
sequence, I have not yet heard the result, except that Mr. White is 
settling all his cases out of Court. 

8. The Mookhtear sentenced by Mr. Betts has been released under 
orders of Government. I may reply herein to your call for a report on 
the result of the sentence. Every Mookhtear left Damoorhoodah at 
once, and they refused to plead in my own Court, till I informed them 
that I had sent the case up, I should add that the fifty men of the 
Bengal Military Police, sent out on the S5th, return here directly. 

W. J. IlEasCHEL, 

Officiating Magistrate. 

P. 5. — Mr. Platts reports that one of the Darogahs in his Sub- 
Division has been arrested for bribery and instigation, by the Magis- 
trate of Patna, Further particulars will be given hereaftei, Mr. 
Platts also suspects him of it. 


No. 2237. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India in 
the Home Department. 

By Order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 

II. Bell, 

Pout William, *) 

The 1th Mag 18G0. ) Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 


From A. K. YoUKa, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 22G0, dated the 6th 
May 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
115Ct., dated the 1st instant, submitting the Magistrate of Nuddea^s 
ninth Weekly Report on the state of his District. 

2. The large number of persons of the respectable class of Ryots who 
prefer being cast in damages which they cannot pay, and being sent to 
prison, and having all their property sold off, to continuing to cultivate 
Indigo for this one season, is a painful subject of contemplation to the 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

iC6 
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8. He had teen led to suspect, before receiving this Report, that so 
many Ryots would not have preferred this ruinous alternative if they 
had been fully assured that by cultivating Indigo this one year their 
position next year would be none the worse ; and that Ryots who fulfil 
their engagements this year will be as free next year, either to agree to 
cultivate Indigo or to refuse to do so, as those Ryots will be who undergo 
imprisonment and ruin in the meanwhile. What Mr. Herschel now 
reports of the Ryots of Belia, on the borders of Jessore, having been 
ignorant of the promise of a Commission of Enquiry which has been 
made, tend to confirm this suspicion. 

4. The Lieutenant-Governor desires that you will strongly urge on 
all the Magisterial Authorities engaged in the enforcement of the new 
Lavvj the great importance of impressing upon the minds of the Ryots 
who have been prosecuted and cast, and upon all their neighbours who, 
there Ifey be reason to believe, have taken advances for this season^ and 
upon all Ryots in general who are in the same position, but hesitate to 
sow, the facts that the present Law is temporary in its operation, and 
that before the next sowing season has come round a Commission of 
Enquiry will have sat, who will listen to whatever grievances they may 
have to complain of, and on whose report it is certain that such a system 
will be established next year as will be equal and just to all partied. 
After this season it will be at the option of the Ryots to contract and 
take advances for Indigo or not, as they please ; and those who this 
year fulfil their bargains for this year will be in every respect as free to 
choose their own course next year, before the season for sowing arrives, bib 
those who foolishly go to prison and involve themselves in ntin. 

5. It is possible that, as has been reported, the Law may not have 
been everywhere represented to the Ryots in this light. It is possible 
that the Ryots may have been induced, in some places, to regard the 
Law as involving the permanent legal sanction of the present Indigo 
system, as Mr. Grote was led to believe had been the case. And hence, 
in some places, Ryots, seeing no hope of ultimate emancipation from a 
system, their aversion to which can no longer be treated as questionable, 
may be driven by despair to break with the Factory, now once for all, 
at any cost. 

6. It is for the Magistrates themselves, by patient explanation to 
the Ryots, and to their Mookhtears and friends, and Zemindars, and 
all connected in any way with them, to correct any mistaken impressions 
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of this nature. It is difficult to believe that already so many as 233 
Ryots, who know that without protest at the time they have accepted 
the usual advances this year, would ruin themselves in order to break 
their engagement now, if they thoroughly understood the strength of 
what, if they choose, will be their position next year, and the weakness 
of their actual position this year. 


From E. H. LTrsHiNGTOT?”, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Bivision, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 15, 
dated the 18th May 1860.) 


Sia, 

I HAVE the honor to submit a copy of the correspondence 

noted in the margin, for 


A. Nuddea Maffistrate’s letter, dated llth May 1860. 

B. Nuddea Mafristrate’s letter, datofl 13th May 1860. 
Commissioners reply, No, IBlOt., dated*l4th May 1860. 

C. Nuddea Magistrate's letter, dated 15th May i860. 


the consideration of the 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

2. It will be in the 


Lieutenant-Governor’s recollection that very shortly after the receipt 
of your letter No. 22C0, dated the 5th instant, I waited upon him at 
Allipore and requested poniiission to prepare and issue a Notification 
in the words of the ith paragraph of that communication for circulation 
in the Kishnaghur, Jessore and Baraset Districts, 

3. My reason for making this request was, that after daily personal 
communication with several Ryots from Kishnaghur, I had good 
grounds for believing that many of the people were entirely unacquaint- 
ed with the circumstances of their position, and that the publication 
of these circumstances in the words of the Lieutenant-Governor, and 
under his authority, might be the means of saving some of them from 
the ruin they were bringing down on themselves, and their families, 
by their obstinate refusal to fulfil their engagements as required by 


Act XI. of 1860. 

4. The Lieutenaat-Governor was pleased to express his assent to 
my proposition, tod the Notiacation was prepared and dispatched for 

issue accordingly. From the Magistrates of Jessore and Baraset I 
have not received any reply, my instructions having, I believe, been duly 
carried out in both those Districts ; but from the Magistrate of Nuddea 
I hrst received the remonstrances marked A. and B., to which I replied 
m my letter No. ISlCt., dated 14th instant. These remonstrances 
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were then followed by a third marked C., but which I was unable to 
answer previous to my departure from the Presidency* 

5. On my arrival at this Station I had a personal interview with 
Mr, Herschel on the subject, and as he firmly adhered to his objections 
to circulate the Notification, I had no other course to pursue but to 
do it myself. 

6. Mr. Herschers objections to carry out my instructions appear 
to be found on the following reasons 

1^^. — That it is wrong to hold out expectations to a Eyot which may 
possibly never be fulfilled. 

— That the Ryots will put interpretations upon the Notification 
it was not intended to convey, and then charge the Government with 
a breach of faith for not having fulfilled them# 

— That it is almost too late to do anything this season, the 
Ryots who have not yet sown being determined not to change their 
minds. 

Ladhj . — that the translation of the Government Orders is incorrect. 

7. On the first point I think it is unnecessary for me to say 
more than I have done to Mr. Herschel; it is not for Ofiicers 
in Mr. HerschePs position to question the propriety of the words 
of the Government. If the Lieutenant-Governor thinks it right 
publicly to proclaim his opinion on the future prospects of a 
certain class of Indigo Ryots, the responsibility in such a matter 
cannot rest with Mr. Herschel, and if such were permitted after the cir- 
cumstances of the case had been duly explained, there would clearly he 
an end of all subordination and discipline. 

The swond reason that the Ryots will put other meaning on the words 
than the Lieutenant-Governor intended to be put, is an assumption only, 
and though doubtless, as coming from Mr. Herschel, entitled to some 
weight, should not, I think, be permitted to outweigh all other con- 
siderations. 

The third reason is that it is almost too late to do anything this 
season. On this matter I am entirely at issue with Mr. Herschel. 
The sowings as I have said in another communication may, if the 
weather continue favorable, be extended through this month, and I 
should not look upon the issue of this Notification as a vain effort if it 
were the means of saving only a dozen people from the penalties of Act 
Xlt But I would not limit its possible benefit to the question of 
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sowing only, it may be the means of inducing those Ryots who have 
already sown, under fear of the Law honestly, peaceably and willingly, to 
fulfil other conditions of their engagements, and thereby prevent many 
differences and difficulties which I foresee will arise before the manu- 
facture is brought to a close. 

Lastly, the inaccuracy of the translation. I did not understand 
Mr. Herschel to have questioned the correctness of the expressions it 
contained, compared with the words of the Government letter, until 
after he had received my letter No. 181Ct., of 14th instant. I submit 
the Notification in Bengalee for the purpose of its being compared by 
the Government Translators with the words of the 4th paragraph of 
Mr. Young^s letter of the 5th May above alluded to. 

8. I need not assure the Lieutenant-Governor that I endeavoured to 
render the words of that paragraph most exactly in Bengallee, and that 
the only deviation I believe I made from the words of the original was 
that, instead of using the phrase free to choose their own course,” I 
wrote free to sow or not to sow, to take or not to take engagements.” 
Writing for Ryots I considered the latter words likely to be more in- 
telligible to them, and yet conveying precisely the same meaning. 

9. In conclusion I beg to report my having furnished a copy of this 
letter to Mr. Herschel, in order that he may be able to furnish without 
delay any further explanation he may wish to make of his proceedings. 


From W. J. Heeschel, Esq., Magistrate of Nuddea, to the Commissioner of 
the Nuddea Division — (No. A., dated the 11th May 1860.) 

SiE, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 7 7 Ct., containing a Notification which I am directed to publish. 

2. Before doing so I beg to submit for your consid^pration the rea- 
sons which have hitherto prevented my taking the same step myself, in 
the earnest hope that the publication of this Notice may still be with- 
held. 

3. The last words of the Notice were thus : — Those who having 
taken advances this year shall sow according to their agreement, to them 
it will be a matter of free choice whethev th€y 9otv uext ycdT^ and whether 
they take advances or not. 
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4. Seeing how the Kyots here seize on every expression which suits 
their own wishes, it is impossible for me to doubt that a Notice contain* 
ing the words underlined will be interpreted by them to mean simply 
“ if you sow this season, you need not sow the next season.” 

5. I have tried my very best in every case that has come before me, 
and in accordance with the instructions now received, I will try, if possi- 
ble, still more to satisfy the Ryot that the order to sow which I now 
give does not apply to next season ; that whether he will have to sow or 
not next year will depend on the nature of his connection with the Fac- 
tory, and on the view which the Commission may take of it, but I have 
never dared to use any expression which could be construed into an anti- 
cipation of the final decision of the Commission, 

6* I have always felt that it was better to face any amount of ill- 
feeling and opposition this year than to hold out a hope to the Ryot 
which perhaps I might not be able to satisfy. 

7. In any case that has come before me I have had it in my power 
to induce the Ryot to sow by the simple promise that by so doing he 
would become free of all obligation to sow next year. But in no case 
has the evidence before me been such as to allow me to say more than this 

you know what is the agreement between yourself and the Factory. 
For this year, you are ordered to sow ; as for next year, if there is no 
agreement of course you need not sow, but if there is, you must wait for 
the order of the Commission, w ho will see whether it is a fair agree- 
ment.” 

8. This I have told the Ryots in, I believe, every case that has come 
before me, but it has no effect. The notice, now enclosed, appears to me 
to go a step further in its terms. There are many cases in which (pend- 
ing the decision of the Commission) I certainly could not tell the Ryot 
that he need not sow again next year. 

9. But even if the notice be not intended to apply to such cases, I 
cannot, for one Jnstant, doubt that every Ryot in Nuddea would under- 
stand it to do so. But I must doubt whether having induced him to 
sow, by this idea we can afterwards fulfil the expectation we have raised. 

10. There is one other reason, and it is, that more than any reliance 
on my own judgment which induces me to delay for twenty-four hours 
the issue of the Notice. 

11. It is almost too late now to alter the determination of the Ryots 
as to the sowing.” Indeed the sowing season is almost over, and I veiy 
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much doubt whether any Hyot will now change his mind on any consi- 
deration. It appears to me, therefore, not to be worth the while of Go- 
vernment to discount the public peace of nesit year for the slight addi- 
tional change of peace this year which the step now contemplated would 
afford. 

12. In conclusion, I do not conceal from myself the probability that my 
hesitation may be judged disrespectful. Nothing hut the strength of my 
convictions could have induced me to hesitate. I trust I may not be 
judged to be wrong. 


From W. J. Heeschel, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Nudclea, to the Com- 
missioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. B., dated the l3th May 1860.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter of yesterday’s date which I wrote 
in great haste on finding that the original letter which I had written 
had not been posted by my writer up to within half an hour of post time, 
I have the honor to beg leave to add a few words on a point which, 
from your demi-official reply received to-day, 1 fear 1 may not have 
clearly put forward. 

2. The words of the Notification which have alarmed me are those 
which I underlined, and in taking what T fear may perhaps be considered 
the unprecedented course of begging Jor a reconsideration of the terms 
of a printed Notification, I relied on the very clear view which I have 
obtained of the extent to which the Ryots in this Zillah are at present 
capable of understanding such Notices. 

8. The terms of the Notice are, I verily bsiieve, such that every Ryot 
who reads it will understand it to mean, — If you will sow this year you 
need not sow next year.” They put out of sight altogether (at least 
they do so to my understanding, and the Ryots will surely not read it 
less favorably to themselves) the possibility of any report being made by 
the Commission which is now to sit upon which any compulsion, whe- 
ther Penal or Civil, have to be put in force against the Ryots for the 
performance of contracts alleged to be now in existence for next year’s 
sowing. 

4, When I see how great a strain has been put upon the confidence 
of the people in the good faith of Government by the passing of the 
present Law, I cannot but once more endeavor to point out what will 
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Ibe the position of Government next year, if, on the report of the Com^ 
mission any the slightest penalty be imposed, whether that of 
damages or of imprisonment upon the non-fulfilment of contracts which 
embrace next year or if even a refund of the balance be ordered, an 
order which alone might compel a Ryot to sow. 

5. As regards the mere right of the Ryot to enter on> or to refuse to 
enter on, any fresh agreements next year, nothing can be more obvious 
than the strict propriety of the issue of a Notification to that effect 
( though, to judge from enquiries made since yesterday, even that would 
be quite ineffectual to add more than a mere trifle to the sowings of this 
year) at this late season. But it becomes a very difficult thing, other- 
wise I would not venture to object, when the Ryots are told, as in this 
Notice, that they are at liberty to sow or to agree to sow^^ as they 
choose. 

6. So worded, I cannot avoid the conclusion which I have already 
stated, that the issue of the Notice might commit the Executive Go- 
vernment to a principle of action next year which the Law framed on 
the Report of the Commission whatever it may be, may not confirm. 

7. If, in bringing again to your notice the peculiar effect which the 
words underlined must in my opinion produce, I am unreasonably ex-^ 
ceeding my province, I pray that you will consider that it is only when 
the Government faith of governed is being endangered in my opinion 
formed on what I now sec of the Ryots, that I do so. 


From E. H. Lushingtok, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Ilivision, to the Magistrate of Nuddea, — (No. ISlCt., dated the 14th 
May 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor of acknowledging the receipt of your two 
letters, dated 12th and 13th instant, regarding the issue of the 
Bengallee Notification forwarded with xny letter No. 77Ct#, dated 
9th idem. 

2. In reply, I have to inform you that the Notification was prepared 
with the permission of the Lieutenant-Governor, and admitting the 
translation to be a correct one of the orders contained in the 4th 
paragraph of Mr. Young’s letter of the 5th May, I do not think that its 
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publication should be withheld on the ground that you consider that it 
will receive a certain interpretation in the mind of the Eyots, and may 
thus expose the Government to tlie charge of promising what hereafter 
it may not be able to make good. In this matter the responsibility 
clearly rests with superior authorities, and you should now carry out 
the orders you have received on the subject. 


From W/ J. Hebsciiel, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Nuddea, to the 
Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. C., dated the 15th May 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
181Ct., pointing out that the correctness of the Notification depends 
solely on the precision of the translation, and that if that be correct I 
have done wrong in hesitating to obey your orders. 

May I then still beg your attention to this point. The words in the 
Secretary’s letter which nearest approach to the terms of the Notice are 
the following — (from the 3rd paragraph) Ryots who fulfil their 
engagements this year will be as free next year either to agree to 
cultivate Indigo or to refuse to do so as those Ryots, &c.” I believe the 
only correct translation of these words would have been a Nilboonani 
honli mlkar liowa athaba aswikar howa. 

As the Bengallee now stands it appears to me that all reference to 
this formation on the existence of any agreement is omitted in the 
underlined parts of the words Nllboonai kora o dadam lowa^na ll^wa. 

If you think there is any reason at all in my objection I trust you 
will not press me to publish an order which, with my present knowledge 
of Bengallee, I could not honestly utter myself, without first laying the 
correspondence before Ilis Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 

N, B. — ^The words in the 4th paragraph free to choose their own 
course” refer evidently to the words immediately preceding, viz., to 
contract and take advances or not.” 


From E. H. LusnicfaTOK, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, Ho the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 20, dated 
the 22 nd May 1860.) 

Sir, 

It!^ continuation of paragraph 9 of my leter No. 15, dated the 
ISth instant, I have the honor to forward herewith a letter from the 

107 
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Officiating Magistrate of Nuddea to your address, containing an expla- 
nation of his proceedings in regard to the issue of the Notification. 


From W. J. Heesciiel, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Nuddea, to the Secre- 
tary to the Government of Bengal, — (dated the 22nd May 1860.) 

Sir, 

1 HAVE the honor to submit, in accordance with the instruc- 
tions of the Commissioner, the following explanation of my conduct, 
regarding the issue of his Vernacular Notice for the consideration of His 
Honor tlie Lieutenant-Governor. 

2. The letter which gave cover to the Notification conveyed also a 
coj)y of the Lieutenant-Governor’s instructions on which it was 
grounded. On reading the Notification it appeared to me to contain 
a distinct promise in the name of the Lieutenant-Governor to the effect 
that any llyot, who should sow this year, need not do so next year. 

3. Heading over the Lieutenant-Governor’s letter, I found no 
appearance of any such promise in it, as indeed I could not conceive how 
such a promise could be given. 

4. I therefore laid the matter before the Commissioner in my 
letter, dated the 11th instant, and again on the 13th, stating my ob- 
jections to the terms of the Notice, and the very strong impressions, 
under which I felt bound to urge those objections. That they would 
have applied to the issue of a correct translation of the Lieutenant- 
Go vernor’#lettir, or that I ever intended them to be understood so 
to apply, I can by no means admit. It was the deviation from it 
alone that raised doubts in my mind, and that it struck me so forcibly 
was partly owing to an accident. About two months ago I had 
pointed out, as in my opinion incorrect, a precisely similar use of 
similar words on the part of Baboo Hemch under Kerr, who, on a 
Petition from a Ryot, passed an order to the effect that the Petitioner 
was not hound to bow or take advances” unless he chose. I wrote 
to the Baboo to tell liim that the first words contained an assumption 
which he had no right to make. 

5. The reply given* me to the two letters is before Government, 
and except a verbal repetition of it, I have received no more decisive 
orders. It left me in the painful position of being unable to say 
whether it was intended to he imperative or not. It stated that 

admitting the translation to he a correct one of the 4th paragraph 
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of the Lieutenant-Governor’s words/^ the interpretation which the 
llyots mi^ht put in it, was a matter in which the Commissioner 
thought that I was not the proper judge, and that I should now 
cany out the order I had received. But I could not, nor can I now 
admit that the translation is correct; on the contrary, it was (so 
at least I thought) obvious that the whole of my objection rested on 
this on*e point. 

C. I Submit, therefore, that, on receiving so doubtful an intimation 
of the Commissioner’s opinion, I had no choice but to ask for a 
reference to the Lieutenant-Governor as to the meaning of his own 
words. It appeared to me that it would be trifling with the faith of 
Government to let the matter drop, when I found that my objection 
was virtually admitted to be sound. 

7. No reference to Government was made, nor has my o])inion 
been decisively overruled in any other way. If then T was justified 
in making my objections known at all, I do pray that I may not be 
pronounced insubordinate for merely adhering to them. 

8. I beg leave to add a few words not directly referring to the 
explanation called for. The Commissioner points out that the 
Notice is addressed only to one class of Ryots, to whom, he states, 
that the promise may be fliirly given, namely, to those who having 
taken advances this year shall sow. 

9. But it is evident that if this class understand a promise to be 
given to them, that they will be entirely relieved next year from all 
obligation to sow; the rest of the Indigo cultivJJors, who have 
taken no advances this year, will be justified in applying the promise 
to themselves as well. Yet in both classes are many cpsos to be 
found on whose obligations to sow next year the Commission wull 
have to report. 

10. I do not know, having kept no copies of the correspondence, 
whether I have mentioned that up to the extent of the Lietfbenant- 
Governor’s intention as apparent throughout the Indigo correspondence, 
not only I, but every one of my subordinates have wearied themselves out 
in the attempt to place the Ryot’s true hopes before him. 

11. What the result of the present Notification will bo next year will 
depend entirely on the result of the enquiry now being held. That it 
will be a just one to the Ryots no man can doubt. But with the deepest 
respect for the opinion of the Commissioner as to the nature of that 
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result; and believiiij^ that the promise now given cannot he withdrawn^ 
I entreat the most earnest consideration of Government* to the best 
means of satisfying the RyotS; when the time comes, that this promise 
has been kept in spirit more even than in words. 

From A. R. Yot^ng, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Ofliciating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — ('No. 2811, dated 
the 29th May 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
15, dated the 18th instant, submitting copy of a correspondence with the 
Magistrate of Nuddea, relative to a Notification issued by you 
under paragraph 4 of Orders No. 2260, dated the 5th idem, together 
with your subsequent communication No. 20, dated the 22nd instant, 
forwarding, in original, a letter of explanation on the subject from Mr. 
Herschel. 

2. The Lic.utenant-Governor does not, in the least degree, blame Mr. 
Ilcrschel for setting forth his objections to the Bcngallee Notification, 
the point urged by him being of sufficient importance to justify his 
request of a reference to Government, 

6. Ou the other hand, feeling satisfied that the Bongallee Notifi- 
cation which you had prepared was correctly expressed, as time pressed, 
you were justified in issuing it yourself. 

4. As the Notification has now been issued, and os owing to the 
sowing season iftving been so near its close its operation cannot have 
been important, the Lieutenant-Governor considers it unnecessary now 
to enter ujion the question raised by Mr. Herschel of the perfect 
correctness of the Bcngallee wording. 


From E. 11. LusiiiNGTOif, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Di^ffeion, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No; 130Ct., 
dated the 10th May 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor herewith to submit, for the information of 
the Lieutenant-Governor, the accompanying tenth Weekly Report of 
the Magistrate of Nuddea, and the first Weekly Report of the Magis- 
trate of Jessore, regarding the present state of affairs connected with 
the Indigo cultivation in their respective Districts. 
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2. Nuddea. — I regret to notice that Mr. Ilerscliel reports the num- 
ber of cases under Act XI., to be very largely increasing j at the same 
time I would observe that a little further on Mr, Hei*sehel mentions 
that the sowings are positively progressing. The greatest number of 
cases hitherto received by me has been from Mr, McLean^s Sub-Division 
of Damoorhoodah. 

8. I can fully efidorse the ditliculty Mr. Hcrschel represents ho 
finds in the just ^ministration of the Law by the stubborn denial of 
the Ryots of the fa* of any advances at all having been given them. 
I have formed this opinion from the statements of several cases sent 
down to me from Kishnaghur, and also from personal intercourse witli 
a large number of Ryots, who have been in daily attendance at this 
Office. In some instances they have admitted to have been in llie 
habit of going to the Factory, and Seed has been proved to have been 
furnished them from the Factory for the Crop of tlic present season ; 
and in many others again they have acknowledged that tliey cultivated 
last season, but they all deny having any advance for tlie present 
season. I have gone over the ground with ‘them over and over again 
of the folly they are committing and the ruin they are bringing on 
themselves by refusing to acknowledge their obligations, and to work 
them off as required by the Law, but I have seldom had any but one 
answer. “ We arc under no advance of any kind.^^ 

4, Possibly, the general diffusion of the remarks contained in tlic 4ih 
paragra])h of your letter No. 2260, dated 5tli instant to my address, 
may be of good service, and for this purpose I have had them carefully 
translated into Bcngallee and a large number lithographed for circula- 
tion in all those parts of the Districts where Act XL has been in opera- 
tion, directing at the same time the Local Authorities to take every 2)ains 
to sec that their meaning is thoroughly undcrslood. Some few Ryots 
have openly expressed to me that if they could have the assurance that 
their grievances would be carefully enquired into this year, they would 
be prepared to fulfil what Act XI. now requires of them, and possibly 
this assurance, wliich is now being conveyed to them under the high 
authority and permission of the Lieutenant-Governor, may be of some 
effect. 

5. I regret extremely the omission of such an important word in Mr. 
Hcrschel’s Perwannah, and quite concur with him in thinking cir- 
cumstances shew the omission was not made through inadvertence. 
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0. JESsoRE.-^he Act iippears to have been put very little in force in 
this District, only six cases have been disposed of, though ten more have 
been instituted. Mr. Molony has omitted to send me the statements of 
these cases, which J have called for. I have also requested him to let 
me have in future, details of the number of men confined, amount of 
damages realized, &c., so as to have his Report on the same plan as Mr. 
llerschcrs. 

7. Baurabet. — I have no Official Report from the Officiating 
Magistrate of this District, none being thought necissary. 

8. There have however been no cases tried under Act XI., though a 
very few were instituted, but of this small number five have since been 
compromised. 


No, 614, 

Teuif/ WeMy Report of the stale of the Indigo Districts in Zillah Ntuldea, 

ending ^t/i May 1860. 

The number of cases instituted under the Act is very largely increas- 
ing. There are now pending not less than &50 against single indivi- 
duals. 

The following is the number of Prisoners under the Act : — 


Criminal. 

Civil. 

For intimidation. 

For destruction of Indigo. 

For breach of contract. 

67 

90 

4.09 


The realization of damages has not always been peaceably effected, one 
case of resistance to the Nazir having occurred in Damoorhoodah. This 
was owing solely to the presence of an unnecessary number of the Plant- 
er’s people with whom a dispute arose at once. I have given . orders 
to prevent the recurrence of such scenes. The Nazir’s peon was beaten 
with the Factory people and the sale would not proceed at the time, 
considerable sums have been r^lized and I have called for a special 
Report on this. My Weeklies will always contain a record of the 
Prisoners released on payment of damages and of the amounts realized 
by sale and by voluntary payments. 
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1 can give no distinct report as to the progress of sowings, except that 
they are positively progressing * 

The publication is rapid effect of my Circular Order to the Police was 
so unexpected that I called for reports as to how it got known. It ap- 
pears that of the sixteen copies of the Order sent to the Sub-Divisional 
Officers for transmission to their Police one copy had the word 
omitted in it, so that it read as follows : — 

The particular copy was addressed to the Darogah of the Damoor- 
hoodah Thannah, (close to the Village of Joyrampoor) the one Thannah 
where such a public Notice would produce the greatest mischief and 
most speedily. It was published by him at once, I enclose a copy of 
the hukumuama which the Darogah issued on the strength of it to his 
Burkundauzes stationed in different Villages. I have rejirimanded the 
Darogah for his carelessness in not detecting the inconsistency of the 
sentence as it reached him. So published it is not to be wondered at 
that it was seized on with avidity, I observe with some surprise that a 
translation of it containing the prohibitory clause has actually been 
published by the daily papers in Calcutta, as if its publication in one 
Thannah had not done harm enough already. 

The responsibility for the error committed rests with my Peshkar, 
who had the copies made under his own eye and signed them as correct. 
I cannot believe that it was an act of mere carelessness of his and I 
have suspended him for it, and shall report the result of further enquiries 
into his conduct. I believe it was purposely done. 

Several of the Ryots are paying up the damages asssessed on decree 
being given. 

I must repeat that the just administration of the Law is rendered in- 
calculably difficult by the stubborn denial of the Ryots to the fact of 
any advances at all having been given. While defences so palpably 
false, as in some cases they are, continued to be offered, it is not to be 
expected that justice can be done. 

The Ryots who have come before me have been closely defended by a 
very acute Mookhtear whose services I would gladly notice with praise 
if his clients did not make such assertions as the following, which is the 


* Sic in orio'. 
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(lofonce generally offered now to me. A Ryot being asked wlietlier he 
has ever grown any Indigo, denies it, says that the Planter has for 
years cultivated his (RyoPs) lands without his consent, though through 
his means, bat that he does not know what the yield of Crop may be as 
he has never einpired. That he has never been to the Factory to re- 
ceive advances or payment and has never had a pice given him for 
Indigo nor for the use of the land.” 

A defence so false puts it out of the power of a Court to enter into 
any useful eiKpiiry. 

The destruction of Indigo is entirely stopped in the Bongong Sub- 
Division, and the malicious destruction of it is, I believe, stopped 
everywhere. 

W. J. Herscii]5l, 
OJficiathig Magistrate. 


Translation of the VemannaU issued by Greesh Chunder Bose^ Darogah of 
Thannafi Damoorhoodali , to Joheeruddeeriy Moneeruddeen^ llillo Khan^ 
Mokkur Khan, and Sliibruiton, Biirhindauzes, 

Take notice that the Magistrate’s order of the 17th April last, prohi- 
biting the Ryots to sow the lands, pointed out by the Factory people as 
Indigo lands, with Paddy, is cancelled by to-day’s order, so that you will 
inform the Ryots and the Chowkeedars of the Villages in which you 
are posted, and of their neigbouring Villages, of this cancellation. It is 
optional to the Ryots to sow their lands with whatever Crop they choose ; 
the Police have no business to prevent the Ryots from doing so, or to 
interfere in any other way in the matter. But you will explain it to the 
Ryots that, if after having taken advances in cash and entered into a 
contract to sow Indigo on a fixed plot of land, they break through the 
contract and sow the land which has been fixed with any other Crop but 
Indigo, and should a suit be brought against them on that account on 
the part of the Factory and it be proved, the Magistrates will inflict 
severe punishment on them under the new Act. 

You will no longer prevent the Ryots from sowing Paddy. You will 
only explain to them that, under the above circumstances, they will be 
liable to punishment for not sowing Indigo* 

The April 1860. 
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From E. W. Molottt, Esq., Magistrate of Jessoro, to the Commissioner of 
the Nuddea Division, — (No. lA, dated the 6th May 1860.) 

Sir, 

At your request, I have the honor to forward a Weekly Tlcport 
of matters worthy of notice which have occurred within this District 
regarding the movement of the Ryots in the matter of Indigo cultiva- 
tion. The Concerns which have still lands unsown in this neighbour- 
hood are Sindoori, Locknathpore, Goldar, Jaradah, Katchikatta, and Car- 
regona. In the first but little rain has fallen, and the sowings are very 
backward in consequence. In the second there are but few Villagers in 
the District, who, with some few in Kedjoora Factory of Goldar, have 
sown dhan in most parts of the Indigo lands. In Goldar most of the 
Indigo in the Jossorc Villages has been sown, and I hope the sowings 
there will be completed with rain that fell upon the evening of the 3rd. 
In Katchikatta there arc three Villages in the Jessoro line which will 
not sow. They have, I believe, sown dhan in their Indigo lands. In 
Jaradah there arc some six Villages remaining unsown. I have hopes 
that some of these will sow. In Carregona there are two Villages 
which are doubtful. 

There have been only six cases decided under the new Act for breach 
of contract, in which decrees were given at the rate of 20 Rupees per 
beegah, ten more were instituted on the Itli. 

In another week I shall probably be able to inform you to what extent 
the new Law is likely to be used. 

No. £027. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India, 
Home Department. 

By Order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 

A. R. Young, 

Fort William, *1 Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
The nst May 1860. J 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Scretary to the Goveniment of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 24*75, dated 
the 15tli May 1860.) 

Sir, 

With reference to paragraph 5 of your letter No. 130Ct'., 
dated the 10th instant, I am directed to request that you will be so 

lOS 
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good as to submit^, for the Lieutenant-Governor’s information, a special 
Report relative to the Perwannah issued by Mr. Ilcrschel on the 19tli 
ultimo, with a view to correct the practice sanctioned by Mr. Maclean 
in the Damoorhoodali Sub-Division of stopping the Ryots from sowing 
rice on what were claimed as Indigo lands. 


From E. H. Lusutkotok, Esq., Olficiating Commissioner of the Nnddoa 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 43, 
dated the 7th June 18G0.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter No. 2475, dated 15th ultimo, I have 
the honor to report that the reasons assigned by Mr. Herschel for the 
issue of the Perwannah of IDth Aprils are described by him as follows : — 
For some eight or ten days previous to the 19th of April, 1 found 
that the passing of the new Law was being generally interpreted as sig- 
nifying that the Ryots were to be made to sow, one and all, this year. 
I had all but resolved on issuing a Circular to the Police when I heard 
from Mr- Maclean, demi-oiricially, that he had issued an order on his 
Police to prohibit the Ryots from sowing rice on lands marked for 
Indigo. 

The pressure under which Mr. Maclean issued this order had been 
very great. To meet similar pressure here myself, I had to send for the 
headmen of the Villages which were sowing rice indiscriminately and 
warn them of what might be the consequence. 

The order on the Police was however so very unlike Mr. Maclean’s 
remarkably steady course hitherto, that I replied to him by return of 
post, demi-officially, telling him to correct his order in his own way. 
At the same tinae the order itself was an index of more extreme 
proceedings on the part of the Police, and as these were not confined 
to Mr. Maclean’s Division, I circulated the Perwannah in question.” 

2. I consider the above reasons to be full and sufficient, and trust 
they will appear in the same light to the Lieutenant-Governor. 

3. Presuming it is the desire of the Lieutenant-Governor that 
this report should also embrace the circumstances under which the 
Perwannah was published at Damoorhoodah, I beg to submit for peru- 
sal, the accompanying copy of a decision I passed on the appeal of Mr* 
Herschel’s Peshkar, in which they will he found to be detailed in full. 
J have to apologize for the length of the decision, but it appeared im-r 
possible to me at the time to state the case fairly in a lesser compass^. 
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Co]^y of original draft of Fertcannah as prepared in FngUsh hy Mr, llerscliel, 

Thk sowing of Indigo and Rice having commenced, I observe that 
several Police Olilcors are exceeding their authority in attempting to 
secure kist by inducing the Ryots to sow. 

2. I have to call the attention of all Police Officers to my orders of 
21st March, in which the Police were absolutely prohibited from using 
their influence one way or the other. They were directed merely to 
read the Law or other orders out, but not to attempt to explain it. If 
the Ryots do not understand they must be told to come in to the nearest 
Magistrate. 

3. The duties of the Police are now much simpler than before. The 
Law is now pretty well understood, and the late orders to read it out in 
any Village where it may be necessary arc accordingly stopped, except- 
ing as to the Section about destroying Indigo. The destruction of Indigo 
is to be prohibited to the utmost. The Darogahs wMl now confine 
themselves to their usual duty of keeping the peace only. 

4<. The new Law does not give the Police any more power than 
heretofore to either order a Ryot to sow Indigo or to prohibit him from 
sowing rice. It. merely allows the Magistrate, after judicial enquiry, to 
order a Ryot wlu^ has taken advances to sow Indigo, and it allows the 
Ryot if he prefers to pay the damages to sow rice. If he does not ])ay 
the damages he will go to prison. 

5. This order is not to be published. It is intended for the guidance 
of yourself and your Subordinates, and it is to be kept to yourself. 

Appeal from the Fcslikar of the Kitddea MayiHtratc\^ Office against the order 
of the Magistrate, dismissing him from his appointment for the wilful 
omission of the word “ na^' from a copy of a Circular Ferwannah addressed 
to the Darogali of Thannah Damoorhoodah, dated lOth April 18G0. 

The circumstances of this case arc briefly as follows: — On the 19th 
April the Magistrate wrote the draft of this Perwannah in English and 
then gave it to tlie Peshkar to he translated into Bcngallee, with the 
assistance of the English Writer oftlie Office.. 

2. The w. translation was, when completed, overlooked hy the 
Magistrate, corrected in one or two points, and an omission of that is 
not to be puhlisiied^^ supplied, 

3. The approved draft then seems to have been made over to the 
Serishtadar, with whom it remained until the Office was about to close 
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when he remarked that it should issue without delay. To this the 
Peshkar demurred saying : it is now late, we have eaten nothing, give me 
the draft, and send writers to the Meer Moonshee^s house, and I will see 
that the order is carefully obeyed/^ This statement is corroborated by 
the Meer Moonshee and other Omlah, the former positively asserting 
that the Serishladar also authorized the countersignature of the 
Perwannali by the Peshkar, because his house was some distance off ; 
but the Scrishtadar gives no positive testimony to this point, though 
he confirms others. 

4. It is here necessary to refer to the general practice followed in 
writing Perwannahs, when several copies, as in yfcs instance, have to be 
made. The bodies of the Perwannahs are first written out, and then 
they are made over to one person to enter the heading. The object of 
this is obvious, it prevents any confusion from two writers, each address- 
ing the same i#Thannadar and ensures greater security against any 
omission. It is also to be observed that by this plan no writer could 
say to what particular Tliaiinadar the copy of the order he was then 
writing would be despatched ; it would depend entirely on accident. In 
this particular instance the usual practice was followed, the headings 
were made by an Umedwar, and the body of the Perwannali which was 
sent to Damoorhoodah, and contained an omission of the word ntiy was 
written by the Acting Perwannali Nuvees, and not a Mudud Nuvees 
as recorded by Mr, llerschcl. 

5. It appears clear from ihc record of tlie case, that the Peshkar 
was not present while these Perwjinnabs were being written, but that, 
when they were all finished, he was sent for, and having countersigned 
them they were taken to the Magistrate for signature .and issue. 

(). Tlie circumstance of tlie word 7ia having been omitted, leading to 
the immediate publication of tlie order at Damoorboodah, the Magistrate 
made enquiries and the result of these is the present appeal. 

7. The first point on which the Magistrate remarks in his decision 
is the intention of the Peshkar to make mischief from the beginning of 
this case, by the omission of the words this, not to be published.^^ 

8. Now, if the Magistrate considered at the time that the omission 
of his sentence was wilful, or that there was evidence in support of this 
charge, he would certainly have taken notice of it. None, however, was 
taken, and therefore it may be fairly assumed that it was not until the 
publication of the Perwanuah took place, and the omission of the word 
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na discovered and traced to the Peslikar, that the Magistrate iinput(‘d a 
wilful ness to this omission, which he had not seen before, 

0. Tlie question therefore for consideration appears to confine itself 
to this. Was the conduct of the Peshkar, subsequently to the transla- 
tion and approval of the Perwaiinah, such as to justify suspicions of what 
was not suspected before, and to lead to the conviction that the omission 
of the na was wilful ? On going through the records, I cannot discover 
that he took any improper or irregular steps to got the preparation of 
the Perwannah in his own hands, or that having obtained it he exercised 
any undue control over its subse([ucnt preparation and issue. On the 
contrary it would apy.^ar that, but for certain circumstances which are 
fully explained, the Peshkar would have had nothing more to do with 
the matter, for the draft of the Perwannah, after approval, had passed 
into the hands of the Serislitadar, and would, according to general 
practice of the Court, have been countersigned by tlu>t Officer, when 
written by tlie Moluirirs with any reference to the Peshkar. 

10, The oircumstaiK'CS under which the issue of the Perwannah fell 
into the hands of the Peshkar are set forth in paragraphs 1] and 4, and 
fully convince me that he did not wilfully make the omission charged 
ag.ainsl him. The only point of importance open to doubt is, whether the 
Serislitadar did give him the power to countersign them, but concurrent 
circumstances, besides direct testimony to the contrary, convince mo that 
he did, and that the shnffiing evidence given by the Serislitadar on tliis 
point, whieh is extremely discreditable to him, was framed to excuse 
himself from the appearance of liaviiig neglected a duty which was more 
properly his own. 

IJ. The carelessness however of the Peshkar in not having* 
thoroughly examined the orders previous to oouiitorsigning them is 
uiiquestionahle, aud considering their importance, and the great stress 
the Magistrate had previously laid on tlieir accuracy, of which the 
Peshkar was weft aware, I sentence liiin to be susj)ended from Office for 
three months, in lieu of the order of dismissal passed on him, on the 
loth May 1800, by the Officiating Magistrate. 

12. As the proceedings connected with the issue of this Perwannah 
at Damoorhoodah form part of tlie records of the case, this would seem 
to bo a proper place for their consideration. 

13, It would apjiear that the three Perwannahs ititonded for the 
Damoorhoodah Sub Division were sent under cover to the Assistant 
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Magistrate^ but it was never discovered in his Office that the one 
intended for Damoorhoodali diflered so entirely in the last sentence from 
that' 'of the othov iwo^ as to render it absolute nonsense. Again, the 
same carelessness appears to have been committed by the Darogah who, 
on receipt of the rerwannah, never thought of referring to the Assistant 
Magistrate for an explanation of the irreconcilable passage. ^^This 
order is only for you and your Subordinates, it will stay by you, and 
it shall be shown to every body.'' 

I t. But ill my opinion it was not the publication of this Perwannah 
which is stated by the Assistant Magistrate to have been widely 
circulated, wliieh led so immediately to the excitement which is reported 
to have followed as other proceedings which attended it. 

15. It would a}>p(3ar that, immediately on receipt of the order at 
Damoorlioodah, the Assistant Magistrate issued instructions stating — his 
Order of the 1 7th April, forbidding paddy to be sown on Indigo lands, 
was modified ; and in the same order contrary to the instructions giv’^cn 
by the Magistrate to the Police, the Darogah was requested to explain to 
the people certain parts of Act XI. The Darogah was thus in receipt of 
two ditferent orders at the same time, but instead of referring the 
matter, which ho ought to have done, he took a middle course of his 
own, and issued a hookumnamali on all the Burkundauzes stationed 
where the combination against Indigo was the strongest, containing 
instructions directly contrary to the IVl agist rate's and Assistant 
Magistrate’s orders, and expressing in plainer language than liad luTeto- 
forc been made public, the option people had of sowing Indigo or Paddy. 
This fa(;t will, I think, be clearly apparent by (;()inj)arisou of the trans- 
lation of Mr. Ilerschers order of the 1 Dili accompanying the case, and 
the translation of Mr. Maclean's orders with the Darogiih's hookumna- 
mah which are now given opposite to each other. 


Ahslract Tramlation of 1\1 r Maclean^ s Abstract Translation of BarogalCs 
orders. ITooJc nrnmmah. 

TiiK orders of the 17t-h April have Tuk orders of the 17th April, which 
been modified. Explain to the forbad people to sow Paddy on lands 
people that they should not sow which had been marked out by the 
Paddy on lauds for wliieh an ad- Factory people for the growth of 
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vaiiee for Iiidij^o lias been made, for 
if tlicy do, tbeir property will be 
liable to attachment under Sec- 
tion II. 

If people intend sowing* Paddy on 
lands marked for Indigo, the Daro- 
gah will explain to the principal 
people what the Law and practice 
is, and that if the llyots disobey the 
Law on this matter, they will be 
tried for breach of contract. 


Indigo, arc stopped by the Magis- 
trate's orders of to-day’s date. 
Therefore you will epxlahi to the 
people and the CJioiolrydars m the 
Ullage hi which yon are stationed^ 
and to the people of the surrounding 
J illages, that they may sow on their 
own fields what they lihe, there is no 
necessity for the Police to forbid or 
to interfere in this matter ; but you 
will inform the people that, if those 


who have taken cash advances for 
the cultivation of Indigo on specifted plots of land grow other Crops on 
it, they will, on a suit being estahlislied against tliem hy the Planter, 
receive severe punishment from the Magistrate according to the new 
* This is very o])SCurel\^ wont’d in LaW, You ^\ill liot loibid the people t(> 
couUaif but you will cxpLiiii those 

people who* don’t sow Indigo, what 
punishment the Law will inflict on them. 

IG. The papers are now returned to the Magistrate with a rerpiest 
that, after calling upon the Darogah for an explanation of his conduct in 
regard to this hookiimnamah, he will re-submit them at an early date 
with the Darogah’s reply and his own opinion as to what should be done 
thereon. 


From A. P. YoUNa, Secretary to tbc Government of Bengal, to the 

Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea division, — (No. 3117, dated 
the IStli June 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 43^ 
dated the 7th instant, submitting the explanation called for in my 
letter No. 2475, dated the 15th ultimo, regarding the Perwannah 
issued by the Officiating Magistrate of Nuddea on the 19th of April 
last, on the subject of the interference of the Police in the cultivation 
of Indigo. 

2. In reply, I am directed to state that the Lieutenant-Governor 
considers you have taken a very just Yic\Y of the case of the Peshkar 
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of the Magistrate's Court. The Darogah of Damoorhoodah appears 
to be the only Officer on wliom suspicion of intentional misconduct 
can still rest, and he may plead Mr. MacLean^s order to publish a 
certain explanation of the Law, and the contradictory on this point, and 
unintelligible copy of Mr. HerschePs Perwannah which he received. 

3. The mischief was done not by the instruction to the Police 
Darogahs, for which alone Mr. Ilcrschel is responsible, and which 
are in themselves perfectly correct, but by the publication made by the 
Darogah of Damoorhoodah for which, as it was directly contrary to 
Mr. Ilerschers order, that gentleman is not in any degree responsible. 

4. The Lieutenant-Governor considers the explanation submitted 
quite satisfactory. 


From E. H. LusitiN’Otoi^, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nnddea 
Division, to A. 11. Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 

— (No. A., dated the IGth May 18G0.) 


Sin, 


I HAVE the honor to submit herewith, in original, the eleventh 
Weekly Report of the state of the Indigo Districts in Zillah Nuddea, 
from the 5th to 12th May, 

2. Mr. Ilerschcl refers in his 1st paragrapli to the sowing season 
being nearly over, but if the weather should continue favorable, many 
lands yet unsown may be sown all this month, especially the high lands 
in the neiglibourhood of Loknathpore. 

3. 1 submit a Table showing, which I believe to be, a pretty accurate 
account of tlie lands which have been sown in the Factories belonging to 
the Bengal Indigo Company, 


Mulnatee 
Kal Bauleah 
Katgarrah 
* Patkabarce 


Qmntiti/ estimated Quantity actually sown. 


to he sown. 


29,235 

28,500 

20,000 

15,000 

11,000 

9,500 

14,000 

14,000 


This Return is some days old. I have since heard that in Katgarrah 
the sowings have been completed with the exception of 600 beegahs. 


^ The sowings in this Factory are all October. 
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4. In the South of the District, Messrs. Watson and Company have 
sown all their lands without any difficulty. Of Messrs, Hills and Com- 
pany’s Factories T have no Returns, but I believe at a rough estiruaU^ 
three -fourths of their lands have been sown. 

• 5. The Lieutenant-Governor will perceive from the above Slalcrnent, 
that the Indigo prospects in Kishnaghur, notwithstanding all that has 
been said, are by no means discouraging. 

6. Next week I shall endeavor to submit from Kishnaghur more 
accurate Returns in this matter, and I shall also try and shew in a mon* 
clear and complete manner, the results of the working of the Spiunal 
Law, with the gross amount of damages decreed, and the average ral(5 
at which they have been assessed per beegali. 

7. I have already submitted for the Lieutenant-Governor’s inform- 
ation, a letter I had issued on the subject of fixing the amount of 
damages, which I trust may be the means of lending the Officers con- 
cerned to go into the question now thoroughly than they have hitherto 
done. Yesterday I received Statements from Mr. Mackenzie, Deputy 
Magistrate at Hatbolea, shewing how in four days we had cast seventy- 
nine persons in damages for refusal to sow at the rate of Rupees 20 
a beegah. Possibly, the production and careful examination of accounts 
may have shewn this to be a fair sum, but I believ^e tliat, in the majority 
of instances. Rupees 10 per beegah would give the Planter 100 per cent 
on his outlay. 

8. The District, with the exception of the case referred to ])y Mr. 
Herschel, has been very quiet. The general temper of the Ryots has 
been that of entire submission to the new Law, except perhaps, in sonu‘, 
parts of Katgarrah, where they have refused to admit, eitlier the Mana- 
ger, Mr. Larmour, or his Agents into the Villages. I have requested 
Mr. Herschel to strenglhou the Police in that neighhourhoocl, if 
necessary, 

9. The Nizalad question referred to by Mr. Herschel towards the 
close of his Report, will receive my immediate attention at Kisnaghur, 
where I hope to go to-morrow morning. 

10, Jessore. I have not yet received the Returns from this 
District, but a demi-official communication from the Joint Magistrate 
reports every thing quiet, and that the new Law is thoroughly under- 
stood by the people. 


1 01 ) 
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11. Baraset, The few cases I mentioned last week, as having been 
instituted under Act XI., have been withdrawn, and no others have 
since been brought on the file. 


JElevenih WeeMy Beport of the state of the Indigo Districts in Zillah^ 
Nvddea^ from 6th to \2th May 1860. 

Tiik sowing season is now virtually over. A few more days 
remain, but I doubt whether many Ryots who have not sown hitherto 
will do it now ; what the precise amount sown is, I cannot of course 
tell; but I have no reason to suppose that any Concern will come out 
an actual loser on the expenses incurred, and the Crop itself, I am glad 
to say, promises extraordinarily well. 

The number of suits instituted has increased enormously. At the 
present moment there arc not much under 800 Defendants on trial. 

The number in Jail is as follows 


Date. 

Under Regular 
Laws. 

Under New Law. 

Intimidation. 

Destruction 
of Plant. 

1 Breach of Con- 
tract. 

12th May .. 

1!)9 

j 

! 

66 

.S5 

437 


Since the Law has been put in force there have been released from 
Jail-— 

On payment of damages or at the request of Plaintiff , , , 33 

On expiry of terms for intimidation and destruction 
of Plant 10 

Some fifty or sixty more will pay up their damages in a day or two. 
There has been no difficulty in effecting the sales with the one excep- 
tion reported last week. 
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Tlie following’ shows the amounts realized in the diflereut Courts 
(except in Mr. Mackenzie’s^ who has only lately been employed at 
Boaleah.) 


Amount paid up on decree 
without fjoing to Jail. 

Amount paid in cash to 
obtain release from Jail, 

1 

Amount realized by sale. 

27 Dohiors, Rs. 2,980 6 3 

20 Debtors, Rs. 2,097 15 3 
To selling Officer. 

0 Debtors, Rs. 113 8 0 

Balance not rea- 
lized by sale. 

(> Debtors, Rs ... 408 8 0 
lln full of demands. 

|11 Debtors, Rs ... 251 8 0 
In part of demand. 

Balance to be re- 
covered still. 

2,080 0 3 

1 

1 

2,211 7 3 

i 

660 0 0 


Total 

6,858 13 0 


The debtors in the first column are the wealthiest and most respect- 
able of the Defendants. Those in the last column the least so. 


It is generally stated that the llyots have refused to sow. This is 
true as regards the majority of those who have been brought to trial, 
])ut as regards the greater portion of the Indigo cultivators it is tolerably 
clear that they have yielded. 

I believe the number of recusant llyots would have been very much 
less if the remedy, provided by the Law, had been applied earlier by the 
Planters, 

As it was, complaints were not very generally preferred until the 
Planter had tried his own power of coercion to the utmost, and had failed. 

• Mr. Forlong’s llyots were complained against almost immediately, 
and I believe they are the only ones who have to any extent agreed to 
sow on the order being passed. 

To fill up the cultivation, the Planters are said, in several places, to be 
sowing their own Nizabad’" in Indigo more largely than usual. This is 
being prevented by the Ryots and is bitterly complained of by the Plant- 
ers, but on enquiry it seems very doubtful which party is in the right. 

The Nizabad” so called, is land not Khaskhamar, which is not let 
out at alb but land tenanted by Ryots. The Planter, whether legally 
or not, I cannot yet say, has been in the habit of calling on a Ryot to 
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^ive up certain lands to himself for his own cultivation for one season 
and to this the llyots have apparently agreed or submitted hitherto. 

This year they stand upon their ryottee tenure : and refuse entry to 
tlio Planter. 

This is obviously a very different tiling from preventing the latter 
from cultivating what are really ^‘Nizabad^' lands, but •whether the 
Ryot is right in his refusal to surrender his land I cannot as yet say, 
Mr. Howell, whom 1 sent out to enquire into one dispute in Mr. For. 
long^s Factory has, I hear, given possession of the land to Mr. Forlong, 
who dug it up in October last. 

In eoiise(|ueuco of the attempts to sow such lands there has been a 
rather serious adray at Sharharree, where the Factory servants, with 
party of spearmen, got into a quarred with the Villagers, and one man, 
a stranger to either party, was severely speared through the thigh, and 
another slightly wounded. The Factory is under charge of Mr, Wood, 
one of Mr. Wearer’s Assistants, but it is dare to Mr. Wood to say 
he has shewn displeasure at the conduct of his men. 

The Peshkar of my Office, who was suspended, has been dismissed 
the service and is held to bail to lake his trial if Criminal evidence 
('an be obtained against him. 

In translating my English Perwannah he omitted the words, 

this is not to be published,” which I noticed and desired him to add. 
Why he should have omitted them, if not on purpose, I cannot 
eoneeiver At all events, that he did so, and that after all, the 
Damoorhoodali copy should have been so falsified, leaves no doubt 
whatever in my mind that he caused the omission. The particular 
Perwannah in question was written by a Taid Nuvees” and the name 
of the Thannah put iii by an Oomedwar who has no legal connection 
whatever with the* Court. 

W. J. Herschel, 

Offg, Magistrate. 

No. 2020. 

(^)rY forwarded for the information of the Government of India, 
in the Home Department. 


By Order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


Fort Wiujam, "I 
The Ust Mmj 1800./ 


H. BELL, 

Uuder^Secretarg to the Govermient of Bengal, 
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From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of R<*nc^a1, to ilie 
Ofliciating Coinmibnioncr of the Nuddea Division,-- (No. 2570, dated the 
17th May 1860.) 

SlK^ 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
A., dated the IGth instant, enclosing Mr. llerachers eleventh Wet^kly 
Report of the state of the Indigo Districts in Zillah Nuddea. 

2. The state of the cultivation reported therein is more satisfactory 
than could at one time have been hoped for. It is gratifying to the 
Lienteiiant-Goveriior to learn that the Indigo Crop itself promises so 
well. 

*3. But the large number of Ryots who have gone to prison, rather 
than cultivate, although their whole property does not afford the means 
to pay the full damages assessed, is a sad subject of contemplation. 

4. The Lieutenant-Governor reipiests that you will be so good as to 
make a full report upon the Nizabad question. Mr. HeivchePs account 
of it is not comprehensible. 

5. The fact of the sowing season being nearly over, whilst the num- 
ber of ])laiuts for breach of contract to sow are rapidly increasing, will, 
it is hoped, operate to induce the Magisterial Authorities to devote their 
attention more and more to the thorough and just settlement of these 
jdaints, which, from the moment when sowing becomes impossible, cease 
to have any bearing beyond the simple matter ot Ci\il action as 
between the parties. All excuse for hurried decisions is therefore at 
an end. 

6. The Report of Mr. Mackenzie’s xiroceedlngs is alarming, inas- 
much as he appears in seventy-nine cases, decided in four days, to have 
given in every ease neither more nor less than double the maximum rate 
of damages which could be given under the forms of agreement known 
to be adopted by some of the largest Indigo Concerns. If, from the 
examination of these cases, you see reason to doubt Mr. Mackenzie’s 
competency to decide equitably Civils suits of this character, you will 
direct him with advertence to the instructions contained in paiag;raph 
6 of my letter No. 1564, dated the 1th ultimo, to tif no more breach 
of contract cases. 

7. The Lieutenant-Governor requests that you will submit an early 
Report on this subject. 
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Vrom E. TI. Lushington, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 17, 
dated the 22nd May 1860) 

SiK, 

I iTAVK (he honor herewith to submit, in original, Mr. IlerschePs 
twelfth Weekly Report on the State of the Indigo Districts in Zillah 
Nuddea. 

2. Having spent the past week in this District myself, during which 
period a groat part of each day lias been employed in personal communi- 
cation with llyots. Zemindars and Planters, I think I can safely endorse 
^Ir. llerscheVs opinion in stating that very few more sowings will be 
now made. 

8. It is impossible to paint, in too strong colors, the determination 
of those Ryots, who refuse to sow, to change their minds. As Mr. 
Eorlong was exceedingly anxious to come to terms with the Ryots who 
were under advance to him, and was prepared to make liberal advances 
towards this end, I sent for some who were then undergoing the penalty 
of their recusancy in Jail, to hear what they might have to say on the 
subject, but the prospect of their immediate release, and the restoration 
of their jiroperty, which had been sold under the decrees against them, 
had no elioct upon them ; they would die, they said, a thousand deaths 
rather than cultivate another beegah of Indigo. 

4. The (pieslioii, as to what parts of this District have been more 
peculiarly affected than others by this spirit of determination against the 
cultivation of Indigo, will form an interesting subject for enquiry and 
report on a future occasion. In the meanwhile, I would beg the Lieute- 
uant-Oovernoris attention to the 4th paragraph of Mr. Platts^ letter, in 
which he remarks on the ojiposition made by the Ryots against Mr. 
Smith, the Proprietor of the Katoolic Factory, and Zemindar, and Maha- 
jun besides. I believe it will be found that, contrary to all expectation, 
the strongest antipathy to take advances has been manifested by the 
Ryots living in Villages, the property of the Planter and not of the 
Zomvidar. If this be so, and I do not doubt it myself, there would 
appear to be but #ne explanation, viz. the grinding oppression and 
extortion which the Ryots of an Indigo Planter suffer at the hands of the 
Oomastahs and other subordinate servants attached to a Factory. The 
more firmly a Ryot is placed in the powers of the Planter, the closer and 
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liarder would appear to be the pressure put on him by these myrtnklons, 
for they deserve no better name, that live on the Factory. 

5. The Zemindars have certainly not openly shewn that they have 
been encouraging their own Ryots in refusing to fulfil tluur contracts. 
In some instances, they have personally come forward and assisted the 
Planters, and it has been through their favorable intervention alone that 
so many beegahs have been sown. 

G. ]V[r. Ilerschel has been unable to prepare any Statement of the 
exact number of cases now pending under Act XI., but 1 believe it may 
be estimated at least a 1000, and that there will be at least a 1000 more. 
It is quite impossible with the existing machinery at my disposal tliat 
the trial of these cases can be properly conducted, and the regular 
business of the District efficiently carried on at the same time. No 
Officers can be working more zealously than they all are at present in 
Kishnaghur, and yet JMr. Ilcrschcl can find no time to attend to the 
Collectorate, where appeals under Act X. of 1859, and other matters, 
arc daily accumulating. If the demands of the public service will not 
permit the Lieutenant-Governor to increase the Staff here hy at least 
another Joint and Deputy Magistrate, or two Deputy Magistrates, 
perhaps the Lieutenant-Governor would approve of applying to tli e 
Legislature to empower subordinate Civil Judges to take up breach of 
contract cases under Act XI. The principles and rules on which damag(*s 
should be levied have been carefully prepared and circulated, and, with 
these before them, two or three Sudder Ameens or 1st Grade Moonsiffs, 
well conversant with English, for that is indispensable to the pro])er 
examination of the Factory Accounts, would justly and efficiently dispose 
of these cases. The powers to decide other cases which might arise 
under this Act should be confined, as at present, to the Authorities 
mentioned in Section VIII. 

7. As I have every reason to believe there is no occasion or any 
likelihood of occasions to detain the present Military Force in Jessore 
and Nuddea, I beg that the Lahore Light Horse may be withdrawn. 
I would also support the arrangements proposed by Mr. Hersclicl for the 
reduction of the Military Police ; in another fortnight those at the out- 
posts might also be withdrawn, and 200 or 250 men only of the Gtli 
retained at Kishnaghur. My only reason for not recommending this should 
be done at once is, that after such a strong show of Troops throughout 
the District, the sudden reduction of all of them would be imprudent. 

8. The Weeldy Report from Jessore has not yet been received. 
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Twelfth Weekly Beport on the state of the Indigo Districts in Zillah Huddea, 
from l^th to l^th May 1860. 

The sowing season may be looked on now as concluded. The total 
result cannot be accurately stated even now, but enough information has 
been obtained to enable me to state positively that, on the average of the 
whole District, not less than three-fourths of the usual amount of sowings 
have been got into the ground. 

Tlic absolute necessity of speedy decisions having now ceased, and the 
nature of the accounts being more clearly exposed, a fair Balance Sheet 
has been drawn out, which, with my instructions in it, I beg to sub- 
mit, in original, requesting that you will return it. I have since then 
adopted the average of five years as the basis in the matter of yield of 
leaf per beegah in the case of each Ryot separately. On this calcula- 
tion the damages will vary in cases, now before me, from 4 Rupees 6 
annas per beegah on the worst field in the worst Factory in the Khalboleah 
Concern, to Rupees 21 on the best fields of the best Factory. The average 
appears to be about Rupees 11 per beegah in that Concern. 

There is prospect of a very large number of suits being preferred 
against those who have not sown, and I would recommend that what- 
ever Officers be appointed to assist in the work of deciding them, they 
should be Officers who are in the habit of examining Account Books. 
From what I have myself seen, and from wliat I hoar from Mr. MacLean 
as the result of his own experience, it seems to me absolutely necessary 
that the Factory books should be submitted to the scrutiny of practised 
Judges, such as the Civil Judges. 

I think the Military Force might now, to a large extent, be with- 
drawn ; the Lahore Light Horse certainly, and the Military Police, all 
but the following whom I would retain at their post 

Kurreempore. — Twenty-five men under a Native Officer. 

Damooruoodaii. — Fifty men under a European Officer, twenty of 
whom to continue to ’ be posted at Bauleah, or 
wherever the extra Judicial Officer is while away 
from Damoorhoodah itself. 

Bongong. — Twenty-five men. 

The Lahore Light Horse might return to Dum-Dum. 

The Detachment of the 5th Battalion, Military Police, might return 
to their Head-Quarters at Ilooghly. Of the 6lh Battalion, I think, 
600 men retained at Kishnaghur itself will be sufficient. 
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1 regret that I have not been able to obtain in time for Ibis A/Veekly 
Report a precise Statement of the results of decrees. I can state how- 
ever that the damages have been paid up by more than one-third of the 
Defendants; 107 out of 437 have been released from the Jail on payment 
of the damages, and almost as many have paid up without going to 
Jail, the reduction in the damages will, I hope, facilitate payment. 

I annex an Extract from Mr. Platts’ Report. This Officer has main- 
tained, with a few errors, a very judicious and firm position throughout, 
and I think his Reports deserve notice. I beg to call your attention to 
paragraphs 3, 4 and 5, They contain in three cases a picture of the 
whole District. 

The Bongong Sub-Division is cpiiet again, and the Joint Magistrate 
has returned to Bongong. 

Extract, paragraphs 2, 3, 4 5 and 6 , from a letter from Mr. P. T. Platts 
Deputy Magistrate of Kurreempore, to the Magistrate of Nuddea,— 
(No. 98, dated the 18th May 18G0.) 

Para : 2. The present state of this Sub-Division is as follows 

The sowings of the Shikarpore Factory have been completed and there 
is every promise of a fine Crop. The Indigo movement extended only to 
a few Villages of this Factory and met with a check at once, as the In- 
digo Law came into operation at the same time. 

3. The Nundunpore sowings have also been in a great measure com- 
pleted, a very few Villages only (two or three) still holding out. The 
Ryots of this Factory have, with but few exceptions, remained quiet 
during the late disturbances, and as Nundunpore adjoins the Ruttunpore 
branch of Mr. Hiirs Concern and also the Katoolie Concern, the Ryots 
of which places have been somewhat turbulent and very strongly 
determined not to sow, I can conceive the fact of their remaining quiet, 
and sowing to be only the happy result of Mr. Sibbald’s good manage- 
ment and his liberal and conciliatory dealings with them. 

4. The Katoolie Ryots are very unsettled and changeable. I believe 
they would resolutely have held out against Indigo cultivation, but for 
the power Mr. Smith holds over them. He is their Mahajun as well as 
their Landlord. Their rents are in arrears, they have generally speaking 
but little money or food, and Mr. Smith’s Golabarees are stocked with 
grain ; as it is, about half the sowings of this Concern have been com- 
pleted. 


no 
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5. The HiiUunporc liyois are as determined as ever. Most of 
them have sown l)han on their Indigo lands^ and very little, if any, 
Indigo beyond tlie Kartic Crop has yet been sown. There appears not 
the slightest j)rospect of improvement in this Factory. I have repeat- 
edly pointed out lo the llyots (but with no success) the folly of their 
comliict in not working out their advances, thereby incurring the tem- 
porary loss of their liberty and their reduction to beggary, and that a 
Commission has been appointed to enquire into the present system of 
Indigo contracts and cultivat ion, and that the result is sure to be attend- 
ed witli heneiit to themselves (the llyots). 

0. The number of broach of contract cases instituted in this Court 
has been sornewliat limited. Mr. Sniitli of Katouliq (as will be seen from 
his deposition in Case No. 5^) made but few cash advances, and Mr. Sibbald 
has not had, nor is likely to have occasion to institute such suits. It 
appears tliat Mr, Tripp^s eases are being decided by a Deputy Magis- 
trate of Puhna ; so that there remain only the cases of the Ruttunpore 
Factory wliicb, however, promise to he very many. 


Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India, in 
tlie Home Department. 

By Order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 

II. BELL, 

Fort WiLLiA^r, Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 

The May ISCO.J 


From A. R. Yovng, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 2754, dated the 
26th May 1860.) 

Sin, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 17, 
dated the 22nd instant, submitting, with your remarks, the Magistrate 
of Nuddea^s twelfth Weekly Report on the state of the Indigo Districts. 

2. The very large number of Civil suits for breach of contract 
(about 2,000) reported by Mr. Herschel, cannot be decided within a 
retisonable time by the Magistrate and his Assistants, and Deputy 
Magistrates, without stopping all the proper Magisterial and all the 
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Revenue business of the District of Nuddea^ which these Officers have 
to conduct. And as the sowing season is now closed, the disposal of 
these Civil suits can have no effect on the season^s sowings, and lias 
become now, therefore, in every point of view a mere matter of ordinary 
Civil judicial business. 

8. It is very desirable, however, that the Plaintiffs, Avhose claims are 
good, should, if possible, obtain decrees and execution by the time they 
would have realized the ])rice of their manufactured* Indigo, if the 
Defendants had provided tliern with the Plant. But as there is no ap- 
peal in these cases, which are in their nature Civil suits, sometimes in- 
volving points of difficulty, it is very undesirable that the additional 
strength to be given for ilic above purpose should be given in the form 
of Officers inexperienced in such business. 

4. The Lieutenant-Oovernor desires, therefore, that the Suh-Di vi- 
sional Officers and the Staff of the Magistrate and C()lle(;ior at the 
Station of Niiddea will henceforth apply themselves exclusively to their 
regular Magisterial and lie venue duties, inclusive of the trial of eases 
under the Penal Clauses of the Indigo Act. For the dis])osal of the 
breach of contract (?ases under that Act, two selected Principal Sudder 
Ameens will be immediately sent to the District, and vested with 
Magisterial powers therein, which they will exercise only in the trial 
of the Civil Suits in question. Mr. Davidson, Princi})al Sudder Ameen 
of Midnapore, and Mr. Bell, Additional Principal Sudder Ameen of the 
24-Perguiinahs, have been appointed for this purpose. If necessary, a 
third Principal Sudder Ameen will be appointed in the same manner. 
The Judge will also be vested with the same powers, for the same 
exclusive purpose; and Mr. Herschel liimself, the Magistrate, will also 
give any time he may be able to spare to the suits, and will retain the 
duty of allotting them amongst the Officers empowered to try them. 
The two Principal Sudder Ameens will be sent under his order to such 
places as may be most convenient for Suitors. By this means the proper 
as well as speedy trial of these Civil cases will be better provided for 
even than heretofore ; whilst the important regular work of the District 
will no longer be interrupted. 

6. The Lieutenant-Governor does not think it would be well to make 
over these trials, as you propose, to Sudder Ameens or Moonsiff. He 
has BO doubt that they would be properly tried by selected Moonsiffs ; 
but as there is no appeal from the decisions, he does not think it would 
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he right to give powers under the Law to Officers of lower position in 
the Official scale than those in the contemplation of the Legislature when 
it passed the Law, namely, Magistrates^ Assistants to Magistrates and 
Deputy Magistrates. On the other hand, vesting a Judge and selected 
Principal Sudder Ameens with the Civil powers granted by the Act 
(the summary procedure remaining of course exactly what it was) is 
unobjectionable in every point of view. 

C. As the existing Law is only temporary, and will indeed become 
inoperative in a few months, the Lieutenant-Governor does not consider 
it advisable to appl^ to the Legislature to amend it. No more Joint 
Magistrates or qualified Deputy Magistrates can be spared, the want of 
such Officers being now extreme. But it has been ascertained from the 
Sudder Court that two, or if necessary, three Principal Sudder Ameens 
can be spared ; and the duty could not be entrusted to better hands, 

7. Orders will be issued on your recommendation for the with- 
drawal of the Lahore Light Horse. 


From A. ll. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to A. 
Davidson, Esq., Principal Sudder Ameen of Midnapore, — (No. 2734f, 
dated the 2Gth May 18(50.) 

Sill, 

1 AM directed to inform you that the Lieutenant-Governor 
has been pleased to vest yon with the full powers of a Magistrate in 
the District of Nuddea, for the purpose of trying by summary process 
complaints of breach of Indigo contracts under Act XI. of 1860. 

2. You will be so good as to proceed to Kishnaghur with all practi- 
cable despatch. 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to J. S. 
Bell, Esq., Additional Principal Sudder Ameen of the 24!-Porgunnahs, 
— (No. 2735, dated the 26th May 1860.) 

Sill, 

I AM directed to inform you that the Lieutenant-Governor 
has been pleased to vest you with the full powers of a Magistrate in 
the District of Nuddea, fer the purpose of trying by summary process 
complaints of breach of Indigo contracts under Act XI. of I860. 
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2. You will be so good as to proceed to Kislinagbur with all practi- 
cable despatch. 

No. 2730. 

Copy forwarded to the Commissioner of Nuddca for information. 

No. 2737. 

Copy forwarded to the Magistrate of Niiddea for information. 


From A. H. Yotjttg, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to * 
P. 0. E. Tayloe, Esq., Officiating Judge of#Nuddea, — (No. 2798, 
dated the 26th May 1860.) 

SlE, 

I AM directed to inform you that the Licutcnant-Oovernor 
has been pleased to vest you with tlie powers of a Magistrate in the 
District of Nuddea, for the purpose of trying by summary process com- 
plaints of breach of Indigo contracts under Act XI, of 1860. 


No. 2799. 

Copy forwarded to the Commissioner of Nuddea for information. 


From A. Tt YorKO, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
Captain 0. J. Travees, Commandant, Lahore Light ITorso, — (No. 
2755, dated the 26th May 1860.) 

Sir, 

The Lieutenant-Governor having been informed by the 
Local Civil Authorities that the presence of the Lahore Liglit Horse 
is no longer required in the Nuddea and Jessoro Di.striets, I am 
directed to request that, on receipt of these orders, you will be so good 
as to return with the men under your Command to the Ilead- 
Quarters of the Corps at Dum-Dum. 


From A. It. Yotjng, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, Military Depart- 
ment,— (No. 2748, dated the 26th May 1860.) 

Sir, 

With reference to my letter No. 1148, dated the 21lh of 
March last, I am directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to forward 
for the information of the Government of India, the aecompanyinfc 
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copy of a letter whicli lias this day been addressed to the Commandant 
of the Lahore Lig^ht Horse, dispensing with the further presence 
of that Corps in Nuddea and Jessore. 


Fixim E. II. L I'RiirNOTON, Esq., Officiating Commlssionor of llie Kuddea 
Division, to the Secretary to the Goveriiiuent of Bengal, — (No. 50, 
dated the 8th June 1800.) 

Sir, 

On the appointment of the two Principal Sadder Amcens to 
the District of Niiddaa to try breach of contract cases, I considered 
it would be expedient if tliey Ixdng stationed at Damoorhoodah were 
also directed to take up such eases from the Jessore District, bordering 
on iliat part of the Country, and I accordingly asked Mr. Molony’s 
opinion on the subject. In rcjdy lie agrees with me that this plan is 
the best that can be adopted, and proposes to transfer all cases wbich 
are pefiding or may occur in the Concerns of Lokcnatlipore, Goldar 
and Katclicckatta, to the Sj^ccial Officers for decision, as the convenience 
of this arrangement will bo felt liy both the Plantci’s and the llyots owing 
to Damoorhoodah being so much nearer to these (Concerns than Jessore. 

2. Under those circumstances, I solicit tlie Lieutenant-Governor to 
iuv^cst Messrs. Bell and Davidson with powers of a Magistrate to he 
exercised in Jessore also, and to jiermit mo to direct the Magistrate, 
as in Kisnaghur, to make over to them whatever cases of broach of 
contract he may think proper. 


From A. R. YorNO, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
A. Davidson, Esq., and J. S. Bell, Esq., Nuddea, -~(No»s. 3162 & 3163, 
dated the 14th June I860,) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to inform you that the Lieutenant-Governor 
has been pleased to vest you with the full powers of a Magistrate in the 
District of Jessore also, for the purpose of trying by summary process 
complaints of breach of Indigo contracts under Act XI. of 1860. 


No. 3164. 

Copy forwarded to the OflBciating Commissioner of Nuddea for 
information, with reference to his letter No, 50 of the 8th instant. 
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From E. 11. Lusittnoton, Esq., OlHciaiiiig Commissioner of the Niidcloa 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 23, dated 
the 23r(l May 1800.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to submit the accompanying Report, in ori- 
ginal, from the Magistrate of Jessore, received since the despatch of my 
letter No. 17 of yestevday^s date. 

2. The Ineutenant-Govenior Avill doubtless be glad to notice what 
comparatively very little occasion there has been to work Act XI. of 
iS(iO in Jessore. 

3. I have looked through some of the decisions by Mr. Molony 
under that Law, and regret that they do not appear so thorouglily pre- 
pared as tliey ought to have been. Since then, Iiowiwcr, general in- 
structions have been issued requiring accurate and well considered pro- 
ceedings in these cases, wliich arc doubtless now being carefully observed 
by Mr. Moleny. 


From E. W. MoloN’V, E^q., Magistrate of Jessore, to the Otheiating 
Commissioner of tlio Nuddoa Division, — (No. 91, dated the 21st May 
ISGO.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that during the present week 
nothing of any importance has transpired. There has been no sowing 
rain, in consequence of which the sowings of the Sindoorce Concern 
have not yet been finished. 

2. The annexed Memorandum prejiared in conformity with the 
iiistruetious contained in your letter No. 85Ct., da^^jd the llth 
instant, will show you the results of the administration, of the new 
Law, and as all the Records are forwarded to your Office you will be 
accpiainted with the manner and principles on which the cases are 
decided. 

3. I hope to bo able to finish all the remaining cases that have been 

or will be instituted by the end of this week, except 
* 3 in number. ill instances* in which the Defendants have 
absconded, and in those in which the Defendants are 


in Jail at Jessore. 
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Memorandum showing the total mmber of persone in Jail in caeee adgndu 
cated under the new Law, 


CUIMINAL, 

Civil. 

Remaiiks. 

For intimi- 
dation. 

For destruction 
of Indigo. 

For Breach of 
Contract. 

0 

]i. 

1 

1 

111 

-I 

Out of 111 persons 
eighty- five were released 
on voluntary payment of 
damages, and six were 
released on Mochulka 
with specific orders to 
fulfil their contract, and 
twenty persons are con- 
fined in the Civil Jail on 
account of the non-pay- 
ment of damages. 


E, W. Molony, 

Magidrate, 


From E. II. Lusuinoton, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 33, dated 
the 29th May 1860.) 

Sii^ 


I HAVE the honor to submit the thirteenth Report,* in original, 

from the Officiating Magistrate of Nuddea, on the 
\\ ith enclosure. Indigo District. 

2. I trust that in the whole the Lieutenant-Governor will consider 
the Report satisfactory. It is a great source of congratulation that fair 
and equitable damages are now being generally assessed throughout the 
District. The Table which accompanies the Report will show to the 
Lieutenant-Governor the careful investigation and great pains taken by 
Mr. Herschel to arrive at a correct result. No revision of the past high 
rates could, I think, be made without an alteration of the Law, and I 
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am quite unable to form any idea of what would be the number of 
persons likely to benefit by it. 

3. With advertence to Mr. HerschePs 9th paragraph, I have to 
observe, that I understand a Planter also ealls those his Nizabad lands 
which actually form parts of the holdings of his Ryots, and out of which 
holdings he is in the habit of marking a portion of land every year to 
be set apart for the cultivation of Indigo by the Factory. Many Ryots 
instead of having kept these lands apart have sown them down with 
paddy; and the question has arisen whether this paddy cannot be 
attached under Section II. of Act XI., but I am of opinion that it 
cannot, because the lands to be cultivated with Indigo have not been 
defined by the agreement between the Planter and the Ryots. The 
rights and interests of these parties regarding right of ejectment 
from, and occupancy of these lands are duly provided for in Act X. 
of 18G0. 

4. The number of suits likely to be instituted will, I expect, be 
greatly in excess of tliat anticipated by Mr. Ilcrschel. In consequence 
of Mr. MacLean having stopped the institution of suits for two or three 
days at Damoorhoodah owing to his want of hands to write the orders, 
the Returns now submHted do not show a correct result. When all 
hope of sowings has passed away every Ryot under advances who has 
not sown will most likely be sued, and tliougli many of these cases may 
be thrown out they will still all require time and investigation. 

5. During the past week I visited Damoorhoodah and saw a very 
largo concourse bf Ryots, but though I talked with them very long, and 
felt satisfied, they were thoroughly acquainted with their position, they 
always ended with one answer, we are quite unable to sow.^* 

G. I enclose for the Lieutenant-Governor’s perusal a letter I ad- 
dressed the Magistrates, which will, T trust, have the cfTect of promot- 
ing the despatch of suits and securing the best possible price for dis- 
trained property. 

7. With regard to Mr. Mackenzie, I thought it better he should still 
continue to discharge his duties at Hdut Bauleah. Any change at the 
present time is greatly to be deprecated as giving rise to all sorts of false 
reports and rumours, besides Mr. Mackenzie is a painstaking Officer, and 
will, I feel sure, discharge his duty with much greater carefulness now 
that he thoroughly understands what is expected of him, 

111 
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TMrkeM IFceH// Uoport on (he date of the Indigo Bistricts in Zillafi 
Niiddea^ from 30 /A to Mag 1860. 

Tiiehij has boon no disturbance during the week worth bringing to 
notice. The District being generally much more quiet. Cattle trespass 
and ordinary crimes unconnected with Indigo are increasing. I note 
tlie latter foct as a sign of the Return of the Zillah to a calmer 
state. 

2. There has been no symptom of any unusual ditficulty in securing 
the ])eax!eable cultivation of tlie Indigo now growing, though I am 
prepared to hear of its arising when the weeding season comes. 

The very great reduction made in the amount of damages decreed 
lately compels tlie siiggcslion that the same Court which on insufEcieut 
evidence assessed tlie Ryot so heavily should have power, on the motion 
of the ]tv< t, to revise its judgment. I would allow the Planter fifteen 
days io settle the case with the Plaintiff, and if not settled require him 
to put ill a written statement of how mucli he would refund, and if 
roje(!ted )>y tlie Plaintiff in Court, try the case afresh as to damages and 
saddle the losing party with the costs, and according as the sum decreed 
was above or btdow the amount offered, add or deduct double the 
differeiu’e. I omdose a Statement of the damages claimed in the Village 
of Ellanghec by Mr. Clarke of Klialboaleah before myself. It is made 
up by the Plaintilf himself from liis own lujoks which he has to produce 
in Court uilh it. With the sole exception of discount, tlie items are 
nominally tlui sa.me as those on whiclx he founded his former claim of 
Rupees 3 ‘3 jier-bei'gah. 

4. In my last, I find that I stated that the damages varied from 
4 Rupees to 21 Rupees per beegah on the calculation last mentioned. 
This was a mistake. Those damages were on cases decided on the 
former principle, the accounts of which were being made up at the time. 
On enquiry into the cause of such an extraordinary variation in one 
Village, I find (see the examinations in the cases sent up this day) 
that these heavy penalties fall on those cultivators who by collusion 
with the Fact 01 y Oinlah last year obtained heavy entries of leaf in 
their own favor. 

6* From Mr. Platts I hear that the damages under the five year 
average system have fallen in his Court to 1 Rupees and Rupees 4-8 
per beegah. 
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G. The number of Prisoners is decreasing fast, the total number 
of all classes in Jail yesterday having been exactly 500, viz : — 


Daily JReport of Drisoners, 


Date. 1 

Under old Law. 

Numbkrof Prisoners 

UNDKR NEW LavV. 

Total, 

Breach of 
Contract. 

Destroying 

Indigo, 

Intimida- 

tion. 

27th May ISGO. ... 

1G7 

2G1 

58 

1 

It 

363 

Under old Law 

... 

... 

... 

... 

137 

Grand Total 



... 


500 


7. The Form called for in your letter No- 27, dated the 21st 
instant, cannot unfortunately be sent up with the present Weekly 
Report, so that I can only continue the old Form as Ibllows : — 



Number of Defen- 
dants released on 
payment of da- 
mages without 
going to Jail. 

Total number of 
damages realized 
by sale. 

Total amount of 
damages realized 
by voluntary 
payment. 

Remarks, 

Magistrate 

3 

0 0 0 

279 2 0 


Assistant Magistrate, Damoor- 





hoodah 

9 

12 8 3 

1051 5 0 


Joint Magistrate, Bongong ... 

0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 


Deputy Magistrate, Kurreem- 





pore 

0 j 

05 8 1. 

63 13 3 


Deputy Magistrate, Mr. W. 





L. Mackenzie 

Not received yet. j 



8. There will be a day or two’s delay in compiling the aggregate 
Statement on your new Form for the whole of the operations preceding 
the present week, which I have called for in completion oi* that for 
the week itself. 

9, A Report has been called for by Government on the rjucstion of 
Nizabad lands. I regret that I cannot add to the information already 
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given in my eleventh Weekly, The land is occupied by the llyot 
till the Planter Zemindar dispossess him of it. The Planter urges that 
the llyot is an Ootbundee Uyot or Tenant at will, and the Ryot urges 
that as he was in occupation, he ought not to have been turned out. 
The case before our Courts are only ^r possession, and in the one before 
myself it was clear that at the time of complaint the Planter had been 
in possession so long as to bar the case. The merits of the case can 
only be tried in the Collectorate where I have not yet had any cases. 

10. I annex a Statement of cases pending on Saturday last in the 
whole Zillah under Act XI. of 1860 ; — 


Before 

Breach of 
Contract. 

Intimidation. 

Destruction 
of Indigo 

Total. 

Magistrate 

CO 

0 1 

2 

62 

Assistant Magistrate, Daraoorhoodah 

511 

0 

0 

511 

Joint Magistrate, Bongong 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Deputy Magistrate, Kurreeinporc ... 

6 

6 

1 ! 

13 

Deputy Magistrate, Mr. Mackenzie ^ 

171 

0 

0 

171 

Grand Total 

750 

1 “ 

3 

759 


1], My own cases are, with two exceptions, duiposed of, and on 
Thursday next, after clearing off a few arrears into which I fear I have 
fallen, I shall resume charge of the Collectorate. 

^ 12. I can form no estimate of the number of Ryots still to be sued 
for actual breach of contract, but I doubt whether they will be more 
than double the number already on the file as I feel sure that a closer 
scrutiny into the documentary proofs offered must cause the rejection 
of more than hitherto. 

13. In reply to the Report called for regarding Mr. Mackenzie in 
your Memorandum No. 30, I regret that I cannot give further inform- 
ation than what I have derived from the Petitions* presented to me, 
which have not deserved more open notice than those against any 
other Officer in the District. The mistake for which I recalled him 
is shown in the accompanying correspondence. His decisions in cases 
are all revised by yourself. 
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From W. J. TrEJiRCUBL, Fsq., Officiatinj^ Magistrato of NiaUloa, to W, L, 
Ma<ik 1 ':\zib, Ks(^, Deputy Magistrate of Baulcah, — (No, 352, dated 
the 16th May l8G0.) 

Sill, 

I HAVE to acknowledge receipt of your reply to tlie Petition 
of Azoo Muticlul, sent to you for the purpose of obtaining report as to the 
tenure of certain lands, and giving you certain instructions which you 
might not have received hitherto. I regret to see tlmt you have taken 
oilence at the ])resentation of this Petition. My order, if you Avill 
look at it calmly, makes no reference to wliat you term the InucmlueH 
l>ut forward by the llyots, and it was therefore below your dignity to 
notice them. 

2. By further expressing not only your own, but Mr. Tripp’s sur- 
prize at this 'umeuilooHy you have shown a sensitiveness of fueling on 
behalf of one of the parties, which your better judgment should have 
controlled. 1 desire that you will make over the cases ])ending before 
you to Mr. MacLean, and return yourself to this Station for further 
orders. 


From F. IT. Lijsuxxotox, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of tiu* Nuddoa 
Division, to the Otlieiating Magistrate of Nuddoa, — (No. 51, dated the 
25th May 1860.) 

Sill, 

In modification of previous instructions, I request you will 
permit Indigo Planters, when suing for breach of contract under Act 
XI. to include as many Defendants as they please in one Petition, pro- 
vided that the evidence against all the Defendants is precisely of the 
same character. 

2. It appears to me that where twenty Ryots are stated to have 
gone to the Factory, on the same day, and verbally consented to cul- 
tivate Indigo and received their advances in the pr#ence of the same 
witnesses at the same tirtie, there can be no object in compelling the 
Planter to go to the expense of four separate stamped Petitions, as 1 
believe the practice is now. The change now directed to be followed 
will also bring much relief to yourself and your subordinates by materi- 
ally decreasing the number of depositions to be placed on record. It 
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IS not intended however that this permission to sue a numhor of De- 
fendants tog^ether should he extended to cases of breach of coiilraet 
founded on written a <^reern on ts. 

3. In communicating these instructions to the Planters, they should 
be warned that if the evidence is found to be false or incorrect as re- 
gards only one of the Defendants in the case, such for instance, as liis 
being proved to be dead some time ago, though the witnesses swear 
that subsequent to that event they had put the advances into his hands, 
the Magistrate trjBfg the case would naturally look upon the same 
evidence with great suspicion as regards the other Defendants, and his 
doubts might bo so strong as to lead him to acquit them all. 

4, Mr. MacLcan, whom I saw at Damoorhoodah yesterday, is already 
prepared to act according to the above instructions, and Messrs. Por- 
long, Hills, Newcomen, Taylor and Tweedie, Indigo Planters, who 
were also there admitted that if a case was dismissed under such circum- 
stances the Older would be a fair one. 


5. On looking over several cases under Act XT., no proper or fixed 
practice appears to have been observed in tlie enforcement of de- 
crees. The ibllowiiig would, I think, bo the proper course to follow, 
Ihtmediaidf/ a decree is given, the Plaintiff should aj)ply in writing on 
plain l>aper for its enforcement, entering in Ids application a list of the 


Section CC^XII. 
Ditto XIJl. 
Ditto MV. 


Defendant's property, or else applying for a general 
attachment of the defendants moveable property 
wliercver it can be i'ound suflleient to cover the 


amount of the damages. The Naib Nazir or selling Officer should then 
be appointed to carry out without delay the at tacliment of the ])roj)erty ; 
and to make it over to some ]>roper person in the Village under a 
guarantee to produce it at the time of sale. If however nobody should be 
found who would take upon himself this trust, a Peon should be put in 
charge of the house, and oilier immoveable property, but the cattle should 
be driven to the Sudder of the Deputy Magistrate where they should 
be properly cared for till the day of sale. 

6. I am induced to issue t]^ese orders with regard to the cattle, be- 
cause I feel pretty certain in the present temper of the Ryots, and the 
great number of attachments which are lik^ to be made, that if the 
cattle are left in the Village there will be many cases in which the 
Defendants or their friends will either forcibly take them H^ray, or cause 
them to be not forthcoming, and thereby occasion a very material addition 
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to the work the Magisterial Oflicers have now in hand. Two other 
desirable objects will be secured by this arrrangement. Firstly, the Plain- 
tiff will be more likely to realize the amount of his decree ; and secondly, 
the cattle of the Defendants will not be so likely to be sold below their 
proper value^ as they have already reported to have been ; this would of 
course directly add to the means of the Ryot paying up his damages in 
full, and to his sooner obtaining his discharge from the decree. 

7. All expenses attending attachments and sale must be charged to 
the Defendant, 

PouwAiiDED to the Magistrate of Jessore for his information and 
guidance. 


No. 3087. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India in 
the Home Department. 

By Order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
H. BELL, 

Fort Wilt jam, “) Under •Secretary to the Government of Bcuyal, 

The VZih June 18G0. J 


From A. R. Yotoo, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Cominissioiier of the Nudclca Division, — (No. 3037, dated 
the 9th June 1800.) 

Sm, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. S3, 
dated the 29th ultimo, submitting, with your remarks, the Magistrate 
of Nuddea^s thirteenth Weekly Report on the state of his District. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor does not quite understand the Table 
of damages submitted Mr. Ilerschel, and is unable to form any 
opinion in regard to the hiirness of the rates it lays down. The revision of 
rates on whiA previous decisions have been based, which is suggested by 
ISIr, IIei*schel, cannot take place as this is not provided for by tlie Law. 
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3. lu the last paragraph of his Report, the Magistrate refers to an 

accompanying correspondence with Mr, 

# Mr. TTerscliel’s letter No. 352, (lilt od ^ * a r-\p \ ^ i 

the ifith ultimo, to tbe address of Mr, Mackenzie. Of this howcver only one 

JMackenzio. ])aper* was received with your letter. 

You will be so good as to submit the other papers which should have 


accompanied it^ without delay. 

4. The Lieutenant-Governor a]>provcs of the instructions issued by 
you to the Magistrates, of which mention is made in your 6th paragraph. 


From E. 11. Lttsiitncton, Esq., OfTiciating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 37, 
dated the 31st May 1860.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter No. 33, dated the 29th instant, 
I have the honor to submit the .accompanying Report, in original, from 
the Magistrate of Jessoro, on the state of his District, in regard to 
Indigo disputes during the past week. 


From E. W. Motion y, Esq., Magistrate of Jessorc, to the OfTiciating 
Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No, 130, dated the 29th 
May 1860.) 

Sir, 

During the past week nothing of importance has occurred. 
The cases of sixteen persons for breach of contract have been decided 
under the new Act. The results of which are shown in the Statement 
annexed. The records have been duly forwarded for your perusal. 

It has not been found necessary to resort to sale in any case as yet for 
the realization of the damages assessed, 

I am glad to say that I think even now there will be sowings in 
some of the Villages which have hitherto obstinately held out, and 
that there will not be much necessity on the part of the Planters to 
resort further to the summary process of the new Law. 


112 
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Meniorahdtim aJumung the total nnmher of persona hi Jail in cases aJjudi* 
cated under the new Law in the week ending 2Qt/i Mag 18C0. 


Criminal. 

Civil. 

Kemaeks. 

[For intiniida- 
tiou. 

1 For destruction 
of Indigo. 

For Breach of 
Contract. 

0 

i 14 

1 

7 

fOut of thirt 3 -six persons, fwenty-six were 

1 released on voUmtarj’^ payment of damaf^is. 

1 Thr(io wore released on inoclmlka, with 
^ specific orders to fulfil their contract, 
j and seven persons are imprisoned in tlio 

1 1 Civil Jail on account non-payment of 
damaj^es. 


E. W. Molony, 

Ji':ysoKE Magistrate's Office ; "1 Magistrate. 

Camp ManicJ'dne, > 

Themh Mag ISGO. ) 

From E H. LirsniNaTON, Esq., Ofliciating Commissioner of tlie Nudclea 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 39, 
dated the 5th June 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to submit, in original, for the information of 
the Lieuirnant-Governor, the fourteenth Weekly Report of the state of 
the Indigo Districts in Zillah Nuddea. 

2. The remark of the Magistrate, in the 4th paragraph, as to when 
the Jail will become clear again, is founded on the assumption that the 
Ryots will in all new cases pay up the damages assessed for breach of 
contract ; I have no doubt that many will do so, now that the damages 
are fairly calculated, but it is not to be expected that this will be the 
case with all. 

3. As soon as the two Principal Sudder Ameens arrive, arrange- 
ments will be immediately made for their taking up contract cases, and 
the District Officers reverting, as directed in your letter No. 2754, dated 
26th ultimo, to their regular duties. I am not yet in a position to say 
whether a third Principal Sudder Ameen will be absolutely necessary, 
though I think the most likely will be required. 

4. As the time for sowings is now over, and the District no longer 
in a state of excitement, I purpose, with the Lieutenant-Governor's 
permission, confining the Weekly Reports to the number of cases in- 
stituted and disposed of under Act XI. 
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No. 890. 

Fourteenth Weekly Report of the date of Indigo Districts in Zillah Nad- 
dea, front ’^Ith May to %nd June 18G0 

There is nothing to report this week. The District is very quiet, 
2. The following is the number of Prisoners in the Jail now : — 


Daily Report of Prisoners. 


Date. 

Under 
old Laws. 

Prisoners under new Law. 

Remarks of Column 8, 
released from 28th 
May to 2iid June. 

Breach of 
Contract. 

Destroying 

Indigo. 

Intimida- 

tion, 

Total. 

2nd J une 

122 

158 

71 

1 

35 1 

201 

100 released on pay- 
ment of damages. 
Fifteen on appeal. 

On expiry of sentence. 

Under old Laws 

Grand Total 

]22 

3SG 


The above will” tally with the Statement given last week for the 27lh 
May by mistake for the 26th. 

8. Nothing but cattle trespass has been brought to my notice 
during this A^ek, 


4, The following Table shows the further payments to be expected, 
and the time two and half months hence’, when the Jail may be expect- 
ed to be clear again : — 


Period. 

No. of persons. 

3 Months. 

12 

2i Ditto. 

65 

2 Ditto. 

78 

14 Ditto. 

9 

1 Ditto. 


15 Days. 

S 


Total ... 175 onthclstof June. 
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Oftlicsel75j cii>lity-two intend to pay up. The remainder ninety- 
three intend to serve out their term of imprisonment. 


AV. J. IIei^scuel, 
Officiating Magistrate, 


No. 30S0. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India in 
the Home Department. 


By Order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 

H. BELL, 


EoiiT Wii.LiAm, A Under- Secretary to the Gorenvment Bengal, 
The \%tU June 1800. ) 


From A. R. YoirNO, Esq., Secretary to the Govennnont of Bengal, to tlie 
Ofllciating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 8112, dated the 
12th J uue 1800.) 

SlE, 

With reference to paragraph 0 of your predecessor’s letter No* 
lOOCt., dated the 18th April last, I am directed to request that you will 
submit at your earliest convenience A I'oport of tlie result of the case 
therein referred to in which the Darogah of Thainuili Bagdah appreliend- 
ed some of the Narainporc Ryots at the instance of tln^Gomastah of 
the Elasmari Indigo Factory, and which led to a disturbance endino' in 
the rescue of the arrested parlies. 

You will observe that Mr. Grote deferred passing his opinion on the 
Darogah’s conduct till he had seen the record of the case. 


From E. H. Lirsni::^trroN, Esq,, Otilciatiug Commissioner of the Niichlea 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 187Ct. 
dated the 21st July 1860.) 

Sir, 

In rei)ly to your letter No. 3113, dated 12th ultimo, I have 
the honor to report that, after full enquiry by Mr. McNeile, the charge 
against the Darogah of Thannah Dagdah of a 2 >prehending some of the 
Narainpore Ryots at the instance of the Gomastah of the Elasmari 
Indigo factory was not established. 
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2. From circumstances, however, which were brought to the notice 
of Mr. Ilerscliel, who also examined into the case above mentioned, tliat 
Oflicer was quite satisfied that the Daro^ah^s continued employment in 
that Thannah would be highly olqecti enable, and arrangements were 
accordingly under consideration when Mr. Ilerscliel last wrote for his 
removal to another part of the District. Pending their completion, the 
Darogah was retained under suspension at Head- Quarters. 

3. The Magistrate has been directed to keep a strict watch over this 
Police Officer’s future proceedings. 


From E. H. LusiiiNOTO-Nr, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Xuddea 
Dhision, to W. Mohan, Esq., — (dated the 27th July 18{>0.) 

My Deah Sir, 

By the desire of the Lieutenant-Governor I beg to make to 
you the following communication with reference to your late corres- 
pondence with Mr. Young regarding the refusal of Ryots to allow the 
Planter to cut Indigo they had grown. Enclosed is a copy of the 
Advocate- General’s Opinion the Lieutenant-Governor has caused to bo 
taken on the general question. 

It ajipcars to the Lieutenant-Governor that, in all eases in whiclx 
there has been a contract, and an advance of cash, however small, the 
Planter accordingly to this opinion has a practical remedy open to him. 
If he brings a suit under Act XI. and proves his case, he will obtain an 
immediate decree for damages, ami sjyecijic performance, lie should press 
for a decree for specific performance. After having obtained such a 
decree, as the Lieutenant-Governor understands the first part of this 
Opinion, the Planter can go upon the ground and take the Plant off, 
being protected by the Magistrate from forcible interference on the part 
of the Ryot. 

In cases in which there has been no cash advance whatever, the Law 
can do nothing. But in suclx cases it is to be hoped that Ryots, if 
reasoixably dealt with, will not bo so unreasonable as to sacrifice their 
Ci’op for nothing rather than sell it to the Planter at a fair price. In the 
supposed case, howevei’, as the Crop is wholly the Ryot’s and he has not 
yet received any part of the price of it, it seems to the Lieutenant- 
Governor that the Planter should 1)c prepared to offer a fair price for it 
in cash. But this is for himself and the Ryot to arrange. 
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1 may mention in conclusion that I have desired Mr. Molony to make 
immediate arrangements for proceeding to Magoorah, and that a strong 
party of Military Police has in all probability already arrived there. 


From E. II. LirsHmoToif, Esq., OiRciating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to tlio Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 108, 
dated the 27th July 1860.) 

Sill, 

I HAVE the honor to submit, for the information of the Lieu- 
# July tenaiit-Governor, the accompanying copies of two 

letters. Nos. 235* and 252,t from the Mao^istrate 
” of Jessore, regarding the determination of some of 

the Ryots to withhold delivery of the Indigo Croj), 

2. In reply to Mr. Moloiiy^s first letter, I begged be would make 
immediate arrangements for proceeding himself to Magoorah, and I also 
personally communicated with the Officiating Inspector of Military Police 
Battalions to strengthen the Military Police Force at Jessore, by sending 
a party of 100 or 150 men from the Battalion now at Kislinaghur where 
they can be easily spared. Lieutenant Howard’s Detac|^ment, who have 
by this time arrived at Magoorah, will remain there until further 
orders, 

3. With reference to Mr. Molony’s second letter, I have already sent 
to him the last Opinion of the Advocate- General on Act XI., and by 
to-day’s Post I shall forward, for his information and guidance, a copy 
of a demi-official letter I have addressed to Mr. Moran, under the imme- 
diate orders of the Lieutenant-Governor, on the construction to be put 
on Mr. Ritchie’s Opinion, and in which he has verbally expressed his 
full concurrence. 

k With regard to Mr. Molony’s remarks regarding the cultivation 
of Indigo for Seed, my own impression is that the cultivators thoroughly 
understanding the signs of the times have determined not to cultivate a 
Crop for which there will certainly be a very reduced demand, but fear- 
ing to state this reason openly, they endeavor to screen their objections 
under cover of a report that Government have forbidden it under a 
penalty. Nothing should, I think, be done to contradict these rumours, 
except personal verbal denials of their truthfulness by the Magistrates 
whenever they think occasion requires it. 
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From E. W. Molony, Ebq., Magistrate of Jessore, to the CommUsioucr oftlie 
Nuddea Division, — (No. 235, dated the 21st July 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that I have received from Mr. 
Tayler information that considerable excitement prevails in his Sub- 
Division regarding the cutting of the Indigo Crop at present on the 
ground. 

2. As a precautionary measure, I have ordered Lieutenant Howard 
with his Detachment to proceed to Magoorah v'ui Jenidah, instead of 
coming direct on here, and I have directed Mr. Tayler to communicate 
with him at Jenidah if there is any necessity for his services at any 
point. 

' 3. The excitement is stated to have sliown itself in the borders of the 
Pubna District, North of the Koomar lliver, but doubtless there is a 
very restless feeling existing in the minds of all Indigo Ryots in tlie 
District. Magoorah is the most centrical position for the Planting Dis- 
tricts and the fittest spot to locate the Military Police. I have directed 
Messrs. Tayler and Mackenzie to make bi-wcokly Reports of anything 
that transpires, and the information shall be communicated to you in 
due course. 


From E. W. Molot^t, Esq., Magistrate of Jessorc, to the Commissioner of the 
Nuddea Division, — (No. 252, dated the 24th July 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to inform you, in continuation of my letter 
No. 235, dated the 21st instant, that I have as yet had no further ro])orts 
from Mr. Tayler. Lieuteuant Iloward^s Detachment will reach Magoorah 
probably the day after to-morrow, and I have requested him at once to 
detach a party under a Native Officer to Mr, Mackenzie’s Camp at 
Mullickpore. 

I have also requested the Sub-Divisional Officers to keep themselves 
in constant communication with me regarding the state of their several 
Divisions. 

Mr. Mackenzie is at present at Mullickpore, at which place the Ryots 
refuse to deliver the Plant to the Factory unless they are paid the full 
price (subject to no deductions) in cash. Some portion of the land is 
claimed by both parties, and this question will be decided to-day by Mr. 
Mackenzie under Act IV., 1840. For such portion as is alleged to have 
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1)0011 g^rowu under agreements^ the Planter has been referred to Act XL 
of 1860. 

When the party of Police arrive, there will bo an end to any •appre- 
hension of a breacli of tlie p(3aec at that particular place. I have recom- 
mended Mr. Mackenzie to bring about an amicable arrangement if pos- 
sible, for I am of opinion that, by that course, the general peace of the 
District will be best preserved and the interests of both parties served. 

I cannot report certainly upon the present state of affairs at Magoo- 
rah, but will do so on receipt of further information. The other parts of 
the District appear as yet to be undisturbed, but it is impossible to say 
how long they will remain so, as wherever there is Indigo, there can be 
no certainty that the existing relations will not be ignored by the Ryots 
in their present state of doubt and uncertainty. 

Rumours are afloat, as before reported to you, that the cultivation of 
Indigo Seed is prohibited by Government under the penalty, and I have 
not the least doubt that people generally are being set up to repudiate 
connection with the Factories and contract altogether. 

Mr, Skinner mentions that a Ryot spoke to him on this subject some 
days ago, when out riding, and appeared to be rejoiced when he was told 
that the rumours were without foundation. It is possible that I may 
find out some of the propagators of this rumour. Should I be successful, 
I will report the result. 


From A, R. Youno, Fsq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Ofticiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 3938, dated 
the 30th July 1860.) 

Sill, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
198, dated the 27th instant, forwarding copies of two communications 
from the Magistrate of Jessore, in which he reports that great excite- 
ment prevails among the Ryots of the Magoorah Sub-Division, relative 
to the cutting and delivery of the standing Indigo Crop, and that 
measures have been taken in consequence to prevent a breach of the 
peace. 

2, It appears to the Lieutenant-Governor that all proper steps have 
been taken in anticipation of this difficulty, in consequence of private in* 
formation received a few days ago. 
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8. The Advocate-General^s Opinion forwarded to you with my letter 
No. 8834, dated the 21st instant, sliews that, wherever an advance under 
contract to cultivate Indigo has been made, the Indigo Act affords the 
Planter a practical remedy in the matter of taking delivery of the grown 
Plant. The Lieutenant-Governor therefore considers that Mr. Molony’s 
instructions to Mr. Mackenzie on this point are quite proper and 
sufficient. 

4. The Lieutenant-Governor also approves of Mr. Molony^s instruc- 
tions for bringing about, wherever possible, an amicable arrangement. 
In all cases, the less litigation the better, and an amicable arrange- 
ment where neither party is under any obligation that can be legally 
enforced, if fair to both parties, must certainly be for the interest of 
both. Where there have been no advance and contract, the Planter 
should see that the Ryot has received as yet no part of the cost or of 
the price of his Croj), which is absolutely at his own disposal. The 
Ryot also should see that, even in this case, he has not practically on 
this occasion a choice of purchasers, and if both parties act reasonably, 
they will agree to fair terms much to the advantage of both. If the 
good offices of the Magistrate can be made to facilitate such arrange- 
ments, it will be for the general good to afiford them, and the Magis- 
trate who assists in such a satisfactory conclusion will perform good 
service. In any case, where there is no legal obligation, should either 
party finally persist in holding out against terms beyond which the other 
party finally refuses to go, the Magistrate can of course do nothing. 

No. 3939. 

Copy forwarded to the Commissioner of Rajshahye for information. 


From E. H. LusnuraTOiT, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, — (No. 203Ct., dated the 31st J uly 1860.) 

PouwAUDEB for the information of Government, in continuation of 
this Office letter No, 198Ct., dated 27th instant. 

From E. W. Sloioinr, Esq., Magistrate of Jessore, to the Officiating Com- 
missioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 268, dated the 27th July 
1860.) 

Sir, 

My letter of date the 24th instant will have apprised you of 
^hat is going on at Mullickpore, in the Sub-Division of Norail, and 

113 
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now/ in conformity with your iriBtruetions in your Memorandum 
No. 140, dated the 23rd instant, and letter No. 147, dated the 25th, 
I have the honor to report on tlie state of the Magoorah Sub-Division, 
as represented to me by Mr. Tayler. The Ryots are under the im- 
pression that they must bring forward some complaint against the 
Planters before the 30tli of July, or that they will be debarred from 
o1>taining any redress from the Government afterwards. It is of 
course quite impossible to say from whence this notion sprung, but it 
is probably the work ot underhand and designing ill-wishers to th% 
Indigo Planting cause. In consequence of this, some 100 Petitions, 
Mr. Tayler says, have been i)resented within the last three weeks, 
but proof of the alleged oppression has been brought forward in but 
few cases. The Planters arc very unwilling, and naturally so, to avail 
themselves of the new Act, and will not, I fancy, do so as long as 
any chance remains of thus getting the Plant by other means. Some 
compromises have been made, but Mr. Tayler says that they are the 
exception to the rule. I myself think with Mr. Tayler that tlie chief 
difficulty will bo found where European and Native Factories adjoin. 
Tliere is always a disposition on the part of the latter, especially those 
of small Holders, to obtain the Plant grown for the European by 
dishonest means, and this will be a very favorable time for such a 
practice to llourisli. Destruction of Indigo by the Villagers has been 
much complained of, Mr. Tayler says, but that for want of proofs 
the charges have generally fallen to the ground. It is also stated by 
the Planters that they are not able to take cattle to the Pound as 
they are always rescued. This, I think, highly probable, and in the 
present state of the Mofussil, it would be very difficult to adduce 
proofs, 

Mr. Tayler lias taken measures to be early informed of any intended 
affrays, so that he may take steps to put them down with the Military 
Police at his disposal. He states that there is some strong influence 
at work by which the Ryots are incited, and that they will not listen 
to what he says. This you will have no difficulty in imagining to be 
the case after their bearing at Damoorhoodah before you on the 24th 
of May, 

I shall make as early arrangements as possible to carry out your 
instructions to proceed to Magoorah, but I shall not be able to start 
before Tuesday or Wednesday. I may as well mention, with reference 
to the Ooveruincnt letter No, 3834 tg your address, of date the 2 1st 
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instant^ that Mr. Tayler is well aware of the fact ol his being bound 
to take cognizance of suits under Act XI. of 1860. The Petitions on 
which he passed orders for the preservation of the peace were not 
plaints under Act XI., 1860, 1 imagine. With reference to his pro- 
ceeding immediately to the spot, I do not think he has the means of 
doing so, nor, Magoorah being itself centrical and easy of access by 
water from all sides, am I of opinion that it would tend generally to 
the despatch of business. Since commencing this letter I have heard 
^om Mr. Mackenzie that his Division is quiet, with the exception of 
Mullickpore, and that there is a probability of affairs even there being 
amicably settled. 


From E. H. LnsuiNaTOK, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nudelea 
Division, to the Magistrate of Jessore, — (No. ISlCt , dated the 30th 
July 1860.) 

Sir, 

1 HAVE the honor of acknowledging the receipt of your letter 
No. 268, dated the 22nd instant, from which, so far as I can judge, 
Mr. Tayler appears to be efiicicutly discharging the dilficult duties 
of his position. 

2. No special measures, a.s*T have already said, can, I think, he 
taken to disabuse the Ryots of tlicse absurd notions, which, in some 
shape or another, appear to be constantly seizing their minds. The 
only course likely to raise confidence and restore calmness, and the one 
which I feel sure you and your Subordinates will steadily pursue, is to 
adhere carefully to the Laws with which all are more or less accpiainted, 
and to shew a readiness to explain any points to those who may 
wish it. 

3. I shall be obliged by your informing me more particularly re- 

garding the alleged destruction of Indigo by the Villagers.^' Does Mr. 
Tayler mean to sny by this that Villagers unconnected with the lands 
on which the Indigo is growing have been destroying the Croj), or 
only those Ryots on whose lands the Indigo Crops stood ? In the 
former instance, the persons concerned would be punished under Sec- 
tion VI. of Act XI, In the latter, the Ryots should be warned of the 
extreme folly of their conduct, and the Crop, if claimed by the Planter 
under Act XI., placed under the custody of the Police pending the 
ijlecision of the suit. • 
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4. With regard to the cases of Cattle Trespass, I should think, 
with the number of servants a Planter has at his command, he could 
find no difficulty in so arranging that not less than three or four per- 
sons should be employed in taking such cattle to the Pound. The 
evidence of these people in a case of rescue, if consistent and trustworthy, 
would be quite sufficient, apart from that of any Villagers, to justify 
the entertainment of a case of rescue under Section XIII., Act III. of 
1857, and the sentence authorized to be passed under that Section is so 
severe as to render it very unlikely that, after two or three convictiona| 
cases would continue to be as prevalent as they are now reported to be. 


From A. R. Yoraa, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 4038, dated the 
— August 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your Endorsement 
No. 203, dated the 81st ultimo, submitting copy of a correspondence with 
the Magistrate of Jessore, relative to the excitement said to prevail 
among the Indigo Ryots in the Sub-Divisions of Magoorah and Norail, 
and in reply to inform you that the Lieutenant-Governor approves of 
the instructions issued by you to Mr. Molony on the subject. 


From E. H. Lusitington, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, — (No. 204Ct., dated the 3rd August 1860. 

SuBMirrED for the information of Government, in continuation of this 
Office Memorandum No. 203, dated the 31st ultimo. 


From E. W. Molony, Esq., Magistrate of Jessore, to the Officiating Com- 
missioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 270, dated the 29th July 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that I have received further 
information from Messrs. Tayler and Mackenzie regarding their respec- 
tive Sub-Divisions. The former Officer does not report any interruption 
in the manufacturing, and is of opinion that things are looking more 
quiet than iihey were before. The Petitioners, ho says, have changed in 
their tone and now chiefly pray for protection from being made forcibly 
to take advances for next year’s sowings, I have litte doubt in my own 
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mind that this has been the object of the movement ; the Ryots wishing 
to show their feeling with regard to next yearns operations and to place 
a note of them on record in the Court. Mr. Tayler hopes to report still 
more favorably in a day or two. He is using his best endeavors to ex- 
plain to the Ryots the folly of refusing to deliver the Crop on the ground. 
He will decide the disputed question of possession of certain lands in 
Shiengram, under Act IV. of 1840, in the' course of to-morrcfw or next 
day. I am glad to say that the Mullickpore dispute, regarding the 
jProp, has been adjusted amicably. The Ryots are paid in cash and are 
busy cutting and delivering the Crop. Lieutenant Howard^s Detach- 
ment has arrived at Magoorah and thirty men and a Subadar have been 
sent on to Mr. Mackenzie's Camp, He is of opinion that there is not 
much fear of any further quarrels in his Division. 


From W. Grey, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Home Depart- 
ment, to A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal,— 
(No. 1434, dated the 3rd August 1860.) 

Sir, 

Several strong representations have reached the Governor 
General in Council regarding the risk of serious loss which is incurred 
by the Indigo Planters in some parts of Bengal, in consequence of the 
refusal of the Ryots to cut and carry the Plant now ready for manufac- 
ture. 

2. If any such representations have been made to the Lieutenant- 
Governor, or if His Honor has reason to suppose .that such a state of 
things has arisen, or is likely to arise in any part of the Indigo Dis- 
tricts, the Governor General in Council trusts that the Local Magis- 
trates will receive from His Honor such instructions as will lead them 
to use their good offices so far as may be consistent with their duty, and 
with justice to all parties concerned, in order to induce the Ryots to act 
up to the reasonable spirit of their agreements, and to fulfil all such 
obligations in connection with the||0[athering of the ripened Plant as, 
according to usage and in fairness, attach to them. By doing so a 
lamentable sacrifice of valuable property, which would entail loss alike 
upon the Planter and the Ryot, may possibly be averted. 

3. The Governor General in Council hopes that it is unnecessary to 
assure the Lieutenant-Governor that this communication is made under. 
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1)0 impression that there has been hitherto any omission on Ilis Honoris 
part to do every thing that is necessary in regard to the differences that 
have so unfortunately arisen between the Planter and the Ryot, but the 
matter here referred to being one which, if any thing is needed to be 
done, requires that action should be very prompt, His Excellency iii 
Council has thought it right to communicate to the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor the statements which have recently reached him, and to suggest a 
course which it occurs to him may be unobjectionably taken, if those 
statements should be well founded. 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to tlie Government of Bengal, to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department, — (No. 4059, 
dated tlie 4th August 1S60.) 

Sin, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
1431, dated the 3rd instant, and in reply to state, for the information of 
His Excellency the Governor General in Council, that, from two places 
only have any representations or reports reached the Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor of any symptoms of a refusal to cut and carry, or to allow to be 
cut and carried, the Indigo Plant now ready for manufacture j namely, 
from Mttiliekpore in the Norail Sub-Division, and the Sericolo Concern 
in the Magoorah Sub-Division, both in ^le District of Jessore, The 
first representation received was by a private communication from Mr. 
Moran to my address, dated the 19th ultimo, enclosing a letter from Mr. 
Roberts the general Manager of the Pubna and Jessore Factories of 
Messrs. Moran and Co., which stated that the Ryots of some Villages, 
instigated by the Talookdar, had been ordered to repudiate their engage- 
ments with the Factory, and not to allow the Factory to take off the 
Plant, under the false pretence that they had sown it themselves, and 
had never received advances or Seed from the Factory, Mr. Roberts 
wanted some " extraordinary^^ order to be given to the Magistrate, 
directing Inm to force the Ryots to deliver the Plant, or, as he put it, to 
perform their contracts. By the IH^uten ant- Governor's desire, Mr. 
Moran was informed in reply, that as the Ryots, truly or untruly, 
alleged that they had received no advances, every thing turned upon that 
question of fact ; that if the Ryots had received a cash advance on an 
agreement to cultivate this year, the fact must admit of easy proof, and 
if proved, decrees would follow immediately, with rapid execution, under 
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which the Ryots’ property and crops (including the Indigo Crop which 
the Factory might buy) would be answerable for the damages. The 
Lieutenant-Governor therefore counselled the immediate institution ot 
suits if the Jlyois really are under legal obligation to cultivate Indigo 
for the Factory,^* In that case, it was observed, the Law would afford 
complete practical redress, but illegal action was out of the question. 
Subsequently, the same advice was repeated, with an assurance that any 
necessary number of Officers would be sent to try the suits immediately, 
if instituted. If, on the other hand, the Ryots were under no legal 
obligations, the Lieutenant-Governor counselled coming to terms with 
them at once. The event has been that the Factory thought it most 
prudent not to file suits for fear of the consequences of failing in the 
proof of the fact in dispute. 

2. At the same time the Lieutenant-Governor thinking it probable 
that, in case of a decree for specific performance, the Magistrate might 
be able to deliver the subject of action itself to the Plaintiff, injmediately 
on pronouncing the decree, which would be the best and most rapid 
redress possible ; but not being sure, or having any authority to pro- 
nounce upon that legal point, referred the question to the Advocate- 
General, who gave the opinion upon it, which will be found enclosed, 
dated the 20th ultimo. This Opinion has been circulated for the in- 
formation and guidance of the Local Officers concerned. The Lieute- 
nant-Governor was afraid mat the 2nd and 3rd paragraphs of this 
Opinion might be misunderstood by Magistrates to the disadvantage 
of the Planter ; and therefore Mr. Lushington, the Officiating Com- 
missioner of Nuddea, was requested to carry the Opinion to Mr. Ritchie 
and to ascertain if the Lieutenant-Governor’s understanding of the 1st 
jiaragraph were correct, which, if so, gave a sufficient and immediate 
practical remedy. Although by that paragraph of Mr. Ritchie’s Opi- 
nion, the Magistrate, after decree of specific performance, could not 
deliver the Plant, the Planter could come and take it, and the Magis- 
trate could protect him while so doing, which comes to the same thing. 
Mr. Ritchie pronounced this viei|| to be correct, and accordingly Mr. 
Lushington, by desire of the Lieutenant-Governor, sent Mr. Moran a 
copy of the Opinion, with his letter of the 27th ultimo, (a transcript of 
which is appended), wherein is explained the manner in which a com- 
plete practical remedy is afforded in the matter of cutting and delivery, 
when a decree is obtainable under Act XI, of 18C0, that is to say. 
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whenever there has been a real contract and an advance of cash, how- 
ever small. In the same letter Mr. Lushington, at the Lieutenant-Go- 
vornor's desire, observed that, where there has been no cash advance 
whatever, the Law can do nothing. But in such cases it is to be hoped 
that Kyots, if reasonably dealt with, will not be so unreasonable as to 
sacrifice their Crop for nothing rather than sell it to the Planter at a 
fair price. In the supposed case, however, as the Crop is wholly the 
Ryot's and he has not yet received any part of the price of it, it seems 
to the Lieutenant-Governor that the Planter should be prepared to offer 
a fair price for it in cash. But this is for himself and the Ryot to 
arrange. I may mention in conclusion that I have desired Mr, Molony 
to make immediate arrangements for proceeding to Magoorah, and that 
a strong party of Military Police has, in all probability, arrived there," 
The whole of this letter had the concurrence of Mr. Ritchie. 

8. A copy of Mr. Lushington's letter above referred to was sent to 
the Magistrate of Jessore, to show him the means by which immediate 
redress is avaikble under the Act, as soon as the question of fact at issue 
is ascertained and a decree is passed. A copy was also sent to the Com- 
missioner of the Rajshahye Division with*the same object. 

4. As it appeared possible from Mr. Moran's correspondence that 
Mr, Tayler, the Sub-Divisional Officer at Magoorah, might have been 
under some misapprehension as to the sufficiency of his powers to deter- 
mine suits of the nature in question, it observed to the Commis- 
sioner that there was no room to doubt on this point. It has since 
appeared, however, that Mr. Tayler was never under any misapprehen- 
sion on this point. It [^is plain that no cases were tried and no decisions 
passed, only because the Plaintiff thought it best to lodgb no suits. 

5. An Official Report, dated the 27th ultimo, informing the Lieutc- 
nant-Oovemor of the same affair as that brought to notice as above by 
Mr. Moran, was afterwards received from the Commissioner, enclosing 
two letters from the Magistrate, Mr. Molony. These letters reported 
that considerable excitement prevailed in the Magoorah Sub-Division, 
regarding the cutting of the Indigo Crop at present on the ground ; 
and that at Mullickpore the. Ryots refused to deliver the Plant to the 
Factory “ unless they are paid the full price (subject to no deductions) 
in cosh.” The dispute was partly upon the question of possession as 
between two claimants, which would be decided under Act IV. of 1840 j 
and partly upon the question of contract, which was open, to decision, 
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on suit being lodged under Act XI. of I860, the late Indigo Act, 
Mr. Molony had directed the Sub -Divisional Officer to bring about an 
amicable settlement, if possible. No other parts of the District were 
disturbed when Mr. Molony wrote on the 24th ultimo. A party of 
Military Police had been ordered to Magoorah, who were to furnish a 
Detachment for Mr. Mackenzie at Mullickporc. 

6. In reply to this Report, the Commissioner was informed that it 
appeared to the Lieutenant-Governor that all proper steps had been taken 
in anticipation of the difficulty now reported, in consequence of the private 
information received a few days before from Mr. Moran. Mr. Molony ’s 
instructions to Mr. Mackenzie were considered by the Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor to be quite proper and sufficient. The Lieutenant- Governor's 
orders concluded thus t — The Lieutenant-Governor also approves of Mr. 
Molony^s instructions for bringing about, wherever jiossible, an amicable 
arrangement. In all cases, the less litigation the better. And an ami- 
cable afrangement where neither party is under any obligati^h that caix 
be legally enforced, if fair to both parties, must certainly be for the 
interest of both. Where there have been no advance and contract, the 
Planter should sec that the Ryot has received as yet no part of the cost 
or of the price of his Crop, which is absolutely at his own disposal. The 
Ryot also should see that, even in this case, he has not practically on 
this occasion a choice of pur^asers ; and if both parties act reasonably, 
they will agree to fair terms much to the advantage of both. If the 
good offices of the Magistrate can be made to facilitate such arrange- 
ments, it will be for the general good to afford them, and the Magistrate 
who assists in such a satisfactory conclusion will perform good service. 
In any case, where there is no legal obligation, should either party 
finally persist in holding out against terms beyond which the other 
party finally refuses to go, the Magistrate can of course do nothing.^^ 
A copy of these orders was forwarded to the Commissioner of Raj.shahye‘ 
for information. 

7. A further report was received from the Magistrate through the 
Commissioner on the 1st instant. Under a strange belief that, if they 
did not bring forward complaints before the 30th of July, they would 
be debarred from obtaining redress afterwards, about one hundred com- 
plaints of oppression against Planters were lodged by the Ryots in the 
last three weeks ; but proof of the alleged oppression has been brought 
forward in but few cases/’ Some compromises had been made, and the 

1J4 
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Planters were unwilling to resort to the Act. Mr. Tayler said, that 
destruction of Indigo by the Villagers has been much complained 
of/’ but for want of proofs, the charges have generally fallen to 
the ground.” Mr. Lushington’s orders on this report appeared 
to the Lieutenant-Governor to be judicious and proper, and ^ere 
approved. 

8. On the alleged destruction of Indigo, Mr. Lushington put some 
pertinent questions, the replies to which \rill elucidate that matter. For 
all the monstrous stories which have been going about Calcutta for 
many days past, regarding the wholesale destruction of mature Plant, 
in all possible ways, all over the country, and which appear to have 
received some sort of general acceptance, though wholly without speci- 
fication or apparent probability, there is no other foundation in any 
private or official representation made to the Lieutenant-Governor, than 
the above remark made by Mr. Tayler. The Lieutenant-Governor does 
not at prdftnt see any reason to believe that any Indigo has be^ wan- 
tonly destroyed anywhere. It seems to him impossible that any 
destruction worth mentioning can have been going on for a considerable 
time, as these idle stories have it, and yet that no single case should 
ever have come to the personal knowledge of any body. 

9. In these cases of Magoorah and Mullickpore, the Lieutenant- 
Governor is not aware that more could usefully and properly be done 
than has been done. The Magistrates are quite alive to the propriety of 
affording their good offices to bring both parties, wherever possible, to 
an amicable arrangement; and have been desired to act in this spirit. 
Put in all cases in which a claim of right is resolutely insisted upon by 
one party, and denied by the other, if the claimant will make no com- 
promise, and persists in attempting to enforce to the utmost the right 
which is wholly contested, no step can be taken by an upright Magis- 
trate that will assist a fair settlement, till the disputed question of fact 
is determined one way or the other. It is only when the claimant ia 
willing to compromise, or where he has failed to prove his claim, and 
both parties are thus on an equal footing, that an amicable settlement 
on fair terms of mutual advantage can be brought about by the good 
offices of the best disposed Magistrate. In these cases, however, all 
that the Lieutenant-Governor has seen of the conduct of Magistrates 
in these difficulties convinces him that their good offices will never be 
wanting. 
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10. If, however, any further specific instructions appear to His 
Excellency in Council to be necessary, the Lieutenant-Governor requests 
to be favored with orders to the precise effect of the instructions required 
to be issued. 

At the commencement of June, in the Pubna District, a dispute 
arose between one Planter and the Byots, in which the question of the 
liability of certain Byots, under their contracts to cultivate Indigo, to 
convey in Carts and Boats to the Factory, not each man his own Indigo, 
for all admitted their liability to do that, but Indigo belonging to other 
Ryots at other places. This dispute was evidently not a refusal to cut 
and deliver Indigo, such as is intended in your letter under reply. The 
Advocate-GeneraPs opinion was taken on the point, on which the Offi- 
ciating Magistrate and one of his Subordinates differed, not because the 
Lieutenant-Governor himself had any doubt about it, but because he 
has throughout made it a rule to refrain from the expression of any 
opinion ^on the Law regarding Civil actions for breach of *' contracts 
under Act XI. of 1860. The result showed, as was to have been ex- 
pected, that the Indigo Act has no bearing on contracts for Carts or 
Boats for general purposes, though, where the conveyance of the Indigo 
cultivated is one matter of contract with the cultivation, it is applicable. 
It may be remarked, however, that the Officiating Magistrate brought 
about an agreement satisfactorily to all parties in the matter of supply- 
ing Carts and Boats for general purposes in this case. 

12. The I^utenant-Governor infers, from the 2nd paragraph of 
your letter, that the anxiety felt by His Excellency in Council is, that 
Byots who acknowledge their obligations under contract to cultivate, 
and the receipt of advances, or who at least do not raise any dispute 
on that point, and who have reared a Crop of Indigo, may refuse 
to cut and carry the Crop on the plea that the Planter must do that 
himself, because Act XI. of 1860 speaks only of a contract to cultivate. 
The Lieutenant-Governor has heard of no such case, and from 
the Pubna cases above mentioned, he infers that no such plea is likely 
to be raised. Where it has been customary for the Ryot to dut 
and carry his Plant, the agreement for this year must be held to 
be similar to the customary agreement, and all parties must feel this. 
But if such an untenable objection were to be made, the practical re- 
medy would be that the Planter would be at liberty to cut and carry 
the Plant himself, which he will readily do. The only difficulty is 
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whore the contract is denied in point of fact, and where that is the 
case, the Lieutciiiant-Governor apprehends that, till the question of fact 
is settled, neithc'- jiarty can he allowed to make away with the subject 
in dispute. 

Except the Mullickpore and Magoorah cases, no representation has been 
made hy official or private persons to the Lieutenant-Governor, regard- 
ing the risk of serious loss in any part of Bengal in consequence of the 
rclusal of the Ryots, on any plea whatsoever, to cut and carry the Plant 
now ripe for manufacture. If, however, the quarters from which the 
strong rcproscntalions that have been made on this important point to 
His Excellency in Council are indicated to the Lieutenant-Governor, 
immediate attention will be given to the state of affairs in those quar- 
ters. The Lieutenant-Governor is inclined to think, however, that, if 
the fears which induced these representations had been raised on any 
very solid foundation, the District Officers, or the Commissioners, or 
the Local Government at furthest, would have been applied to. 

13. Since the receipt of your letter, the Lieutenant-Governor has 
received through the Commissioner a further Report from the Magis- 
trate of Jessore, from which His Excellency in Council will be glad to 
ilud that both at Mullickpore and in the Magoorah Sub-Division things 
are more quiet. The Magoorah Sub-Divisional Officer reports no inter- 
ruption in the manufacturing ; and Mr. Jlolony is of opinion that the 
only object of what he calls the movement there was protection against 
being forced to take advances for next year. The Mullickpore dispute 
has been adjusted amicably. The Ryots, it is reported, are paid in cash, 
and are busy cutting and delivering the Crop. 

14. Copies of all the papers referred to in this letter are herewith 
forwarded for the perusal of llis Excellency in Council. 

P. 5.— Since tliis letter was written, it has occurred to the Lieute- 
nant-Governor that, in tlmse cases in which there may be a likelihood 
of the subject of action, in a suit under Act XI. of 1860, being 
destroyed or greatly injured by natural causes pending the decision of 
the suit, the common interest of loth parties would be secured if the 
Magistrate^ trying the suit had the power of allowing the Plaintiff to 
take the Crop on depositing security for the full value thereof, to 
bo paid by him to the Ryot (Defendant) in the event of his losing 

his case. The Advocate-General’s opinion has been asked on this 
point. 
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From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
W. Ritchie, Esq., Advocate-General, — (No. 4060, dated the 4ili August 
1800.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to request the favor 
of your opinion on the following point. 

2. It has occurred to the Lieutenant-Governor that, in those cases 
in which there may be a likelihood of the subject of action, in a suit 
under Act XL of 1860, being destroyed or greatly injured by natural 
causes pending the decisioqpf the suit, the common interest of both 
parties would be secured if the Magistrate trying the suit had the 
power of allowing the Plaintiff to take the Crop on depositing security 
for the full value thereof, to be paid by him to the Ryot (Defendant) in 
the event of his losing his case. Has the Magistrate in your opinion 
power to pass such an order ? 


From W. Ritchie, Esq , Advocate-General, to A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, — (dated the 9th August 1860.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter No. 4060, dated the 4th instant, I have 
the honor to state that I am of opinion that, as the Law at present 
stands, the Magistrate has no power, in a suit under Act XI. of 1 860, even 
if there is a likelihood of the subject of the action being destroyed or 
greatly injured by natural causes pending the suit, to pass an order of the 
nature referred to by you, viz.^ an order allowing the Plaintiff to take 
the Crop on depositing security for the full value thereof, to be paid by 
him to the Ryot (Defendant) in the event of Plaintiff losing his case. 

2. The jurisdiction and authority of the Magistrate under the Act 
are, I think, confined within the limits expressly stated in the Act ; and 
he is not invested with any extraordinary powers to act as he may think 
best for the interests of both the parties pending the suit. 

8. But I think that the power in question is one which might be 
very properly entrusted to the Magistrate, and might be most usefully 
exercised by him ; and I respectfully advise that an application be made 
to the Legislative Council to introduce a Bill conferring the power on 
the Magistrate, and to suspend the standing orders for the purpose of 
passing the measure with the least possible delay. 
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From A. K. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, Home Deimrtiuent, — (No, 41M, 
dated the 10th August ISGO.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of the Postscript of my letter of the 4th 
instant, I am directed to forward, for the information of His Excellency 
the Governor General in Council, a copy of my letter of that date to 
the Advocate-General, and of the reply thereto, which has just been 
received. 

2. The manufdfcturing of the season’s lltoigo is already far advanced, 
and the reports made to the Lieutenant-Governor are not such as to 
lead him to believe that the want of such a power as he has suggested 
will lead to the waste of Indigo Plant to any great extent. Indeed, the 
Lieutenant-Governor is not in a position to say that any Indigo Plant 
will certainly be wasted for want of such a power. Nevertheless, it is 
certainly not impossible that such a result may occur, in some instances, 
which such a power as that suggested would prevent. And on the other 
hand, the power seems to the Lieutenant-Governor reasonable in itself^ 
and he does not see that the grant of it can possibly be injurious in 
any case. 

3. If, therefore, the power suggested seems as unobjectionable to 
His Excellency the Governor General in Council as it seems to himself 
and to the Advocate-General, the Lieutenant-Governor thinks it will be 
proper to pass a Law for the purpose of giving it by way of a Supple- 
ment to Act XI. of ISCO. But unless such a Law can be enacted in 
the course of two or three days, it will be of Utile valuo. 


From W, Gbet, Esq,, Secretary to the Government of India, Homo Bopart- 
mont, to A. R. Young, Esq,, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
— (No. 1501, dated the lOfch August 1860.) 

SiE, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
4144 of this date, and in reply to state that, having regard to the doubt 
expressed by the Lieutenant-Governor at the commencement of the 2ad 
paragraph as to the necessity for legislation, and looking also to the laic 
period of the season, the Governor General in Council does not think it 
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likely that it would be of any practical usefulness to bring into 
the Legislative Council now a Bill to the effect suggested by Mr, 
Ritchie, 

2. His Excellency in Council conceives, however, that it is competent 
to the Magistrate under the Law asit stands to advise the Ryot to 
permit the removal of the Plant by the Indigo Planter, on the latter 
consenting to execute and deposit with the Magistrate a Security Bond 
in I’avor of the Ryot for the value of the Plant, in the event of his fail- 
ing to establish his claim against the Ryot. Such a course of proceeding 
on the part of the Magistrate would, , under the special circumstances 
of the case, be quite justifiable, and would probably be found in practice 
to work quite as well as though he were empowered by Law to order 
the delivery of the Plant to the Indigo Planter. 


From A. E. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (JTo. 4173, dated the 13th 
August 1860.) 

SiK, 

It occurred to the Lieutenant-Governor that, in those cases in 
which there may be a likelihood of the subject of action, in a suit under 
Act XI. of 1860, being destroyed or greatly injured by natural causes 
pending the decision of the suit, the common interest of both parties 
would be secured if the Magistrate trying the suit had the power of 
allowing the Plaintiff to take the Crop on depositing security for the full 
value thereof, to be paid by him to the Ryot (Defendant) in the event 
of his losing the case. But as the Advocate-General, who was consulted 
on the subject, was of opinion that the Law did not confer such power 
on the Magistrate, the question was referred to the Government of 
India as to whether it would be proper, now that the season is drawing 
to a close, to pass a Law supplementary to Act XI. of 1860 for the 
purpose of giving it. A copy of Mr. Secretary Grey^a reply is herewith 
forwarded for your information and guidance, with a request that you 
will instruct the Magistrates of the Indigo Districts in your Division 
to follow the course pointed out iu the 2iid paragraph of Mr. Grey^s 
letter, in any case in ^hich the contingency adverted to at the com- 
mencement of this letter may arise. 
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Fro\n A. R. Yorira, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department, —(No. 4083, 
dated the Ctii August 18G0.) 

Sin, 

Thinking that the informatioii it contains will be gratifying to 
His Excellency the Governor General in Council, the Lieutenant- 
Governor directs me to forward for His Excellency's information, ill 
continuation of my letter of the 4th instant. No. 4059, the annexed 
Extract from a private letter just received from the Joint Magisttate and 
Deputy Collector of Jessore : — 

There is no difficulty in either Khoolneah or Norail Sub-Divisions 
about Indigo, except at Mullickpore, where Mackenzie has adjusted 
matters very nicely. So, the story about Pakadangah must be all 
invention as far as Jessore is concerned. The only excitement is out by 
Magoorah, but, Planters are meeting it by cash, even to going out in 
Palkies with money and hath chittas, and with their own hands paying 
for Plant on the spot, jlolony wrote in yesterday that all is quiet as 
possible out there. The only open act I liavejicard of was a rescue of 
cattle, which had been trespassing in some Indigo, and which were 
being taken to the Thannah, and about which a case has been instituted 
before Taylcr. I have not received six petitions about Indigo matters 
since cutting commenced, although every Factory has been raanufac- 
^turing for from three to five we'eks.'^ 


From W. Grey, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Home Depart- 
ment, to A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
—(No. 1476, dated the 7th August 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 4059, dated the 4th instant, and of its enclosures, on the subject of 
the statements which reached the Governor General in Council regarding 
the refusal of the Ryots in the Indigo Districts to cut and carry the 
ripened Indigo Plant when ready for manufacture, and in reply to state 
that the Lieutenant-Governor's course of action in the only cases in which 
representations have been made to him of the Rfots refusing to cut the 
Crop appears to the Oovernpr General in Council to have been wise^and 
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proper, and he secs no reason to suggest any further specific instruc- 
tions to the Magistrates in the Indigo Districts, if the power mentioned 
in the postscript of your letter can be given to them, that of 
allowing the Planter, when claiming tlie Crop, to take it on depositing 
security for the full value thereof, to be paid by him to the Ryot in the 
event of his losing his case. 

2. The perusal of these papers has satisfied the Governor General in 
Council that the cases in which there has been a refusal to cut and carry 
Crops which were, by virtue of advances or contracts, the property of the 
Planter, are extremely rare, if indeed they exist at all, and that there is 
no fear of their becoming numerous. 

3. Ilis Excellency in Council regaids the matter as one in which, on 
the score of justice and sound policy, it behoves the Government to be 
very cautious of interference beyond the Law, and the papers submitted 
with your letter show that this is the view of the case taken also by 
Ilis Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 

P, S.**-- Since the above was written, the Governor General in Council 
has received your letter of yesterday’s date, enclosing an Extract of a 
private letter from the Joint Magistrate of Jessore, which quite con- 
firms the estimate of the general state of afiuirs taken by the Lieute- 
nant-Governor in your ^nevious communication. 


From A. R. Youno, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
the Magistrates of Nuddea and Jessore, — (No. 1107, dated the 7th 
August 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to request that if any actual attempt be made 
anywhere within your jurisdiction wantonly to destroy the Indigo Plant 
now ripe for manufacture, you will cause the Police to prevent such 
destruction, as that can be for no one’s interest, and is very likely to be 
for the injury of Planters who have made advances. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor does not anticipate that now, after cut- 
ting has gone on quietly so long, any Ryots would make such an insane 
and self-injurious movement as the w'anton destruction of the still uncut 
Crops would be, but as one instance has just come to his knowledge in 
which a Manager has" reported to his Principal in Calcutta a case of 
throwing Indigo into the River, the Liculenant^Govcrnor has thought 
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it proper to issue tliosc instructions with a view to precautionary 
measures heiii^ taken hy the Police to prevent wanton destruction of 
this sort. 

3. This protection of the Plant, I am desired to observe, will not 
interfere witli the just settlement of any disputes regarding it. 


No. 4107. 

Copy forwarded for the information and guidance of the OfRcers in 
charge of the Suh-Divisionsi of Magoorah and Norail. 


Prom A. Tl. Yoi^xo, Esq., Soci'ctary to the Oovormnont of Bengal, to the 
Ooinmissioncr of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 4105, dated the 7th 
Angitsi ISGO.) 

Sir, 

T Ai\i directed to forward to you six copies of the accompany- 
ing letter of inslriictions issued this day to the Magistrates of Nuddea 
and Jessore, regarding the alleged wanton destruction of the Indigo 
Plant now on the ground. 

2. Copies have been forwarded for the information and guidance of 
the Officers in charge of the Sub-Divisions of Magoorah and Norail. 

From W. J. IIehscuel, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Nuddea, to the 
Secretary to the Govcrmiiciit of Bengal, — (No. 485, dated the 8th 
August ISOO.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. 
4107, dated 7th August. 

As it has come direct I take the opportunity to assure His Honor 
that I have not had a single case brought to my notice of wanton des- 
truction of Plant' ready for cutting. It is impossible altogether to 
chock cattle trespass ; but I have not even heard a rumour of any other 
injury being done to the Plant, and cattle trespass is now so much 
feared by tbe llyots that I have known Gwalas move their b£ltS.ns away 
from the neighbourhood of Indigo for safety’s sake. 

Prom the few cases in which I have personally interfered, and from 
every other case of which I have heard, I can discover no reason but one 
why the Plant is not delivered as usual, and that is the want of security 
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iliat tlie proper price shall actually be paid independent of old advances. 
The llyots are fortunate in having a splendid Crop, and though they 
certainly are tahing full advantage of their position in settling the sale 
of it, they have shewn no intention whatever to lose its value altogether. 

I have had many more applications from Eyots begging for interfer- 
ence on the conditions of sale, than I have had fi'om Planters for deli- 
very of the Crop,. 


No. 4272. 

Copy forwarded to the Government of India, in thc^IIomc Depart- 
ment, for information, in continuation of Endorsement No. 4193, dated 
the 14 th instant. 

By Order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 

A Money, 

Port Wietjam, Ojfr/, Secreiary to the Government of Bengal, 

The August 1860. j 


From A. B. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to tlie 
Secretary to the Goveriiinent of India, Home Department, — (No. 4126, 
dated the 8th August 1860.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter No. 4083, dated the Gth instant. 
I am directed to state, for the information of Ilis Excellency tliC 
Governor General in Council, that, in consequence of the allusion made 
in the letter, from which an Extract was therewith forwarded, to some 
occurrence in the Pakadangah Concern, the Lieutenant-Governor made 
private enquiry of the Owners of that Concern, who have been so good 
as to furnish him with the reports they had received from their IManagcr 
there. From these it appears that the Manager had complained to 
them of great loss of Indigo Plant from the grazing of cattle, between 
the 17th and 2Gth of July ; and that he had at lirst made mention of 
Plant having been cut in the night, and thrown into the River, hid in 
holes, &c. ; but this part of his complaint was somewhat vague, and 
did not seem to apply to any material quantity of Plant, nor was it 
insisted upon in his subsequent reports. The part of the Concern 
referred to is not in Jessore, but in the District of Furreedpore, respect- 
ing Indigo affairs iu which District no complaints have been brought 
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lurwiircl^ and no covnvpoiKlcnoe between Government and ibe Local 
Authoiities regarding- matters has occurred. 

2. On the wlioh^, the impression left on the Licutenant-Governor^s 
mind on a perusal of these papers was that the Manager had led the 
Owners to expect a very large out-turn ; that the out-turn was extremely 
disappointing, and that this failure was artributed by the Manager, 
amongst many otber'tbings, to loss of Plant by its being grazed down 
]>y cattle and otlierwlse destroyed to an extent which probably very 
largely exceeds what a detailed eiupiiry would support. This appears to 
have been very much the impression of the Owners themselves. 

d. As it appears that all cause of complaint ceased on the 27th ultimo, 
no active measures are necessary. But as in one of the Manager's 
letters mention is made of several heaps of Indigo Plant which had 
])ecu cut and thrown away having been sliewn to the Police, by wliom 
llie circiimstaucc Avas reported to the Magistrate, that Officer has 
been called upon to submit a re^>ort upon the case. 

J'. I am also desired to state for the information of Ills Excellency 
iu Council that on first learning from the Owners of the Concern in 
question (which was not till after my letter of the Olh instant had been 
tlospatched) , that the ^Manager of Pakadangah had complained to them 
of the destruction of Plant, the Lieutenant-Governor caused the accom- 
panying letter of instructions to be issued to tlic Magistrates in charge 
of the Indigo Districts in the Nuddea and Rajshah} e Divisions, desiring 
them to cause their Police to prevent the wanton destruction of the 
Plant, if any such attempt should be made. A copy has now been sent 
for the guidance of the Magistrate of Furreedpore. 

From E. H. Lusuikoton, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, — (No. 209Ct., dated the 7th August 18(50.) 

FoiiwAUDEu for the information of Government. 

From E. W. Molony, Esq,, Magistrate of Jessore, to the Commissioner of 
the Nuddea Division, — (No. C., dated the 4th August 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that there has been no disturb- 
ance of the peace which calls for any remark, during the past week, 
iu the Indigo Planting i)ortion of the District, 
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Mr. Maclvcn/.ic reports that liis Sub-Division is quiet, with the excep- 
tion of a dispute between two Native ZeiniiiJars regardint^ the boun- 
dary of a Village. Baboo Hurrinath Iloy, who is reported as being in 
actual possession, has sown Indigo on the disputed land. 1 am of 
opinion tlid^ there will not be any disturbance of the peace from this 
dispute. The Local Agents of the parties will be bound down to 
keep tlie peace. 

The manufacturing in Magoorah is going on, but, from the 
Byots not working with a good will, it does not get on so fast and 
satisfactorily as in former years. The trespass and damage by cattle 
has been very great and difficult to check ; some cases are now being 
brought forward for this ofiencc. No cases have been instituted for 
breach of contract as yet, nor do I think there will be until after the 
manufacturing is over. The absence of the servanfs and assistants in 
prosecuting these cases, and a feeling of uncertainty regarding their 
issue, make the Planters desirous of getting what Plant tliey can hy mak- 
ing concessions. They will be able to sue those liyots wlio break their 
c*)ntracts, either for wluit is termed a ^^puctai Maldabi^^ in the Moonsiirs 
Court, or summarily under Act XL of ISGO. 1 do not anticipate that 
there will be any breach of tlio peace. Mr. Tayler has passed a d<^eree, 
under Act IV., IS 11), m favor of the Mcergunge Concern, for IT’S 
heegahs of laud in Shieugram Village. The result of this case will, 
I think, scc\ire tlie peace tliere. From what I have seen and heard 
I tliink that the Planters are all pursuing a policy of concession and 
not of coercion. Had the latter been attempted in the present spirit 
of the liyots the consequences would have been serious. Some Petitions 
are still coming in to Mr. Tayler, but these, as I mentioned before, arc 
all presented with the object of shewing a determination not to cultivate 
next season. 


From A. Tl. Young, Esq., Secretary to tlic Government of Bengal, to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, Home Dcpartmeiii, — (No. 1153, 
dated the 9th August 18G0.) 

Sill 

In continuation of my letter No. 4126 of yesterday^s date,, 
I am directed to forward, for the information of Ilis Excellency the 
Governor General in Council,' the accompanying copy of a further 
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lleport from the Magistrate of Jessove, relative to the state of affairs 
eotinected with the Indigo cultivation in that District, Avhich will be 
found to be satisfactory. 


From E. II. Lvsiiinoton, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bciigal, — (No. 212Ct., 
dated the 8th August ISCO.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter No. 8834, dated 21st ultimo, I have 
the honor to stale, for the information of the Lieutenant-Governor, that 
in a letter from Mr. Taylor to 2vlr. IMolony, forwarded to me by Endorse*- 
ment, No. E., dated 4tli instant, Mr. Tayler expressly declares that so 
far from his ever having exhibited any reluctance to take up suits under 
Act XI. he has invariably urged Planters to bring forward cases under 
that Law, but they have steadily refused to avail themselves of it. 

2. Mr. Tayler adds that he thinks on the whole they have acted for 
the best in refusing to complain, " for by a few judicious concessions on 
their part, the Ryots are now allowing the Planter to carry or them- 
selves arc taking the Plant to the Factories, and merely now present 
Petition against being forcibly made to tak'O advances for the next 


No. 4193. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India in 
the Home Department. 

By Order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


Fort William, 
The 14/7/ Augmt 18G0. 


! 


A. R. Young, 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 4192, dated the 
18th August 1860.) 

Sill, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
212, dated the 8tli instant, and to state in reply that the Lieutenant- 
Governor is glad to find from it that the allegation against Mr, Tayler, 
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that he refused to take up suits under Act XI. of 18G0, is unfounded ; 
and that the recent disagreements between the Planters and llyots of 
the Magoorah Sub-Division connected with the cutting and delivery of 
the Indigo Plant, have been settled in the best possible manner. 

From E. JI. Lusiitkotow, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of tlic Xuddea 
Division, to tlie Secretary to the Government of Bengal,— (No. 210Ct., 
dated the 7th August 1860.^ 

Sill, 

I REGRET to have to lay before the Lieutenant-Governor the 
following statement of a very serious affray at Mullickporo, which oc- 
curred on the 18th June last, between the Factory servants of Mr, 
Driver, of the Meergiinge Concern, on the one side, and the Ryots and 
servants of Baboo Ilurrinath Roy, on the other, 

2. The causes which led to the affray arc reported by Mr. Skinner, 
who personally investigated the case, to be as follows : — 

Last year Baboo Ramrutton Roy, one of the parties in this case, 
purchased a jumma of a few Rupees in Mullickporo, and claimed nearly 
the whole Village in consequence. The matter was settled by an award 
under Act X. of 1840, for possession in favor of the Mecrguuge Con- 
cern, that was across the Banka Niilleo, on the East shore. It would 
seem now that Ilurrinath Roy, &c., taking advantage of the death 
of Mr. Macarthur, and the accession of Mr, John Driver, got some of 
the petty holders on the West side of the Banka Nullcc to make over 
their tenures. The Factory people having, for the time during 
several years, every prospect of a good season and a fine Crop in Mul- 
lickporc, would not quietly permit Ilurrinath Roy to oust them, and 
tried to get hold of Panchoo on account of his influence with the 
Ryots.^^ 

3. With this view some twenty-five men were assembled in the 
adjoining Factory of Luckhipassa ; thence they marched out in broad 
daydight to a house in the neighbourhood of Mullickporo, and there, 
after being fed by the Owner, they deliberately .went down in a body 
to seize Panchoo. The opposite party, who were not altogether unpre- 
pared for this attack, met it with such forces as they could muster, and 
the result was the death of Panchoo, who was speared in three places, 
the wounding of Asgur and Budderoodec on the same side, and the 
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wounding of Siiukorce, a servant attached to the Factory, These three 
wounded men were carried olf the field immediately afterwards, and, 
though every exertion has heeii made and is still making for tlicir 
recovery, they lun c nc\ er been heard of since, nor has it yet been 
tisfactorily ])roved whether they were taken away by theif friends or 
their enemies. 

4. Immediately after the oceurrenee charges and countercharges 
were made to the rolicc, the Bahoo’s people charging tlie ser- 
vants of the Factory with the murder of Panclioo and wounding of 
Asgiir and Budderoodee, and the Factory people charging the Baboo’s 
people with the plunder of the Cuicherry at Mullickporc and the wound- 
ing of Sunkorcc. 

5. From the result of the enquiries made by Mr. Skinner on the 
spot, there would appear to be no doubt that the attack origluated with 
the Factory people, and that the murder of the unoffending Panchoo, 
and possibly of three other persons, lies at their door, 

6. Seven persons on the part of the Factory have been apprehended, 
and I shall communicate the result of the trial for the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s information. 

7. I greatly regret, from circumstances detailed by Mr. Skinner^ of 
Mr, John Macartbur, the Supcrinlciidcnt of the Factory, being sick and 
absent at the time the affray took place, anil of Mr. Driver also, tlio 
Superintendent of the Concern, being several miles dislaiit, that it is 
apparently out of the question to commit cither of these persons, as 
having taken d criminal part in this most disgraceful occurrence, with 
any hope of securing a conviction, though it is quite impossible to sup- 
pose, from the fact of the Lattials being publicly assembled in the 
Factory, and thence going out armed to fight in an equally open manner, 
that such lawless acts could have been done without the picvious know- 
ledge or consent of one or both of them. 

8. The conduct of the Police, previous to the occurrence of the 
affray, appears to have been most reprehensible. The Thannah is .only 
four miles distant from Mullickporc, and, judging from the Map, not 
about two from the Factory where the Lattials were assembled. It was 
well known in the neighbourhood that there was a likelihood of a dis- 
turbance at Mullickporc, and that men wore collecting for the purpose, 
and yet the Darogah, either wilfully or through gross blinduess, never 
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cxercisctl any interference until the whole affair was over. Two 13urkun*i 
dauzes (one only an Acting Officer) were even still nearer the spot, and 
yet neither managed to convoy any intelligence to the Thannah in time 
to be of any service ; indeed the deposition of one of them leads me to 
think that he was suborned to support the Factory. 

9. In the last communication I have received from Mr. Skinner on 
the subject, dated 31st ultimo, he reported that, as a precautionary 
measure, be had bound down several persons, including Messrs. Driver 
and Macarthur, in heavy securities to keep the peace ; but he added, I 
am happy, to state, that there would appear to be no reason for any fur- 
ther disturbance; the Indigo cutting is progressing in Mullickpore 
most peaceably, the Planters paying cash down for the Plant, and the 
Ryots only regretting that Boats did not come fast enough to take it 
away. 

10. These successful arrangements are stated by Mr. Skinner to 
have been brought about by Mr. Mackenzie, the Deputy Magistrate of 
Norail, acting under his suggestion. 

‘ 11, In conclusion, I beg to explain that the delay in reporting this 
case has been occasioned by my not being in earlier possession of all tho 
^lagistrate^s proceedings, owing to there being so many persons con- 
corned ; they are not even yet completed, though very nearly so. 


Prom A. Money, Esq., c. n.. Officiating Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, to tho Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division,— (No. 
4336, dated tho 21st August 1860.) 

Sia, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
aiOCt., dated the 7th instant, reporting upon a very serious affray which 
occurred at Mullickpore on the 18tli of June last, between the Factory 
Servants of the Meergunge Indigo Concern and the Ryots and servants 
of Baboo Hurrinath Roy, in which one man was killed, and three others 
wounded and immediately carried off, though whether by their friends 
or enemies it is not yet known. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor has no doubt that you will see that 
every exertion is made to convict the guilty, to ascertain the fate of the 
three missing men, whose murder is still doubtful, and to release such as 
may be alive and iu the hands of enemies, A large reward should be 
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oifered for true inforniatiorij leading to the conviction of any g^Uty 
persons otherwise lik( 3 ly to escape ; if this has not been done already, 
the omission should be rectified immediately* 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor has no doubt that the Darogah and 
other Police Oflicers alluded to in the 8th paragraph of your letter will 
be properly dealt with. In flagrant cases of this sort, where there has 
certainly been general negligence or incompeteney in the most extreme 
degree, or corrupt connivance in all whose duty it was to guard against 
the outrage, I am to observe that it is proper to dismiss all Officers 
involved in the charge who cannot show that they did all that could 
have been done by good and efficient Oflicers in the case. 

4. In this affair the European Managers, who were absent at the 
moment, have been bound over. But in all such cases it is well known 
that Native agency is employed ; yet tliei*e is nothing in your letter to 
show that the head Native servant of the Factory has been bound over, 
or otherwise proceeded against. The Lieutenant-Governor presumes at 
all events that the person in charge of the Factory when the band 
assembled there, and the owner or person in charge of the House at 
Mullickpore, who fed thorn, are under vigorous prosecution. 

5. This rase is but an instance gf the unsuitable nature of the pre- 
sent Law of affray to the circumstances of this country. The Lieutc- 

^ nant -Governor has already conveyed his opinion on this subject to the 
Legislative Member for Bengal ; and he intends, with reference to the 
present ease, again to address both that Gentleman and the Government 
of India, in the hope that some suitable Law for the prevention of 
affrays may l)e passed. 


From A. Monkt, Esq,, c. b., Officiating Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, to A. Sconce, Esq., Legislative Member for Bengal, — (No. 
4335, dated the 21st August 18G0.) 


Sir, 

In continuation of Mr. Officiating Secretary Lushington^s 

lettei No. 559, dated the 28th 

From OfRciatinjr Coinnu'ssioiior of Nuddoa, No. x* t i 

ftio, dated tiio 7th iustunt. ol rebruary last, I am directed 

To Olficiiitiugi’ C\)iiunisdoner of Niuldca, in re- r -t n . , 

ply, No. 4336, dated the 2i8t instant. torward lor your consideration 

a copy of the con'eapondence 

noted on the margin, relative to a very serious affray attended with loss 
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of life, which occurred ou the 18th Juuc last at Mullickpore iu the 
Nuddea Division, 

2. The affair seems to the Lieutenant-Governor to be one of a class 
of cases, the frequency of which, under a civilized Government, must be 
felt to be a disgrace both to the administration and the legislature of 
the country. Whoever docs not take all reasonable and fit measures to 
prevent such outrages, so far as lies in his power, participates as au 
individual in this disgrace. 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor is convinced, and, as far as he is aware, 
all persons of Indian experience arc convinced, that, in order to prevent 
such cases, a Law, specially suited to the peculiar circumstances of this 
<}Ountry, is indispensable. And, that he may not participate in the dis- 
grace which will continue to attach somewhere if this shameful state of 
things continue, the Lieutenant-Governor desires to urge upon you in 
the strongest manner to move the Legislature to pass a Law, having 
this object, appropriate to the country for which it is their function to 
legislate. The Lieutenant-Governor begs that you will press upon the 
Council that they are not legislating for Middlesex, but for Bengal ; 
and therefore that it is no argument agaiiiSt a Law which is to be ap- 
plied to Bengal that such a Law would be objected to in Middlesex. 
It is only because India requires peculiar legislation that it has a special 
Legislature of its own. 

I. Here is a case in which, according to the rejiort, there can he no 
doubt, in the mind of any reasonable man, about the originators of the 
outrage, or their motives. Even if the report of the Local Officers 
were contested as to any point of fact or inference, the argument for a 
Law would remain the same, because it caiiuot be questioned that 
affrays, with murder, sucli as the affixir hero reported, instigated by those 
interested in Zemindaries, Indigo Factories, Farms and other such Con- 
cerns are common in Bengal. If gentlemen hesitate to legislate suit- 
ably for the suppression of such outrages, because of notions of legisla- 
tion such as are naturally and properly in vogue in England, let them^ 
imagine what changes would come over the feelings of English Legis- 
lators if such affairs as this were to become common in England, the 
real criminals who cause and profit by the outrages being as perfectly 
secure from all legal penalty as the most innocent infants in the country. 

5. The Lieulenant-Govcrnor therefore presses for the enactment of 
an Affray Law on the principle originally suggested ; which is to sub- 
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]6ct to vcty heavy fine all persons in whose interest affrays arc com- 
mitted, and all persons whose houses or lands have been made use of by 
the persons guilty of such outrages, in the course of the act, who can- 
not prove that they and their servants, who-m they are responsible, 
did all that it was possible for them to do in order to prevent ihe crime. 

0. The binding over which has been resorted to in this case, and 
which is the only thing a Magistrate can resort to in such cases, is in 
reality no remedy at all ; for unless complicity can be proved the penalty 
of the Bond cannot be inflicted, though another affray and a dozen Other 
murders should be committed on the very next day, on the same spot 
and in the same interest, from the same motives, by the same instiga- 
tion, and at the co&t of the same prime agents. And if complicity in 
such an affiiir can be proved, it will not be a question of the fine, hut of 
the ca]>ital punishment of the guilty parties. 

7. It is for eases where proof is impossible that a Law is required, 
the effect of which will be to deprive the originators of such crimes of 
the guilty profit for which alone they are committed. This will go to 
the root of the evil. 

8. The mere execution off the Criminal Law upon the low agents 
hired for i ucli purposes as this will not in Bengal put a stop to tKis 
class of offence. If a dozen of the Lattials and Spearmen who mur- 
dered Panchoo are liamycd for the crime, the effect would probably not 
ho to raise the hire of such ruffians for such purposes by two annas a 
day. This will not touch the instigators. It was not the Lattials and 
Spearmen who, according to the present report of the case, and indeed 
according to any rational hypothesis concerning it, had an object in 
kidnapping, with the chance of hilling this influential Ryot. Those 
whose object this was, having no Law to fear for themselves, will not 
be deterred from doing the like again by the mere punishment of their 
vile instruments. 

9. Besides the provision for the prevention of affrays above recom- 
mended, the Lieutenant-Governor is of opinion that the mere collec- 
tion, harbouring, or concealing of Lattials in a house, out-house, or 
office, should subject the owner or possessor, or master of servants in 
possession, to heavy fine ; and that the hiring or assembling of Lattials 
or Peons, or other men not being mere laborers, in excess of a number of 
leiaincrs to be duly registered by the Magistrates, should be higlily 
penal. As these men are procurable through their Captains at a day^s 
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notice, it ib only by punishing those who haibour ami conceal thorn, 
when collecting, that the Law can attain its object in discouraging the 
employment of bravoes of this sort. 


From A. Esq., c. n., Officiating Secretary to the Government of 

Bengal, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Depart- 
— (No. 4331, dated the 2l8t August 1800 ) 

Srii, 


I AM directed to forward, for the consideration of the Govern- 
ment of India, a copy of the 
papers noted in the margin, rela- 
tive to the passing of a suitable 
Law for the prevention and sup- 
pression of affrays in Bengal ; and to state that the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor earnestly entreats the support of Ilis Excellency the Governor 
General in Council, in the immediate euaelment by the Legislative 
Council of bome such Lav9%6 he has recommended to Mr. Sconce. 


Fioin Mcni'ber loi Bengal, No. 24 , 

datui 12th January IbCO. 

To L(V 4 »slativo Mcinbor for Bengal, No. 659, 
dat('d 28th Fobtuaiy IftOO. 

To Legislatnc Mcinbu for Bengal, No. 4335, 
dated the 21st instant, with cnilo-suros. 


No. 4335. 

Copy of this letter, and of the accompanying correspondence, for- 
warded for the information of the Indigo Commission. 


From E. II. LUaiUNOxoN, Esq., Officiating C(>nimis.sioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,— (No. 220Ct., 
dated the 15th August 1800.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to submit a copy of letter No. 306, dated 
15 th instant, from tho Joint IVlagistrate of Jessore, regarding the alleged 
wilful destruction of Indigo by llyots. 

^ I have asked Mr. Skinner to desire Mr. Mackenzie to make a 
carfiul enquiry regarding the beegah or two referred to in tho first 
paragraph, and to report tho result. 

3. Tho other places mentioned by Mr. Storm appear to belong to tho 
Ptetrict of Furreedpore. 
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From C. B. Sictnkek, Esq., Joint Magistrate of Jessore, to the OlJiciating 
Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No, BOG, dated the 11th 
August 1800.) 

Sir, 

From communication tliis day received from Mr. Mackenzie, 
I have the honor to inform you, Mr. Storm complains of a bcegah or 
two of Plant, remaining to be cut” in Sootia, having been destroyed by 
the Ryots, He also wrote to Mr. Mackenzie that Plant in Goopcenath- 
porc, Chunder Deegoolia, and Pakadangah, has been cut and thrown 
into the jungle, which appear to be in the Goopcenathpore Pharee of 
Fiirrecdj;)orc. 


From E. H. Lusiiinoton, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of Nuddea, — 
(No. 227Ct , dated the 22iid August 1860.) 

Coi’Y submitted for the information of the Government . 


Prom E, W. Moloky, Esq., Magistrate of Jes^lfee, to the Officiating Com- 
missioner of Nuddea, — (dated the 11th August 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to report my return to the Sudder Station on 
Sunday, the 12th instant. I visited the Sub-Divisions of Magoorah, 
Norail and Khoolna, and collected what information I was able with 
regard to the disputes between the Indigo Planters and Ryots regarding 
the cutting of the Plant on the ground. I am glad to be able to report 
that I do not anticipate any disturbance of the peace upon that account. 
Some of the Factories have closed, and most of them will do so during 
the present week. ♦Some few may work on to the end of the month. 


No. 4438. 

Copy forwarded to the Government of India, in the Home Depart- 
ment, for information. 

By Order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 

Fort William, \ A. Money, 

TJie August 1860. } Offg, Secrelarg to the GovL of Bengal. 
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From E. H. LusiiiKOTON, E«q., Oflleiating C\)inrinBsioiK‘t* of tlie Nuddoa 
Division, totlic Secretary to the Government of Eengal,— (No. 219CI., 
dated the 15th Angufit 1800.) 

Sir, 

WiTO reference to tlie copy of the decision I submitted for the 
Lieiitcnant-Governor^s perusal with my letter No. 43, dated 7th June 
last, I have the honor to report that, on the Darogah of Damoorhoodah, 
Greesh Chundcr Bose of the 1st Grade, being called upon to submit an 
explanation of the circumstances under which he issued the Ilookoom- 
namah on the Police containing instructions at variance with those 
communicated to him in Mr. llcrscheVs Perwannah of the 19th April, 
that Ofliccr submitted a statement shewing that he was not then in re- 
ceipt of Mr. Ilcrschers orders above alluded to. The Darogah further 
ox]>laiiied that he was led to issue this nookooraiinmah in antiripation 
of orders which Mr. Maclcaii had verbally informed him were then under 
preparation, but for which lic was induced not to wait, as several com- 
plaints had already reached the Thannah of the oppression which was 
being committed throughout the country under color of the order for- 
bidding the cultivation of Rico on Tndigo lands. lie also added that, 
when Mr. IlerschePs Perwannah did arrive he did not publish it mvj* 
wkercy "as there was no necessity of doing it after I had issued the 
above Ilookoomnaraah.’’ 

2. In commenting upon thi.s explanation Mr. Iterschcl remarked as 
follows : — 

" [t will be seen that, contrary to what was generally believed, the 
Ilookoomnamah had no connection whatever with the Circular which 1 
issued, and that he wrote it of his own notif)ii, under circumstances 
which he considered^ emergent, and on autliority which he believed 
sufficient. 

" In issuing this Ilookoomnamah lie certainly transgressed the strict 
rule I had laid down, forbidding any explanation to the people of the 
Law in any way but one, vh,, that of reading out authoritative state- 
ments from the Magistrate. Ilis Ilookoomnamah contained an unmis- 
takable order to explain to the people a number of things, which in fact 
left the Policeman to whom it was entrusted at liberty to saj'^ what ho 
thought best about the Law, and made it impossible for him to keep 
the Ilookoomnamah to himself. 

" There is, however, some excuse for this breach of a rule, the neces- 
sity for which has nowhere been more apparent than in this case. 
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A distinct order had gone out, through the Darogah, forbidding 
the Ryots to sow Rice on Indigo lands. 

The Darogah was instructed to withdraw that order j and, as it was 
quite clear that a simple withdrawal without a word of explanation 
would have been an act of injustice to the Ryots, inasmuch as they 
would have read it as a plain permission to sow Rice, Mr, Maclean Very 
properly added to his order for withdrawal a brief threat of the conse- 
quences of a mistake to the Ryots j and in his Perwannah (the contents 
of which the Darogah knew generally) he directed him to explain this 
to the of Villages. In issuing the Hookoomnamali he seems to 
have thought that he was only anticipating an order which he was im- 
mediately to recidvc in writing. But I think ho was wrong cither not 
to have waited for the Perwannah or not to have sliewn his llookoom- 
namah lo Mr. Maclean before using it, and judging from the unnecessary 
fulness of the Ilookoomnamah. 

I think the Darogah shewed too much impatience to correct a wrong 
which he saw going on, and has theie])y caused some injustice in the 
other direction. In expressing my disapproval, however, I am far from 
allowing that the injustice he has caused has been equal to that which 
ho interfered to prevent. The mischief caused has been exaggerated by 
one of tlw parties, in proof of which I may state that the resistance of 
the Ryots has been attributed to my Perwannah in places where I have 
clearly ascertained that it never could have been known at the time the 
resistance was offered. 

^^To an Officer of Greesh Chunder^s education and prospects I think 
it will be quite a sufficient rebuke to have his error pointed out to him 
in decided terms,^' 

3. At the first I was disposed to settle the case in the manner above 
recommended, but recollecting that I had seen, in the Native Papers of 
the case,^a statement by the Darogah to Mr, Maclean that he had pub- 
lished the Perwannah everywhere because it was so ordered, I called 
upon the Darogah, through the Magistrate, for an explanation of those 
apparently directly contradictory reports. 

4. The explanation I have since received, and in forwarding it to me, 
Mr, Ilcrschel remarks as follows 

I regret to find that it is as flatly contradictory of his present reply 
as you anticipated. Had I observed it before I could not have recom- 
mended any but the one punishment which must await deliberate false- 
hood in a Public Officer. 
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1 enclose the Darogah’s written defence in which he attempts to 
reconcile the two statements ; but the endorsement on Mr, Maclean'^ 
call for explanation is too direct and simple an answer to the direct 
and simple question put to him, to admit of any secondary meaning 
whatever/^ 

5. I regret that I feel it to be my duty, after a careful consider- 
ation of tlie case, to agree with Mr. Ilerschcl that the Darogah has 
made a deliberate falsehood. Under ordinary circumstances, I should 
have no hesitation in urging that such an offciaie should be visited with 
dismissal from the Public Service ; but looking to the fact that the 
Darogah had no material object to gain by the utterance of this false- 
hood, but that it was committed through a lamentable want of moral 
courage, and that up to the present time the Darogah has been an excel- 
lent Public Servant, with a very high character from all wlio have 
been connected with him for superior intelligence and probity, I would 
respectfully recommend him to the Lieutenant-Governor’s most lenient 
consideration. 

0. Pending the receipt of the Lieutenant-Governor’s orders, the 
Darogah has been suspended from Office. 


From A. Moxev, Esq., c. b., OlHciating Secretary to the (Government of 
Bengal, to the Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 1358, 
dated the 22nd August 1800.) 

SiK, 

I AM directed to acknowledge llie receipt of your letter 
No. 210 of the 15th instant, reporting that the Darogah of Thannah 
Damoorhoodah, Greesh Chundc'r Bose, has been guilty of a deliberate 
falsehood, in making two contradictory statements of the circumstances 
under which he issued an order to the Police, containing ii^ructions 
at variance with Mr. Ilersclicl’s Pervvannah of the 1 0th April last, 
regarding the interference of the Police with the cultivation of Paddy 
on what are called Indigo lands. 

2. The offence of the Darogah of Damoorhoodah is a most serious 
one. In order to avoid a censure this Officer has incurred tlic liahility 
of losing his place. The Lieutenant-Governor, however, in considera- 
tion of the Darogah’s general character, and of your recommendation 
in his favor, will not remove him from Government employment ; 
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l>ut he will bo degraded to the Lower Grade, and be suspended from 
all pay and employment for six months. 

Jh You will be good enough to give effect at once to these orders. 


No. 4359. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Civil Auditor. 


Circular from A. Money, Esq., c. n., Officiating Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of llcngal, teethe several Divisional Commissioners, — (No. 87, 
dated tlu* 22nd August 18GO.) 

Sjk^ 


W iTH reference to the accompanying copy of a correspond- 
Lottiii* iVo!»i roiiiinissioiioi' of Nudtiea, cnec Jiotcd 111 tliG margin^ I am 

^ Lettor No. ‘Hrcctcd to request that, you will instruct 

4868,dat<HUhc22uain.b,ni. Magistrates in your Division to 

warn Darogalis in their jurisdiction that another case of false report 
such as has been proved against the Darogah of Thannah Damoorhoodah 
will not be yiasscd over without dismissal. 

2. In this eas(% in order to avoid a censure, the Darogah has 
incurred the lialiiliiy of losing his appointment, by permitting himself 
to commit the disgraceful offence of making an intentionally false 
report. 


From E. 11. J^rsniNoroN, Esq., Ofliciating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division,— (No. 192Ct., dated the 23rd July 1860.) 

Submitted for the orders of Government. The Additional Principal 
Sudder Ameen’s services will, it appears, be no longer required at 
Damoorhoodah. 


From J. S. Bell, Esq,, Additional Principal Sudder Amcen, (on Deputation), 
to E, H. Lusiunotok, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, — (No. 4, dated the 10th July 18G0,) 

Sib,, 

1 HAVE ilie honor to report for your information tliat the 
work at Damoorhoodah shall have been soon finished, as I ^hope to 
dispose of all contract cases now pending within a couple of weeks. 
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I would solicit your Instriu lions at an early date in regard to myself, 
and beg to know whether 1 am to return to Allipore after despatching 
the records of decided c^'ses to the Magistrate, 


k rom A. 11. Youno, Esq,, Secrelary to the Government of Eengiil, to tlu' 
Officiating Commissioner of t]n‘ Nuddea Division, — (No. 13086, dat(;d 
the 28th July 1860.) 

SlK, 

With reference to your Memorandum No. 102 of the 8rd 
instant, I am directed by the Xiciiienant^Governor to request that you 
will inform Mr. Bell that he will receive instructions when he is to 
return to the Presidency. At present his services cannot bo spared 
from the Indigo Districts. 

From E. H. LirsiimoTox, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Secretary to the (Jovernment oi* Bengal, — (No. 202Ct., 
dated the 80th July 1860.) 

Sin, 

1 HAVE the honor to solicit the orders of Government in regard 
to the accompanying letter from Mr. Davidson, Principal Sudder Ameen, 
on special duty at Damoorhoodah, stating that his .‘services appear to be 
no longer required there. 

2. Since submitting a similar previous application Irom Mr. Bell, 
the other Principal Sudder Ameen at Damoorhoodah, there has been this 
movement regarding the cutting and carrying off tlie Indigo in Jessore, 
and though 1 have no reason for stating that the services of these Gen- 
tlemen will he required in consequence, it will perhaps be as well they 
should both remain where they are for a few days longer until 1 am able 
to report more definitely on the matter. 


From A. H. Davidson, Esq., Principal Sudder Ameen, Damoorhoodali, to 
E. H. Lusuinoton, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division,- (dated the 25th July 1860.) 

Sill, 

♦ I HAVE the honor to inform you that I have finished my work 
liere^ with the exception of a few cases of decrees in execution, 
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2. There seems to be no likelihood of any more suits bein^ lodged, as 
the manufacturing season has commenced, and the Planters have 
received no inducement to do so. 

3. 1 beg to be favored with the orders of Government as to my future 
movements. 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 4058, dated the 
3rd August 18G0.) 

Sill, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
202, dated the 30tli ultimo, and to state in reply, that the Lieutenant- 
Governor concurs with you in thinking that it is expedient to retain the 
services of the two Principal Sudder Amcens at Damoorhoodah for some 
lime longer, until the present excitement in the Jessore District, regard- 
ing the cutting and delivery of the Indigo Plant, is settled. You 
will bo pleased to inform Mr. Davidson that instructions will be issued 
hereafter in regard to his future movements, 
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Vrom f'. Gotn.tSBtiET, Esq., Commissioner of tlie Eajslialij'o Division, — (No. 
C53, dated the 26th April 18G0.) 

Fo WARDED to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, with 
reference to his letter No. 15C5 of the 4th instant. 


From W. L. F. Eobinsos, Esq,, Ofliciating Magistrate of Moorshedahad, to 
the Commissioner of the Eajshahye Division, — (No. 342, dated the 18th 
April 18G0.) 

Sib, 


In reply to paragraph 4 of your letter No. 14Ct., of the 31 st 
ultimo, I have the honor to state that, as things are going on at present, 
1 do not think any additional Officers will be required to work the new 
Indigo Act. 

2. There are of course cases under it before Messrs. Furrell .and 
Wood, where the disturbance occurred ; but in the remainder of the 
District I have, since my arrival, heard of but one case, and that is 
before Mr. Alexander, and will be disposed of to-day, I believe. Should 
any alteration take place in the state of affairs, and cases under the new 
Act become numerous, additional Officers will, I think, be required, as 
the only ones with full powers of a Magistrate are myself, Mr. Alexander, 
Baboos Sreesh Chunder Vidyaruttun and Shyamulanund Mookerjee, 
Deputy Magistrate of Kandy. 

3. Should such a state of things arise as, in my opinion, would 
render additional Officers necessary, I shall at once apply. The delay in 
answering your letter arises from my having so recently joined ; it was 
necessary that I should find out something about the state of affairs 
before rfijlying to your letter. 
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From H. M. Retd, Esq., Commissioner of tlio Rajshabye Division, — (No. 734, 
dated the 5th May 1860.) 

Fodwakded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for his 
information. 


From W. L. F. Rodinson, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Moorshedabad, to 
the Commissioner of the llajshahye Division, — (No. 898, dated the 28th 
April 1800.) 

Sill, 

I HAVE the honor to report that no further disturbances have 
occurred about Indigo matters in this District during the week. 

2. The only thing I have to report is the receipt yesterday of a 
letter from Mr. Hedger, of Turtipore, stating that the dwelling-house of 
Radhakristopore Factory (closed) had been burnt. He does not know by 
whom, but supposes an incendiary, because the walls were kucha-pucka. 
He also states that some few days ago a RyoCs land, prepared for Paddy, 
was sown by some unknown person with Indigo. Mr. Hedger, putting 
both things together, thinks some one is trying to get him into trouble. 
The Ryot is not under advances from the Factory. I have sent orders 
to the Police to enquire as to the origin of the fire ; and I have communi- 
cated with Mr. Furrell, in whose Division, I believe, the place is, on the 
subject. I have also written to Mr. Hedger for more information, and 
will report to you further, if circumstances render it necessary. 


From F. Gouldsburv, Esq., Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, — 
(No. 639, dated the 25th April 1860.) 

Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for his 
information. 

From F. A. Lusiiington, Esq., Magistrate of Rajshahye, to the Commis- 
sioner of the Rajshahye Division, — (No. 185, dated the 21st April 1860.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my Report No. 168 of the 10th instant, 
1 have the honor to state that the peace of the District, as far as the 
cultivation and sowing of Indigo is concerned, has continued hitherto 
undisturbed. Last week, on the receipt of intelligence thftt some 
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Lattiais, in the pay of one Kessubnaili Saha, were assembling in the 
Village of Goopeenathpore, in Thannah Singra, Mr. Metcalfe, the 
Assistant in charge of Nattore, moved thither with a body of the Police 
Battalion, consisting of thirty of those cpiartered at Deegah Putteah ; 
and the finding of a bundle of Spears hastily buried in the ground, and of 
a number of cooking pots simmering on their respective fires, seemed to 
indicate the gathering of some fifteen or sixteen individuals, but all had 
disappeared ere the arrival of the Troops. Mv, Metcalfe was fortunate 
also in apprehending a Sirdar Lattial of the abovenamed Kessubnath 
Saha, who appeared to be watching the movements of himself and his 
Troops, and on him were found two letters to the Ryots of Goopcenath- 
pore, forbidding them to sow Indigo, but to sow Dhan. Kessubnath 
Saha is now in custody, awaiting his trial ; and Mr. Metcalfe has since 
reported that all his differences with Messrs. Watson and Company are 
being amicably settled. Beyond the above, there is nothing whatever 
calculated at present to cause the slightest uneasiness connected with the 
Indigo cultivation of this District. 

From F. GouLUSiiUEV, Esq., Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, — (No. 

658, dated the 27th April 1800.) 

FoiiWAKDED to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for his 
information. 


From S. H. C. Tat lee, Esq., Olliciating Magistrate of Maldah, to the 
Commissioner of the Rujsliahye Division, — (No. — dated the — A])ril 1860.) 

Sir, 

Ix accordance with your letter No. 517 of the 20th March 
last, requesting a Weekly Report on the state of the District, and 
measures adopted for preserving the peace, I hav'c the honor to inform 
you that the Zillah of Maldah is at present free IVom disturbance. A 
party of twenty men of the 2iul Police Battalion are stationed near 
Buckrabad Factory, and seventy-five more, under a European Officer, 
remain in the Sudder Station ready for any emergency. 1 take this 
opportunity to mention that the Ryots on the D^aras of the Ganges, 
who cultivate Indigo under conditions somewhat peculiar, liaving mis- 
interpreted the Proclamation embodying the substance of the second read- 
ing of the New Indigo Act which was circulated among them, and slicwn 
a disposition to break their contracts, I have issued an explanation of 
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the Act as read a third time, and directed the Police Darogahs to take 
particular care in making the people understand its exact purport, and 
further to take written acknowledgments from the Headiiaen of Villages 
that they have hoard and understood the Act/^ and to explain to tliem 
that they will be hfild accountable if, to their knowledge, any illegal 
assembly or other disturbance on the Indigo question takes place in their 
respective Villages without their giving information to the Police. This is 
merely applying the general principle laid down in the Regulations to a 
particular case ; but it appears to me likely to bring their responsibility 
more nearly home to their comprehension. This measure has not yet 
had time fully to work, but 1 hope for good effects from it. 

The Planters of this District arc beginning to avail themselves of the 
new Act, and I have had eight cases instituted before me in accordance 
with its provisions. 


No. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India, in 
the Home Department. 

By Order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
Fort Wilijam, H. Bell, 

The hlh May 1860. J Under -Secretanj to the Government of Bengal, 


From F. Gotjldsbury, Esq., Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 617, dated the 26th 
April 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to forward, for the Lieutenant-Governor^s 
perusal, copy of a further Report, dated the 23rd instant, from the Offi- 
ciating Magistrate of Pubna, regarding the late riot at Jungnl, together 
with a copy of Mr. Lingham’s deposition on oath. 

2. This Report places the deplorable want of judgment shown by the 
latter Officer in even a stronger light than the first accounts of the case 
had done. lie was diluted by the Magistrate to enquire into a com- 
plaint preferred by Mr. P. Durand against the Ryots of several Villages 
in his Concern, and a Detachment of thirty men of the Police Battalion 
were sent with him to support his authority. Under such circumstances 
it was peculiarly incumbent upon Mr, Lingham to have kept aloof from 
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the complainant until he had entered upon the investigation, instead of 
which he proceeded with his party to one of Mr. Durand^s Factories 
(where quarter# had been prepared for the Sepoys), and from whence Mr. 
Durand himself went on in advance with the Nazir and Burkundauzes, 
thereby giving* rise to the impression that the party had come to Bnpjpori 
the Planter in. his designs, an impression which must have been consi- 
derably strengthened by Mr. Lingham’s subsequent appearance upon tlie 
ground, mounted on a Factory horse, and by his requesting Mr. Durand 
to assist him in his operations against the Villagers, who appear to have 
assembled more for the sake of opposing Mr. Durand than the Ma- 
gistrate. 

3. That under such circumstances a riot should have taken place is 
not to be wondered at, and the disastrous result is entirely attributable 
to Mr. Lingham’s mismanagement. 

4. It is satisfactory to find that the principals, with the exception of 
two individuals (one of whom is dead), are in custody, together with some 
thirty or forty others, and it is to he hoped that a conviction will be 
obtained in the Sessions Court. 

5. With the force which is at present located in the Piibna District 
there is no probability of further disturbances. Indeed, the present one 
might, as Mr. Bainbridge correctly observes, have l>eon avoided. 


From A, J. Bainbeidoe, Esq., Otliciating Magistrate of Pulma, to the Com- 
missioner of the Uajshahye Division, — (dated the 23rd April 1800.) 

SlE, 

I BEG to enclose a copy of Mr. Deputy Magistrate Lingliam^s 

deposition on oath in the case in the margin. 

Beport of a case of riot and ^ i i i . . 

resistance to the Oomercoiiy 1 have sparccl no paius or personal exertion 

prove this matter to the bottom. 

My enquiries occupied nine days, from the 
l^th to the 21st; and the result is, that I have failed to discover any 
trace of one of the missing Sepoys, that I am morally convinced of his 
death, and that I can find nothing to justify the conduct of the Villagers. 

They urge that they did not know it was the Magistrate ; that Mr. 
Durand, their worst enemy, and another Sahib, with Sepoys and a large 
force of Lattials, fell upon their Villages, plundering and outraging the 
inhabitants, and that they resisted in self-defence. 
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The Chowhoyebr of the Village of Jiingal admits that both he and the 
other Villagers believed it was the Magistrate. Hc^ the Chowkeydar, 
consequently went out to make his salaam, wliereupon the supposed Ma- 
gistrate immediately ordered him to be beaten. Hence his own and 
their misapprehension as to his identity and consequent resistance. 

The general impression among the independent neighbours, every one 
of whoso Villages 1 visited in person is, that the riot was the result of 
a mistake as to the identity ol' the Magistrate, caused by his own con- 
duct, easy for common cultivators to full into. 

As to the facts of the riot, I believe every word of Mr. Lingbam^s 
account implicitly. Ills evidence was given with a calmness and temper 
which firmly impressed me with its truth. 

As to the plea of misapj)rchcnsion, you will ohsorv^c that Mr. Lingharn 
proceeded to the spot with all the symbols of office, in consequence of a 
Petition filed in open Court, and that he sent Government Peadahs to 
announce his approach ; that he took the Sepoys first to Nohatta Fac- 
tory, about three miles, us the crow fl.ies, from Jungal, and remained 
there upwards of a day ; that he then proceeded with Mr. Durand and 
the Sepoys to Nischindpore Factory, marching down the opposite hank 
of the River, and passing within two or three miles of the Villages ; 
finally, the next day, thence to the seciic of action. A very little know- 
ledge of the Native habit of watching and waiting for the movements of 
the Hakim will convince that this plea is weak to absurdity. 

Considered with the Chowkeydar’s answer, with the evidence of a Shop- 
keeper in the Village, a Ryot of the principal Prisoner, who \A^ent to the 
Village the next morning for his goods, and deposes that the Villagers 
told him that Ramrutton Baboons Mooktear had written the day before, 
advising them of the Magistrate’s coming, with the fact, that it was 
known beforehand in uninterested Villages forming a semi circle round 
Jungal, and that a Cutcherry and quarter for the Sepoys had been pre- 
pared several days before in a Village within sight (distant about two 
miles), the plea becomes incredible. 

Two minor circumstances, not without significance, are, that the armed 
men assembled outside the Village (the place shewn me was fully 500 
yards from the houses) fled on Mr. Lingham’s coming in sight, and that 
some eight or ten respectable persons were distinctly seen directing the 
rioters. There are no respectable inhabitants in the Village, no Cut- 
cherry, &e.; and at this season there is no kist business to take them 
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there. They were therefore expecting some one ; and all the Defoiulants 
deny that they expected Mr. Durand or his men. As to th<f plea that 
Mr. Lingham was accompanied by Lattials,, who looted and outraged the 
women^ and the Chowkeydar’s story, I have no hesitation in saying that 
this is false, and there is evidence sufficient to show it. 

I am convinced the Chowkeydar’s account is equally so. II(j states 
that the Sahib on the red horse beat him, and pointed out the spot. The 
Sahib was Mr. Durand, and the spot, between two houses in the heart of 
the Village, a place where that gentleman’s conduct is conclusive proof 
that he never ventured his person. 

It remains to account if possible for the outrage. Be it remem- 
bered that the Villages arc very strong, and the iuliabitants notorious 
Lattials ; they have been fighting Mr. Durand fn* years with success 
and his influence has been lately on the decline ; tluit Mr. Lingham 
was preceded by Mr. Durand and his local servants ; that lie came 
himself on a Factory horse and from the Factory ; that a place had 
been prepared for the Sepoys by Mr. Durand, near Jungal ; that his 
servants had doubtless boasted how the Fultun would dispose of their 
sticks and spears ; and that Mr. Lingham immediately proceeded to 
arrest the armed men right and left, 

1 am inclined to think that they thouglit ho had come to assist 
Mr. Durand to sow Indigo ; that, urged by their leaders, who felt sure 
of detection should the Magistrate disperse the rioters and search the 
Village, which is isolated, and without Jungal, and emboldened by Mr. 
Lingham’s scattered disposition, forbearance and reireat, they, in a fury 
of excitement and vindictiveness, committed the outrage. 

Ordinary Natives are not far-sighted ; they probably thought a 
victory under the circumstances would dispose of Mr. Durand for 
ever. 

As regards Mr. Lingham’s conduct, liis going from the Factory 
was injudicious; and his want of judgment in dividing his force, and, 
when in the scrape, not allowing and directing his men to defend 
themselves with their fire-arms before they got disorganized and beyond 
control, lamentable. 

To retreat before an infuriated crowd was the surest way to induce an 
attack. 

Personally he shewed great courage. Nor do I think the Sepoys 
behaved badly ; under the circumstances what could they do ? 
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There is no doubt tluii the llaviklar and a Sepoy saved Mr. Ling- 
ham’s life t they both deserve promotion. I shall report them to their 
Commanding OfFicer. 

Mr. Lingham was also wrong in not calling upon the neighbouring 
Zemindars to surround the Villages immediately after, and thereby 
secure his missing men. The Villages are quite isolated, no men near, 
and the body could not have been made away with. 

lie had however been severely beaten, almost to insensibility. 

The principals, with the exception of two, arc in custody, together 
with some thirty or forty others. 

One of the aforesaid two is dead, and the other seriously ilh The 
latter is brother to Mr. Battersby^s Naib. As Mr. Battersby says he 
fully believes he will come in on recovering, and promised to give 
timely noti(;e should he suspect the contrary, I accepted his brother’s 
hail to produce him within a month. One or two others made them- 
selves conspicuous. I have olfered Rupees 100 reward in each case. 
The Villages were all deserted, and there was no chance of the inhabi- 
tants returning so long as 1 or the Sepoys remained. 

A Darogah and Jemadar have been left with orders to encourage the 
people to return, arrest the remaining Defendants, and report every day. 
The sowings in the neighbourhood were all but completed when I left. 

The case is proved against all the Brisoners ; but with the exception 
of the cases of Gopi Mohun Chowdhery and Ramsoonder Biswas, iden- 
tification of the other principals depends only on the evidence of Mr. 
Durand’s servants. I am afraid also that the Sepoys and Peadahs will 
fail to identify the same men in every instance at the Sessions that they 
have before me, I have only to add that I think on the whole this 
collision was uncalled for, and might have been avoided. It is not a 
test of the state of the District. The effect of the numerous arrests, 
and the sudden appearance of so many Soldiers in the neighbourhood, 
has been to send the Ryots to their ploughs in haste, with the idea that 
Government will enforce sowing if necessary. 

My reason for saying so is that I heard Mr, Savi boast that, under 
existing circumstances, the mere threat of a Petition to the Magistrate 
had been sufficient to turn out the ploughs of all his recusant Ryots. 
And I noticed that those with whom I spoke were all careful to impress 
upon me that they had no intention of quarrelling or refusing to 
sow. 
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From V, DaiiAND, Esq., Niscliindpore, to H. MitspHATT, Esq., OfTiciiitiiig* 
Magistrate of PuLna, — (dated the 4th April 18G0.) 

Sir? 

I BEO to bring to yotir notice, and for special consideration, 
that the Ryots of several Villages of this Concern, lying within your 
jurisdiction, have, through reports ingeniously circulated, in imitation of 
those in Kurrccmporc, turned out in open rebellion at the instigation ot 
petty Joatdars and Zemindars’ Amlahs. A Petition to this effect has 
already been forwarded to your Court, through one of the field servants ; 
and, in claiming yonr prompt assistance, by ordering the despatch of a 
body of determined Police, I cannot leave out that, if delay occurs by my 
endeavouring to secure my rights and protect my interests, the conse- 
quences are likely to be serious. They have pushed malice so far as to 
set fire to October Plants on ground adjoining their Paddy fields. 

From IT. Muspkatt, E.sq., Officiating Magistrate of Puhiia, — (dated the 7tli 

April 1860.) 

Fokwakded to Mr. Lingham, Deputy Magistrate of Coraercolly, 
with a request that he will proceed immediately to the spot, taking 
with him (20) twenty Sepoys sent herewith. The Sepoys liavo not 
taken their traps with them. Ten more Sq)oys will start by boat fot* 
Comcrcolly with them this afternoon. So the Dejmty Magistrate is 
requested to give his own ordei’s what these ten men are to do on arrival. 

Any man seized and punishable under the new Act should be sent 
into the S udder Station under a guard of Sepoys. 

Deposition and information of Edwabt) Fiiaber Li:ngiiam, on oath. 

Under directions of the Magistrate of Pnbna, I proceeded with a 
guard of thirty of the Military Police towards the Village of Jungal 
to investigate certain cases of destruction of Indigo and assaults, lodged 
by the Nischindpore Concern. 

I thought it advisable to take the Guard, because I had heard that 
I should probably find the Villagers riotously assembled ; but, in order 
to avoid any misunderstanding on the part of the Villagers, I left the 
Sepoys two miles in the rear and rode on to join my Nazir and 
Burkundauzes. 

About three-quarters of a mile from the Village of Bonnatoil, Mr. 
Durand rode up to say the Nazir had requested him to call me to his 
assistance, as they (the Villagers) were chasing my Burkundauzes, 
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About 500 men seeiniul to be assoTnl)lc(l. On my f^allopiu^ up they 
dispersed. They were all, as far as I could observe, armed. I appre- 
hended three of these and the Burkundauzes seized four. On hearing 
from my Burkunrhuizos that there was a large gathering on my left, 
I requested Mr. Durand to remain with my Nazir without the Village 
on the right, and myself rode quickly towards the assembled men, I 
saw that they were all armed, and some 200 were clear of the houses. 
In advance of those men was a respectable looking person pointed out 
to me as one Gopee Nauth Chowdiy. 1 think 1 can identify him if I 
see him. I held up my spread hand, calling upon them to hear me ; 
that I was not come to light with them. They pelted me, so I returned 
to rny Police, and, directing iliem to follow, rode off to cut off some 
of the rioters. When I got to the end of the Village I found another 
small Village, as it were, full of armed men, all flourishing their wea- 
pons, and defying us to come on. Thinking my Peadahs would be at 
once attacked if they retreated, I ordered them to remain stationary 
whilst I galloped olI‘for the Sepoys, I m(?t them about three-quarters 
of a mile from the Village of Bounatoil. I divided them into three 
parties, directing one to advance at the double on the riglit without the 
Village, another without the Village on the left, and the third to accom- 
pany me. On arriving near tlie smaller Village I observed a large 
body of men drawn up on a rising ground in a ibreatcning attitude. 
My left here joined me. They attacked us, tlirowing pieces of bamboo 
and clods, dancing and calling to us to come on. 

I ^Iked my horse towards them, Init they would listen to nothing. 
My men began returning their attack by fire. I begged them not to 
fire. Shortly after I heard a shot or two on the right. I sent a Sepoy 
for Mr. Durand, and entreated the latter to reinaim by the men and 
prevent the firing, whilst I rode to the right. Mr. Durand replied that 
he was afraid to go up, and would stay behind me. I then thought it 
best to fall back towards the right. I met the right hand party of Sepoys 
coming up to me at the double. I attempted to form the whole twenty- 
eight up in front of onr opponents and retreat in order, in the hope that 
by keeping a steady front, 1 should be able to retreat without bloodshed. 

The rioters, on. our attempting a retrogade movement, made a furious 
onset, out-llanking us on both sides, and pouring on by hundreds from 
the front. I alone stood, holding up my hand, upon which they made 
me a particular object of attack, throwing bamboos,* clubs, spears, fish- 
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prongs^ bonefij clods, and anything they could lay hands on. 1 was 
struck several times and my horse speared. Seeing the weapons com- 
ing from alf sides, I galloped off to rejoin tlic Sepoys who were in full 
retreat. I dismounted and attempted to rally them. I'liey were lost to 
control, keeping up an irregular fire, but not forming. I was the whole 
time in their front, calling upon them not to lire, depressing or throwing 
up their muskets, and taking the caps off the nipples as they presented, 
to prevent bloodshed. One of the Sepoys fell, and presently another. 
I endeavoured to form the men and bring off the wounded, whom I 
observed the rioters were heating cruelly ; but the men were panic- 
stricken and ran away. The rioters fell upon me, I guarded their 
blows with a small riding cane, I rejoined my men, and got several to 
face about ; but the rioters pressed us upon tliree sides, overwhelming us 
with blows. The Sepoys again ran, 1 was then severely struck, I 
turned and guarded seven blows, and again endeavoured to rejoin the 
Sepoys, but got struck down by blows, and was severely beaten while 
on the ground. One man was making a blow at my neck with a tulwar, 
calling to the others to give him room ; hut his blow w'as stayed, and 
I was lifted up, as I afterwards found, by the Sikh Ilavildar. They 
followed us about 500 yards out of the Village, pelting bamboos, &e., at 
us. Tlie llavildar^s name is Loboo Khan, I have seventeen bruises on 
iny body, and my hat is beaten in four places. My horse was covered 
with wounds, and they carried him off, together with a new saddle, 
value Ilui^ces 120, which 1 have not recovered. 

1 only saw one Sepoy fall between the Villagers. They beat him uflhier- 
cifully, forcibly pulling his legs apart, and stripping him of his clothes 
and dragging him away by the legs. He did not move, and I thought 
he was dead. The man (Sepoy) recovered to-day, says he was the man, 
hut I can hardly believe any one could survive the treatment I saw. 

I did not see what became of the other man (Sepoj^), nor did I see 
any one on the part of the rioters fall or get hit, with the exception 
of one whom I hit in the eye after he struck me. The Sepoys must 
have fired at least a hundred rounds. 

The men I arrested ran with spears and shields into a house, whence 
I pulled them out ; they had there dropped their weapons, which were 
however found. 

To ilie Court . have reason to think this attack was premeditated, 
because I don’t think so many men or weapons could have been got 
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together under two days at least. The pieces of thick bamboo, used 
as missiles, were evidently prepared with the knots all cut into sharp 
X)oints, and many of the clubs and spear handles were freshly cut, and 
they met us half a mile from the Village. I attribute it not to the 
present state of disaffection regarding Indigo so much as to enmity of 
long standing on the part of llam Ruttun Roy and the Baleakaudee 
Chowdries, because these men are all said to have been present, and 
because the Villagers would never have gone to the expense of hiring so 
many professional Lattials, which more than half of them evidently 
were. Furthermore, Ram Rutton Roy, through his Amlah, especially 
the Joynisse Mohesli Chunder Chatterjca, have officially every reason 
to be hostile to me, and have once endeavoured to bribe me. 

I saw several persons well dressed, evidently instigators and directors 
amongst the rioters, as they passed from Barie to Barie. The rioters 
knew who I was and why I came, and addressed me as Magistrate. 

(Signed) E. F. Lingham. 

The April 1860. 

Taken by me, this 12th day of April 1860. 

(Signed) A. J. R. Bainbuidob, 

Officiating Magistrate. 

Witness to-day, being sworn, identifies Prisoner Somboo Paramanick 
as on^of those arrested by him in arms. 

(Signed) E. F. Lingham. 


To the Court . — My order to the Nazir was to go on ahead with Mr. 
Durand in order to lose no time, because I was crossing the men. I 
intended to join him before he got to the Village. I told him to say 
that I was coming, and to go on to the Village. 1 was on a fast 
horse, and knew I could overtake him long before he got there. As 
it turned out, I missed my way, going on the wrong side of the Bheel, 
and did not therefore overtake as I intended. I think there were four 
Peons with the Nazir with chuprassess and pugries, Mr, Durand, two 
Syces, and five or six witnesses in the Indigo burning case, &c,, to point 
out the ground. They had no weapons whatever; and I recollect send- 
ing back two men, Khalassies, who started with Mr. Durand, because 
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they had sticks. Nobody else went with either of us. I am certain 
the Villagers knew perfectly who I was, and I told the Nazir why I 
was going. 

When I got there, the Villagers, that is to say armed men, were 
collected to the number of some 300 on a rising ground about a quarter 
of a mile outside the Village of Bonnatoil, shouting and chasing the 
Peons. They did not collect by parties from the surrounding Villages 
after our arrival. Mr. Durand had nothing in the shape of weapon in his 
hand to attract notice ; ho had an empty revolver in his waist, which I told 
him to hide by buttoning his coat over it. There had been rain the night 
before at Nischindpore ; the ground seemed a little damp at the Village, 
not a sowing rain. 

None of the people with me. Sepoys or otherwise, entered the Villages 
or gave any provocation whatever. 

The Nazir went, at least started on a pony, but could not ride. The 
Elephant came up with the baggage of the men long after I took the 
Sepoys up. 

I did not know that a Cutcherry had been prepared for me at 
Poosanelah. I had no intention of stopping there, and intended to go 
on to Bhetnabarry at once. 

Witness, on being confronted with the Prisoners, identifies Bhyrub 
Chung, son of llamnath, as one of the rioters. 

(Signed) E. F. Lingiiam. 

T/ie April 1860. 


Witness being sworn. 

The Prisoner Gopce Mohun Chowdry is the man pointed out to me 
during the riot as Gopee Mohun Chowdry. Mr, Durand rode up to me at 
the South-west corner of the Village, just after my Nazir had induced me 
to mount my horse, as the Villagers were evidently determined to fight 
and would not hear him, and said, look, there is Mr. Lingham, the 
Chowderys are out leading on their men, pointing to the Prisoner and 
mentioning his name. I advanced on horseback up the Village road 
towards him and saw a body of armed men at his back, who were just 
driving in my Peons. Th^^se men particularly addressed me as Magis- 
trate and Hakim, not listening to anything I had to say, using threats. 
The Prisoner slunk back as I passed him, apparently with the intention 

119 
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of concealing himself* His head was uncovered. I also recognize, to the 
best of my belief, the Prisoner Ramdhun Chowkeydar, He was 
standing with a spear in hand among other rioters, with his chupras on, 
when I walked my horse up to speak to the rioters, three-quarters of an 
hour before the Sepoys came to the Village. There were other Chowkey- 
dars with Sim. 

To the Court , — I passed through a Hat of Ram Rutton Baboo\s with 
the Sepoys the evening before this riot. The Hat was going on, and 
number of Cutcherry Amlah came out to look at us. 

This Hut is not above four or five miles from the place where it took 
place. 

Tlie riot look place at about 9 a. m. or a little after and lasted until 
11-30 A. M., (Witness here identified Prisoner Nimay, son of Aradhon 
Chung, as one of the rioters.) 

I should say at least 1,200 men opposed me. 

(Signed) E. P. Linoham, 

The mh April 18G0, 


To the Court , — I struck one rioter, whom wo first seized, on the calf, 
because he refused to submit to the Nazir after arrest. It was no time 
to f rifle, 

Ramdhun Chowkeydar and any others who showed marks must have 
come hy them in the fight. I saw no one struck among the persons 
>ve seized. 

I went to Nischindpore because my order did not specify where I was 
to go ; and I wanted shelter and russud for the Sepoys. Mr. Durand rode 
to Nowbatta to meet and take me on there. 

I told him at the time that I had rather he did not accompany me 
from Nowbatta to the Factory, as it might have a bad effect. He said 
that Mr. Muspratt had written requesting him to meet me and show 
me the way. Mr. Durand accompanied me to the Village of Jungal to 
show me the Indigo and look after liis case. Mr. Durand did not 
approach the Village nearer than half a mile, until accompanied by me. 

I saw no one touch any cows or commit any outrage whatever. 

On the morning after the riot I wrote to A^ssrs. Battershy and Savi, 
requesting them to do their best to recover the Sepoy, who I heard was 
still alive ; and placed nets across the River, and stationed fishermen at 
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intervals of two miles along the River, into which the body of the other 
was likely to be thrown, I may mention as another reason for my 
presence with the Sepoys being generally known that I was for a day 
or rather more at Nowhatta with them before I went to Nischindpore, 
The Darogah arrived the day after the riot. I gave him a jecret order 
to go to the Village and discover the wounded Sepoy, and ifnc wanted 
assistance to let me know. I was then at Mohespore. 


From A. R. Yotjno, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to tlie 
Commissioner of the Rajsliahye Division, — (No. 2220, dated the 5th 
May 1860.) 

Sir, 

I am: directed to acknowledge the receipt of your predecessor's 
letter No. 617, dated the 26th ultimo, forwarding a copy of a further 
report from the Officiating Magistrate of Pubna, of the late riot at 
Jungal, together with a copy of Mr. Lingham’s deposition on oath. 

2. The orders already passed in my letter No. 1817, dated tlie 21st 
ultimo, to Mr. Gouldsbury^s address, sufficiently dispose of Mr. Ling- 
ham's case. 

3. A copy of Mr. Lingham's deposition will he sent to Major Rattray, 
with a view to the Havildar and Sepoy who saved Mr. Lingham's life 
being properly rewarded,. 

4. Mr. Bainhridge seems to have exerted himself very successfully in 
the suppression of the riot. 


From A. R. YoTJNa, Esq., Secretary to the Oovernmeut of Bengal, to tho 
Inspector of Police Battalions in Bengal, — (No. 2221, dated the 5tli 
May 1860.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my Endorsement No. 1818, dated tho 21st 
ultimo, I am directed to forward to you the accompanying copy of a 
deposition on oath, by Mr. Deputy Magistrate Lingham, relative to the 
late occurrences at Jungal. 

2. The Lien|enant-Governor will be glad if the Havildar and Sepoy 
who saved Mr. Lingham's life can properly be rewarded. 
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From E. F. Lingiiam, Esq., Deputy Magistrate, to A. U. Youira, Esq., 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal,— (dated the 15th May 1860.) 

Sm, 

I TRXJST that I shall not be considered intrusive in venturing to 
address you on the subject of your letter No. 1847, dated 21st April 
last, and a^Aressed to the Commissioner of Pubna, the contents of which 
letter, owing probably to my removal from that Division have not yet 
been officially communicated to me, but which have come to my know- 
ledge from a perusal of the papers relating to the Indigo cultivation 
(published by authority.) 

2. Regretting, as I do most deeply, that I should have fallen under 
the displeasure of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, I am naturally 
desirous of truly representing some matters which appear to have been 
misunderstood to my prejudice, and this desire will, I trust, be a suffi-. 
cient excuse for any irregularity, if there be any, in my addressing you 
direct. 

3. It is not my intention to question the correctness of His Honoris 
judgment to the effect that I erred in not having used the means at my 
disposal to disperse at the beginning the tumultuous assembly ; but the 
matters which I desire especially to notice are the following, namely : — 

— ^Tho imputation of mismanagement in dividing the small Force 
at my disposal into three parties in the face of an armed multitude of 
1,200 men. 

%n(lly ^ — The neglect to give directions for Military action when that 
multitude shewed a determination to attack my party; and 

Zrdly^—ilxQ order given to the Military Police to retreat after they had 
been attacked by the rioters, and the result of that order. 

4. That the remarks I am about to oiler may be better understood, I 
beg to submit herewith a plan of the locality of the disturbance. 

5. It will be observed that I, with my party, approached the Village 
of Jungal from the South in the direction of Village Bornatoil, which was 
almost deserted, but on the outskirts of which I had secured seven 
rioters, who were sent to the rear. The Village of Bornatoil being almost 
deserted, I ran no risk in thus dividing my men ; and indeed I passed 
through the Village with eight men without a show of resistance. I 
gave directions to the other two parties to skirt the Village on either side 
and meet me on the opposite side (to the North) on the ^ass plot before 
the Village of Jungal. This was done by both parties, and the thiee 
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parties were about 100 yards from each oilier in the open before Jiingal. 
I joined the left party. 

6. The right party remaining stationary, I directed them to follow 
me and then moved up with my own party and the left in the direction 
A. (see Sketch.) I was not withQ^t hopes of yet taking a few armed 
men, but when they began to assemble in considerable nmmbers in the 
Village facing me, I left my men about seventy yards from the Village 
and Avalked up alone to reason with the rioters. They created such an 
uproar that it was impossible to make one^s self audibly heard. 

7. A little patience, however, might have produced the desired effect, 
but my party, contrary to orders, when, to the best of my knowledge, 
the missils cast had not reached iheniy opened fire, and could not be effec- 
tually restrained. 

8. The right party had not yet joined me as I had directed, and 
they, taking the signal from my party, also fired. Here it was that I 
sent for Mr. Durand and requested him to remain with my men whilst 
I rode down the lane at B,, for the purpose of bringing up the right 
party. In the lane C. I met my Nazir and directed him to tell their 
Naick to join me, it being my intention to concentrate the Force at or 
about the spot where the eighteen were ; and there to use it for the sup- 
pression of any violence which might be attempted outside the Village. 

9. Unfortunately, however, Mr. Durand, as appears from his own 
statement instead of remaining with the men, followed me, and from 
what reason I am unable to state. The men with whom I had requested 
him to remain followed him up the lane, into which it was not my 
intention they should enter. 

10. After meeting my Nazir and turning back, I perceived that the 
men whom I had directed to remain in the open were at the head of the 
lane C., and that the rioters here assembling in large numbers to the 
North of the lane, among their huts, and I, being most unwilling that 
the men should fire into the Village by which the lives of the innocent 
might be sacrificed with the guilty, gave directions for the party to 
retire down the lane C., then intending to form them all on the grass 
plot at D, to the South of Jungal, and there act against the rioters if 
they followed, 

11. I freely acknowledge now that I erred i^giving that order, and 
had I fores^ the consequences of it would, on my own responsibility, 
have maintmed the position in the lane into which circumstances had 
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thrown us. I regret I did not pursue this course, and also deeply 
regret that the course adopted and its consequences should have brought 
on me the displeasure of tlic Lieutenant-Governor. But I would res- 
pectfully urge, for the consideration of His Honor, that when I gave 
that order it was my intention that the Military Police should retire in 
Military order, not as appears to have been understood by them that 
they were to run away.^^ I repeat that my directions were to retire 
without firing in the lane. This they did for a short distance, and I ad- 
vanced alone to reason with the rioters, but when I turned, I perceived 
the Military Police were in disorder, some running, otliers turning occa- 
sionally to fire ; and shortly after (before I had rejoined them,) the party 
ran away,” as the Ilavildar Sheii Khan reports them to have done, 
and it was whilst so running away that the two Sepoys, one of whom 
was killed, fell. 

12. I trust that I shall be excused for repeating what has already 
boon regarded with displeasure, but I could not give a clear statement 
of the matters were I to omit stating this part of the case, and I think 
I am, in justice to myself, entitled to mention a fact which is confirmed 
by the Ilavildar, because to this running away” may fairly bo attribu- 
table much of the evil that arose. The rioters became thereby embol- 
dened. During the short time the Military Police retired in order, 
the rioters though they cast missils at them, or more properly speaking 
towards them, yet did not press upon them, and that I did not allow 
them to do so is best evidenced by the fact of but one man of the 
whole Force receiving a slight bruise on the shoulder. Had my inten- 
tions been carried into effect, and the Police retired in such order as to 
be able to act on the offensive whenever it became necessary to do so, 
it is most probable that the rioters would not have dared to attack 
us ; it was when they saw the men disorganized that they took courage. 

13. When the Sepoy hud fallen (I saw only one,) 1 did not for a 
time prevent the others firing, but I could not prevail on them to 
bring him off. 

14». After a deal of hasty firing the Military Police again ran” 
as I subsequently found, because they had expended almost all their 
ammunition* No effect of mine could stop them, though I perceived 
wo were by this time qj^ite clear of the Village and on the spot whence 
it was my intention to act. I was left behind and maltreated by the 
rioters. 
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16. On rejoining I ordered a volley* and the rioters then dispersed ; 

more I supposed on account of their uiiwilling- 

* Ilavildur’a deposition, . /> n • ^ « 

ness to loJlovv us in the open than on account ol 

the firing ; for though above 140 rounds had been fired, I had not 

noticed one of the rioters fall. 

16. I do not question the propriety of the decision to which His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor has come. I am now conscious of my 
original error in not ordering the Military Police to fire when the 
rioters first exhibited a determination to attack the party : but as has 
before been stated, I was actuated by a desire not to run the risk of 
taking innocent lives with the guilty, and I certainly was ignorant of 
the temper of the men placed at my disposal. Besides, I could not 
forget that Mr, Durand who had complained against the Villagers had 
accompanied me. 

4 17. I trust I may be pardoned in thus occupying Ilis Honor’s time. 
My object is to show that however unfortunate my management of the 
affair might have been, there was neither that want of personal courage 
nor that degree of incapacity wliieli should deprive me of all hopes of 
regaining the confidence of the Government. 


From A. K. Youno, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to E. F. 
Lingiiam, Esq., Deputy Magistrate, — (No. 2578, dated the 19th May 
1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 15th instant, in which you recapitulate the circumstances connected 
with the recent affray at the village of Jungal, with a view to correct 
what you consider an erroneous impression entertained by the Lieute- 
nant-Governor of some of your proceedings on that occasion. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor, I am to observe, formed his opinion of 
the case on your own account of it. You have throughout described the 
event in the most candid and creditable manner ; but the Lieutenant- 
Governor regrets that the present further accouijt of it does not enable 
him to alter his original opinion of your management of the affair. The 
Lieutenant-Governor never doubted or put in%uestion your personal 
courage. 0 %the contrary his impression is that you acted on the un- 
fortunate occasion with personal courage, and that your mistake arose 
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from misapplying principles of humanity, which are in themselves cre- 
ditable to you. 

8. Neither is the Lieutenant-Governor’s opinion of the conduct of 
the Military Police altered by what you have now stated. He observes 
that if, when you formed the unfortunate resolution of retreating, you 
had explainfd your object to the Native Officer in Command of the Par- 
ty, and had left it to that Officer to act thereupon, you would have had 
a right to expect that Military order would have been preserved, what- 
ever the Officer may have thought it best to do. But, as you appear to 
have treated the party of Military Police as though they had been a 
collection of Burkundauzes, tlic Lieutenant-Governor cannot but con- 
sider that you are yourself responsible for the confusion that followed 
your own acts and orders. 


No. 2574. 

Copt of the foregoing letter, and of tliat to whicli it is a reply, 

forwarded for the information of the Inspector of Police Battalions 
in Bengal. 


Prom F. OouLBSBiriiY, Esq., Commissioner of the 'Eajshahye Division, to 
the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 603, dated the 28th 
April 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to annex, for the Lieutenant- Governor’s infor- 
mation, a copy of a demi-official communication from Mr. Bainbridge, 
who now is in the neighbourhood of Mcorpore, where he proposes 
remaining ^hmtil things are settled or the cases decided,” 

2. It will be «een that the Kurreeraporc Darogah of the Nuddea 
District, with two or three other influential men, are supposed to have 
been the chief agitators and cause of the combination among the Ryots 
in that part of the Pubnah District. The former has been arrested by 
Mr. Bainbridge and sent in to Kurreempore, which measure it is hoped 
will have a good effect. 

3. With reference to what Mr. Bainbridge states regarding the 
Sowars under Lieutenant Davis, I would beg to suggest that that 
Officer be directed to return to Berhampore with his Detachment, leav- 
ing about twenty of h§ men with Lieutenant Reeves to assist in arrest- 
^^8* parties implicated in the late disturbance, and in conveying orders 
to the Police, 
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4. As everything is perfectly quiet in Rajslialiye^ I do not think it 
will be necessary to detain Capiaiii Pughc^s men lierc beyond the pre- 
sent month, when the Detachment of Lieutenant Kceves^ Corps, at 
present located at Pootcali, may be brought in to the Station. 

From A. J. U. Batnbiitdge, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Pubna, to 
F. Goulbsbtjby, Esq., Commissioner of the Rajsliahye Division, — (dated 
the 24th April 18G0.) 

My dear Sill, 

I ARRIVED here this morning. Everything, as far as actual 
violence is concerned, is quiet, but neitlier Ghazceporc nor this Factory 
have sown. I spoke to the Ryots to-day, and atn confident that if the 
eases under the Act are taken up sharply, tliey will all settle. The 
Deputy Wasifoodeen is here, and doing well, but he is too slow. lie 
h^ been here ten or eleven days and not decided a case. He addressed 
nS oflicially to the effect that, after close enquiry, he was convinced 
that the Kurrecmporc Darogah of Nuddea, with two or three other in- 
fluential men were the chief agitators and cause of the whole combina- 
tion in these parts. lie has been constantly crossing into this Zillah. 
I therefore arrested and sent him into Kurrecmporc, under a guard of 
two Sepoys, with an English letter and Roobookarree. As this is the 
most excited part of the District, I mean to stop here until things are 
settled or the cases decided. I have heard of nothing to cause anxieiy 
elsewhere. 

I reported the arrival of the Sowars under Lieutenant Davis. Tie has 
no order to proceed elsewhere, so will remain until you order him away. 

So many men are not required, as far as I can judge. Mr. Harris 
will relieve Lieutenant Reeves. 

I think there will probably be a number of cases under the Act 
about evading and manufacturing. The pre.senco of two extra Deputy 
Magistrates will therefore be most desirable. 

From A. R. Yonna, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to H. M, 
Reid, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Rajsliahye Division, — (No. 
2159, dated the 3rd May 1860.) 

.Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your predecessor's 
letter No. 663, dated the 28th ultimo, with its aunexuro, and to state 
.that Mr. Gouldsbury, in hastily sending away the Sowars ordered 
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into his Division^ whom he had to send back for immediately after- 
wards, has already made one mistake ; the Lieutenant-Governor there- 
fore hesitates to pass any orders on his present letter, 

2. But if, on getting this answer, you are satisfied that a smaller 
party than is now in Puhna will suffice, and that the rest of the men 
will be mor#useful elsewhere, the Lieutenant-Governor leaves it to you 
to make such arrangements as may appear best. 

From E. H. LxJSiii^raTOK, Esq.. Officiating Commissioner of the Kiiddea 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. llOCt.j 
dated the 3rd May 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to submit, for the orders of the Lieutenant- 
Governor, tlic accompanying copy of letter No. 122, dated 1st May, from 
the Magistrate of Nuddea, with enclosure, to my address. 

2. The circumstances of the case appear to be as follows. 

3. Mr. Baiubridge, the Magistrate of Pubna, went to Pasuttee to 
enquire into “ the combination^^ among the Ryots of the Bamundee and 
other Factories against Indigo. Mr. Bainbridge there learnt from a De- 
puty Magistrate who had been some days on the spot, that the Kurreem- 
pore Darogah, a Police Officer subordinate to this Division, was at the bot- 
tom of the whole matter. He therefore had the Darogah arrested, 
though he was then out of the limits of the Pubna jurisdiction and within 
the limits of his own Thunnali of Kurrecmporc, and forwarded him under 
charge of two Sepoys to the Deputy Magistrate of that Sub-Division, 
who \ps in Camp some miles distant. 

4. I have nothing before me which would afford any information on 
or explanation of tlfe very unusual proceedings of the Magistrate of Pubna 
in this matter ; but I beg to mention that the Darogah was only trans- 
ferred to the Kurreempore Thannah in March last, and must therefore 
have found very few opportunities, even if he had been so inclined, of 
making such misrepresentations of the nature alleged by Mr. Bain- 
bridge. 

From W, J. Hebschel, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Nuddea, to the Com- 
missioner of the Nuddea Division,— (No. 122, dated the 1st May 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to forward hcrewitli a copy of a letter from 
Mr. Platts, the Deputy Magistrate of Kurreempore, reporting that the 
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Magistrate of Pubna has arrest etl the Darogah of Kiirreempore Tliaiinah, 
within the limits of his own Thannah, on the charge alleged in the 
enclosed copy of his letter. 

2. I request that the Magistrate of Puhna may be called on to 
exi)lain the grounds of his exceeding the limits of his own jurisdiction. 

d. The Deputy Magistrate informs me that he had aliHijldy sent out 
orders for the suspension of the Darogali, who is now uuJor trial at Kur- 
reempore. 


From F. T. Platts, Esq., Deputy Magistrato'’of Kiirreempore, to the Magis- 
trate of Nuddea, — (No, 78, dated the 27th April I860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to bring to your notice that the Darogah of 
Thannah Kiirreempore, Modoosoodiin Sikdar, was arrested by the Offici- 
j|^ng Magistrate of Pubna, within the limits of jurisdiction, and for- 
w^arded to me yesterday under a guard of Sepoys with the accompanying 
letter, which I send in original. 


From A. J. R. BArNiinTnaE, Esq., OlTiciatiiig Magistrate of Puhna, to the 
Deputy Magistrate in charge of Kiirreempore. 

Sib, 

I HAVE to-day arrived at Pasuttee in tlic Bainundcc Concern to 
enquire Into the combination among the Ryots of this and other Factories 
against Indigo disaffection, which has shown itself btronger hero than in 
other parts of the Pubna District. 

A Deputy Magistrate, Wablfoodcen Khan, has been some days%ntbc 
spot, engaged with cases under the new Act and in cjplainiug the inten- 
tions of Government to the Ryots. I learn from him that after mature 
consideration he has no doubt whatever that the Kuireeniporc Darogah 
is at the bottom of the whole matter, and that his misrepresentations are 
greatly the cause of the combination. I have therefore arrested him and 
send him in herewith to you under a guard of two Sepoys. I would 
suggest your investigating the matter yourself. 

Wasifoodeen Khan, after concluding the cases he has in hand, will in- 
vestigate his proceedings in this District. Tic has constantly crossed ilic 
boundary ; he says he has little doubt it will be proved, and that there is 
no chance of a settlement until this Darogah is removed from the neigh- 
bourhood. 
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From A. E. Youifo, Esq., Secretary to the Govcniment of Bengal, to the 
Ofttciating Coniraissioner of the llajshahyc Division, — (No. 2226, dated 
the 6th May 1860.) 


SlB, 

I AM directed to forward to you the accompanying copy of a 

• No. ll9Ct..®Ilcd 3rd instant, Officiating Commissioner 

of Nuddea, and of its enclosures, and to 

request that you will be so good as to call on Mr. Baiubridge, the 
Officiating Magistrate of Pubna, to explain why he arrested the Darogah 
of the Kurreomporc Thannah beyond the limits of the Pubna jurisdiction. 

2» The Lieutenant-Governor does not doubt that Mr. Baiubridge 
acted in the matter as he thought best for the Public Service under 
existing exigencies ; and that the Darogah, if guilty of inducing llyots 
who have taken advances not to fulfil their contracts, deserves heavy 
punishment ; but an explanation is due to the Officers with whj(|e 
jurisdiction Mr. Bainbridge^s act interfered. 

3. Mr. Baiubridge should also be directed to explain the grounds 
on which, in his letter to the Deputy Magistrate of Kurreempore, ho 
rises the expression disaffection has shown itseh?^ It is of course 
wrong to break a Civil contract wilfully, and more wrong to combine 
with a number of others to do the same, but no amount of such mis- 
conduct in private transactions can, in any sense, be called dis- 
affection.’^ If the Officiating Magistrate had grounds for mating so 
very grave a report, he s^uld have set forth his grounds for the 
information of Government fully ; either in a confidential or public 
comilffinication. 

4. If ho used the expression loosely and improperly, he should be 
warned against the dangerous confusion of ideas, which could alone have 
made such a mistake of expression possible. 


From II. M. Ekid, Esq., Commissioner of the Eajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Oovermnent of Bengal, — (No. 838, dated the 22nd 
May 18G0.) 

SiK, 

I HAVE the honor the acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
2226, dated the 5th instant, with its enclosures, and with reference 
thereto, I beg to submit for the information of the Lieutenant-Governor 
copy of a letter from the Officiating Magistrate of Pubna, No. 269, 
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dated the 15tli instant, furnishing the explanation called for from 
him on the two points adverted to in your communication under reply, 

2. It appears from the Vernacular Record of the case that on the 
22ud April, a petition was presenied to Deputy Magistrate Wasifoo- 
deen by one Ramjoy Biswas, a Gomashtah of Parsuttce Factory in Pubna, 
stating that the Ryots of the Factory, and of the Ghazec|ltore Factor}-, 
were prevented from coming to an amicable settlement of their disputes 
with the Indigo Planter, owing to the interference of Mudoosoodun 
Sikdar, the Darogah of Thannah Kurrcemporc, who had located him- 
self at the Village of Jeladingee in Niiddoa, at a distance of about one 
mile from the spot, Aria, where the Deputy Magistrate was at the 
time encamped. 

3. The Deputy Magistrate finding the averments of the petition to 
be borne out by other circumstances which had previously come to his 
notice, at once (on the 22ud April,) dispatched the original petition to 
the Deputy Magistrate of Kurreerapore, with a request that appropriate 
enquiry might be made regarding the Darogah’s conduct, and that 
orders might be passed thereon, and that the Darogah might, at any 
rate, be temporarily removed to some other locality. This appears to 
have been the state of a (Fairs when Mr. Bainbridge reached the Deputy 
Magistrate's Camp on the 2tth April, and finding them to be so, and 
that there was a strong combination amongst the Ryots to refuse to 
sow, and as no intimation had been received up to that time from the 
Deputy Magistrate of Kurreerapore in reply|||o Moulavce Wasifoodeen’s 
communication, he thought it for the best at once to arrest the Daro- 
gah, (although the latter was at the time out of his jurisdiction^ and 
to send him in custody to the Deputy Magistrate of KuiTeeinporo. 

4 *, In doing so, there can be no doubt that Mr. Bainbridge exceeded 
bis authority. He himself admits that he did so, but he pleads the 
urgency of the cisc, and that he had every reason to suppose that the 
charges laid against the Darogah were true ones. Under the circum- 
stances detailed, I trust that due allowance may be made for Mr. 
Bainbridge having exceeded his authority on the occasion referred to, 
and that the prompt and energetic manner in which he acted may be 
attributed to the desire he must naturally have felt to allay the excited 
feelings of the Ryots, and to prevent recourse being had to violence, 

5. Before leaving this part of the subject, I would observe that it 
appears li*om Mr, llcrschcl’s letter that the Deputy Magistrate of 
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Kumempore had already sent out orders for the suspension of the 
Darogah. No date is given as to when he sent them out, but I under- 
stand from Mr. IlerFchers 3rd paragraph that they were issued prior 
to the Darogah being brought in arrest to the Deputy Magistrate, but 
at any rate, I think the Deputy Magistrate of Kurreempore should 
have sent some intimation of what he was doing, or intended to do in 
the mjiltcr, to his brother Deputy Magistrate at Aria, but there is no- 
thing in the correspondence to show that he did so. 

0. Oji tlie second point, vh,^ the use of the word disaffection” I 
am of opinion that the explanation is quite satisfactory. Mr. Bainbridge 
explains that in using the above word, he never intended to infer that 
disaffection of the kind generally implied by that word, that is to say, 
that any disloyalty or Iiostiliiy to the Government had been shewn on 
tlie part of the Ryots, but that they had exhibited a dislike to” 
sow Indigo. The context, I think, shows that it was Mr. Bainbridge’s 
intention to use the word only in the latter sense. Had Mr. Bainbridge 
been writing in a less hurried manner, and under less untoward cir- 
cumstances than those explained by him, he would no doubt have (diosen 
some other word in preference to disaffection, though I would venture 
with deference to remark that some Lexicographers allow it to be used in 
the sense in which Mr. Bainbridge meant it. 


I'rom A. J. R. BAiNiuiiimK, Esq., Oiriciating Magistrate of Puhiia, to 
II. M. Rnin, Esq., CoiHiissioner of the Raj^shaliyc Divibion, — (No. 2GD, 
dated the 15ili May 1800.) 

SlK, 

I iiAvi: the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
711, with enclosures, and to furnish my explanation on the points alluded 
to as under. 

2. I arrived at Aria where Wasifoodeen Khan, Deputy Magistrate, 
was holding Cutcherry on the 24th of April. 

8. 1 found him in the act of sending the enclosed Roohookarree to me 
by express. 

4. The Deputy Magistrate represented that the Kurreempore Darogah 
was, and had been about a month previous to his (the Deputy Magis- 
tratc^s) aiTival at Jeladiugee, a Village of Nuddea, about a mile from 
Aria. 
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5. That shortly after arriving ho had suspected the Darogah ; that 
his suspicions had been confirmed up to date by general report, by com- 
plaint, and his own observation. 

0. That the Ryots of Jelad ingee, the leading Village in the Jote, and 
of all the other Villages belonging to Parsuttee and Ghazeepore Factories, 
against whom cases were pending before him, after hearing his orders 
and advice immediately repaired to Jeladingec returning with new and 
significant objections and excuses, that it was generally reported, and 
also from trustworthy sources, that the Darogah gave out that he was in 
communication with a brother, a Deputy Magistrate in Calcutta, well 
acquainted with the law, and the real wushes of Government, and that 
if the Ryots paid for, and strictly followed his (the Darogah’s) advice, 
they need sow no more Indigo. 

7. A bargain had been made for 300 Rupees, of which Rupees 125 
had been made. 

8. In short the Deputy Magistrate expressed his conviction that the 
Darogah had been, and was misinterpreting the law and intentions of 
Government, and inducing the Ryots to break their contracts ; that the 
impunity he enjoyed had been productive of great mischief, and that, 
without the Darogah^s removal, any settlement by conciliation and 
reasoning on his part was hopeless. He added that he had already 
informed the Deputy Magistrate of Kurreempore of the state of 
afliiirs and requested the Darogah’s removal, but ^without reply or 
result up to date, though he had takeng^measures to ensure tlie 
arrival of his request on the day sent (Mr. rCenny here rode in and 
confirmed his statement,) the Deputy Magistrate's Roobookarroe was 
read. 

9. There were numbers of interested Ryots and principals in the 
pending cases by watching the result. I enquired the standing and 
character of the D^irogah, and was informed that he was a 3rd grade 
Officer and a drunkard. To doubt an old and valuable Officer like 
Wasifoodeen Khan, who had had ample time to judge, was unworthy. 
The combination in the neighbourhood was resolute and obstinate, and 
Government had been authoritatively and grossly misrepresented. I 
had just arrived on the spot — to do nothing, or no more than my Subor- 
dinate had already done, would have had an injurious effect. I considered 
that in the exigency much depended upon immediate and decisive action^ 
and I determined to remove the Darogah, 
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10. The Naib Daro'i^ah of mj own Tliannali was sent for and 
ordered to go to Jeludingee and call the Darogah^ and if he would not 
come to hr inn* him. 

11. In about half an hour the Darogah appeared with the Naib 
Darogah, and denied the whole aflairs. I saw by his manner that he 
would not go immediately to Knrrecmporc without compulsion, and 
accordingly sent him in charge of two Sepoys, with the copy of Ilooboo* 
karree enclosed, and the English letter, a copy of which has been sent me. 

12. On the same day I wrote to Mr. llerschel dcmi-oflicially report- 
ing the arrest, informing him that T had acted on Wasifoodeen Khan, 
Deputy Magistrate's report, ^and I think ref|ucsting him to send the 
Kurrecmpore Officer out at once. I have no copy of this letter; he 
replied that Mr. Platts was on the point of suspending the Darogah for 
his suspicious conduct. 

13. All the papers connected with the affair in this Office are en^ 
closed herewith, together with a copy of Wasifoodeen Khan, Deputy 
Magistrate’s final report of the result of his efforts, sent in on leaving 
Parsuttee. 

14. As to the second point, I had no grounds for using the word 
in the sense understood. Its presence in my letter surprised me. 1 
regret th-’ abuse of terms, nothing more than disaffection to Indigo was 
meant. I may urge that this letter was not intended by me to repre- 
sent my act to Government. 

15. It was written liui|^dly on my knee, where I dismounted, with 
country pen and paper for uie information of the Deputy Magistrate, 
whom I would have addressed by name had I known it. 

16. I understood that he was only two hours’ ride off and confidently 
expected that after hearing both from the Deputy Magistrate Wasifoo- 
deen Khan and myself and finding the Darogah arrested, he would 
come and investigate the matter and call upon me to state fully the 
reasons for my unusual proceeding. I beard nothing until Mr. Herschel 
wrote to me that I was reported to Government. 

17. Doubtless pressing duties prevented Mr. Platts coming, in which 
case I wish he had written. 

18. I had no wish to be discourteous, and would never have interfered 
with his jurisdiction, had I not thought the service required it. 

19. It did not follow that because my proceeding was irregular, it 
was necessarily wrong. It behoved the Kurreerapore Deputy Magistrate 



{ 957 ) 


to examine*so grave and unusual a charge against his OfBcer at once, 
and give my Subordinate every opportunity of justifying himself and 
me ; report might have followed on failure. 

20. I trust any investigation that may now take place will include 
Mr. Tripp’s, Mr. Kenny’s and Wasifoodeen Khan, Deputy Magistrate’s 
depositions. 

21. It is much to he regretted that none took place while the De- 
puty Magistrate was on the spot, ready and able to prove his allegation. 

From A. R. Youko, Esq , Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of the Rajshahye Divisiop, — (No. 2763, dated the 
28th May 1860.) 

Siii, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 838, dated the 22ttd instant, with its enclosure, from the Officiating 
Magistrate of Pubna. 

2. Under the circumstances explained, the Lieutenant-Governor 
entirely approves of the proceedings taken by Mr. Bainbridge against 
the Darogah of the Kurreempore Thaniiah. 

3. As regards Mr. Bainbridge’s explanation on the second pojnt, 
viz., the use of the word disaflection,” the Lieutenant-Governor is 
very glad that there was no disaffection” in the sense which the 
word bears in all Official correspondence. The Lieutenant-Governor 
has no doubt that you and Mr. Bainbridge will perceive, on consider- 
ation, that the objection to the use of such a word, on such an occasion, 
is very far from being a mere verbal criticism. It is impossible to keep 
too carefully in mind always the true relative positions of Government 
and of both parties in the unfortunate dispute now agitating the Indigo 
Districts. 


From A. R. Youno, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 2794, dated 
the 28th May 1860.) 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter No. 119Ct., dated the 3rd instant, 
I am directed to forward to you a copy 

Paraffraplis 1 to 5 of a letter from the* n • i.i • ^ 

CoTinnissioner of Kajshabye, No. Sos, datwi ^1 papers noted lu the margin, and 

"‘Yxtmrttm a letter from Mr. B.ain- ®tate that, under the circumstances 

therein explained, the Lieutenant- 

Governor entirely approves of the pro- 

121 



( 958 ) 

ceeUi\gsof Mr. Bainbridgo against the JDarogah of the Kurrcempore 
Thannah, 

From F, Gorm>sii\'KY, Esq., Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, to the 
Secretiirv to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 681, dated the 30th 
April ISOO.) 

Sin, 

1 HAVK the honor to forward, for the Lieutenant-Governor^s 
perusal, copies of two communications, dated the 2Gth and 28th instant, 
Irom the Oflieiating Magistrate of Piihna, reporting the state of matters 
in that District. 

2. It is satisfactory to find that the Ryots of certain Villages in the 
neighbourhood of jMeer])ore, who had shewn a marked spirit of opposi- 
tion, have, by the judieious measures of Mr. Bainbridge and the Deputy 
Magistrate Moousliee Wasifooddeen, been led to agree to fulfil their 
engagements, and had commenced to sow their land. Similar results 
appear to have been brought about by the Native Deputy Magistrate 
who was deputed to Nazirguuge. 

3. Mr. Man, one of the European Deputy Magistrates sent down 
from Patna by Mr. Fergusson, arrived here yesterday evening, and has 
gone on in the Steamer to Comcrcolly, I have informed Mr. Bain- 
bridge that he may be stationed in the South-east part of the District, 
near the scene of the late disturbances, where a check is required on the 
proceedings of the Indigo Planter, Mr. Durand, who appears to be acting 
in a very uniair and oppressive manner towards the R.yots. 

4. The removal of the Kurreempore Darogah, who was inciting the 
Ryots to combine, ap])cars to have had a very good effect ; on the whole 
there does not a])pear*to be ground for anticipating further disturbance 
eanne(5tod with the Indigo cultivation in this Division, which is a grati- 
fying fact for me to announce on the eve of making over charge of this 
Office to my successor. 


From A. J. R. BAiTuminaE, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Pubna, to F. 
GocLnsm uv, Esq., Coininissioner of the Rajshahye Division,— (dated 
the 2(>th April 1860.) 

My Dkaii Sir, 

I HAD nothing: of any moment to report yesterday, and hav® 
received no Buk from I'ubna. There seems to be a sort of passive 
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^(?sUt»ance hcre> cxtreihely difficult to deal with, the Ryots refusing point 
blank to sow, and saying, prove your case and put us in Jail/^ 

I think wholesale piinishraent injudicious, if it can be possibly avoided ; 
it serves only to harden the feeling of disaffeetion and bind the com- 
bination. 

The measures adopted by Wasifoodeen have been most judicious, 
though too slow. 

Both yesterday and to-day I have endeavoured with him to bring 
About a more reasonable view. Some of the Villages have come round 
and sown their lands. There are still some 300 Beegahs within tliis 
District unsown ; these belong to the leading Villages in the jote. I 
have had many of the Ryots and their headmen here for nearly two 
days. 

This morning I asked them for a final answer. They refuged point 
blank to sow, but admitted their liability. 

I therefore punished four of tlio leaders in the presence of the others, 
under Sections TI. and V. 

On this thf3 remainder, after great persuasion, consented to sow their 
lands and fulfil their contract if their headmen were released. 

As the alternative clearly lay between punishing some hundred men 
and convicting, I acquiesced. The objiJct of the Act is rather to get the 
contracts carried out than punish. 

On the arrangement being made known to the Prisoners, tlu'y at once 
refused to agree and ordered the Villagers to go to Jail with them. 

Eventually, however, they consented, and have all gone off with the 
Deputy Magistrate, their Mahajiin, and the Factory Amlali, to the rnai* 
dan to sow their lands. Whether they will or not remains to be seen. 
If these Factories sow while all those within the Kislinaghnr line arc 
nearly cl^ied, the Deputy Magistrate will deserve great praise, which 
will, I trust, not be withheld. I have done little but kept him from 
smoking his hookah and the Police active. News haf^ arrived that 
Mr. Tayler has been removed, whether for punishing too much or what 
I know not ; but the Ryots believe so, which lias not made matters here 
more easy. 

I shall return to Piibna this evei^ng if possible, or if not the fiist 
thing to-morrow. 

If the Ryots do not sow now, they will not, and Wasifoodeen can 
try the cases and punish as well as I can. 



( 960 ) 


The number 41 7 in my letter was meant fur forty-seven. I forgot ta 
mention this. 

Neither Lieutenant Reeves nor Lieutenant Davies are required at 
Pubna, unless it is desirable to keep a large body of men in this neigh- 
bourhood. As a precautionary measure^ I trust you will send them some 
orders. 

If their return depends ttj>on me, I shall send them back on reaching 
Pubna. 

1 have not heard from you since the 19th ; your letter of the 18th and 

19th arrived together. 

... • 

Mr. Harris will join at Comercolly the moment I return. 

I omitted to mention that a Village, which consented to sow in my 
presence on the day I arrived, and went off to do so, started the same 
night, half to Puhna and half to Kurreemporo, to complain. 

Several Villages within Kishnaghur have gone in bodily with the 
arrested Darogah to Kurreemporo to see wliat orders are passed. 

From A. J. 11. Bainuhtdoe, Esq., Olliciating Magi.strato of Pubna, to 
GouiiUSuAY, Esq., Commissioner of the R.ijshahje Division, — (dated 
the 28tli April 1800.) 

My Dear Sir, 

I RETURN'En to Pubna yesterday and Ibuml everything quiet. 
The Deputy Magistrate reports from Nazirgunge, April 25tli, that mat- 
ters are settled. 

1 left the Ryots in Parsuttec and trhazeeporc sowing, and promising to 
fulfil their engagements. 

The Deputy Magistrate slept in the chief Villages the night before 1 
left, and came to me in the morning to report that the Villagers had 
begun to sow as agreed. I thought it unnecessary for to stay 
longer ; he wiU remain and see the matter out. 

The removm of the Darogah of Kurreempore appears to have had a 
good eCTect. Several of the Villages which promised to sow are in 
Nuddea. 

This morning I sent for the Sadeepore Baboos, the Zemindars of these 
parts f they arc both in Pubna, an(l|4oxibtlcss at the bottom of the com- 
bination. They have consented to go out to the Deputy Magistrate’s 
Camp this evening and do their best to assist and settle matters finally. 
A word from them would at ouce decide the whole thing. 
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Mr. ILuris goes to Comercolly the hrst thing to-morrow. 1 liavd 
arranged to send him twenty more of the Police, which will make the 
number at Comcrcolly fifty. 

I shall probably get him to go to Jungal and hold Office in the neigh- 
bourhood, now that the Villagers are returning. This will expedite tlie 
arrest of the remaining defendants, and be a check on Mr. Durand. 
WIicii I left he was sowing the Dhaii lands down in Indigo. 

I remonstrated against this sliort-sighted and unfair proceeding. 
Harris tells me he has written an intemperate answer, which 1 have not 
yet seen. 

Lieutenant Reeves has not arrived here. Men are not wanted, and 
the Sowars cause endless complaints. No grass can be got without 
cutting Indigo. I believe Mr. Lingliam goes to Calcutta on Sunday. 

P. S , — Please send a copy of my Report in the Juugal case for record 
in this Office. I sent you the original k) save time ; and Mr. Lingluun 
re(]uefitB a copy. 


No. 2212. 

Copy forwarded for tlie information of the Government of India, in the 
Home De 2 >artment. 

By Order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 

A. R. Young, 

Secrel(uy lo ihe Govenment of Bengal, 

Port Wii.t.iam, % 

The Wt Muj 1800./ 


jfrom L, R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of the Rajshahyc Division, — (No. 314^7, dated the 4th 
May 18G0.) 

Sm, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your predecessor’s 
letter No. C81, dated the 31st ultimo, enclosing cojnes of two Reports 
from the Officiating Magistral e of Pubna on tlie state of affairs in that 
District, which the Lieutenant-Governor is glad to find is very satis- 
factory. 
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4. Tlie Lieuteiialii-Govenun’ ^le^^iros that yon will bo so good as lo 
instruot tho Magistrates of yout Division to make a point of explaining 
to tlie Ryots that fulfilling a ('ontraei iliis year leaves them quite free to 
eontra(‘t or not, as they please, next year, and that meanwhile the pro- 
posed Commission will sit, and laws foir for all parties will be made* 
But if* they ])reuk their engagements, and have conseipiently tlieir pro- 
])erty sold and are sent to prison, they will be in a worse position next 
year tliun tbey arc in now. 


From IT. M. RkU), Esq., CommisMoner of the Rajdiahye Division, to the 
Secretary to tlie Govemnnait of Bengal, — (No. 75o, dated tho lOih May 
ISGO.) 

Sin, 

I HAVK the honor to sqlnnii, for the information of ITis Itonor 
the Lioutenant-Governor, copies of two demi-oflieial letters from tho 
Odlciating Magistrate of Pubna, dated the SOth ultimo and llh instant, 
from which it will be observed tliat the District is generally quiet, and 
that the Ryots have sown their Indigo as agreed upon. It is also satis- 
factory to note that llaj^aroe Biswas has been arrested. 

2. The plan determined upon by Mr. Bainbridgo of deputing Ml** 
Harris to Jungal for the purpose of the tranquili/.ation of the Ryots in 
that neighbourhood, and bringing to justice the parties concerned in 
the attack on Mr, Lingham, appears to have heon a good one, hut it 
seems to have hecn frustrated owing to the measures concerted hy Mr. 
Harris for carrying it out having been defective. As anticipated hy 

Bainbridgo, the Hyots, who had begun to return to the Village, 
immediately deserted it again on seeing the Military approaching it. 

3. I have approved of the Magistrate oflcring suitable rewards for 
such information as may lead to the conviction of the persons who were 
concerned in the attack on Mr. Tjingham and his party. 

4. Mr. Bainbridgo has been instructed to retain Captain Reeves, 
Lieutenant Davies, and tho Troops under them, in the Pnbna District, 
until receipt of further orders from this Oflice, which I shall send to him 
ill a few days after hearing from him definitely as to wliothcr their ser- 
vices are likely to he rc(|iiired in that locality. 

5. Mr. Man, Deputy Magistrate, has, it will be observed, already 
joined the District, and the Magistrate sent him to the Comcrcolly 
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Sub-Division to tuke up Indigo cases in concert with the Assistjuit in 
charge, Mr. Harris. I have pointed out to Mr. Bainbridge that Mr. 
Man has been invested with the full pow.ers of a Magistrate under the 
Indigo Contract Act. 

6. Mr. Deputy Magistrate II. Davies passed through tliis Station 
en route to Pubna on the 7th instant. He seems to be an OfRcer of ex- 
perience, and I trust he will be found useful in tranquilizing matters. I 
have authorized Mr. Bainbridge to employ his services in whatever part 
of the District he may think they may be likely to be most useful. I 
am of opinion that the proposition to invest one of the Deputy Magis- 
trates with concurrent jurisdiction in the Districts of Pubna and Nuddea 
had hotter not be carried out. It w'ould place the Deputy Magistrate 
under two separate Magistrates and two separate Commissioners, and 
might possibly bring him into the position of having to obey condicting 
orders. 

7. I have authorized the Magistrate to call into the Sudder Station 
such one of the three Deputy Magistrates as he may think proper, for 
the purpose of aiding him in clearing his Olfice liles, the hubiness upon 
which, he reports, has greatly accumulated of late. 


No. 2G33. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India, in 
the Home Department. 

By Order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 

II. Bell, 

Fort WnxiAM, "I Under -Secret ary lo the Government of Bengal, 

The ilst Mag 1860. J 

From A. J. R. Batxbhidge, Ksq., Officiating Magistrate of Puhna, to H. 
M, Reij>, Esq., Commissioner of the Rajshali3"e Division, — (dated the 
30th April 18G0.) 

My Deak Sir, 

Lieutenant Reeves arrived last night, perhai)s you will kind- 
ly send orders to him and Lieutenant Davis that the District is quiet and 
their presence unnecessary. 
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Mr. Kenny wrote yesterday from Parsulleo, that tlie Ryots within 
this District had sown as ai^reed, and that things were looking better ; 
the Nuddea Villages had not so.wn. 

Harris went to ComorcoHy j'esterday. I had directed him, as the 
Police reports from Jungal were that the Villagers were returning to 
proceed tficrc, to hold Cutcherry near the place for the present, expedite 
the arrest of llazaree Biswas and Dataram Mondol, «and confront all the 
Villagers with Mr. Durand and the witnesses, in hopes of their being 
able to identify the men who struck Mr. Lingham and wounded the 
Sepoys. 

]\Ir. Durand wrote after Harris^ departure that the Villagers had re- 
turned ; that the Darogah did nothing, encouraged them to drive his 
people out of the Village ; that tliey tlircatoneJ to attack and murdcjr 
his people and himself and that Sepoys were necessary. I wrote to 
Harris to ride down at once and ascertain the state of alfairs. I enclosed 
the letter. I do not believe any act of aggression or further violence 
likely, unless Mr. Durand sends men to sow Indigo. 

There are eighty men under the Lieutenant at Comercolly, who 
will be prepai’ed to follow Harris if oeeasioii reepures ; they could march 
down in twelve hours. 

I recommended him to go without the men at first ; the Villagers 
will again desert the moment they appear illegible. Mr. Dui-and’s 
object is to keep them from returning to sow their Dhan. 

Harris will take up the Indigo dispute and endeavour to settle it. I 
have sent the first-grade Town Darogali lo hel]) him, the latter started 
this morning the first thing ; both Harris and he should be there 
to-day. 

Harris will write me word at once. The Villagers doubtless all 
deserve arrest at once, and with tlic Sowars they might l)e surrounded 
and arrested bodily, but this step would create fatal confusion at the 
Sessions. 

llazaree Biswas has just been sent in. The Baboos whom I mention- 
ed in ray last as having promised to go out and settle matters on the 
Nuddea line have not gone. 

Their excuses are frivolous and their persevering presence here signifi- 
cant. I have little doubt that Mr. Kenny is right in suspecting that 
they pull the strings of the movement down there. 



{ 965 ) 


From A. J. 11 . Batnbutboe, Esq., Ofllciating Magistrate of PuLna, lo 
II. M. Eeid, Esq., Commissioner of tlie Eajshahye Division, — (dated 
the 30th April 18G0.) 

My Dear Sir, 

The District is generally quiet. Mr. Harris reports^ that he 
This morning. reached Jungal on Tuesday about 12 a. m. 

lie appears to have missed his road, owing to which the Police, 
whom ho liad ordered to martdi and intended io stop if not rccpiircd, 
arrived before or with him. 

The iTsult is, as I expected, that the Villagers have again all descried. 
Antieii)ating this, and feeling sure that no violence was to be cxpe(ded, 

I re<piested him not to take the Police. 

He will not now be able to confront the Villagers with the witnesses 
or arrange their quarrel witli Mr. Durand uniil they come back. 

I have Ihereforc directed him lo ofler rewards of Rupees fifiy and n 
ehuprass in each case, to any one who will give up the names of the 
rioters who speared the Sepoy and biruc*k Mr. Liugham to be j)aid on 
(‘onviciion, and in the event of a defendant being informer a pardon con- 
ditional on bis not being a principal. 

The neiglibouring landlords have also been warned not lo harbour 
tlicse Villagers. 

]\Ir. Dq)uty Magistrate Man reported liimself yesterday. He will pro- 
r'ced io Jungal and remain in the uoighboiirliood with a Police i)arty as 
yt)ii direct. 

I would recommend his being vested with powers under the Indigo 
A<*t if lie is to remain ; his presence for the pn'seiit is desirable, tliough 
1 do not anticipate that he wdll have much to do. 

I shall reipiest him to prepare any easQ under the Indigo Act and 
send them to Mr. Harris for orders ; to endeavour to arrange mattes 
between these Villages and Mr. Durand ; superintend the Police located 
there ; and take up any miscellaneous petitions that may be presented 
until farther orders. 

Mr. Davies^ services are not required to the best of my judgment, if 
he comes I shall send him to the neighbourhood of Meerpore, South- 
West part of the District, on the borders of Nuddea, 

When I left the Ryots were sowing, but had not weeded the October 
crop, which was choked wdih jungle. 


122 
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There is prohability of work there under the Act^ hut, as far as this 
District is concerned, not of more than Deputy Magistrate Wasifoodeen 
can do. 

Mr. Davies would only enable me to recall Wasifoodeen to assist in 
clearing off the work of the Station which has greatly accumulated. I 
may remark that, on the Nuddea side of the boundary, none of the 
Ryots had sown ; if Mr. Davies^ jurisdiction, in the event of his com- 
ing, were extended to Nuddea also, he would doubtless be fully employed. 


From A. R. Yotttto, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, — (No. 2474, dated the 14th 
May 1800.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter No. 755, dated the 10th instant, and to inform 
you in reply that the Reports therewith submitted, from the Officiating 
Magistrate of Pubna, on the improved state of affiiirs in his District and 
on the fulfilment of their contracts by the Ryots, are satisfactory. 


From IT. M. Reid, Esq., Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 768, dated the 11th 
May I860,) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to submit, for the information of His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor, extract of a demi-official letter from the 
Officiating Magistrate of Pnbiia to my address, dated the 8th instant, 
reporting on the state of matters in his District up to the above date. 

2. Mr. Bainhridge report^ the occurrence of a disturbance, in which 
Mr. Stephenson, of the Dobracolc Concern, whose servants had gone out 
to mark out the boundaries of the two annas' share of an Estate lately 
taken by him in lease, was assaulted, his horse pricked with a spear, and 
himself and his servants driven off the ground by the adherents (some 
300 or 150 men) of the other co-sharers in the Estate. I have directed 
Mr. Bainhridge to furnish further particulars, and to mention especially 
the nature and extent of the injuries received, and also the name of the 
Village where the occurrence took place. The measures taken by Mr. 
Bainhridge for initiating an eiKpiiry into the case appear to me to have 
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been energetic and appropriate, and I have informed him that I shall 
expect Mr. Harris, the Officer in charge of the Sub-Division of 
Comercolly, in which the occurrence took place, to follow them up in 
an equally j^rompt manner. 

3. It is to be regretted that the complainant, Mr. Stephenson, 
should have taken the present inopportune period for entering on what 
appears from the Magistrate's letter to be a lease of a share in a joint 
undivided Estate, and that he should have proceeded to mark out the 
boundaries of the fields, and I think it not improbable that the resistance 
which he has met with must have resulted in some degree from his own 
imprudence in the affair. 

4. ]\Ir. Bainbridge also reports that there was some expectation of a 
disturbance in the Dilowree Concern, owing to the establishment of a 
new hat in opposition to that at Furreedpore belonging to Mr. Phillips, 
the owner of the above Concern. Mr. Phillips very properly at once 
applied to the Magistrate on the subject, and I trust and expect that 
the prompt measures taken by ^Ir. Bainbridge in the matter will pre- 
vent any actual disturbance taking place. This dispute would not 
api)car to have any connection with the Indigo question. 

5. The rest of the District appears to bo quiet, and matters seem to 
]>e settling down. Moulvee Wasifoodeen, Deputy Magistrate, appears 
to be doing good service in the Meerpore direction. 

6. I purpose in a day or two sending definite orders to the Magis- 
trate about the future disposal of the Military at present employed in 
Pubna. 


Extract of a demi-official letter from the Officiating Magistx'aie of Puhna, to 
the Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, — (dated the 8ih May 18G0.) 

My Dea.1i Sir, 

I RECEIVED your letter of the 4th of May yesterday. I do not 
think the presence of so many Troops at Pubna required ; if 200 of the 
Police Battalion, inclusive of the parties at Serajgunge and Comercolly, 
are left here for the next two months or so it will be sufficient. I have 
ordered the nearest Zemindars to keep their Elephants in the Station, 
and when they come shall be able to move a party of Foot if required 
almost as fast as the Cavalry would march. 
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Tlie Dt^puty Magistrate at Meer])ore reports matters settled, only 
eight beegahs in Pasulljoe and ten in Meerpore remaining unsown ; five 
Mouzalis in Pharec Noparra, Thannah Durrumpore, have been prose- 
cuted by Mr. Hills ; of these two had come round, the others had not 
appeared up to date ; in the Nuddea line things were in ^tatw quo. 1 
yesterday received a copy of a petition from Mr. Stephenson, of Dobra- 
cole, which had been presented to Harris. It appears Mr. Stephenson^s 
people went to Bansgharrie, a two annas^ Estate which he has just taken \ 
the adherents of the other partners, headed by two old gomashtas of his, 
turned out, some 100 and 150 strong, and drove them off; on Mr. 
Stephenson riding up to remonstrate they pricked his horse with a spear, 
threw a number at him and struck both him and the horse with lattees. 

I trust Harris will take up this affair energetically. I wrote to him 
to take forty men with him to the spot and remain until he had arrested 
the ringleaders; but, as owing to his not writing, or bad messengers, I 
was not certain where he and party were. I sent Moulvie Mahomed 
out with directions to return when Mr. Harris came. 

I have since heard from Harris that he will bo on the spot this morn- 
ing. He returned to Comercolly on Monday, having left Man’^ at 
Jungal ; his movements arc not so rapid as they ought to be. 

Mr. Man wrote me a scrap of a note without date yesterday, saying 
that he had arranged with Harris to leave fifty men between Comer- 
colly and Jungal as their presence close at hand was not desirable. I 
sent an express immediately, tolling him to join or send back the party 
to Comercolly instantly; if not wanted, the men were intended to be 
under his own eye ; left alone they were sure to be in some scrape within 
twenty-four hours. 

I wrote to Harris to the same effect, and I am glad to say my letter 
to the latter arrived in time to prevent the x^arty again leaving Comer- 
colly, where it appears they had arrived, having been sent away from 
Jungal by Harris on Friday. I find the place they were to remain at 
was Fungoa, as there is a Thannah and a Darogah there ; this was not so 
bad as it looked ; but as both agree that there is not the slightest 
necessity for a Force at Jungal, the men are better at Comercolly. 

Mr. Phillips, of Dilowrcc, rode in yesterday morning to say that a hftt 
bad been set up at Gopalnugger in opposition to his h^t at Furreedpore, 
and that there was every chance of a collision when his h&t met to-day, 
as his opponents had stopped all the approaches. 
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I despatched the Nazir immediately with strict orders. Mr. Phillips 
returned this evening, he will arrive before the ha.t meets, and has pro- 
mised me that his people shall avoid any collision to-day ; that if the 
measures I have taken are not sufficient, he will let me know to-night, in 
which case Davis and some Sowars will bo on the spot to-morrow 
morning, 

I believe Indigo is at the bottom of Mr. Stephenson^s case. Mr. 
Phillips^ quarrel is on other grounds ; my reason for proposing to send 
men is, that in the present state of feeling attempts at violence ought to 
be instantly checked ; there is nothing else moving in the District. 

The Nazir had instructions to arrest and send in the principals to be 
bound over to keep the peace within twenty-four hours, and warn all 
parties that, if there was the slightest disturbance, they would have 
Troops upon them in six hours. 


No. 2182. 

Copy forwarded to the Government of India, in the Home Depart- 
ment, for information. 

By Order of the Lieutenant -Governor of Bengal, 

A. li. Youuio, 

Fort William, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 

mmh May j 


From H. M. Rkid, Esq., Commissioner of the Ihijshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 818, dated the 181h May 
1800.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter No. 755, dated the 10th instant, 
I have the honor to report, for the information of llis Honor the Lieute- 
nant-Governor, that matters in the Pubna District continue to progress 
satisfactorily as will be apparent from the annexed extracts from Mr. 
Bainbridge^s demi-official letters to my address, dated the 10th and 
13th instant. 

2. It will be observed that the disputes between the Indigo Planters 
and the Ryots on the Meerpore side have been all adjusted by Deputy 
Magistrate Wasifoodeen, whom the Magistrate has now been enabled 
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to recall to the Sudder Station. The attack upon Mr. Stephenson^ of 
Dobracole, appears to have been an unpremeditated one, and to have 
been attended with less serious results than at first reported. Mr. 
Bainbridgc has taken effectual steps for preventing any disturbance re- 
lative to the rival luits at Furreedpore. Mr. Man, Deputy Magistrate, 
is still encamped at Jungal, to which place the Ryots are returning, and 
I trust tliat the measures which are being taken for bringing to justice 
the perpetrators of the attack on Mr. Lingliam and his party may now 
be brought to a satisfactory close. I have pointed out to the Magis- 
trate the manner in which cases of sowing of Indigo in Paddy lands 
should l)e dealt with. 


Extract of a demi-official letter from A. J. R. BAiOTinnoE, Esq., Officiating 
Magistrate of Pubna, to the Commissioner of the Rajslialiyc Division, 
— (dated the 10th instant.) 

I EXPECT Wasifoodeen back very shortly ; he appears to have set- 
tled matters in the neighbourhood of Meerpore as regards this District, 
and 1 heard from Mr. Kenny last night that all the Villages of Amlah 
within the Nuddea line, with the exception of Sudderpore, had promised 
to do tlieir work as usual, provided they were let off their spring 
sowings, to which the Factory bad agreed. 

The pencil at Sudderpore is about manufacturing Coolies. I have 
sent for the Baboos again, and abused them well; they promise to arrange 
this. As regards the hul affair at Diloniee, the Nazir reports all quiet ; 
the head iqan has put in his answer, and another principal has come in, 
and I have heard no more from Mr. Phillips. 

Harris wrote last night that he had been to Mr. Stephenson^s and 
taken his deposition and those of liis witnesses ; he went back to Co- 
mercolly, but will return and remain on the spot until matters are in a 
satisfactory state, 

Mr. Man reports this morning that he is holding Cutcherry^n the 
Village of Jungal; that the inhabitants are returning and very quiet. 

There are a number of cases against the Factory for sowing Indigo in 
the Paddy lauds. There are many of them true, and he wants to know 
how he is to try them. I shall tell him to decide them under Act IV., 
and refer the Plaintiffs to the Civil Court for damages ; can he not fine 
in such a case for the violent trespass ? 
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The Cliowkeydar of J ungal, a Prisoner in the riot case, sent to say 
that he wished to confess the other day, but, on my going, said he had 
nothing to say ; he had previously revealed the names of the men who 
struck Lingham, speared the Sepoy, and carried off his body, to the 
Peshkar and Jailor, of which I made use. 

Yesterday he and three others again made the same statement before 
me, mentioning the names as before, and saying that the Sepoy’s body 
was taken to Balleacaiidee by the Chowdries and burnt the same night. 

Their confessions arc but half statements, and they have all given 
their answers, and repeatedly refused to make any other statement. 

I have therefore thought it best not to record them, if they repeat it 
at the Sessions, well ! 

Meantime I have supplied the 1st Grade Darogah with the informa- 
tion, directing him to act on it, arrest the men, and if, now that the 
Villagers are returning, corroborative proof be forthcoming, to send 
it up. 

The Cliowkeydar further states that three more men, whom he names, 
were wounded. 

Wasifoodeen has just I'cquested permission to return, as matters are 
quite settled where he is. 

Now that Meerporc is settled there arc not above half a dozen cases 
pending, except at Jungal. 


Extract of a letter from A. J. E. Bainbutdoe, Esq., Oftieiating Magistrate of 
Pubna, to the Comniissioiier of tlie Eajshahye Division, — (dated the 
13th instant.) 

I HAVE nothing fresh to report as regards the peace of the District. 

Mr. Stephenson’s case occurred at a Village called Palpara, about two 
miles from Dobracole. There were no marks of blows on his person, his 
coat was torn, and his horse speared slightly in the rump. 

Mr. Harris looks upon it as an ordinary disturbance, not premeditated 
again^Mr, Steplienson individually. 

There are several shareholders in the Village; two of them discharg- 
ed servants of Mr. Stephenson’s, with whom he has a quarrel, one of the 
partners has made over his two annas’ share to the Factory, and on their 
going to take possession, the other partners and Villagers turned out to 
oppose them. Mr. Stephenson appears to have ridden up accidentally, 
and does not seem to have had any armed men on this occasion, though 
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l)oth sides have been keeping Latiials, The leadini»; Defendants have 
not been arrested. 

Wasifoode('n, Deputy Magistrate, returned from Meerporc yesterday ; 
he reports everything settled. 

Mr. Pliillips' opponents in the hal affair have on the strength of 
his disposition been bound over to keep the peace. 

Mr. Man rc])orts the Villagers of Jungal returned and quite quiet ; he 
hopes to compromise all the cases with the Factory on Friday, the 11th. 

There is every reason to believe we shall go on quietly until next Octo- 
ber. There arc not a dozen cases under the Act pending in the Station. 

I beg also to annex extracts, paragraphs 2 to 4, of a letter from the 
Oflieiatiug Magistrate of Moorshedabad, dated the 1 l^th instant, No. 
475, rc'porting every thing quiet in his District, with the exception of 
at Kalapance Village in the Jungypore Sub-Division, where some excite- 
ment still exists. Nothing definite has as yet been asceriained relative 
to the part}^ or parties who set fire to the Radakissenpore Indigo Factory, 
but suspicion rests on a person of having been implicated, and further 
enquiries are being made into the matter. 

Mr. Skipwith Taylor, the Officiating Magistrate of Maldah, reports to 
me dcmi-officially to the following satisfactory effect under date 14th 
instant — 1 am hap]iy to be able to report that matters arc at present 
quite quiet in this District, and have already begun to assume a more 
cheerful aspect. Rain has fallen plentifully in several places, and Indigo 
is being Mr. Taylor further mentions that the Buckrabad case 

is still under trial, but that he hopes to complete it in a few days. 

P. 8 . — Since writing the above I have received a letter from Mr. 
Bainbridgc, dated the 17th instant, reporting that there has been a dis- 
turbance at Meerporc since Deputy Magistrate Wasifoodeen left that 
quarter. Mr. Bainbridgc expects that the disturbance will, on enquiry, 
turn out to have been one of an ordinary character, and that the first 
reports regarding it are probably exaggerated. He further thinks that 
it will be found to be unconnected with Indigo sowings, and t||. have 
originated from an endeavour of Mr. Ferricr, a Planter, to obtain 
renewal of the farming lease of some Villages, which was held by the 
Factoiy and has lately expired. Mr. Bainbridgc has deputed Mr. Deputy 
Magistrate Davies to the spot with proper instructions, and Lieutenant 
Davies with a party of the Light Horse will be at a convenient distance 
from the spot to co-operate, if necessary. Further particulars will follow. 
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Extract, paragraphs 2 to 4, of a letter from the OfTiciating Magistrate of 
Moorshedabad, to the Commissioner of the Eajshaliye Division, — 
(No. 475, dated the 12th May 18G0.) 

Para. 2. There have been no reports of any quarrels during the week. 
Mr. Furrell writes to me from Dhoolian tliat all is quiet in that part of 
the country except at Kalapance, where some excitement still prevails 
among the Ryots, and where it appears a conviction for intimidation has 
been obtained. 

3. With regard to the fire at the Radhakisiopore Factory, the Police 
of course have failed to find out anything, but Mr. Hedger, of Turtipore, 
has written to me on the subject naming a man whom he suspects, and 
enquiries are being made. Should anything result 1 will let you know, 

4. I heard during the week from KuiTcomporc that a Zemindar, 
Nobokisto Mookerjoa, of Meherpore, Nuddea, but wlio lives here, had been 
sending letters urging the Ryots to bold out. I have written to the 
Deputy Magistrate of Kurreempore to try and obtain proof of this, and I 
sent for the man himself (who of course denies the charge indignantly,) 
and warned him that if he did such a thing it would be pretty sure 
to come to my hearing and then bis fate was settled, so I hope even if 
the report were true I may have prevented Jiis continuing tlie practice* 


No. 2929* 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India, in 
the Home Department* 

By Order of thJ(Liieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 

11. Bclu, 

Fort William, 1 Under-Sccrelari) lo the Goverumeul of Betigal, 
The 31«f May 1800 


.} 


From ft. M. Reid, Esq., Commissioner of the Eajslialiyc Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Ben^jal,— (No. 840, dated the 23rd May 
1860.) 

SiH, 

In continuation of the Postscript of my letter to your address. 
No. 813, dated the 18th instant, I have the honor to report that 1 have, 

133 
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since its despatcli^ received two communications of the 18th and I9th^ 
from the Officiating Magistrate of Pubna^ which tend to conlirm the 
opinion expressed by that Officer in his first communication, to the effect 
that the disturl)ance reported upon was one of a slight character, and 
not immediately connected with the cultivation of Indigo. 

2. Mr. Davies, Deputy Magistrate^ reached the spot early on the 
morning of the 17th, and on the following day, after having made some 
necessary enquiries on the subject, he reported that the case appeared to 
have been exaggerated ; that he had seen the remains of some houses 
which were said to have been set on fire by the plunderers, but that he 
could not up to that time arrive at any definite opinion about tlie charge. 
He further reported that the large bodies of men who Mr. Perrier, the 
Indigo Planter, had stated were wandering about with intent unknown, 
had disappeared. Mr. Davies thought it prop<?r in case of accidents to 
call upon the IMagistrato for the aid of thirty of the Police in lieu of 
the thirty Horse wlio had at first been placed at liis disposal by Mr. 
Bainbridge. 

3. There was one man slightly wounded brought in to the Magistrate 
at Pubna, shortly after the intelligence of the first disturbance first 
reached him. 

4. I have no further report since the 19th, and in the absence of 
any liave every reason to conclude that the dispute originated in tlie 
manner supposed by Mr. Bainbridge, as before reported on, viz,, in con- 
sequence of an attempt on the part of Mr. Perrier to obtain the renewal 
of a lease which the Factory had just lost j farther that the disturbance 
has been a slight one, and that it not been followed np by any other 
acts of violence beyond those which took place at first, and the extent of 
which latter cannot at present be clearly ascertained. 


No. 2928. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India, in the 
Home Department. 


By Order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


Fort William, 
TAe May 1860, 


} 


H. Bell, 

Un^er^Secrclary io the Government of Bengali 
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From II. Bell, Esq., Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of the llajshahye Pivmon, — (No. 2827, dated the 28tii 
May 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
84-0, dated the 2J3rd instant, submitting a further re])ort of the disturb* 
ance at Meerporc, confirming the opinion expressed in the Postscript to 
your previous letter No. 813, dated the JSth idem, that the affair was of 
a slight character and not immediately connected with the cultivation of 
Indigo. 

2. In reply I am directed to inform you that the Lieutenai>t-Gover- 
nor considers your report of the case to be satisfactory. 


From II. M, Reh), Esq., Commissioner of the Raj.sliahyt' Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 809, dated the 2 ik 1 June 
1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to annex, for the information of Ills Honor 
the Lieutenant-Cjovernor of Bengal, Extracts from two denii-oflicial coin- 
mimications, from the Officiating Magistrate of Pii))na, dated the 25th 
and 28th ultimo, giving details of further occurrcncOvS which have recent- 
ly taken place in the Village of Jungal, and of the manner in whieli some 
of the parties concerned in them have been dealt with by himself and 
Mr. Deputy Magistrate jMan. 

2. It appears that the laiter^MScor liad gone into Pubna to sec the 
Magistrate, and that during his^iR?cnce from Jungal, a fire bndco out 
in that Village, (in wliat manner it was caus(‘d is not a{)parcnt,) and that 
the Ryots of ]Mr. Diiramrs Villages took tlm oj)|)ortunily of ]dund(‘ring 
the houses of the Jungal Villagcr.s, most of whom are either in prisoii, or 
have temporarily deserted the Village. Mr. Man returning unexpee- 
tedly, found the act of plundering going on, and at once cha.sod Ihc 
retreating plunderers, and arresting four or live of them, convicted them 
summarily. The same night there was the rumour of a serious disturb- 
ance being about to take place in Jungal, owingtothc Jungal Villagers 
having carried elf some of the Factory Cattle which had been grazing on 
their crops, but no actual disturbance would seem to have taken place, 
the Deputy Magistrate being on the look-out. Mr. Bainbridge rode 
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down to Jungal willi nil despatch, and hound down both the Messrs. 
Durand to keep the pence. 

3. I have aiitliovized Mr. Bainbridge, in anticipation of receipt of 
further orders, to employ a Jemadar and live Burkundauzes for six 
mouths, as a special Police Force, to preserve order at Jungal. I have 
requested him to report officially for sanction, and wdien he does so, I 
will submit a further report on the subject. 

4. I have to express my great satisfaction at the prompt and deci- 
sive manner in which the occurrences detailed above have been dealt 
with by Messrs. Bainbridge and Man. 

5. It will be scon (rom the last paragraph of the Extract from Mr. 
Bainbridge’s letter of the 28th May, tliat the opinions of both Mr. 
Deputy Magistrate Davies and himself have been confirmed as to the 
cause of the renewed disturbances between the Mecrporc Villages and 
Mr. Forricr ; the said cause being tlic loss to the Factory of a fanning 
lease which the Zemindars arc unwilling to renew, I am on the point of 
issuing instructions to the Magistrate in connection with this case. 


Extract from a demi-official letter from the Officiating Magistrate of Pubna, 
to the Commissioner of the liajshahye Division, — (dated the 25t]i May 
ISGO.) 

I iiEAai) througli ]\lr. Harris yesterday evening that Mr. Man had 
sent t<f him roquosting that thirty of the Police might be sent imme- 
diately to Jungal as there was ev^i^chance of a disturbance. MaiPs 
letter was dated 9 i\ m., 22nd instJBP I instantly laid a Dak of Sowars 
from hence to Jungal, and wrote to Mr. Man to be cautious, promising 
to be with liirn within twelve hours from the desj)ateh of his summons. 
1 to-day received a report from him, dated the 22nd, to the eflect that 
two Jungal Villagers had come and informed him that their Village was 
being burnt and looted by Mr. Durand’s Villagers. On going to the spot 
lie saw some three hundred men leaving the Village with loot in nets, 
bamboos, pans, lotas. On his chasing them on horse-back they dropped 
their bundles and fled ; he captured some four or five, one of whom threw 
him down. Seven houses had been burnt.’ Mr. Man held Cutcherry on 
the spot and punished some of the plunderers summarily, but was unable 
to ascertain how the fire occurred^ 
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At niglitlall lie left for his Camp leaving the Naib Darogah and all 
hiis Policemen in cliarjre. 

After dark a Burknndauz brought word that a number of Lattials 
were round the Village ; on Mr. Man^s going he found everything quiet^ 
he did not go until day-light. The Sowars have brought letters from 
him dated this mornings 9 a. m. 

They report everything quiet, and that the cause of the disturbance 
on Tuesday night was that some Villages of Boenohiil, a Village impli- 
cated in the late riot, had seized some sixty Cows belong^ig to Mr. Du- 
rand^s Villages for trespass ,• the owners turned out to rescue them and 
in the dark their numbers and intentions were exaggerated. 

He does not account for the loot in the day-time; the Village of Jun** 
gal was nearly empty, and the neighbours would appear to have taken 
advantage of this to take what they could ; they probably thought Mr. 
Man absent; he had come in to see me and only returned to his Caraj) 
just before this occurred. I purpose riding out to-morrow morning to 
bind the ^Messrs. Durand over to keep the peace. Mr. Man saw two 
of their Khalasees close to the scene of tlie lire, but could get no proof 
against them ; whether this occurred by their orders or not there is no 
doubt their object is to keep the place in hot water for the present. 

It is to be regretted that Mr. Man left at all until both sides Inid set- 
tled or were heavily bound over; lie reports that no one complains 
about the Paddy lands because the owners are all in prison. 

The Police arrived on the 2tth, the day after he sent for them, and 
he found no further disturbance. Mr. Durand offered to guarantee the 
good behaviour of all his Village if the prisoners were let off, whicli 
only more strongly shews the necessity of being severe willi him ; his 
conduct throu<>:hout has been shameful. 


Extract from a demi-official letter from the Officiating Magistrate of Puhiia, 
to the Commissioner of the llajsliahyc Division, — (dated the 28th May 
I860,) 

I RODE to Jungal on Saturday morning, and returned on Sunday, 
yesterday ; the place is quite quiet. 

I took Mr. Man^s deposition; he says he saw some three hundred 
men quietly looting what little property is left in Jungal ; all those he 
was able to arrest were Mr., Durand's Ryots, the others all fled to his 
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Villages, and tlie plundered Villagers were unanimous in accusing liis 
people. There arc very few men in Jungal at present, those who were 
there continued ploughing without attempting to oppose. I have no 
doubt Mr. Durand^s Ryots took advantage of the empty state of the 
Village, and Mr. Man’s fancied absence, to pilfer what they could. 

The same night some of the Boenolail people, a Village adjoining 
Jungal, seized some sixty Cows for trespass, and made them over to the 
Nazir and Police in Jungal. 

The owners,^ Mr. Durand’s Villagers, came to take them away in the 
darkness ; their numbers and intentions were exaggerated by the Police 
who sent an alarming report to Mr. Man, which induced him to send 
for the Police Battalion immediately. It was not necessary, but as he 
does not know the character of Bengalees, I think he was right in 
doing so. I rode on into the Jessore District to Nundpore, and after 
some difficulty succeeded in binding down Mr. Durand to keep the 
peace, as 1 had already done his son, whom I found in Mr. Man’s 
Court. 

The other parties must now be also bound over, after which I trust 
the place will bo quiet. I propose keeping a Pharic to consist of a 
Jemadar and five Burkundauzes in Jungal for the next six months, and 
solicit your sanction to the extra establishment of Burkundauzes neces- 
sary, 1 think it necessary for the protection of the Villages and the 
maintenance of order. 

Mr. Davis reports from Meerpore that the more he sees of the cases 
the more convinced he is that they are false in the main, and got up 
by the Factory. If I could get the Zemindar to come and see me, I 
could, 1 feel confident, arrange matters, but he will not come near me 
or Mr. Davies ^ there does not appear to he any chance of disturbance. 


From II. Bell, Esq., Undcr-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of the Eajsliahye Division, — (No. 3003, dated the 7th 
June 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
899, dated the 3iid instant, with enclosure, reporting the occurrence of 
further disturbances at the Village of Jungal, in the Pubna District, and 
the action taken by the Local Authorities i^^connection with the same. 
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2. Under the circumstances reported, the Lieutenant-Governor 
approves of your having authorized the Magistrate to employ a Jemadar 
and five Burkundauzos for six months, as a special Police Force, to 
preserve order at Jungal. 

3. The proceedings of the Magistrate and of the Deputy Magistrate 
on the occasion referred to are also approved. 


From H. M. Reid, Esq., Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 911, dated the 11th 
June 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to submit, for the information of His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, extracts of letter from the Officiat- 
ing Magistrate of Puhna, dated the 1st, 2nd, 4th, and 7th instant, 
with enclosures, detailing the particulars of some complaints which have 
been respectively made on the part of the Manager of the Salgamoodiah 
Concern against certain of the Ryots, and by certain of the Ryots against 
the Factory, and of the measures taken by the Magistrate and his Subor- 
dinates towards adjusting the same. Mr. Bainbridge’s letters also con- 
tain an account of further disturbances which seemed likely to break out 
in the Meerpore Concern, but which his presence on the spot appears 
’ to have had the immediate effect of allaying, 

2, From the two enclosures of Mr. Baiubridge^s Tetter of the 1st 
instant (copies of which are annexed,) it will be seen that the Manager of 
the Salgamoodiah Concern wrote to the Magistrate on the 31st May, 
saying that a general outbreak against the Factory was in his opinion 
imminent, and begging that the Magistrate would proceed himself to the 
spot at once, or send his Deputy Magistrate there. In a preceding and 
much longer letter of the same date (copy of which is 7iol sent,) he had 
reported that a Factory Ameen and another servant had been assaulted 
by some of the Villagers ; that large bodies of Lattials had collected, and 
that there was every appearance of a disturbance, although he was 
endeavouring to do his best to prevent it. Mr. Bainbridge at once 
deputed Deputy Magistrate Moulvee Wasifoodeento the spot (Ilurinarain- 
pore,) with appropriate instructions, and with a sufficient Police Force to 
keep the peace, and with directions to let him know at once, should he be 
of opinion that his, the Magistrate’s, presence was required on the spot. 
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3. In consequence of the Deputy Magistrate's report (in Bengalee,) 
to the effect that there was a goljoge or confusion amongst the Ryots, 
that a complaint had been made to him of the Salgamoodiah Factory 
Gomashtah having kidnapped and carried off a boy, named Arman 
Chokra, of Ilurinarainpore Village ; that the Factory was seizing Carts 
and making tlie Ryots labor without making any payment for the same ; 
and that endeavours were being made to induce the Ryots to sign over 
their lands to the Factory, on eight and ton years’ leases, for the culti- 
vation of Indigo, the Magistrate thought it proper at once to proceed 
to join the Deputy Magistrate on the spot, having authorized him at 
the same time to exchange the Darogah, whose presence in the vicinity 
at that particular jnnctur(i, both those Officers, for the reasons given by 
them, considered iinadvisablc. 

4. It will be seen that Mr. Bainbridgc found Mr. Hampton, the 
Manager of the Factories (as I told him I expected would be the case,) 
most willing to come to reasonable terms with the Ryots, but although 
Mr. Bainbridge was most patient with them, and secured for them the 
promise of very fair terms from the Factory, which terms, as long as 
they remained in his presence, they expressed themselves ready to agree 
to, they would appear to have been subsequently persuaded by some ill- 
disposed advisers to refuse to ratiiy them. The Officiating Magistrate 
was unable to stay with them any longer, being obliged to leave for 
Meerpore, where ||||e had been lei to expect that there was much appre- 
hension of very serious disturbances occuring. lie left, however. 
Deputy Magistrate Moulvee Wasifoodeen at Hurinaraiiipore, together 
with Lieutenant Davies in command of a sufficient body of Troops, to 
suppress any disturbances which might be attempted, though he was of 
opinion that no such attempt would be likely to be made. 

5. Mr. Bainbridge, on arrival at Meerpore, appears to have succeeded 
in settling matters between Mr. Ferrier and the Ryots to their 
mutual satisfaction ; and at the time that he last wrote (7th instant,) 
he was about to return again to Hurinarainpore to see whether he could 
similarly arrange matters in that locality. I will report the result of 
his visit, when I again hear from him. 

6. I have desired him to make an enquiry into the charge of kidnap- 
ping, and to use his best endeavours to recover the missing boy. Mr. 
Hampton, I am glad to observe, disavows all knowledge of the charge, 
but the Officiating Magistrate thinks it is nevertheless true, and that 
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the offence lias been committed by the Factory servants without * Mr. 
llampton^s knowledge. 

7. I have been much pleased with the good judgment, skill, and 
patience which have been exhibited by Mr. Bainbridge in dealing with 
these difficult cases. 

8. I should mention that I should have reported earlier on the sub- 
ject, but that I was anxious, before doing so, to receive Mr. Bainbridge^s 
first report after reaching the spot, as the measures taken by him 
appeared to be suitable ones, and as there seemed to be nothing in the 
previous communications from the spot to render an immediate report 
to Government called for. Mr. Baiiibridge's first report (of the 7th 
instant), after visiting the spot, only reached me late on the evening of 
the 9th (Saturday). 

9. I take this opportunity of requesting, with reference to paragraph 
8 of your letter No. 3019, of the 8th instant, that the services of Mr. 
Deputy Magistrate Man may be allowed to be retained in Pubna for a 
further short period. 

Extract of a demi-official letter from A, J. B. BATNinanoic, Esq,, Officiating 
Magistrate of Pubna, to the Commissioner of llajsliahye, — (dated tlie 1st 
June 18G0.) 

1 ENCLOSK for your information two letters received last night and 
this morning from Mr. Hampton, the Manager of Salgamoodiah, Mr, 
Kenny’s Concern. 

Wasifoodeen Khan started during the night for Ilurinarainporo, and 
Lieutenant Davies, with twenty Sowars also, the latter via Kooshtea. He 
will reach the place this evening, as he waits at Kooshtoa in order to give 
the Deputy time to get there first. I also wrote to Harris to send the 
twenty men at Comereolly with the Lieutenant, and liave sent twenty 
others, at dawn this morning, to take their place at Comereolly. 

The two Detachments ought to arrive on the spot about the san^ time, 
and Wasifoodeen about noon to-day. 

I shall follow myself, on receiving his report, if necessary. 

Lieutenant Davies will return if Wasifoodeen says his presence is 
uncalled for. 

I can offer no opinion about this at present. 

It seems passing strange that the Ryots should do as reported under 
present circumstances. 


124 
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I trust the aflFair is exaggerated, and that some ordinary and sufficient 
cause will appear. 

The Darogali reported last night that the Factory had sent for the 
Ryots to write over their lands, and, because they refused, looted and 
burnt a house ; that both sides were assembled to fight.^^ Doubtful ! 
because all the property there is Mr. Kenny own. He is not altogether 
to be trusted, as he is just now bitterly resentful against Mr. Hampton 
for ousting him out of his house. 

My reason for sending men in such a hurry is, that this is the leading 
Concern in this country, and I have always heard its example avails 
much. I have nothing to judge by at present. If there is a disposition 
to create a disturbance, for the reason stated, the display is necessary ; if 
not, there is little harm done. 

There are at present thirty men at Jungal, twenty at Comercolly, 
twenty Sowars and twenty Police at llurinarainpore, thirty men at 
Nowparali, thirty at Serajgunge, and the rest here. 

The men at Nowparah and Jungal are not, I think, required. I am 
wishing to suggest their return. 

I authorized Wasifoodeen to remove the Darogah at once if there 
were any grounds for Mr. Hampton^s suspicions. 


From T. P. Hamptox, Esq., Indigo Planter, to A. J. R. Baibtbbtdge, Esq., 
Officiating Magistrate of Pubna, — (dated the 31st May 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE just received the enclosed from one of my Assistants. 
I wrote you on tlie same subject this morning. The rising of the Ryots 
in this quarter is evidently increasing fast, and immediate action is 
necessary to put a stop to it. 1 beg of you or your Deputy to come out 
here immediately. 


From E. H. Ooilvie, Esq., to T. P. Hampton, Esq., Indigo Planter, — (dated 

the 3l8t May 1860.) 

My dear Mb. Hampton, 

My people are rising ; even Hattiah. 300 fellows came to 
Sonaidangy, and say they will burn the Village if they don^t join. These 
are from llurinarainpore. 
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Extract of a demi-official letter from A. J. R. Baikbridoe, Esq., Officiating' 
Magistrate of Pubna, to the Commissioner of Rajshahfe, — (dated the 2nd 
June 1860.) 

1 RECEIVED a letter from Wasifoodeen Khan this morning, informing 
me of his arrival on tlic spot yesterday at about 11 a, m. Both sides 
had appeared before him, and from their conversation it was evident that 
a confusion (goljoge) existed, but one which he judged he should be able 
to settle. He thinks a few Police ought to remain with him. 

I had arranged, as before reported, for the arrival of forty on the spot 
in the afternoon of the day he wrote ; they are doubtless there^before this. 

No further reports from any quarter. 

Extract of a letter from A. J. R. Batnbrtdge, Esq., Officiating Magistrate* 
of Pubna, — (dated the 4th June 1860.) 

I ENCFiOSE to-day’s reports from Hurinarainpore. 

I have sent another Darogah, and the ten men required, and go myself 
to-morrow morning. 

Mr. Hampton appears to be commencing already the course I antici- 
pated after the manufacturing in October. 

This is most provoking, if true, and very short-siglited. 

I will write from the spot to-morrow. IP I find liinv really doing as' 
reported, and er^o altogether in the wrong, what course do you recom- 
mend ? 

Salgamoodiah is regarded by all the Planters as the fuze to the shell 
in this District. They profess to think it all up in other places when 
Salgamoodiah really ^oes, as they say, and that it will be worst row in 
Bengal. Of course, I shall act according to my lights, but shall be 
gratified for any hints. 

Extract of a demi-official letter from A. J. R. BAmBniDGE, Esq., Officiating 
Magistrate of Pubna, to the Commissioner of Rajshahye, — (dated the 7th 
June 1860.) 

I LEFT Hurinarainpore at day-light this morning. I got there on 
Tuesday. Just as I left Pubna, Mr. Perrier, of Meerpore, came in to tell 
me that the whole of his Concern had again combined to have no more 
Indigo. 

On arriving I found that four Factories about Hurinarainpore, ]>elong- 
ing to Salgamoodiah; had combined, and new Villages were joining 
every day. 
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The leading men were, with the Deputy Magistrate, implicated in a 
charge of giving f!ad advice. Other Ryots and Mr. Hampton came in 
the evening. 

The feeling appeared to ho very strong. The Ryots declared that the 
Factory had brought on the combination by endeavouring to seize their 
persons and take agreements for future years. 

Mr. Hampton denied cither tlie wish or attempt, and offered to give 
them a written ihrar to that effect. 

Numerous other complaints were made, chiefly general, most of which 
Mr. Hampton promised to remedy. 

It was nearly dark, I directed the principal men to be kept Jiazity 
and, when the noisy crew were gone, got the Deputy Magistrate to 
explain to them the terms which 1 thought both sides ought to agiee to. 
An agreement was drafted, to which they professed to agree. 

The next morning, on Mr. Ilampton^s arrival, he consented to the 
agreement, and both sides, after some discussion, shook hands over the 
matter. 

The men then w^ent to eat and consult, taking a copy of the draft with 
them. They objeetjed to sign until they had done so. In the evening 
they returned and refused to sign, professing their willingness to cut 
their own Indigo, but declining to have any writing or to give Carls 
and Boats, except at the Railway rates, which they could believe the 
Factory would give, even if they said so. The wliole matter therefore 
fell to the ground] and I advised the Depiiiy Magistrate to try their 
case at once, and punish them if the evidence justified it. 

All the Ryots of these Factories have taken their advances for Carts 
and Boats. I believe their intention is not to touch the Indigo further, 
but avoid the Law if possible, until the manufacturing time comes, by an 
appearance of consent. 

I do not think the Ryots have the least int( nlion of breaking the 
peace unless coerced by the Factory servants. M»* Hampton was most 
conciliatory both in promise and act before me, and promised to continue 
this policy and check his servants. I requested the Deputy Magistrate 
to let me know instantly if any attempt at aggression on his pait ren- 
dered it necessary to bind him down to keep the peace. 

I have arranged that the Deputy shall remain with forty Police, 
thirty Foot and ten Horse, which will suffice, I think, to prevent any 
collision. 
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The Sub-Lieutenant will remain in command* I explained both to| 
him and the Deputy the purpose and duties of the Military Police. 

I have not seen the llyots here yet ; but from Mr, Davies^ account 
the position is exactly the same, except that here the Ryots deny having 
taken Cart advances. If so, of course they cannot be compelled to take 
them. Mr, Davis says there is nothing in the Law about Carts and 
Boats, and these advances do not come under it. In my opinion they 
form part of the contract for cultivating Indigo. 

The District is much more agitated than it has yet been. This feel- 
ing is likely to spread. I cannot spare Lieutenant Davies and his men 
at present. 

The present combination appears to have originated at Salgamoodiah, 
and spread to this place. The Deputy Magistrate says there is no doubt 
the men with him has fostered and advised it, and that they cannot stop 
it now if they could ; but the immediate cause was oppression on the 
part of the Factory servants. “When his Palkee came in sight numbers of 
men collected to oppose his progress, taking him for the Naib of the 
Factory. 

The boy said to have been carried off has not been recovered by the 
Police. 

Mr, Hampton disbelieved the case, but ordered his servants at once to 
release him if they had taken him, threatening them with punishment if 
the case was true. 

I have very little doubt it is true, though probably done without his 
orders. 


Extract of a demi-official letter from the Officiating Magistrate of Pubna, to 

the Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, — (dated the 7th Juno 1860.) 

Twelve Villages here settled yesterday before me, and I trust the 
remainder, with this precedent, will follow suit. Both sides signed an 
engagement before^e much the same as the one proposed at Ilurina- 
rainpore, except that Mr. Fcrrier agreed to settle the Oharree hire at 7-8 
a month, Boats at four Rupees 100 bundles, Coolies at five Rupees per 
man a month, work or no work, and also inserted a clause that the agree- 
ment was only in force for this year, which appeared to go far towards 
inspiring confidence. I have sent copies to Wasifoodeen Khan, and 
written to him and Mr. Hampton to try once, after shewing the agree- 
ments to the Ryots, 
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I ibiiik Mr* Davies might easily have done what was effected yester- 
day before, as it was only necessary to get rid of the Factory Amlah, 
and confront the Kyots with the Saheb. 

His opinion is that our duty is to keep the peace, and leave the Plant- 
er and llyot to settle by themselves. 

This is quite right in theory, but practically, without interference, it 
would require Military Police constantly in almost every Village to keep 
the peace. 

If matters settle here to-da}^, I shall go back, via Ilurinarainpore, 
and make another attempt. 

1 wrote to Mr. Man to remain at Jungal for the present with the 
Police, if the feeling is so strong here, wdiere there has been no row and 
no particular enmity exists. I was afraid the peace might be broken the 
moment Mr. Durand tries to get his Indigo eu<i 

The Deputy Magistrate, Moulvee Mahmood, reported all quiet at 
Pubna yesterday. The cause of this second combination here seems to 
have been the example of Ilurinarainpore, and the efforts of the Factory 
to get their Cart, &c., advances taken by the remainder of the Villagers 
in the Villages belonging to the disputed Farm which I mentioned 
before. 


From A. P. Yotjno, EHQ.,*Socretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Cfommissioner of the Ilajshahye Division, — (No. 3280, dated the 16th 
June 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
911, dated the 11th instant, submitting demi-official communications 
from the Officiating Magistrate of Pubna, relative to certain differences 
between the Factory and Ryots of the Salgamoodiah Concern, which are 
likely to lead to serious disturbances, as well as regaining the unsettled 
state of the District in the neighbourhood of the Meerpore Concern. 

2, With reference to the differences between the Factory and Ryots 
of the Salgamoodiah Concern, I am desired to request that you will call 
for and submit a full and complete Official Report from Mr. Bainbridge 
of the whole affair. The Lieutenant-Governor finds it impossible to 
infer with any certainty from the disjointed demi-official Reports now 
made, what is the precise position of the two partic^ ; what ej^ctly is 
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the demand of the Factory ; what exactly is the ground of the refusal of ^ 
the Ryots ; and what the legal obligations of the two parties are. It is 
very essential to have precise information on all these points. At present 
the impression on the mind of the Lieutenant-Governor, from a perusal 
of the papers before him, is, that there have been oppressions on tlie part 
of the Factories which have not been encpiired into as they ought to 
have been. If so, the sense of injustice which the Ryots must feel may 
show itself sooner or later in some more formidable excitement than the 
present one. 

3. In one part of Mr. Bainbridge’s communication it is stated that 
he believes that the Ryots have not the least intention of breaking the 
peace, unless coerced by the Factory servant s.^^ But it does not appear 
that the Manager and servants of the Factories have been warned of the 
consequences of attempting tQ coerce the Ryots, or that orders have 
been issued to arrest every Factory servant who i^sorts to unlawful 
violence. 

4. Again further on, in the same letter, it is stated that the imme- 
diate cause of the combination against the Factory was oppression on 
the part of its servants. The Lieutenant-Governor desires to be 
informed why these cases of oppression have not been enquired into. 

5. In your Cth paragraph you state that you have desired the 
Magistrate to make an enquiry into the charge of kidnapping brought 
against the Salgamoodiah Factory people, and to use his best endeavours 
to recover tbfe missing boy. This order the Lieutenant-Governor con- 
siders to be much less stringent than the occasion demanded The case 
of the kidnapped boy must be thoroughly investigated ; an ado(piate 
reward must be offered to all who give useful information on the subject, 

S *th an offer of pardon to all but principals and original instig^ijtors ; 

d when evidence has been obtained those concerned in it, no matter 
who they are, or what the consequences may be, must be nrrested and 
tried. Mr. Hampton, the European Manager of the Factory, it is 
stated, disavows all knowledge of the charge, but the Officiating 
Magistrate thinks it is nevertheless true, and that the offence has been 
committed by the Factory servants without Mr. Ilampton^s knowledge.^^ 
Mr. Hampton, however, must be given to understand that if these men 
have thus grossly misconducted themselves, they must be dealt with 
according to Law. Whatever damage the commercial interests of the 
Factorjj^aay suffer in consequence, the responsibility thereof will be his. 



( 988 ) 


The Master who retains such servants must expect to suffer indirectly 
if not directly, from the consequences of their mal-practices. 

6. After the Deputy Magistrate’s description* of what the people 
of the Salgamoodiah Factory had done, and were doing, and were trying 
to do, it seems to the Lieutenant-Governor strange that the only action 
reported to have been taken, or expected by you to be taken by the 
Magistrate, on his arrival at the scene of such doings, was to endeavour 
to induce the Ryots to come to terms. Every thing else that was 
proper may have been done ; but it is not reported to have been done. 
The great object of all Government Officers should be to avoid the 
appearance as well as the reality of supporting any misconduct on the 
side either of the Factories or the Ryots, and this they will not do in 
the eyes of the sufferers, if they spare any exertion to convict and punish 
offenders on either side. After that, but. not before. Magistrates may 
reasonably hope t^ be accepted as just and neutral parties, anxious to 
see right done to every body ; and then their advice and persuasion 
is likely to do real good ; and the people will not doubt that the 
Government means justly and fairly to all. 

7. The Lieutenant-Governor does not doubt that Mr. Bainbridge 
has acted judiciously and well on the whole, and that he merits the 
praise bestowed on him in your 7th paragraph. But the present Report 
is not enough to enable the Lieutenant-Governor to form an indepen - 
dent judgment from it. In Mr. Bainbridge’s communications there 
is a tone towards Planters who are charged with committing, by the 
agency of their servants, oppressive and unlawful acts, which is not quite 
what it ought to be. Planters as well as Ryots should be reasoned 
with and advised in a kindly considerate and temperate spirit, so long 
as thgre has been no offence committed. But after an offence has b^ 
committed, the Magistrate’s one duty is to enforce the Law equa* 
against the Planter and against the Ryot. As long as Planters conduct 
themslvcs justly and lawfully they will be protected to the utmost ; 
and every assistance that can properly be afforded will be afforded them 
in their present difiiculty. They will have the fullest benefit of the Law 


“That a complaint had been made to him of tho Salgamoodiah Factory Gomashtah having kid- 
napped and carried off a hoy, nam<Mi Arman Chokra, of Hnrinurainpore Village j that the Factory 
was seizing Carts and making the Ryots labor without making any payment for the same ; and 
that endeavours were being made to induce the Ryots to sign over their lands to the Factory on 
eight and ten years' leases for the cultivation Indigo.” 
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lately passed in their favor. But they should l)e warned that, if tliey 
resort to oppression, the consequences will be upon their own heads. 
The office of all public functionaries will then be as towards them, not 
assistance but punishment. 

8. In all these disputes the first thing for the Magistrate to do is 
to make himself as sure as he can of what are and what are not the 
legal obligations of the Ryots. If a Factory requires them to do 
anything they are not Under legal obligation to do, the Magistrate 
should be circumspect when he interferes, as the friend of both parties, 
to bring them to terms. The parties have a right to make their own 
bargain, if they agree ; and if they cannot agree, both parties have an 
equal right to be protected against violence. If the Ryots are really 
under obligation to do what the Factory requires, the Magistrate's 
position is much simpler. He may then safely exhaust all his resources 
in explaining their position to the Ryots, and in using all his influence 
to persuade them honestly to fulfil their obligations ; warning them of 
the legal consequences if they fail, and showing them that their re* 
cusance may injure but cannot better their prospects in future years, 
whatever may he the result of the labors of the Indigo Commission, 

9. In the case of the Salgamoodiuh Factory for example, it is obvious 
that unless the Ryots are under some legal obligation to give the use of 
their Carts to Mr. Hampton at a fixed price, that gentleman can have no 
reasonable claim to get the use of the Carts for less than the owners could 
obtain for ilieni otherwise. It would not be right for a Magistrate to 
endeavour to persuade the owners to give the use of their Carts at less 
than the usual and reasonable market rate of hire. 

10. With reference to the question raised in Mr. Bainhridge’s letter 
of the 7th instant to your address, as to the bearing of Act XL of 
18^0, on contracts under advances to supply Carts, &c., to Indigo 
Factories, that Officer has been requested to prepare and submit a 
complete statement of the case, in order that a legal opinion may be 
obtained on this important point. 

11. The Lieutenant-Governor hjis no objection to Mr. Deputy 
Magistrate Man being retained for the present in Pubna, but the charge of 
the Aurangabad Sub-Division, to which Mr. Man has been appointed, must 
be provided for, for the time Mr. Man may remain employed in Pubna. 
I am therefore desired to request that you will nominate a competent 
Officer tojbake temporary charge of the Aurungabad Sub-Division. 
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From H. M. IJniD, Ksq., CommisMioiior of tho Kaj^halivo Division, to the 
Svcvolan 1() the Govenmienl of Bengal, — (No. 950 dated the 12th 
.finu* ISOO ) 

Sir, 

In oontinuation of my letter No. 911^ dated the 11th instant, 
I have th(‘ honor to iorward herewith, for the information of Ilis Honor 
the Lieutenant-dovernor, Extracts of a communication from the Oflieiat- 
ing Magistrate of Puhna, dated the 1 0th instant, detailing the further 
j)rogress which had been effeett'd in arranging the disputes between 
the Plant (‘rs of Salgarnoodiah and Meerpore Concerns and their Byots, 
and reporting on the general state of the District np to the above 
date. 

2. ft will 1 )c observed that the dispute between the Meerpore Factory 
and the Ryots, on the subject of the general fuirdment by the latter of 
their fndigo contracts for the present season, including the supplying of 
Boats, Carts, &e., has been satisfactorily arranged ))y Mr. Baiubridge, 
and that lie is endc‘aY()uring to etteet an amicable adjustment of the dis- 
pute' still outstanding about the renewal of the larming lease between 
the Zemindars and Mr. Ferrier. Should, however, the arrangement break 
through, he will take proper measures to ensure the preservation of the 
p(‘ace. 

On the Salgarnoodiah side also the measures taken by Mr. Bain- 
bridge for adjusting matters between the Factory and the Ryots wore 
])t‘ing^)r()Ug]it to a satisfaclf)ry close by Deputy Magistrate Moulveo 
Wasifoi (h'cn. Thirty-two Villages had already agreed to the term 
siiggc'.ted by Mr. Baiubridge, and the rest of the Villages were expected 
shortly to follow their example. 

‘k 1 have aiithovized Lieutenant Davies to march with the remainder 
of his Sowars (10) to Berhauipore, the rainy season being at hand, and 
IV. Cavalry would bt' useless in Pubna, when once the rains have set in, 
1 would beg to suggest that Lieutenant Davies^ Detachment of the 
IV liar llorire may be allowed to remain at Berhampore during the rains. 
Early insl ructions on this point are solicited, in order that, if their de- 
tcnti(»u at IVrh impoiv is considered advisable, immediate steps may be 
taken to Imve the men and horses comfortably housed and stabled. My 
reason i()r recommending their detention at Berhampore is that their 
services may possil)!^ be again required after the close of the rains. T 
would beg to bring to the Lieuienant-CovernoFs notice the favorable 
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mention myde by Mr. Baiubridge of Lieutenant Davies* qualilioations 
for the exercise of Magisterial powers. 

5. I am informed by Captain Reeves^ of the 2nd Police Battalion, 
that the Officer who has been newly appointed to his Corps (Lieutenant 
Coombes) may be expected to join very shortly; and that he will procecnl 
direct to Pubna to assume Command of the Detachment of the Batta- 
lion (200 in number) still located there. Until his arrival, the Native 
Sub-Lieutenants may be allowed to remain in (diar go of their several 
Sub-Detachments, and it will not be necessary therefore to have 
recourse to the measure proposed in my letter No. 917, dated the 
6th June, of sending Lieutenant O’Connor from JMaldah. 

6. I beg to bring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s notice, that Mr. De- 
puty Magistrate Man wishes to remain at Pubna, and that Mr. Bain- 
bridge is desirous of retaining his services. If not inconvenient, there- 
fore, to the rccpiirements of the Public Service, I would suggest that 
Mr. Man, who has betui doing good service in the District, may be 
allowed to remain at Pubna for the present, and that some other equally 
active and efficient Officer may be sent in his stead to Aurungabad, the 
charge of which Sub-Division should just now be entrusted to tlie best 
Officer who can be spared for the duty. If the services of Mr. Man are 
allowed to be retained at Pubna, those of Mr. H. Davis, or of Mr. 
Stewart, will be available for employment elsewhere. 

7. I would beg to bring prominently to the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
notice the remarks made by Mr. Bainbridge regarding the strong feeling 
which exists in the Southern part of the District against Indigo, and the 
difficulty which lie anticipates will arise when the next sowing season 
comes on. I am not aware of there being any good foundation for the 
report which has spread amongst the Ryots of Pubna, of the Commis- 
sioner of Nuddea having released many of ilic Nuddea Ryots from 
Jail, and if I liiid, on en([uiry, that the report is untrue, I shall desire 
the Magistrate of Pubna to contradict it. 

Extract from a communication from the Officiating Magistrate of Pubna, to 
the Commissioner of the liajshahye Division, — (dated the 10th June 1860.) 

I RETURNED to Pubna this morning. The remaining Villages in 
Meerpore were persuaded to settle amicably last night ; they were all he 
Halm, had not taken Cart advances, and all belonged to the lapsed farm 
ill dispute. 
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The agreement, a copy of which I will send for your information, 
settles the Indigo matter, but the farm remains over. They all refuse to 
pay their rents to the Factory for the farm of the four annas^ share, the 
lease of which has still three years to run. The Factory desire to renew 
the lease for the twelve annas also, which expired this year, 

I offered to arbitrate on the appearance of the Proprietor of the twelve 
annas’ share, if the Proprietors and Mr. Ferrier would come to Pubna ; 
meantime they will give security to keep the peace on Monday, and the 
Police (Civil) will remain in the Villages pending the arrangement. I 
believe both sides will keep the Indigo ikrar ; each clause was argued 
out and agreed to by both before me, and they finally appeared sincere 
and content. Would any case have stood against the Ryots had they 
remained obstinate ? They bad not taken fresh advances for Carts and 
Roats, but were in balance on the books for them, and all held shatas. 
The Factory pleaded general understanding that the agreement for Boats 
and Carts was not confined to the past season, and that refusal to give 
Carts and Boats was as good as not cultivating ; the ripe Plant must rot, 
as carriage was not procurable elsewhere. 

Every Ryot was professedly willing from the first to bring his own 
Plant without pay, but nothing more. 

I told Mr. Ferrier I should have no jurisdiction, which induced him to 
^increase his rates and led, after a great tax on voice and temper, to a 
settlement. 

Wasi(podcen wrote me yesterday that the Hurinarainpore pcoj)le were 
coming round after all, and that the Ryots of some thiity-two Villages 
had signed a mutual ikrar. In this case the rest will follow, and peace 
or war for the rest of the season will remain in Mr. Hampton’s hands. I 
have written twice in the strain you recommended, once before and once 
after the receipt of your letter. He is very conciliating himself, and the 
Ryots like him, but he is abominably in the hands of his Amlah, 

The boy, who I firmly believe was taken, was not produced while I 
was there, and on one occasion, in the midst of our arguments, a man 
rushed in with his ‘back all scored with a cane, and on another two indi" 
viduals vociferated that his Peadahs were then threatening them with 
consequences to follow my departure. Naturally all arguments were use- 
less while this continued. 

I cannot describe how strong and determined the feeling against 
Jndigo is in these parts of the District. 
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I believe the majority of the Ryots will die rather than ioiuh it on 
any terms next year, and no terms or legislation will restore confidence 
in one season. 

Further, the Ryots would require at least two months to consider and 
make up their minds for or against any act which may result from the 
present investigation and interval, which they will not get. They will 
therefore determine not to sow. The Planter will not give in without 
an effort. 

No Concern, if possible, allows its Ryots to have any documents. The 
Factory will immediately raise the rents of all old Ryots, and defy them 
to prove their right of occupancy. The squatters, who hold on condition 
of cultivating Indigo, will have the option at once of ejectment or con- 
sent, the result of which will be a jote on the part of all to resist this 
ejectment. 

This, in my opinion, is the meaning of the threat thrown at the 
Zemindars by the Planter, that the Ryots, after refusing to cultivate 
Indigo, will next refuse to pay rent. I do not see how the peace will be 
kept after the rains without an immense number of Troops in Bengal. 

The rest of the District is quiet. Manufacturing has commenced in 
several Factories. 

The rains are now so close, and the Sowars will so soon be unalde to 
move, that I woidd not detain Lieutenant Davies, 1 shall be sorry to 
lose him, and only hope that, if occasion recpiires, he may be sent back 
after the rains. 

lie is a most valuable Officer for this service, speaks Bengallce per- 
fectly well, understands Bengallees and the Planting system, slicvvs great 
activity, readiness and judgment, and never makes a mistake. lie is 
the man of all others I should select to invest with Magisterial powers if 
required. 

Mr. Man is very anxious to stop in Pubna. T should be indeed glad 
if you can arrange it. Mr. Davis is available for Aurungabad, or Mr. 
Stewart. 

Mr. Man answers for Jungal being quiet at any rate until the 1st 
proximo, when the cutting will begin. I shall write to him to come 
in. 

— The Ryots appear to believe that all the Kishnaghur Indigo 
Convicts have been released by the Commissioner, which may have helped 
to cause the last disturbances. 
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From A. II. Youno, Esq., Secretary to tlu; (iovenimeiit of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of the llajshaliye Division, — (No. 3218, dated the I8th 
June 1800.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
950i, dated the 12th instant, forwarding extracts of a communication 
from Mr. Bainbridge, Officiating Magistrate of Piibna, in which he 
reports the further progress made by him towards a settlement of the 
disputes between the Planters and the Ryots of the Salgamoodiali 
and Meerpore Concerns, 

2. A perusal of this Report has strengthened the feeling created in 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s mind, that on the whole Mr. Bainbridge has 
acted with great judgment and success, and also unobjectionably in every 
rcspe<;t, if he has taken care not to persuade Ryots, free to do as they 
like with their own property, to allow themselves to be brow-beaten into 
agreeing to give the use of their Carts and Boats for materially less than 
they could get for them otherwise. 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor infers from what Mr, Bainbridge has 
stated in his Report that he has carefully avoided all interference or dis- 
cussion with the Ryots, in respect to cjuestions relating to future years. 
Tliis is satisfactory. The Lieutenant-Governor is of opinion that no- 
thing could be more unpardonable in a Public Officer than inducing the 
Villagers to do anything that w^ould, in the least degree, prejudice their 
position next year. 

4. Tliough the Lieutenant-Governor very much approves of Mr. 
Bainbridge having in an equitable and kindly spirit towards both parties 
brought about an accommodation between them in regard to the boating 
and carting of Indigo this year, he feels some anxiety in the matter of 
the farming lease which is very obscurely referred to in your communi- 
cation. Mr. Bainbridge states that he is endeavouring to effect an ami- 
cable adjustment of the dispute about the renewal of this lease. But I 
am desired to observe that no Public Officer must allow himself to be 
induced to influence in the least degree such private transactions as the 
grant of a lease. Any interference in such dealings would be highly 
objectionable in principle ; and in practice, any momentary advan^ge 
in the shape of facility in the preservation of the tranquillity of thJ^Dis- 
triet would probably be greatly overbalanced by the complications of 
private rights and private quarrels in which the Magistrate might be 
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involved eventually by such a departure from his proper province. I am 
desired to reejuest that you will call for and submit a full Report regard- 
ing this lease. 

5. With regard to the Detachment of Sowars under Lieutenant 
Davies, I am desired to state that the Lieutenant-Governor, after con- 
sulting the Inspector of Police Battalions, is of opinion that it would be 
expedient to keep this Detachment for the present at Berharapore, in 
case its services may be required in any of the Indigo Districts ; and T 
am to request that immediate ste}>s may be taken to have tlie men and 
horses suitably housed and stabled. 

6. The favoralJTe mention made by Mr. Bainhridge of Lieutenant 
Davies’ qualilicaiions for the exercise of Magisterial powers is creditable to 
that Officer, and will he remembered in the event of his services beins: 
required in that capacity. 

7. You have been already informed by my letter No. 3*280, of the 
ICth instant, that the Lieutenant-Governor has no objection to Mr. 
Deputy Magistrate Man^s services being retained for the present in 
Pubna. 


From H. M. Keto, Esq., Commissioner of the Rajsliahyc Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 1052, dated the 3j'd July 
1800.) 

Siu, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters 
Nos. 3280 and 321 S, dated the 10th and 18th ultimo, relative to certain 
differences which have lately occurred between the Indigo Planters and 
the Ryots of the Salgamoodiah and Mcerpore Concerns in the District 
of Pubna ; and, as directed in the 2nd paragraph of the first alluded to 
communication, I beg to submit, for the information of Ilis Honor the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, copy of a connected Official Report from 
the Officiating Magistrate of Pubna, dated the 29tli ultimo, giving a 
full description of the dilfcrcnces between the Salgamoodiah Factory 
and its Ryots. 

2^ Mr, Bainbridge’s Report is so extremely clear and concise, that 
it appears altogether unnecessary for me to recapitulate it. I will merely, 
therefore, make a few comments on such portions of it as appear to 
require notice on my part. 
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li. The 2ii(l to lOlhaiul the I2th and 13th paragra])Iis of Mr. Bain- 
hridge’s letter explain the cnnm, as far as Mr. Bainbridge has been able 
to ascertain them, of tin diiferences which have arisen between the Fac- 
tory and the Ryots, and give particulars of the overt acts by which those 
differences were accompanied, and also of the settlement of the matters 
in dispute, which was agreed,. upon, to the mutual satisfaction of the 
Eyots and of the Planter, at the instance of the Officiating Magistrate 
and the Deputy Magistrate Moulvee Wasifoodeen, and which, I would 
observe Mr. Rainbridge’s I3th paragraph), would appear to have 
l)cen sufficiently advantageous to the Ryots. 

d. The main causes of the dissatisfaction oh the part of the Ryots 
would appear to have been oppression on the part of the Factory people, 
and a fear that tlicy would be forced to enter into contracts to sow 
Indigo for future years. There w'as a complaint also of one Arman 
Chokra having been kidnapped by the Factory Gomashtah, and there 
were others of a general and more trivial character, all of which latter 
were unsupported by proof, and could not of course be prosecuted to 
conviction. On the other hand there was a complaint on the part of the 
Factory of one of its Ameens having been knocked down and beaten. 
The Magistrate farther expresses it as his own convii-tion, as well as 
that of the Deputy Magistrate, th.at the Factory had Lattials collected 
at different localities to seize the Ryots ; but he remarks that the Ryots 
also had collected Tiuttials on their side. 

а. The Magistrate, as well as the Dcimty Magistrate, seemed to 
think that the Factory was cheifly to blame ; but no more serious occur- 
rence than that of the kidnapping of the boy Atman Chokra had, up to 
that time, taken place j and they thought it would be for the beat to 
settle matters, if possible, to the satisfaction of both parties, and thereby 
to preserve the peace of the District. This they succeeded in doing, 
the terms agreed upon being those specified in the Officiating Magis- 
trate’s 13th paragraph. 

б. With reference to your 3rd, 4th, and 7th paragraphs, I would 
beg to refer llis Honor the Lieutenant-Governor to the concluding parts 
of the Officiating Magistrate’s 6th and 8th paragraphs, and also to his 
9th paragraph, from which it will be observed that Mr. Bainbridge was 
fully prepared to deal out equal justice to both parties, and that he dis- 
tinctly warned Mr. Hampton and his servants of the consequences of 
attempting to coerce the Ryots, and particularly directed the Deputy 
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Magistrate to arrest the Naib or any otlicr servant who resorted to 
violence, and if necessary, to«end them in to him for punishment. 

7. With reference to the 5th paragraph of your letter No. 33 SO, 
commenting on the case of Arman Chokra, I beg to refer you to para- 
graph 10 of the OlBciating Magistrate's letter, from which it will be 
observed that the above case has been compromised. It appears that 
Arman Chokra was produced before the Deputy Magistrate on or about 
the 10th June, after the Magistrate had left the spot, and that he had 
some marks as of heating on his person. In reporting this to me the 
Officiating Magistrate remarked to the effect, that he feared there would 
not be sufficient evidence for conviction. I replied that the boy^s evi*- 
denee, if direct, and corroborated by circumstantial evidence, might 
suffice for conviction, and that his father or other near relative might be 
made prosecutor in the case. But before these instructions, whicli were 
dated the 19th June, could reach the Magistrate, the case had already 
been compromised by the Deputy Magistrate oii the IGth idem, although 
such mode of dealing with it appears to have been opposed to the verbal 
instructions given to that Officer by the Magistrate (as will be seen from 
the auiiexcd extract of a (lemi-ojficlal letter from Mr. Bainbridge to my 
address, dated the 39ih ultimo) : — The case was compromisiKl on the 
16 th of June, so I did nothing. Iliad told Wasifoodecn this before, 
saying the case sliould not be compromised. I asked him when lie earae 
in, why it was done. lie said they proffered the compromise, not to 
have accepted it would have complicated matters ; and that was the 
Ameen’s good case and otliers on the other side, I think liis opinion 
deserved attention, as he was on the spot.^^ 

8. The settlement of the case in the manner mentioiiod is to he 
regretted; and I have called upon the Deputy Magistrate to explain why 
he acted in disobedience to the orders of the Magistrate so dealing with 
it. Mr. Bainbridge, it will be observed, is of opinion that the reasons 
assigned by the Deputy Magistrate for allowing the case to be compro- 
mised are deserving of attention, as he was on the spot, and well able to 
judge the probable effect of a contrary method of dealing with it. How- 
ever much it has to be regretted that the case has been compromised, it 
cannot now, in my opinion, be re-oijened, I have therefore requested the 
Magistrate to stay the further proceedings alluded to in his 10th para- 
graph, until further orders ; and would beg to bo favored with the 
Lioutenant-G over nor instructions on the subject. 

136 
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9. li will be observed, from Mr. Bainbridge’s 15tli paragrdpb, that 
further complaints liave since been made by Mr, Hampton against the 
Ilyots, of their not having adhered to the agreements made by them^ 
and of their having again combined against the Factory. The reason 
assigned for this fresh dissatisfaction on their part being, that certain 
Ryots had returned from Cojputta with reports tliat the further cnltiva* 
tion of Indigo was to be optional, and that persons who had received 
advances were to have tlie option, if they wished it, to repay the amount 
of their balances into the Collei'tor's Treasury. 

10. The Ofliciatiiig Magistrate at once despatched the Deputy 
Magistrate to the spot to empiire into this fresh charge of combination, 
and to punish the parties against whom anything might be proved, and 
to take the necessary stc]>s to prevent any brcacdi of the peace ; but it will 
be seen from the Deputy Magistrate's Report, dated thc3 25th ultimo, 
translation of whicli is annexed, that everything was perfect ly quiet when 
he visited the spot, and that he was unable to ascertain how the 
rumours mentioried in Mr. Ilamptdl's letter arose. 

11. Mr. Bainbvilge’s 1 tth paragraph contains an explanation on the 
subject of the farming lease, which is alluded to in }^our letter No. ?5218y 
dated the ISth ultimo. Mr. Bainbridg'c explains tliat be offered to me- 
diate between the parties on the subject of the farm, being convinced 
that his doing so would assist materially in the settlement of the other 
disputes which were at that time pendiug hetAvcori them, and that his 
doing so had that ellect. The mediation regarding the farming lease 
appears to have failed as far as the farm itself is concerned, and both 
parties have been bound down to keep the peace. The object which Mr. 
Bainbridge had in view in cr)nneclion with this matter was a most lauda-* 
ble one, but it has been pointed out to him tl:at 11 is Honor the Lieute- 
nant-Governor, for the reasons deUiiled in your above letter, considers 
any interference in such matters, on the part of Government Officials, to 
be highly objectionable in principle ; and he has been enjoined strictly to 
adhere to the principle of non -interference in matters of the kind for the 
future. 

12. It will be seen from Mr. Baiubridge’s 11th paragraph, that he 
has forwarded direct to Government a Report on the subject of the bear- 
ing of Act XI. of ISGO on the case of contracts under advances to supply 
Carts, &c., to Indigo Factories, referred to in paragraph 10 of your letter 
No. 3280. 
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13. With advertence to the eoncluditig portion of the 11th paragraph, 
I would beg to be pennitted to nominate Mr. Villiers Taylor, who has 
lately been acting as Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector of Rungpore, 
to the temporary charge of the Sub-Division of Aurangabad, if his 
services can be spared for the purpose. Mr. Taylor lias exiiressed to me 
his willingness to accept the post, should the Lieutenant-Governor be 
pleased to appoint him to it. Mr. Taylor at present stands posted to the 
Mudheypoorah Sub -Division ; and a letter addressed to him at BhaurjuU 
pore, within the nex.t week or ten days, would reach him in time to admit 
of his joining Aurungabad instead of Mudheypoorah. Should this 
arrangement not be approved of*, 1 would suggest that Mr. Deputy Magis- 
trate Davis, who has lately been appointed to Moorshedahad, should be 
temporarily transferred to the chai’gc of the Sub-Division, The first 
named arrangement would, however, in my opinion 1)0 the preferable one, 
as au extra Oflieer is much re(piired at the Siidder Station during Mr. 
Robinson’s absence on special duty in the Aurungabad Sub-Division, 
and as he informs me that, to euub8|fhim to do that duty in a satisfac- 
tory manner, it is ossontial that there sliould he another Olliecr at the 
Sub-Divisional Head Quarters to dispose of tlic current work. 


From A. J. R. llAlNUianoE, Esq., Olliciating Joint Magistrate of Pubna, to 
the Comiuissioiior of the Rajslialiyc Division, — (dated the 29th Juno 
1800.) 

Sill, 

In reply to your letter No 1000, June 23rd, 1800, 1 liave the 
honor to submit the following report regarding the differences between 
the Salgamoodiah Fa(;lory and Ryots. 

2. The Factory complained that, whereas tlie Ryots had sown accord- 
ing to their agreements, and had taken advances to supply Carts and 
Boats as usual, they were combining not to give them, refused to work, 
and had seized and beaten an Ameen who went to one of their Villages. 

3. Wasifoodecii Khan, Deputy Magistrate, was deputed to the spot, 
June 1st, 18G0. The position of the two parties was this ; — ^The Ryots 
were under advances for Boats and Carts, which the Factory demanded 
should be worked out as usual. The ground of refusal on the part of the 
Ryots was that the Factory was attempting to extort contracts 
for ten years ; they also made general complaints of oppression and 
extortion* 
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4. Some twenty petitions had been made by the Ryots, the burden 
of the majority of which was that the Factory was entertaining Lattials, 
who were ready to seize and carry them to the Factory to sign these 
contracts ; the rest were for petty assault, and one for trifling plunder. 
These petitions specified no date, and were so general and trifling as to 
require no order beyond a Subpoena ; no witnesses were produced in any 
of them. This appears to be the reason why they were not further 
encpiired into, and why the Deputy Magistrate at once endeavoured 
to settle the matter amicably. 

5, He reported that matters were in fair train towards this result, 
when fresh complaints were made of kidna])ping Arman Chokra, of 
endeavouring to get signatures to the agreements aforesaid, and of making 
men and carts work without pay. The institution of these cases ended 
the settlement. 

fi. I went out on the 4th or 5ih, intending to take the matter in 
liand, but, owing to the occurrences at Meerporc, was unable to remain. 
No witnesses have been produced iirflkny of the cases brought by the 
Ryots except that of Arman Chokra. There are about forty of them, all 
of a trivial and general nature, and the object of most of the petitions are 
to get securities taken from the Factory. I explained to the Ryots why I 
could not stop to try these cases, saying tluit the Deputy Magistrate 
would remain, and severely punish oppression of violence on either side. 

7. Meantime, I required to know what their demands were, that I 
might make Mr. Hampton concede to them if just, and so settle the matter. 
They at first answered that they could not trust the Factory, and would 
do no more work beyond cutting and bringing each man his own Indigo, 
They were shewn that tliey had taken advances, that the Factory would 
prosecute, and that they would probably end by being punished, after 
much trouble and expense. The head men presently stated their de- 
mands, to whicli Mr. Hampton agreed. They were written out and 
taken away for consultation. In the evening the men returned after 
being sent for, and refused to agree to anything, saying they were all 
prepared to abide the result. 

8. This being the result of so much negociation, I thought their 
intention to do nothing clear, and said that it only remained to keep the 
peace and try the cases which both parties forced on ; that I must leave 
the place, but that the Deputy Magistrate would remain and see justice 
done. Some of those present, whom the Deputy Magistrate said were 
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proved to be llio instigators of the eombinaiion, were detained on security. 
Their eontincmeut gave dissatisfaction ; and, before leaving, I recom- 
mended the Deputy Magistrate to lose no time in putting the delinquents 
in ArnDan ChokiVs case on the same footing, and punish them severely 
if the case was true. I did not neglect to warn Mr. Hampton and his 
servants of the consequences of attempting to coerce the Ryots, and 
particularly directed the Deputy Magistrate to arrest the Naib or any 
other servant who resorted to violence, and, if necessary, send them in 
to me, 

9. A man who had been evidently bedtcii complained to me while I 
was there. He was shewn to ]\Ir. Hampton, and I proceeded to take up 
his case directly ; but he rel'used to prosecute, though pressed to do so, 
expressing himself quite salislied with the redress given by Mr, Hampton. 
This case wjvs not connected with the differences we were occupied with. 

10. I left before morning on the 6ih or 7tli. The Deputy Magistrate 
replied to my letter at Meerpore, that there was no necessity for my 
return, and he cvcaiually effected th^gettlement reported, and accepted 
Razeenamahs in all the cases, that of Arman Chokra included. I have 
replaced the case on the file and seat the record to him with directions 
to complete and pass orders on it. The case only requires Arman’s depo« 
sition to prove it against the Goiniishtah. 

11. A statement of the cases called for in paragraph 10 of the 
Government letter has been forwarded direct. My doubts on tills point 
made me the more anxious to effect a compromise, as the combination 
was spreading daily, and the difficulty of keeping the peace increasing in 
proportion. 

VZ, My report, that the origin of these disturbances was o])prcssion 
on the part of the Factory servants, was based on the Deputy Magis- 
trate’s opinion, as well as my own, that the Factory had LatiJals in 
different places to seize tlie Ryots ; though this was of course most difficult 
to prove ; there were men brought from Kishiiaghur on the other side 
also. When the Deputy Magistrate first arrived, he found some hundreds 
of men assembled on tlfe opposite bank of the River, some of them with 
sticks. It appeared they took his palkec for that of the Naib of the 
Factory. 

13. In reply to Government letter No. 3218, of 18th of June, I have 
called on Wasifoodeen Khan, Deputy Magistrate, to report the exact 
rates of hire agreed to for Boats and Carts, and given him the necessary 



( 100 ^ ) 


caution. The rates arranged at Meerpore were sent you : — Carts 
llujjees 7-8 per month for ilaka Ryots; Rupees 8-8 for be ilaka, and 
Rupees 4 per ]C() l)undles for Boats. 

ll. With regard to the farming lease I have done nothing further 
than 1 reported to you. The position is this : — The Meerpore Concern 
held a farm of the twelve annas^ share in six Villages from one Partner, 
and of four annas from another. The lease of the twelve annas^ share has 
just expired; renewal is refused. The lease of the four annas’ share has 
three years to run. The Proprietor says he was confined in the godown, 
and gave it under duress. Both Partners and the Ryots have combined 
to oust the Factory from the four annas if possible. The Ryots refused 
to work for or pay rent to the Factory. They have consented, on the terms 
reported, to work this year ; but they refuse to allow the Factory Tehsil- 
dars in their Villages, and declare they will only pay their rents into the 
Collectory, or to the four annas’ Proprietor. Both sides have been bound 
to keep the jieace, and the Nowpara Naib Darogah and Burkundauzes 
have been deputed to the spot for tbc present. I have to-day informed 
the four annas’ Partner that I cannot interfere further. My offer at the 
time assisted the settlement. 

15. Since the conclusion of the arrangement at Salgamoodlah, Mr. 
Hampton hns again complained. Ilis original letter has been forwarded. 
I enclose Wasifoodoen Khan’s second Report from the spot, received 
yesterday, also copies of the directions given him. Two petitions have 
been put in by some Ryots of Salgamoodiah Factory itself against some 
of the servants. Orders were written on the backs, sending them to 
Wasifoodecn for investigation, and directing him to arrest and punish 
any servant, Naib or otherwise, who had committed any oppression. The 
Petitioners wore told that they were only bound to work while their 
agreement was observed. 

1(5. Two Meerpore Ryots also petitioned, filing three specimens of 
pretended hat chittahs. I passed very similar orders, and sent for 
their witnesses. A copy of my letter to. Mr. Ferrier is sent herewith. 


Translation of a Roobookarree, dated 25th June, addressed to the Magistrate 
of Puhna, by Moulvxe WASirooDEEN, Deputy Magistrate. 

That on the 23rd June 18G0, Kalaehand Udhikaree, Mookhtear of 
the Sahibs of the Salgamoodiah Concern, presented a petition stating 
that Issur Chundcr Chowdry, Bagoo Mundle, and others, of the 
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Village of Baradee^ &c., had come to their houses from Calcutta^ and 
had circulated a story amoug the llyots of different Villages, that 
Government had passed an order to the effect that the manufacture of 
Indigo would be stopped j and that the money advanced should be deposi- 
ted in the Collectorate ; and that the said Ryots were trying to put a stop 
to tlie Carts and Boats contracted for, and to mislead the Coolies who 
already received advances 

Agreeably to the instructions of the Magistrate of Pubna, I set out 
at half-pasts ohdock of the 23rd, and arrived at llurinarainpoVe before 
4 p. M. I enquired into the subject, but did not observe any signs^of the 
nature aforesaid. As the Sahibs of the Factory will commence their 
work on the 26th instant, I intend making a stay of i wo or three days 
and shall return with the Police Force, should there happen nothing new. 
1 shall inform the Magistrate if anything occurs. 

OanEUEn, that a copy of this Roobookarree be sent to the Magistrate 
of Pubna. 


From A. R. YottNg, Ksq , Secretary to the Governnlent of Bengal, to tifc 
Cammisaionor of the Uujshabyo Division, — (N^o. 3010, dated tlio Hill 
July 18G0.) 

Sill, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
1 052, dated the 3rd instant, submitting an Official Report from the 
Officiating Magistrate of Pubna, in which he gives an account of the 
differences between the Indigo Planters and the Ryots of the Salgamodiah 
and Meerpore Concerns, and states the measir.os taken by tlie Local 
Authorities to settle those disputes and to prevent a breach of llic 
peace. 

2. Tlie Lieutenant-GoYernor considers this Report to he on the 
whole satisfactory. But he observes that there are points on which the 
proceedings reported are open to question. 

3. Tiie llyots of Mr. llamploiPs Factory arc reported to have said 
that they would do no more work l)oyond cutting and bringing (to the 
Factory)' each man his own Indigo. This of course is all that they could 
be obliged to do under a mere contract for the cultivation of Indigo. 
But Mr. Bainbridge states that they were shewn that they had taken 
advances, and even told that the Factory would prosecute, and that they 
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WoVikl probably end by beiiif^ pnnished after much trouble and c3Cpotls(^* 
Mr. Bainbridge seems here to have misled the Ilyots by some erroneous 
understanding of the Law. Certainly the late Indigo Act applies to no 
work unconnected with the contract to cultivate Indigo ; and it imposes 
no jivniHlment for breaelies of Civil contract. And unless the Ryots 
had contracted expressly to do some other kind of work, they were under 
no obligation by an ordinary Indigo contract to do it, and Were answer- 
able to no Law whatsoever for refusal. Mr. Bainbridge^s exposition and 
counsel seem therefore to have been much too general and unqualified 
to the ^lisad vantage of the Ryots. 

4. Mr. Bainbridge reports that some Ryots were confined, to the 
general dissatisfaction of the Villagers, on no other ground than that the 
Deputy Magistrate said they were proved to he the instigators of the 
combination.^^ This proceeding was wholly unlawful, and being so was 
not just or proper. Such a combination as is mentioned> even if proved, 
is no olfonce, and no Magistrate is warranted in confining any one for 
joining or instigating it. 

5. In both these points the Factory was placed at an advantage, and 
the Ryots at a disadvantage, which neither the Law nor natural equity 
justified. 

(5. The Lieutenant-Governor approves of the orders passed by you in 
regard to the farming lease referred to in your llth paragraph. Mr. 
Bainbridge was not in a position to see all the bearings of a qaesl ion of 
this nature as it affects private interests and sentimenls. It appears 
that the Ryots were very strongly against a renewal, and that alone was 
cause enough for a Zemindar of right feeling refusing to renew. The 
Lieutenant-Governor regrets that a Government Officer was so indiscreet 
as to interfere in the interest of any third party, by advising a course 
displeasing to the only two parties permanently interested. The allega- 
tion of the Proprietor of the four aniias^ share of the Fistate, that he gave 
the lease of his share under duress, when confined (by the lessee) in a 
godown, whether founded or not, gives an additional color of impropriety 
to any interference on the part of a Magistrate in the lessee^s 
favor. 

7. With reference to your 7th paragraph, I am desired to state that 
the Lieutenant-Governor cannot permit the case of kidnapping to be 
dropped as a Government prosecution. The Deputy Magistrate is 
much to blame for having consented to allow a case of this peculiar 
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nature to be dropped ; and he Tmist be seriously reproved for having 
done so, contrary, it would seem, to the Magistrate's instructions* 

8. Mr. Bainbridge says — the case only requires Armanis deposition 
to prove it against the Gomashtah,^^ Arman being the kidnapped person. 
The Gomashtah must be immediately i)rosecuted in the name of the 
Queen, all witnesses being warned that they will he liable to prosecution 
for perjury if they do not give true evidence. No endeavors must he 
spared to obtain good and sufficient evidence of the facts, whatever they 
are. 

9. The frequency of erimes of this nature, and the impunity of those 
who are known to be guilty of them, arc a disgrace to our administra* 
tion. Such cases must never be treated like a common assault, or other 
small misdemeanor affecting individuals, which may be settled by those 
immediately affected, without any general injury to the public. Kidnap- 
ping must be regarded as a crime against the public, which must never 
fail to be prosecuted, on the part of the public, with the utmost severity. 

10. With reference to your 13th paragraph, I am to state that the 
Lieutenant-Governor does not see any advantage in changing Mr. 
Villiers Tayler’s destination to Aurungabad. The Sub-Division of 
Mudheypoorah would remain to be filled up. Mr, Robinson^s presence 
at Aurangabad makes it unnecessary that any other Officer should go 
there immediately. Mr. Deputy Magistrate Stewart will have joined 
Piibna to relieve Mr. Man, and the latter Officer will be available, for 
the charge of the Aurangabad Sub-Division, before Mr. Robinson will 
have concluded his enquiries in that neighbourhood. 


From H. M. Rkid, Esq., Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the (Government of Bengal, — (No. 80t., dated the 4th 
August 1860.) 

Sir, 

AVith reference to your letter No. 3610, of the 11th ultimo, 
copy of which was duly communicated to the Officiating Magistrate of 
Pubna; 1 have now the honor to forward, for information of His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor, copy of a letter from the above Officer, No. 
419, of the 23rd ultimo, in which, while admitting the justness of the 
remarks conveyed in your 3rd and 4th paragraphs, Mr. Bainbridge states 
that he ought to have furnished a more detailed explanation ou 

127 
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\]\o siil>joci of llie fanning' lease Tiliieh is alhulocl to in your Cih 
paragraph. 

2. From ilic ex])lanaiion now submitted it appears that it was at the 
recpiest of ihe/our amias* ,sfi a veil older of the Mehaly and not at that of the 
Manager of the Factory ^ that Mr, Bainbridgo consented to mediate the 
matters in dispute between the parties, and that his object in sending 
for the twelve miiiaF sharer was to explain to him that the forcible ejection 
of the Indigo Planter, from a Village, of a fractional portion of which he 
still held an unexpired lease, could not be allowed. It was not with the 
object of causing him to renew the term of his owit twelve annas’ portion 
of the farm that the Magistrate sent for the above Zemindar, but that 
the Farmer might continue in peaceable possession of the four anuas^ 
portion during the remaining period that his lease of it had to run ; and 
that, by retaining such ])Ossossi()n, his engagements with the Pyots in 
respect to Indigo might be the more satisfactorily arranged. Under the 
explanation now afforded, and with advertence to the circumstance that 
it was at the instance of one of the parties chiefly interested in the matter 
that Mr. Bainbridge consented to mediate the mailers in dispute, I trust 
that His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor will be inclined to entertain a 
more favorable view of the part taken by that gentleman in the matter 
than that expressed in ])aragraph 0 of your letter under reply. I have 
no hesitation in recording my conviction that the course followed by 
Mr. Bainbridge was that which seemed to him most likely to be attended 
with the most satisfactory results to the several parties concerned, and 
that, in adopting it, he was not at the time aware of its being in any 
W’ay objectionable. 

8. I have, in obedience to the Lieutenant-Governor’s orders, directed 
the Officiating Magistrate to prosecute the case of Arman Chokra, on 
the part of Government. The case is almost ready for decision, and I 
am informed that there is sufficient evidence for a conviction. 

4. With reference to the 10th and succeeding paragraphs of Mr. 
Bainbridge’s letter, I have referred him to the demi-official correspond- 
ence which has recently taken place between the Government and Mr. 
Moran, copy of which has been sent for his information and guidance, 
I have impressed upon him that the forcible cutting of the crop by the 
Factory cannot be, under any circumstances, permitted ; but that, at 
the same time, it would be the proper course for him, in every case where 
such petitions as those alluded to by him are presented, to point out to 
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the Pctilioi]j||;s that if they arc r^lly under advances to tlie Factory t<^> 
supply their Iiidii^o to it, their neglect to perform their ohligations will 
be liable to subject them to the conse(iueiiccs laid down by the Law h)r 
such neglect. 

5. I have informed the Magistrate that, in my opimon, Mr. Assis- 
tant Harris should be instructed not to interfere any farther in the 
matter alluded to in his IGth paragraph beyond preventing the forci))le 
cutting of the Indigo by the Factory, and informing the Petitioners 
to the same effect as detailed in the preceding paragraph of this 
letter. 

6. The behaviour of the Ryots, as reported in Mr. Bainbridge’s 1 tth 
paragraph, ai>pcars, as far as 1 have had an opportunity of personally 
judging of it, to bear out the descri]>tion given in that OHicer’s 1 Ith 
paragraph. I have been unable to ascertain how the report has arisen 
that no more petitions against oppressions would be received after the 
15th Srahun, (2i)th July,) but I have informed the OnTiciating Magis- 
trate that if such impression really exists, it (jan readily be disabused by 
his taking petitions daily, and if necessary, directing his Subardinates 
at Out-stations to do the same. 

7. Mr. Fergussou’s Factory, alluded to in paragraph 17, was tem- 
porarily closed owing to a combination amongst the work-people, but it 
was speedily re-opened again. 

8. With reference to Mr. Bainhridge’s ISili paragraph, I have only 
to remark that I should have been very glad if arrangements could have 
been made for retaining the services of Mr. Deputy Magistrate Man 
at Pubna, but as his successor, Mr. Stewart, has now joined, T am not 
now prepared to recommend it. Mr. Man must proceed to join the 
Aurangabad Sub-Division, where I have thought it necessary to allow 
the Officiating Magistrate of Moorshedabad to employ, as a temporary 
arrangement, the services of Deputy Magistrate Deen Mahomed, from 
the Sudder Station to aid him in disposing of the current duties of the 
Sub-Division, while himself engaged in conducting the special ones 
directed by Government, in connection with the charges of oppression 
which have recently been brought to notice in the Northern part of the 
District. Mr. Robinson has been directed by me to retain the general 
control of the Sub-Division, and to employ the Deputy Magistrate as 
fully as possible in conducting its current duties, and in disposing of 


cases. 
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From A. J. R. Bainbbidge, Esq., Ofi^iating Magistrate o|||||^ubna, to the 
Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, — (No, 419, dated the 23rd 
July I86(t) 

Sir, 

I iiAVJE the hongr to acknowledge the Government letter No. 
3010 of July 11th, with enclosure. 

Tlie remarks in paragraphs 3 and 4 are just. 

1 should have stated the circumstances referred to in paragraph 6 more 
fully. 

1. The renewal of the form was the original ground of dispute. 

When I was on the spot the Manager of the Factory relinquished his 

wish to obtain a renewal, if the Proprietor was unwilling to renew, and 
confined himself to the request that the Partners would settle about his 
Indigo, and not interfere with his farm of the other share. 

2. It was necessary to separate the Indigo dispute from the other, 
which I did. I offered to mediate at the request of the four annas’ Pro- 
prietor— not of the Factory Manager. 

3. I think my consort led him to exert his influence more than he 
otherwise would to settle the Indigo dispute, and that he is disappointed 
that I have not. 

4. My object in sending for the other Partner was to point out to 
both that they could not forcibly oust a Farmer whose legal lease, how- 
ever obtained, had not expired. 

5. I did not, nor, had he come in, did I intend to exert my influence 
to induce them to give what was displeasing to them ; beyond saying 
that, if they could agree on the terras, it would be well to settle a quarrel 
which had already led to so many cases. 

6. I thought an agreement for the remainder of the term of the lease 
of the smaller share probable, if the parties could be confronted. 

7. A translation of paragraph 7 will be communicated to Wasifoor 
deon Khan, Deputy Magistrate. 

8. I have taken steps to prosecute Arman Chokra’s case as directed. 

9. I enclose copies of the proceedings held since my last report. 

10. The number of petitions claiming the standing Indigo and 
praying that it may nqt be forcibly cut are increasing. 

11. The order recorded on the deposition of Boijram Mundlc was 
past on the petition, and in the presence of sonxe 100 Ryots of Manjee- 
parah Factory in the Sadder Station, 
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12. Tha^MfcBa^ram Sheik’s was passed on a petition of a few Ryots 
^rona the Sai^moodiah Concern. A great number of the Hurinarain- 
pore Ryots of the same Concern brought their rents into tlj^Collectorate 
yesterday, praying to have them received in deposit, alleging that no 
receipts were given and that exactions were made on other counts. 

18, Mr. Kenny’s Mookhtear when referred to said he was willing to 
receive the rents and give receipts ; he was directed to do so if he had 
the power. 

14. I observe a change in the temper of the Ryots who come to me ; 
they appear to understand their position better and to be better advised 
or to have more confidence in the authorities, I trust both ; there is less 
clamour, and many of them while complaining of general oppression and 
insufficient pay merely pray to be informed what the orders are as they 
mean to abide by them ; apparently these petitions are put in more for 
information than as definite claims for redress, 

15. I have heard from two quarters that there is a report current that 
petitions against opx^ression on account of Indigo will not be received 
after the 15 th Srabun. 

16. Mr. Harris informs me that he has received petitions from a 
number of Brahmins and the higher class of Ryots in the Hizlabut and 
Nowhatta Concerns x-raying to be allowed to dispose of their Indigo as 
they like, alleging they had their lands cultivated by Bargadars, and that 
they purchased the Seed from Mahajuns on their own account. I have 
not. heard whether this statement was made good or not. I have 
requested Mr. Harris to send me copies of any particular orders he passes. 

17. I enclose a letter from Mr. Fergusson, of Comadpore, which 
exx)lains the temporary closing of one of his Factories. 

18. I should be very glad if Mr. Man could be kept at Puhna ; he 
authorizes me to say that he wishes to stay, if allowed. 


From A. R. Youko, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division,— (No. 4175, dated the 13th 
August i860.) 

SlK, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 3, 
dated the 4th instant, submitting a more detailed explanation from the 
Officiating Magistrate of Pubna, in regard to what was supi>osed to be 
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an undue interference on his part in the matter of the retalH^ of a farm- 
ing lease held by a Planter, which had expired. 

2. In rcH I am desired to state that the ease, under the present 
complete explanation of it, assumes an altered appeai'ance. The Lieute- 
nant-Governor at no time doubted that the Magistrate had intended to 
act for the best ; and if in the first report of the matter the limited 
object he Inid in view had been explained, the Lieutenant ’Governor 
should not have been led to question the discretion of his conduct in the 
affair. 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor approves of the instructions issued by 
you, as reported in the 4 th, 5th and Gth paragraphs of your letter under 
reply. 


From A. B. YotiNO, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Magistrates of Pubna and Moorshedabad,— (No. 4107, dated the 7th 

August 1860.) 

Sxu, 

I AM directed to request that if any actual attempt be made 
anywhere within your jurisdiction wantonly to destroy the Indigo Plant 
now ripe for manufacture, you will cause the Police to prevent such 
destruction, as that can be for no one’s interest, and is very likely to be 
for the injury of Planters who have made advances. 

2, The Lieutenant-Governor does not anticipate tliat now, after cut- 
ting has gone on quietly so long, any Ryots would make such an insane 
and self- injurious movement as the wanton destruction of the still uncut 
crops would be, but as one instance has jiHt come to his knowledge in 
which a Manager has reported to his Principal in Calcutta a case of 
throwing Indigo into the River, the Lieutenant-Governor has thought it 
proper to issue these in8||uctions with a view to preciautionary measures 
being taken by the Police *to prevent wanton destruction of this sort. 

8. This protection of the Plant, I am desired to observe, will not 
interfere with the just settlement of any disi)utes regarding it. 


No. 4108. 

Copy forwarded for the information and guidance of the Officers in charge 
of the Sub-Divisions of Kurreeinpore and Aurangabad, respectively. 
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From A. R. Fsq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to iht' 

Commissioner of the Itiijshahye Division, — (No. 4105, dated the 7th 
August 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to forward to yon six copies of the accompanying 
letter of instructions issued tliis day to the Magistrates of Pubna and 
AToorshedahad, regarding the alleged wanton destruction of tlie Indigo 
Plant now on the ground. 

2. Copies have been forwarded for the information and guidance of 
the Officers in charge of the Suh-Di visions of Kurreemporc and Auruiiga- 
bad. 


From H. M. Peii), Ksq., Commissioner of tbc Pajsbabyo Division, to tlie 
Secr(*tary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. lOCt., dated the lOili 
August 1800.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to submit, for the information of His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, the Reports on the state of 
Indigo cultivation in tbc District of Pubna, for the weeks ending the 
3()th ultimo and 0th instant, and as detailed in the Officiating Magis- 
trate's letters of those dates. Nos. 434 and 45 1 . These Reports may, 
in my opinion, be regarded as generally satisfactory. 

2. It appears from the Report of the 30th July, that the work in 
several Factories had been interrupted, owing to fears alleged to have 
been entertained by the R^^,s that their Indigo was about to be cut by 
force. The Ryots proposed themselves, however, willing to give the 
crop for a fair price. The Magistrate protected them in the possession 
of it, no force was resorted to by the Factories,^d it does not appear 
clear that any was intended to be attempted. 

3. Mr. Soupin lias been punished for two cases of assault on some of 
his Coolies, but the cases do not call for any special notice. 

4. Moulvee Mahomed, Deputy Magistrate, has since returned to the 
Station, and reports that the alleged case of kidnapping alluded to iu 
the Magistrate's 8th paragraph has been most satisfactorily i)roved to be 
a false one, as will be seen on a reference to the 0th and 7th paragraphs 
of the Officiating Magistrate's letter of the Otli instant. 
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5. The manufacturing in the Factories* alluded to in ^J|pV[agistrate's 

9th paragraph was temporarily put a 
others, owing to the causes alluded to 

in my 2nd paragraph. The Factories 
resumed operations, after a brief interval, at the intervention (by the 
request of both parties,) of the Deputy Magistrate, and on the promise 
of the Factory Manager that the Plant was to be paid for in cash, 

6. The cases of assault alluded to in the Magistrate's 2nd para- 

Officiatiijp: Magistrate’s letter of etii graph sirc identical with those alluded 
August, No. 461. paragraph 3 of this letter, 

7 . There has been a second strike among the Coolies, Boatmen, &c,, 
of the Moliunpore Factory, similar in its nature to one previously 
reported upon, but it has been amicably disposed of between the parties 
interested. 

8. The dispute between Mr. Verplocgh and certain Ryots of the 
Manjeeparah Factory, relative to the cutting of the Indigo on the 
Kulwa Chur, has been amicably settled between the parties. The Ryots 
wore afraid that the Planter would carry their crop by force, and per- 
haps not pay them in full for it. Mr. Verplocgh was obliged to make 
some concessions, but what they were is not apparent. 

9. Several petitions were presented to me on the day after my 
arrival here, against the Sonakoonder Concern. Their general drift was 
that the Rice lands of the Ryots had been forcibly sown with Indigo ; 
that their Indigo had been in some instances forcibly cut ; that they 
could not get paid for it; and that they were in fear of having their 
lands forcibly sown with Indigo next October. I informed them that 
their proper course, in regard to the two Mt subjects of complaint, was 
to apply to the Magistrate ; in regard to the third, that their remedy 
was an application to the Civil Court ; and in regard to the fourth, that, 
if force was really atten^^ed, it would be open to them to apply at the 
time to the Magisterial Authorities, who would afford them every neces- 
sary protection. They appeared satisfied, and have not since returned. 

10. The Officiating Magistrate, in the 8th to 11th paragraphs of his 
letter, describes the position of Indigo matters in the Hizlabut Concern, 
of which Mr. Roberts is the Manager. It appears that Mr, Roberts has 
cut the %eliole of the Indigo in the Pubna portion of the Concern ; that 
the opposition which he has met with has been of a very trivial character ; 
and that it does not seem to have sprung up, or at any rate to have been 
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brought to #e notice of the Magisterial Authorities, until just before 
the close of the manufacturing season. 

11. The nature of the misunderstanding existing between the Salga- 
moodiah Concern and its llyots is explained in the 13th to IGth para- 
graphs of the Oflioiating Magistrate’s letter, and that Officer is, in my 
opinion, correct in saying that the difficulty in this Concern has been 
greater than in any other in the District. For several days ray Office 
dias been thronged with Petitioners from tliis Concern ; and, although both 
the Magistrate and myself liavo endeavoured to reason with them, and to 
explain the real state of matters, we have not always succeeded. One of 
their chief grounds of complaint, and apparently the ekiej one, is alleged 
oppression of the Factory Naib. I have told them to bring specific 
charges against him and they will not fail to be enquired into. The 
other main charges are the forcible sowing and cutting of the Plant and 
their not being paid for it. There is also tlie fear of being made to sow 
next year, or rather of their lands being forcibly appropriated for the 
purpose. 1 have instructed these men to the same effect as explained 
above (vide paragraph Q,) in the case of the Sonakoonder Ryots. 

12. About five-eighths to three-fourths of the Indigo has already 
been cut in the Salgamoodiah Factories, and Mr. Hampton, the Manager, 
who is stated to bo most ready to meet the views of the cultivators, has 
expressed his readiness to pay them a fair cash value for the residue, on 
their giving him receipts for the sums so paid, the Indigo to be deliver- 
ed and the money to be paid in the presence of the Deputy Magistrate. 
Many of the Ryots have agreed to these terras, on the recommendation 
of the Magistrate, but others still hold back, in the belief or the pre- 
tended belief, that they wfft not get the money even if they deliver the 
Plant ; that their receipts will be made unfair use of on the pretence of 
their accounts being adjusted ; and that they may also (and this seems 
the greatest ground of distrust,) be made the basis of a fresh claim on 
the part of the Factory nest October. 

13. If these causes of distrust are not removed within the next few 
days there will be no alternative (unless the Planter prosecutes under 
Act XI., which he does not seem to have any intention of doing,) but to 
allow the remaining Plant to rot on the ground. The season will be 
over in a few days. The Magistrate and Deputy Magistrate will, I feel 
assured, do their best to point out to the Ryots that it is for their interest 
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to let the Factory liavc the Plant at a fair cash value. I think they 
may very likely succeed ; hut the distrust on the part of the Ryots 
seems at present so stron;^ that I have some doubt of the result. 


From A. J. U. Bain Bin dcje, Esq., Ofheiating Magistrate of Puhna, to the 
Commissioner of the Uajsha]iyt‘ Division, — (No. 434, dated the 30th 
July ISOO.) 

Si 11, 

1 HAVE the honor to ro]>oit the District quiet. 

2. Several Factories arc not working freely, but there appears to bo 
no disposition to create a diRturbanee. Several petitions liave been filed 
to the eHect that flui Factories were about to cut by force the com- 
plainants’ crop on lands forcibly sown over and above their Khatas, and 
jiraying for protection. 

3. I have taken the depositions of the Petitioners on oatli. 

1. They have invariably ])rofcsscd their willingness to give the crop 
if fairly paid, but alleged that the Factory would take it by force and 
pay nothing or next to nothing, and that any opposition offered on their 
part would result in a breach of the peace. 

f). The Factory Mookhtoars in these cases raised no claim to the land, 
mei’oly asking whether the deponents held Khatas, and hud sown Se(M 
received from the Factory or not. 

6. Under these circumstances, as the Ryots appeared to be the un- 
disputed possessors of the land, I deputed the Police to the spot, with 
directions to prevent any one cutting the complainants’ crop by force, 
and to report immediately if any one else claimed it. 

7. I enclose a letter from Mr. Soupin, which will give the informa- 
tion you called for regarding his prices. He was fined this week in two 
cases of assault at the suit of some of his Coolies, 

8. I have deputed INToulvee Mahomed to ascertain the facts of the 
Nazirgunge case. There is every reason to believe it groundless. The 
Darogah was not transferred as a punishment. 

9. Wasifoodeen Khan is still at lliirinarainpore. His last report 
which 1 enclose shews that the Factories rt?ported closed are again 
working with some difliculty. 
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From A. J. B, Batnbrtboe, P^sq., Oftieiating Magistrate of Piibna, to tlio 
Commissioner of the Kajshahye Division, — (No. 451, dated the 6th 
August 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to report the state of tlic Distriet daring the 
past week on the whole satisfaetory. 

2. In the three cases of assault brought against Mr. Soiipin, of 
Damoodia, he was convicted and fined in two, the third was compromised 
yesterday. 

3. The Police have reported the last strike at Mohimgunge, in the 
Comidpore Concern, settled. 

4. The Manjiparah Concern has also come to some arrangement for 
cutting the crop on Chur Nulida. In the early part of the week there 
were a great many petitions from this quarter of the nature described 
in my last Report. 

5. Mr. Landale, of Sonakhola, in tlic Messrs. Watson^s Concern, 
came in to eomj)lain against- certain Talookdars, wlio had intimidated 
his Ryots and Laborers, hitlierto working np to date as usual, into 
striking. A copy of the order passed is submitted. A party of the Ryots 
from the same Concern also appeared subsequently. Owing to your 
arrival these men have, T believe, petitioned you instead of me. 

6. The Deputy Magistrate, Moulvee Mahomed, deputed in the Na- 
zirgungc case, luis succeeded in tracing ami securing the man alleged to 
have been kidnapped. 

7. It is quite clear that, up to the time of his arrest, lie was in the 
custody and chiefly in the house of Kallie Dhobie, who instigated and 
prosecuted the complaint. Sufficient evidence has been obtained to 
prosecute the complainants for conspiracy. 

8. With reference to the complaint of Mr. Roberts^ Hizlabut Concern 
and the demi-official correspondence thereon, copies of which were for- 
warded to me, I have to observe that Mr, Roberts has not addressed me 
or complained in any way of any slackness in dealing with his complaints. 

9. On the 25th of July, Mr. Harris reported that lie had complained 
against two parties in Village Azenil for intimidation, one of whom had 
been arrested. Beyond this he has instituted no complaints that I am 
aware of, though several cases were brought against him. 1 enclose 
Mr. Harris^ letter and also Mr. Roberts’. 
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10. Sericole is a Concern in Magoorali, Jessore. Some of the Out- 
Factories are within this District. I understand the Manager is subor* 
dinate to Mr. Roberts. 

11. The greater part of the crop in Hizlabut and Sericole has been 
gap in. I think Mr. Roberts^ appeal to Government made rather with 
a hope of getting a strong order passed on the Magistrate, is prospective, 
than from the emergency of the case at the time of his application. 

12. The correspondence has been forwarded to Mr, Harris, 

13. Wasifoodeen Khan is still on deputation at Ilurinarainpore. 
The difficulty is more felt there than elsewhere, and his, duty has been 
very trying. He however came into the Station yesterday, and reported 
ten annas of the crop cut. 

I t. The Ryots shew an unreasonable spirit ; their demand is cash 
for tlie Plant before it is cut. Mr. Hampton agreed, if they would give 
an Howlutnama, or consent to settle debit and credit accounts afterwards 
according to the Factory Books. To this they demurred. Subsequently 
the Manager agreed to pay cash on a simple receipt, which in fact was 
their demand ; still they refuse to work kindly, sometimes agreeing to 
take the money and again declining. I have recommended Mr. Hampton 
to produce his contracts and prosecute, but he prefers not, if it can bo 
avoided. 

15. The cultivators also have, on several occasions, demanded that 
their contracts be ordered to be produced within one day or so, declaring 
their willingness to abide the result, 

16. It seems doubtful whether contracts wliich would stand trial 
exist in the majority of cases. The Deputy Magistrate therefore can do 
nothing beyond keeping the peace and endeavouring to effect au 
arrangement. 


No. 4258. 

Copy forwarded to the Government of India, in the Home De- 
partment, for information ; in continuation of Endorsement No. 4193, 
dated 11th instant. 

By Order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 

A. Monev, 

Fort Willi.vm, ^ 0^. Secy, to the Government of Bengal. 

The Ihth August 1800. j 
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From A. Monet, Esq., c. b., Officiating Secretary to the Governnieni of 
Bengal, to the Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, — (No. 42*1*0, 
date the 15th August 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 19, 
dated tho 10th instant, submitting Reports from the Officiating Magis- 
trate of Pubna on the state of alfairs connected with the Indigo excite- 
ment in that District, for the weeks ending tlie 30th ultimo and 
6th instant. 

2. Tlie Lieutenant-Governor considers these Reports to be satisfac- 
tory, and approves of your proceedings, as well as of those of the Officiat- 
ing Magistrate, in regard to the disputes between the Planters and 
Ryots, relative to the cutting and delivery of the Plant now ripe for 
manufacture. 


From H. M. Reid, Esq., Commissioner of the Rajsliahyo Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 33Ct., dated the 23rd 
August 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to forward herewith copy of a letter from 
the Officiating Magistrate of Pubna, No. 460, of the ISili instant, re- 
porting the state of his District, as regards Indigo matters, up to that 
date. 

2. The District had remained quiet, and most cf the Factories on the 
left bank of the Pudal\ had completed their manufacturing, having 
secured a lirst-rate crop with little loss. There had been no disposition 
shown on the part of the Ryots to destroy the Indigo crop, or forcibly 
to resist its being cut, and, on the other hand, no violence had been 
resorted to by any of the Factories to secure their cro^is. 

3. Much difficulty had been continued to be experienced in the 
Salgamoodiah Concern, owing to the Manager having hesitated to pay 
the Ryots for tho Plant on the ground, according to the terms demand- 
ed by them, viz,^ a cash value in full without deductions. This matter 
is fully explained in the Officiating Magistrate's letter, and in the letter 
which he wrote with my approval to Mr. Hampton on the 9tU instant, 
copy of which is annexed. If the Factory require the Plant, and are not 
prepared to sue the Ryot for it under the Act, I can see no reason what- 
ever why they should object to take it, and pay for it in cash, in the 
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manner explained by Mr. Baiiibridgc, wliicli appears to be fair to both 
])artics. 

4. The anticipated disturbance alluded to in the Officiating Magis- 
trate’s 8th paragraph appears to have had its origin in five of the servants 
of Mr. lloberts^ of Ilizlabut^ having been arrested in the Magoorah Sub- 
Division, on a charge of having plundered a house. There were no signs 
of disturbance, and the case of alleged plunder, which appears to have 
occurred in Magoorah, was correctly left by the Assistant Magistrate of 
Comercolly in the hands of the Magoorah Police. 

5. The communications of Messrs, lloberts and Macleod alluded to 
in the Officiating Magistrate/s 10th to 12th paragraphs have not yet 
reached me. When they do so, they shall be forwai'ded, should it seem 
necessary, for the informatijn of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 

G. The purport of the Petitions presented by the Ryots is explained 
in the Magistrate’s 13tli to 15th paragraphs. Many similar Petitions 
were presented to me during my late visit to Piibna. I think the 
object of them is probably tliat mentioned in Mr. Baiubridge’s 14th 
})arugraph, and I have intimated to that Officer my approval of the 
advice given to the Ryots as explained in his 15th paragraph, and of the 
orders passed on their Petitions as recited in his IGth paragraph. 

Prom A. J. R. BAiNiuiinan, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Piilma, to the 
Commissioner of the Rajshahyc Division,-— (No. 460, dated the Idtli 
August 1860.) 

SiK, 

1 HAVE the honor to report that tlio District continues quiet. 

2. The Factories on tins side the Ganges have completed or nearly 
completed their manufacture, and got in a first-rate crop with little loss. 

3. No disposition to resist tlie Plants being vwi, or destroy it by force, 
has been displayed during tlic week by tlie Ryots. 

4. The Factories have in no instance resorted to violence to secure 
their crop. 

5. Manufacturing continues in Safgamoodiah with difficulty. Tlie 
Deputy Magistrate Wasifoodeen is still there with the Military Police. 

G. The Factory do not sue for specific performance. 

7. The Ryots demand cash for the Plant without deductions, and 
will recognize no claim to make deductions. They declare the Factory 
may cut the Plant, and leave them to sue in the Civil Court. 
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8. On the 5111 Mr. Harris was ohlii^ed to ^’o to llizlnbut ns the 
Police reported a disturbance probable. He found no reason lo comdude 
that men were assembling on cither side. Five Factory servants had 
been seized, and Nvere in custody of a Ma^oorah Buikundauz, charged 
with attempt to plunder a house in the Jessorc line. The case Avas made 
over to the Jessorc Authorities and Mr. Harris returned, leaviu<^ the 
Police on the spot until further orders. 

0. Both Byots and Planters have begun to look to and agitate for 
next season rather than the present crop. 

10. Mr. Roberts has addressed Mr. Harris at length. He admits 
having secured liis crop with little loss, Imt cousidiu’s it his duly to l)ring 
the state ot‘ the country and of the minds of the Hyots to the attention 
of Government. His original letter shall I>e forwarded as soon as reeeived 
from Mr. Harris. 

11. Mr. Maeleod, of Messr‘<. Waisoii & Co., came in to-day; you will 
shortly receive aii English Petition from him. He has secured his crop 
with the exception of about forty maunds whieli lie is likely to 
lose, 

1'^. The pith of both these gent lcmcu^s eommuni(*ations is that the 
Byots are combining agaius-t European onterpiize; llmt intimidation is 
being used to make the eoiiibiiiation universal ; that the roads aie shut 
to their servants, wdioare notallow'ed to approach tlie Villag(‘s, are inti- 
midated into leaving their service, and in some cases assaulted, of whieli 
they dare not complain, and cannot prove if they did. TI)(' (>l)jeet is to 
get a strong order [)assed upon the Executive wdiieli at present it is said 
encourages the Byots. 

13. The Byots file numerous Petitions to the elleet that the Factories 
are securing Lattials and are about to seize them to break uj) tlie stumps 
of the past crop, and renew their engagements. 

11. These are all feelers, and not made with any object at present 
except to see the order, and tfjw record a protest against next October. 

15, Most of these Petitions are merely lileJ. 1 endeavour to impress 
on the givers the imprudence and impolicy of resorting to force. 

16. When these persons are seized on their lands about to be sown, 
they can apply to me ; if their lands are sown forclldy in spite of their 
protest, they can obtain redress under Act IV. The majority declare 
this to be their intention, saying they intend to sec if the Magistrates 
will and can protect them, if not tiny will leave the country. 
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17, In my nexi KopoH, which I trust will close the season^ I will 
write my opinion of the prospects of next season. 


From A. J. E. BAiNTjniDon, Esq., Olliciatmj:^ Magistrate of Puhna, to J. P, 

llAAfCTON, Esq,, Salgamoodiah, — (No. 157, dated the Otli August 1800.) 

SiK, 

In r(*gaul to the remainder of your crop upon the ground and 
the diffieully of cutting it, it would appear from the Deputy Alagis- 
Irate’s reports and the statements of the llyots here, that their demand 
is cash for the Plant without deductions. 

2. Your Nail) will not forego deductions for old halances. 

If you want the Crop I would really advise your conceding the 
demands. 

4. The debit and credit between you can be settled hereafter in the 
proper Court. 

5. If the llyots refuse to give receipts, they will not object to the 
payments being made in the presence of the Dei)uty Magistrate, or to 
a list containing the names of the recipients and the amount paid being 
made at the time of pjiy merit. The Deputy Magistrate could not object 
to attest the correctness of a list made in his presence, and a list so 
aulKenticatcJ would prove the payment, which I imagine is all you 
want. 
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From A. E. Yowo, Esq., Secretary to tlic Government of Bengal, to the 
Magistrate of Furrcedporc, — (No. dl27, dated the Sth August 18GO.) 

Sir, 

The Manager of the Paekaclauga liidigo Concern having com- 
plained to the Owners in Calcutta of the wanton destruction of the 
Indigo Plant in that portion of the Concern which is situated in the 
Furreedporc District, and mention having been made in one of the 
Manager^s letters of large heaps of the Plant, which had been cut and 
thrown away, having been shewn to the Police by wliom it was brought 
to your notice, I am directed to re(j[ucst that you will report the facts as 
soon as possible, for the Lieutenant-Governor’s information. 

2. I am at the same time desired to forward for your information 
and guidance the accompanying copy of a letter of instructions on the 
subject of the destruction of Indigo crops, whicli has been issued 
to the Magistrates of the Indigo Districts in the Nuddea and Rajshahyc 
Divisions. 


No. 1128. 

Copy forwarded to the Commi.ssioner of Dacca for information. 


From L. E. Tottenham, Esq., Magistrate of Furroedj^orc, to the Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 276, dated the 13th August 1860.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter No. 4127, dated Sth August, I have 
the honor to report, for the information of the Lieutenant-Governor, 
that, on the 24th July, my predecessor was informed, through a Police 
Report, that some Indigo Plant had been shewn to the Naib Darogah of 
Gopeenathpore Pharee lying amongst some jungle, where it had appa- 
rently been thrown away by the Ryots of the Concern referred to. 

The Naib Darogah saw only a small quantity of the Plant ; but he 
reports that the Factory people told him that there bad been a large 
quantity removed by the Ryots before his (the Naib Darogah’ s) arrival 
ou the spot, 
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2. On receipt of tins report my predecesj^or ordered an immediate 
investigation by the Police, l)ut in the meantime the Naib Darogah had 
set out to the investigation of a case of murder, and was thorcforc unable 
to proceed at once with the Indigo case. On tlie 8rd of August a Peti- 
tion was presented to me on the part of the Factory regarding the same 
matter ; and, as it appeared that there would prohahly be some delay 
before tlie Nail) Darogah would be at lii^crty to enquire int o this affair, 
I ordered the Petitioner to suhpeena his witnesses, and bring the case at 
once into my Court. Up to this time nothing further has hcon done. 
There appears no reason to doubt the fact that a quantity of Indigo was 
actually cut and thrown away with a view to injure tlie Planter. 

3. I should bo glad to liave instructions from Government as to 
whether Act XI. of tliis year should bo apjdied to such a case when 
proved, with a view to give the Planter damages for the loss sustaiiieil 
by him. 


From A. Money, Esq., c, n., Olficiating Secretary to the Ooveruinont of 
Tleugal, to the Magistrate of Furrccd]>ore, — (No. 4511, dated the 20th 
August 1800.) 

SlK, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
270, dated the 13th instant, reporting that a complaint had been made 
to the Police of some Indigo Plant having been cut and thrown away by 
the Ilyots of the Puckadanga Concern, and solijj|iting Instruetions as to 
whether Act XI. of #1800 should he apjdied to such a case wlicu proved, 
with a view to give the Planter damages for the loss sustained by him. 

2. In reply I am desired to refer you to the Act itself, the provi- 
sions of which, if studied, can hardly be mistaken, and must in all cases 
to which it relates he strictly observed. On a careful perusal of the Act 
you will not fail to distinguish between the Civil and Penal Clauses. 


No. 4512. 

Cory of the above, and of the one to which it is a reply, forwarded 
for the information of the Government of India, in the Home Depart- 
ment, in continuation of letter No. 41 20, dated the 8th instant. 
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From T. Kingsley, Esq., Seovclary to 11 k‘ Indigo Planters’ As.soeiatioii, io 
A. li. VoiTNO, Ksq., Seerelary to the (lovc'rnnn'iit ot Uengal, — (dated 
the 7th August 18G0.) 

Sili, 

I AM (lircetcd hy the Central Comnilttee of ilie Indigo Plan- 
ters’ Association to beg that you will draw the attention of II is Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor to paragra])h t of Mr. Commissioner Lushing- 
ton’s letter to your address, No. 198, of the .^ZTtli July. 

2. Ill that paragraph Mr. Lushington says: With regard to Mr. 
Alolony’s remarhvS regarding the cultivation of Indigo for S(hh 1, my own 
impression is that the cultivators thoroughly understanding tlie signs of 
the times have deiorinined iu)t to cultivate ii crop for ivhieh there will 
certainly l)e a very reduced demand, &c., &c.” 

d. The Committee res])octfnlly protest against tlic expression, in 
^llicial coiTOspondence, of such opinions in the prcsiuit state of adairs, 
as prejudging tlie (pieslion and likely to iuerease e?vi'-iting dilliculties. 

4. The (Committee feel the more warranted in doing so, inasmuch as 
this stat/Cment of Mr. liusliington ailbrds another instance of how little 
he and other Government OlUeials know of the Indigo Planting business. 

5. Tlie Indigo Seed Lower Bengal is highly valued, as producing 
a more bushy and more hardy Plant, and yielding a *^reater (piantity of 
Leaf than that from Up-country Seed, hut it is of slower growth and 
therefore only suited to land out of reach of inundation. 

In addition, therefore, to its being us(‘d on ]>igli lands in Lower Bengal, 
it is eagerly sought after to sow in many Disti icts, sucli as Burdwan, 
Riingpore, Bhaugulpore, Tirhoot, and even Benaies, tliongli its higli 
price lately has prevented its being used generally in these Districts for 
some seasons. 

6. Even therefore, if the cultivation of Indigo for nininficfiirc 
should iinha[>pily be reduced in Lower Bengal, tliere will still he a 
fair demand for the Seed from the Plant ; and, as stated in the evidence 
given to the Indigo Commission, and also by Mr. Molony, on this 
point, in which opinion the Committee concur, there is an inllucncc at 
work to put down Indigo in any shape, which will be cncournged and 
increased by such expressions as those used by Mr. Lushington, 
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From A. R. younro, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Secretary to the Indigo Planters’ Association. — INo. 4151, dated the 
9th August 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 7th instant, conveying the ohjeetions taken by the Central Commit- 
tee of the Indigo Planters’ Association to a remark contained in the 4th 
paragraph of Mr, Lushington’s letter to Government, No. 198, dated the 
27 th ultimo. 

2. The Central Committee will observe that the Officiating Commis- 
sioner recommends Local OlFiccrs to contradict by personal verbal de- 
nials of its truth, whenever occasion retpiires, the foolish rumour 
reported to be afloat amongst Ryots in Jessorc, namely that Govern- 
ment has prohibited the cultivation of Indigo Seed under a penalty. 
This appears to the Lieutenant-Governor to be the best and indeed 
the only pi*actical way of meeting such false and absurd rumours as 
they arise. 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor is sure that Mr. Lushington, in ex- 
pressing his opinion as to the motives from which such reports wer^ 
spread, had not the most remote inteniiou of increasing existing diffi- 
culti(5Sa The INtagistraio had attributed the rumour to one conjectural 
cause; and the Commissioner, diflering from that view, and attributing 
the rumour to another cause, tliought it right to convey to Govern- 
ment his own conjecture as well as that of the Magistmte. There seems 
to he no evidcnceWin support of either view. A copy of your letter 
will be sent for Mr, Lushiiigtoii’s information. 

4. The Lieutenant-Governor trusts that there is no ground to fear 
that any rumour, with wdiatcver object, or by whomsoever set afloat, 
will make any permanent impression whicli assumes the possibility of 
Government interference Avith the free cultivation of Indigo for any 
purpose. 


No. 4152. 

Copy of the above, and of the one to which it is a reply, forwarded 
to the Officiating Commissioner of Niiddea for information. 
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From T. Kingsley, Esq., Secretary to the Indigo Planters’ Association, to 
A. It. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government ot Bengal, (dated 
the 27th April ISCO.) 

Sill, 

I AM directed by the Central Committee of the Indigo 
Planters’ Association to enquire, with reference to the preamlde of the 
Bill to enforce the fulfilment of Indigo contracts, whether any pre- 
liminary steps have yet been taken by tlie Lieutenant-Governor in 
regard to the appointment of a Commission for the jiurpose indicated 
in the preamble ; and, if not, to bl^ that you will have tlic goodness to 
I'cquest His Honor to I’avor the Committee with inlormation as to what 
his intentions are both as to the exact time at which a Commission is to 
be appointed and its pro])osed constitution. 

2. I need not point out how deeply interested the Members of the 
Association are in the measures which may be taken by the Local 
Government in pursuance of the notice given; and I therefore venture 
to express a hope that the Lieutenant-Governor will have the kindness 
to give the Association as early notice as possible of Ilis Honor’s inten- 
tion in regard to the Commission. 


From A. H. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to tlie 
Secretary to the Indigo Planters’ Association, — (Ko. 2103, dated the 
30th April I860.; 

Sill, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 27tli instant, and in reply to state that the Indigo Planters 
Association may rest assured that the appointment of the Commission, 
provided for in Act XI. of 1 SCO, will not be delayed a day after the time 
arrives when the enquiry can he commenced with safety \o the Planters 
in those places where the question of sowing is not yet practically 
settled one way or the other. According to the information received by 
the Lieutenant-Governor, that time will not arrive until after the 
middle of next month. A Commission of Enquiry, to report before the 
next sowing season commences, has been formally promised to the 
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llyois ; and all jiaviics iiiieresicd may feel Haiisfied tUai ibis promise will 
be kopiu 

As regards preliminary arran^emontSj the Lieutenant-Governor desires 
me to say that none remain unmade whieli will not bo com])leted beforo 
the proper time comes for constituting the Commission. And as to the 
constitution of the Commission, the Lientenant- Govcrnor^s ohjeet is so 
to constitute it that its lit ness fairly to gather, record, discuss, and report 
upon the material evidence on all sides will be generally admitted. 


From A. II. Yocno, Esq., Senvinry to the Governuient of Bengal, to tlie 
StMMvtary to the Indigo IMaiiters’ Association, — (No. 2118, dated the 
2iia May ISOO.) 

Sllf, 

I Alii desired by tlic Lieutenant-Governor to request that the 
Indigo Planters’ Association will do him t'ne favor to naine a Planter 
wlio is willing to sit on the Commission of Eiujulry to l)o eonstituted 
under Act XI. of iSbO. If they will do this, the Lientenant-Governor 
will have much pleasure in a])pointiug their Nominee to be a Member of 
the Commission, which will consist ol'live Members. 


From A. 11. Youxo, Esq., Secretary to the Oovenmuait of Bengal, to the 
Honorary SecTolary to the British Indian i\ssocialion, — (Xo. 2119, dated 
the 2nd May 1800.) 

Siiq 

I AM desired by the Lieutenant-Governor to request that the 
British Indian Association will do him the favor to name a Native 
Gentleman who is willing to sit on the (Y>nynissi()ii of Enquiry to he 
coiivStltuted under Act XI. of 1800. If tliey will do this, the Lieiiteiiaut- 
Govornor will have much plcasnni in a])poiuting tlicir Nominee to be a 
Member of the Commission, whicli Mill consist of live Members. 


From A. B. You&o, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Secretary to the Goveriiiiient of Indiar, Home Department, — (No. 2222, 
dated the 5th May 1800.) 

Sill, 

In conformity with the provision of Section XIT., Act XI. of 
1800, the Lieuiciiant'GoYcrnor desires now to make arrangements for 
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n[^|)()iulin^ a for llio purpose of eiujuiriiip^ iuio aiul report- 

ini^ oil tlic Rystciii jukI jiraetico of ludi <»'0 Plant iiii^ in Boii^'al, and ilio 
relations between the Indigo Planters and the Ryots and holders of land 
ill Renj^al. As these a rran icemen ts involve some outlay^ I am directed 
to state them for the inibnnation of the lloiPble tlie President, 
in Council, with a rerpicsi that the proposed expendiimv may bo 
sanctioned. 

Ji, The Lieutenant -Ciovornor propo‘-e“^ to appoint live Memliersof the 
Committee, of whom Mr, Selon-lvarr, of the Civil S(‘rvi(*(*, will be one, and 
President of the Committee ; Air. Temple, of the CJivil Ser\io(‘, has also 
l)een nominated by the Lieutenant-Covernor ; and the Rev. J. Sale, a 
^Missionary, ivho lias (‘onsent('d to art, and will rc'iuv'^eut the interests of 
the Ryots in the Committee. The other two Members will be Nominees 
of the Tndiejo Planter^’ Association and the Britisli fridian Society 
res])ecti\eiy, if these Societies will comply with the request of the 
Lieutenant-Goieriior that they should nominate persons wnllin^ to servo 
on the Committee. 

While the ('’ornmittee is the time of tlie ^Menilxu’s w^ill bo 

fully oeeupied wdtii its business, and it is not tv) be CKpeeted that the 
Non-Oifieial Arembers wRl be pre])ared to give up a large' portion of 
their time to this eiujuiry without some remnneiation ; nor must 
any of the Members be pul to expense in ])ro^eeiiting tbi-; emjuiry. 

t. The Lieutenant -(invernv)r proposes, tlierefore, to allow to each of 
tlio Noii-onieial Members Rnp^‘es It) per diem, to eover bis ordinary 
expenses, while the Committee i.'> sitting in Cahaitta or elsewliere; and 
in addition t(; this, to defray the actual travelling expenses of all tlic 
]\leml)ers (except Mr. Seioii-Karr,) when aljsent from (Vleutta on 
))iisine&s connected with the Emjuiry on which the Committee is 
engaged. 

5. To Mr. Seton-Karr, who, but for IiL sele(*tion to 1)0 President of 
this Committee, would have been appointed Ollieiatiiig Commissioner of 
Chittagong, which ajjpointmeut has just fallen vacant, the Lieutenant- 
Governor proposes to assign the pay and allowances which he would 
liave received in that ai)pointmeat, and wdii(*li include travelling 
allowance. 

6, A small Establishment will be required by the Committee, tlic 
scale of which had better be fixed by the Committee thcmselvcS; and 
will be hereafter repo^'led 
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7. OflPice accommodation can he provided for the Committee in a 
House in Kyd Street, lately occupied hy the Chief Engineer, whose 
Establishment has been transferred to this Office. 


From A. R. TouKa, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, Financial Department, — (No. 2209, 
dated the 5th May 1800.) 

SlK, 

I AM directed to solicit the permission of the Hon^ble the 
President in Councifto the nomination of Mr. R. Temple, Chief Com- 
missioner of Currency and Chief Assistant to the Financial Member of 
Council, for special service, to be a Member of a Committee which the 
Lieutenant-Governor is about to appoint under Section XIT., Act XI. 
of 1860, for the purpose of enquiring into and reporting on the system 
and practice of Indigo Planting in Bengal, and the relations between 
the Indigo Planter and the Ryots and holders of land in Bengal 
aforesaid. 


From C. II. Lusuixotot^, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, 
Financial Department, — (No. 3699, dated the 7th May 1860.) 

The Ilon’blo the President in Council has no objection to tlie norai- 
mation of Mr. Temple to be a Member of the proposed Committee. 

OiiDEiiED, that a copy of the above he sent to the Government of 
Bengal for information. 

Ordered also, that a copy of the above he sent to Mr. Temple for 
information. 


From T. Kikgsley, Esq., Secretary to the Indigo Planters’ Association, to 
A. R. You:sg, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (dated 
the 5th May 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Central Committee of the Indigo 
Planters’ Association to acknowled^ the receipt of your letter of the 
2nd instant, No. 2118, requesting the Committee to name an Indigo 
Planter with the view to his being appointed a Member of the proposed 
Commission of Enquiry, and in reply I beg to state that no Planter of 
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snirjcicnt stamliT)^ and oxpcrienco beinj> available at tins season of 
tlio 3 ^ear, and in the present state of the Iiidij^o Districts, for service 
on the Commission, the Committee have desired me to put forward 
tnc name of Mr. W. F, Fergusson, (a genthmiari whose great experience 
and knowledge of the subject of the proposed Enquiry eminently fit 
him, in the opinion of the Committee, for the office), and to request 
that the Lieiitenaut-Governor will have the goodness to nominate him 
a Memlnir of the Commission. 

Tlie CommittiM3 have no hesitation in submii,ting the above 
recommendation, because they are convinced f bat flie Lieiiteiiant-Gover- 
noFs desire is only that the whole body of Planters should be fittingly 
represented. 


From Baiioo Tssra CjttjXdeu Stxcjit, Ibrnorary Secretary to the Britisli In- 
dian Association, to A. R, YonstJ, Esq., Secrciaiy to the GovermiiGiit 
of Bengal, — (dated the lOili May 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor, by direction of ihe Committee of the 
British Indian Association, to acknowledge the re(*.cipt of your letter of 
the 2nd current, requesting tlm Association to name a Native Gentle- 
man who is willing to sit on the Commission of Enquiiy to be consti- 
tuted under A(tt XI, of 

In reply the Committee desire me to inform you that they propose 
Baboo Chuiulcr Mohun Chatterjea, formerly a Deputy Magistrate of 
Moorsliedabad, as the Nomiuee of the Association, for tlie proposed 
Indigo Commission, and they will feel thankful by your moving Mis 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor 1o givceflect to the proposal. 

The Committee re(piost yon will do them the favor to convey to Ilis 
Honor the acknowledgments of the British Indian Association for the 
courtesy he has ediihited towards the Society, and the care he has 
faken for tlie proper composition of the Commission, 


From A. B. Y^ouxo, Esq,, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
W. S. Seton-Kabe, Esq., c. s.,— (No. 2313, dated the 10th May 1860.) 


Sib, 

I AM directed to inform you that, under the provisions of 
Section XII., Act XI. of 1860, the Lieutenant-Governor has appointed 
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you to be President of the Commission to enquire into and report on the 
system and practice of Indig-o Planting, and the relations between the 
Indigo Planter and the Ryots and holders of land in Bengal. The 
other Members of the Commission are Mr. R. Temple, of the Civil 
Service, Mr. W. P. Fergusson, the Rev. Mr. J. Sale, and Baboo 
Chunder Mohun Chat ter jea. 

2. Office accommodation for the Commission has been provided at 
No. 18, Kyd Street, in the Building recently vacated by the Office of 
the Chic! Engineer, Lower Provinces. 


From A. R. You^ra, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
R. Temple, Esq., c. s. ; W. F. Fekgusson, Esq. ; Baeoo CniiKBEn 
IVloinjN Ciiatteejea, and Rev. J. Sale, — (Nos. 2e3Il<-47, dated the 
10th May 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to inform you that, under the provisions of Sec- 
tion XII., Act XI. of 1860, the Lieutenant-Governor has appointed you 
Commissioners to enquire into and report on the system and practice 
of Indigo Planting, and the relations between the Indigo l^lantcr and 
the Ryots and holders of land in Bengal. Mr. W. S. Seton-Karr, of 
the Civil Service, has been appointed President of the Commission of 
which you are Members. 

2. Office accommodation for the Commission has been provided at 
No. 13, Kyd Street, in the Building recently occupied by the Office of 
the Chief Engineer, Lower Provinces. 


From A. R. Yoitkg, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Chief Engineer, Lower Provinces,— (No. 2265, dated the 9th May 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to request that you 
will be so good as to make over the Building in Kyd Street, recently 
vacated by your Office, for the accommodation of the Office of the 
Inspector-General of Jails, Lower Provinces, and of the Committee 
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appointed under Section Xlf., Act XI. of 18(50^ to ?H?JuTre into and 
report u])on the system and practice of Indigo Planting in Bengal. 


No. 22G6. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Inspector-General of Jailsj 
Lower Provinces. 


No. 2e3Gk 

Copy forwarded for the information of W. S. Seton-Karr, Esq., 
President of the Committee of Enquiry. 


From A. P. Yon^o, Ehq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to W. S. 
Seton-K\uk, Eh(^, President of tlie Comniitiee to enquire into and 
rei)ort on the system and praetiec of Indigo Planting, and the relations 
between lT\<ligo Planter and the Ilyots and holders of laud in Bengal,- » 
(No. 23G5, dated the 11th Ma^ 18G0.) 

SlU, 

I AM directed to forward herewith, for the use of the CommiL- 
ice, six copicK of Selections from the Records of the Government of 
Bengal, No. 33, Parts L and II., containing papers relating to Indigo 
cultivation in Bengal. 

2. A perusal of these papers will explain to the Committee the 
circumstances which have led to the appointment of a Comrai'^sion of 
Enquiry. It will be seen that, for some years past, tlie disputes whicli 
have arisen between Planters and Ryots.lt tlio season for sow tng the 
Indigo crop have been watched with anxiety by Government. Tn the 
present year, as the sowing time approached, a more determined obj(*clion 
to Indigo cultivation than ever was suddenly manifested by the Ryots 
of some Districts. An intention to repudiate agreements to cultivato 
Indigo, which had been lately entered into in the usual manner, and on 
the usual terms, was reported to be spreading amongst them ; and to 
such an extent was this feeling supposed to prevail, as to threaten a 
sudden and great commercial calamity. 

3. To avoid this calamity a Bill of a temporary nature was proposed 
to the Legislative Council, for the purpose of enforcing summarily the 
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fulfilmctit of Indigo contracts in the current season, pending a Com^ 
missioji of Enquiry, which was promised at the close ot the season. 

4. In the Act,* as passed, the appointment of the proposed Com- 

•No. XI. of 1800, Sections XII. to XVIII. provided for, tlie 

ohjecls of the Enquiry are explained, 
and am])le powers are given to the Commissioners for the purpose of 
ohtaiiiing all the evidence necessary. 

5. The printed Selections now forwarded contain all correspondence 

of interest, recorded in the Office of the Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, ])earing on the subject of Indigo cultivation from 1 8.^)4 to 
the 1st May 185^), and everything whatever hearing on the same subject 
on record bclw(‘cn the latter dale and the 1st May LSGO. All further 
])apers whicli have bceii since received and recorded, or may hereafter 
1)0 received on the same subject, will be furnished for the information of 
the Committee and any assistance vvhieli it may be in the power of the 
Lieutenant*Oovcrnor, or of the Officers subordinate to him, 1o render 
to the Commissioners in the course of their enquiry, will be promptly 
afforded. ** 

0, It is hardly perhaps necessary that the Lieutenant-Governor 
should point out the desiiability of your Committee bringing their 
enquiry to a close, and reporting its results in time to admit of a 
resolution on the subject being come to by the Executive Government ; 
and of a Bill being passed through the Legislative Council before the 
commencement of next sowing season, if permanent legislation on the 
subject should be considered to be necessary. 


Prom W. Gkey, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, in the Home 
Department, to A. R. Youno, Esq., Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal,-- (No. 899, dated the 12th May 18G0.) 

Sill, 

I AM directed to acknowdedge the receipt of your letter No. 
2222, dated the 5th instant, and in reply to state that the President in 
Council is pleased to approve of the arrangements proposed by the 
HonT)le the Lieutenant-Governor in connection with the appointment 
of a Commission of Enquiry under Act XI. of 18C0, 
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t^roin A. ft. Yor^^“;, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to W. 
S. Sktok-Kaih?, Esq., President of the Commission to enquire into the 
system of Indigo I'lanting in Bengal, — (No. 2525, dated the IGtli 
May 18G0.) 

Sill, 

I AM directed to forward, fur the information of your Com- 
mittee, a copy of the correspondence with the Government of India, 
f ^ Cl . X n X r Tf .V noted ill the mar <rin, relative 

to Som'tary to (Toverniiiotil of India, Home tj ^ 

l)e))iirtnu id, No. dated the 5th May IbdO. |q allowances wllicll tllO 

Letter fiom S‘-evetary to ( rovernmeiii oi India, 

Home Department, No. bthh <-latt4 the i2iii May I860, Members of the Commission 

will be entitled to draw while engaged in carrying out their enquiry, 

2. You will liave the goodness to submit, as soon as convenient, a 

Tabular Statement of the Establishment which will l>e required by the 

Committee. 


From A. 11. Yoriva, Esq,, Si‘erotary to the Oovernment of Bengal, to the 
Ollieiating Civil Auditor, — (No. 2528, dated the IGtli May 18G0.) 

Sill, 

I AM directed to forward, for your information, a copy of the 

correspondence with the Govern- 
LetterioRm^tarytothP (J^ indhi, of India, noted ill the mai*- 

Hoino Ih'pavtnu'nt, No. 222:3, dull'd tiio 5tli May ^ 

r. X f relative to the allowances to 

Letter Ironi Spcivtuiy to tlic Dovornmont ol 

Tndin, Honuj Dopavlment, No. 800, dated the I2th bc druwil by tllC McinbcvS of thc 

Commission appointed under Act 
XI. of ISCO, to enquire into the system of Indigo cultivation in 
Bengal. 
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From T. Kingslet, Esq., Secretary to the Indigo Planters’ Association, to 
A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (dated 
the 23rd June 1860.^ 

Sir, 

In reference to the last Section of Act XI. of 1800, which re- 
lates to punishraent for false evidence given before the Indigo Commis- 
sion, I am desired hy the Central Committee of the Indigo Planters^ 
Association to request that the Lieutenant-Governor will have the 
goodness to inform them whether it is the intention of Government to 
prosecute witnesses who may have ])erjurc(l themselves before the Com- 
mission, or whether it is intended to leave the prosecution of such per- 
sons to private parties. 


Prom A. R. 1' mrura, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to tho 
Secretary to the Indigo Planters’ Association,— (No. 3Ii8lD., dated tho 
30th Juno ISGO.) 

Str, 

I AM directed to aelcnowlcdge tbe receipt of your letter dated 
the SStli instant, and in rejdy to state that, should any such ease as is 
therein supposed he brought to notice, the Government would act 
according to the information received, and the particular circumstances 
of the case, under legal advice, and probably after consulting the Indigo 
Commission on the subject. The Lieutenant-Governor is unable there- 
fore to give a general answer, one way or the other, to the question 
ashed by the Central Committee of the Indigo Planters' Association in 
your letter under acknowledgment. 
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From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Govoriimcnt of Benp^al, to F. L. 

Beauttoet, Esq., c. s., — (No. 36^6, dated the 11th July 1860.) 

Sir., 

I AM directed to forward to you the accompany in ^ Extract 
from the evidence of Moonshee Luttafiit Hospein, a Zemindar, before 
the Indigo Commission. From the date of the Perwannah filed by him 
it would appear that you are the OlBcer alluded to as the Magistrate 
who threatened the said Zemindar with the conliscation of his Estates, 
witli a view to induce him to give a farm of a portion of those Estates 
to a Mr. McLagan, an Indigo Planter. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor desires that you will submit any expla- 
nation you may have to give of this transaction. 


Extract from the evidence of Moonshee Luttafiit Hossetn. 

Q. Are Magistrates in the habit of using their influence to induce 
Zemindars to give lands in pntni or lease to the Planters? 

I can’t speak of what the general practice may be; but the 
Magistrate of Jessore sent me a Perwannah recommending me to give 
a lease to Mr. McLagan, and, if T did not, threatening to report nie to 
Government, with a view to the confiscation of mj/ Estates, Tliis 
Perwannah is dated 1st January 1851. I file it.* I did not give the 
lease, but I complained to the Superintendent of Police, who called for 
an explanation from the Magistrate, and, I believe, reprimanded him. 
Since that I was very well treated hy the Magistrate, 


* (Te^slation.) 

Hookumnamah of the Fouzdaree Court, Jessore. 

To Moonshee Khelafut II ossein. 

Moonshee Luttafut Ilossein, 

Mussammat Budun Bebee, Executrix of Hadayut Ilossein, Talookdars 

of Turruf Garguria, 

'^Whereas your servants and Ryots by deceit and trickery, and 
by force and cutting of crops, have encroached on the land decreed to 
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Mr. McLagan, Proprietor of the Goldar Factory, under orders un4j|r 
Act IV., and are stirring up various disputes and quarrels. Conse- 
quently, if this sort of thing goes on in future, there is a possibility 
of a serious affray. For this reason, and in order that for the future 
you may be vigilant, and refrain from unnecessary quarrels, it is written 
to you that you shall threaten and advise those servants and Ryots, that 
they may refrain from such evil acts and keep quiet ; otherwise, if they 
shall not desist from unnecessary quarrels, by such evil and false 
practices they will be convicted and punished, and a report will be 
made to the Government, with a view to your above-mentioned Edates 
(zabt). Practically you get this friendly advice, that 
you shall make some kind of arrangement for giving the aforesaid gen- 
tleman a lease or a potta of some of your Mehals, and for terminating 
disputes.^^ 


From F. L. BrAiTVonT, Esq., c. s., to A. R. Yottno, Esq., Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, — (dated the 12tli July 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt, tin's evening, of 
your letter No. 3G4 G, of the 11th instant. 

2. The transaction to which you refer occurred so many years ago 
that I have not a very clear recollection of the circumstances ; hut the 
main facts, as far as my memory serves, were those : — In consequence of 
numerous complaints of affrays and collisions between the servants and 
Ryots of Moonshee Luttafut Ilossein and his brother on the one side, 
and the servants of the Goldar Indigo Factory on the other, I proceeded 
to the spot and investigated the eases, and the causes which had pro- 
duced them, and found that they originated in the chicane and forcible 
opposition of the Zemindar’s serva^s to the cultivation of Indigo on 
lands which had been decreed to the Planter. The cultivation was all 
Nizabady and therefore there was no dispute between the Ryots and the 
Factory ; but the employes of the Zemindar were endeavoring by every 
possible means to prevent Mr. Savi, the Manager of Goldar, from culti- 
vating the lands, the possession of^ which had been legally secured to 
him by various decrees under Act IV., 1840, pending the decision of the 
Civil suits between the parties. I did all that a Magistrate can do to 
arrange matters, by ^punishing where punishment was unavoidable, by 



( 1037 ) 


visiting oil the lands and talking to the Ryots, and by remonstrating 
against any appeal to force in lieu of patiently abiding the results of the 
Civil actions. Rut I found that the sole cause of the continued disturb- 
ances was the conduct of certain servants of the Zemindars of bad 
character ; and as the Zemindars were absentees, who never visited their 
Estate, I deemed it right to inform them of the state of affairs which 
had come to my knowledge, and to warn them that a continuance of 
these outrages might lead to the interference of Government. 

3. That interference did not mean confiscation, but attachment ; 
and I think that my threat had reference to a recent instance of the 
attachment of Estates in Pubna by order of Government, in conse- 
quence of serious affrays between the Zemindars and a Planter, in which 
the conduct of the former had led to their being treated as disqualified 
Proprietors. 

4. Referring to the translation of the Perwannah, which you have 
sent to me, I think that it does not fairly represent the meaning of the 
concluding sentence. Certainly my meaning was that the Zemindars 
being absentees, and on that account being unable to control their ser- 
vants, should either give a lease of the lands in dispute (a mat which 
separates the Factory from the Zemindar’s Village), or should have 
recourse to some other measure for terminating the disputes. It^ was 
not intended to dictate to the Zemindars that they must give a lease, 
but merely to suggest one means of stopping outrages which had 
become of serious import. But whether the actual words have been 
rightly translated or not, it must be obvious tliat Moonshee Luttafut 
Hossein has quite misrepresented the meaning of the Perwannah, when 
he says that the threat of confiscation was the alternative of not giving 
a lease, for that threat had reference only to the continuance of the 
disturbances. And, from the way in which the whole document reads, 
1 am inclined to think that the last sentence was added by me after the 
Perwannah had been written in^the usual course by the Amlah, and 
that it was written in haste, without sufficiently considering the 
meaning that might be attached to the words. 

5* However this may be, I can safely affirm, if indeed any such 
affirmation is necessary, that my^eaning was perfectly impartial, and 
that the Perwannah was intended to be taken simply in the light of 
friendly advice. But it was not so taken ; the Zemindar to whom it 
was addressed construed it then as now to convey a threat, and 
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(^romplained to Mr, Dampler, the Superintendent of Police, regarding it. 
That Officer called upon me for a report ; and ultimately expressed his 
disapproval of the Perwannah, on which I hastened to explain to the 
Zemindar^s Mookhtear, and, I think, by a fresh Pcrwannah addressed to 
themselves the purport of Mr. Dampier^s orders and tlie real objects 
which had actuated me in the first communication which I had made 
to them; and it is not in good faith that the Moonshee still pretends 
to think that I threatened him with the confiscation of his Estates, or 
the displeasure of Government, if he did not give a lease of the land 
to the Planter. In the face of Mr. Dampier^s orders I will not contend 
that the Pcrwannah in question was unobjectionable, or not lialde to be 
misconstrued, but I do contend and affirm that the motive which dic- 
tated it was in no respect deserving of blame. 

6, Such is my recollection of the facts. I observed, a short while 
since, in the Reports of the Sudder Court, that the result of the Civil 
suits went to confirm the views which I had previously adopted of the 
rights of the respective parties ; and to mulct these Zemindars for the 
misconduct of their servants. But into that question it is unnecessary 
to enter. The only point on which the Lieutenant-Governor requires 
explanation is the accusation that I misdirected my influence as 
Magistrate to induce a Landholder to grant a lease of his land to a 
Planter; and I have shewn that I had no such intention. 

7. As my conduct hfs been called into question, I will add that I 
had at that time been Magistrate of Jessorc for several years, and that my 
character was too well known for any one to believe that I ever exerted 
my influence on one side rather than the other. An enquiry into my 
administration of that District would shew that I was peculiarly success- 
ful in putting a stop to the affrays and disturbances for which it had 
been notorious, and that by my mediation many quarrels of long standing 
were brought to an amicable conclusion. But no one can say that I 
ever shewed favor to any man, black or white, or that I ever relaxed in 
my efforts to do justice between man and man ; and I have reason to 
know that even those whom I punished admitted my impartiality. I 
believe that the Pcrwannah, which has now been brought forward, 
was the single proceeding with which ||j|r. Dampier had occasion to find 
fault, and I regret that it was written ; but I repeat that it would not 
have been deserving of censure if it had been received in the same spirit 
in which it was dictated. It was and is convenient for Moonshee 
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Luttafut Hossein so to construe it; but, if he believed the charge at the 
time, I am quite sure that he has no longer any reason to give credit to 
it. And I cannot help observing that, however much a threat of that 
nature might be calculated to influence the mind of a small Landholder 
residing in the Mofussil, and anxious not to displease the Magistrate of 
the District, it would not be expected to weigh nor could it have any 
real weight with a person brought up as the Moonshee has been, and 
continuously residing in Calcutta. And if any proof is required of the 
fairness of my proceedings towards both Planters and Native Land- 
holders, it might be found in the fact that at that very time another 
Manager in the same Indigo Concern w-as complaining that my order 
in regard to a separate series of disputes was too favorable to the Zemin- 
dar. 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
Jj, Beaiti'oet, Esq., — (No. 3772, dated the 18th July 1860.) 

SlE, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of you^lettcr of the 
12th instant, in which you explain a transaction referred to in the evi- 
dence of Moonshee Luttafut Hossein before the Indigo Commission, 
connected with a Perwannah issued by you, when Magistrate of Pubna, 
in January 1851. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor fully accepts your assurance that you 
had no intention in issuing that Perwannah to threaten the Moonshee 
with the attachment of his property, or the displeasure of Government, 
if he did not give, as you advised, a lease to a certain party. But the 
juxtaposition of the threat and the advice gave room for the interpre- 
tation put upon the Perwannah, which is greatly to be i-egretted. It 
would have been better perhaps, under any circumstances, to have 
ab^ained from giving the Zemindar any advice as to the disposal of 
his own property ; and certainly the occasion of conveying to him such 
a serious threat as your Perwannah contained was not a proper oppor- 
tunity for giving such advice. 

3. As, however, the measure was disapproved by the Superintendent 
of Police, and the misinterpretation of your meaning was corrected 
at the time by yourself, no further remark on the subject is necessary. 
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From E. H. LusiiiNaToN, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddca 
Division, to the Secreiary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 215Ct., 
dated the 13th August 1800.) 

SlU, 

I EESPECTPULLY bcg to Solicit the attention of the Lieutenant- 
Governor to the accompanying authenticated copy of the evidence of 
Mr. Hears before the Indigo Commission, and, with reference to his 
• See A. in red ink. remark* that instructions from myself <is 

Commissioner have affected the judicial independence of the Principal 
Sudder Ameens in the trial of breach of contract cases under Act XI., 
to assure the Lieutenant-Governor that these remarks of Mr. Hears 
must have been founded on some misapprehension. 

2. On th^ appointment of Messrs. Bell and Davidson to this special 
duty in Kishnaghur, I had only one separate interview with each of 
them. On each occasion my remarks were of the same tenor, viz. that 
in the disposal of these cases they must act entirely on their own judg- 
ment, and be guided by their own good sense in each case without fear 
of any man. I also added that they would learn from Mr. Herschel 
how the Magistrates had hitherto been conducting these suits, and the 
principles which, after much careful consideration, had been at last 
adopted in estimating damages, but I particularly enjoined on them that 
if they thought these principles susceptible of improvement, they were 
at full liberty to make any, and to consider themselves only so far bound 
by the views of their predecessors as might appear to them to be just 
and proper. ^ 

8. No Circular has ever been addressed by me to these OfBcers, and 
neither can I call to recollection that I have recorded any remark on 
any one of their decisions which would have led them to look for any 
proofs in disposing of these cases which had not previously been suggest- 
ed to them by their own intelligence and discrimination. 

P. 6'.— The return of the enclosure is hereby solicited when no longer 
required. 
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From It. Bell, Esq., Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
W. S. Seton-Kasii, Esq., President of the Indigo Commission, — 
(No. 4271, dated the 16th August 1860.) 

Sm, 

I AM directed to forward, for the purpose of being laid before 
the Commission, the accompanying copy of |||^ letter No. 215, dated 
the 13th instant, from the Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddca 
Division, in which he offers some remarks in refutation of a statement 
made by Mr. George Mcars in his deposition before the Commission, 
to the effect that, as Commissioner, he had issued instructions affecting 
the judicial independence of the two Principal Sudder Ameens deputed 
to try cases under *the Indigo Act, No. XI. of 1860. 


From W. S. Seton-Kaiie, Esq., President of the Indigo Commission, to 
H. Bell, Esq., Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. Ill, 
dated the 24th August 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 4271, dated 10th August i860, and to state that the Commission 
were not under the impression that Mr. E. H, Lushirgton had issued 
instructions affecting the judicial independence of ilessrs. Bell and 
Davidson, Principal Sudder Ameens. 



No. L. 


Prom T. Kinosley, Esq., Secretary to the Indigo Planters’ Association, to 
A. P. Yoijno, Esq., ^Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (dated the 
loth May 18G0.) 


At the request of the Meeting of Planters held at Nischindi- 

pore on the 26th ultimo, and by desire 

Letter {Vnin Mr. A. Hills, of Katclieekatta, ^ ^ 

dated 3rd May. m the Central Committee ot the In- 

Letter from Mr. Mears, of Sindoorec, dated i* -nii. W TT« XT- 

3 , -a May. ^ig(> Planters Association, 1 have the 

dated 2nd honor to enclose copies of the comma- 

nications noted on the margin, relative 

to the conduct of Mr. Herschel, the Magistrate of the Nuddea District, 

2. Making some allowance for the feelings of excitement under which 
the letters may have been written by men seeing the destruction of 
their property imminent, the Committee have the most entire confi- 
dence in the correctness of the facts stated, and look upon them as 
ample proof that Mr. Herschel has not the necessary decision of 
character and soundness of judgment necessary to deal with the 
excited state of the people of his District. 

3, The Lieutenant-Governor will observe that the Districts of 


JesBore and Puhna are perfectly quiet, and that in them the sowings 
have been completed, and the Committee feel justified in urging upon 
His Honor the necessity of placing another Magistrate in charge of 
Kishnaghur, simply as a question of policy and expediency in the 
present disturbed state of that District. 

P. S. — Copies of further letters from Messrs. Forlong and Roberts 
are also enclosed, and I request the favor of your returning Mr. 
Tweedie’s letter, which is forwarded in original to save time. 


From A, Hills, Esq., to James Foelono, Esq., — ( dated the 3rd May 

1860.) 

My Deae Fohlong, 

I seconded a Resolution proposed by Mr. Meats at the Meet- 
ing of Planters held Nischindipore on the 26th ultimo, in which Mr, 
llerschePs conduct towards our body was strongly animadverted upbn. 
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On this point Messrs. Moars and Tvveedie, as the parties most promi- 
nently brought forward, must have written fully, so I shall not touch 
on it, but proceed to prove that, if ordinary firmness and sagacity had 
been shown instead of vacillation and utter blindness to the weak points 
in the character of the Bengallee Ryot, not only would this Concern 
(Under my charge have been restored to peace aq^Hquietness, but in my 
opinion the whole District of Kishnaghur. 

The disturbance here first originated from the machinations of 
two or three designing men who were in the habit of assembling 
nightly at their houses two and three hundred Ryots from all the 
Villages round about, and they wore summoned to appear through 
fhe Police, This was represented very strongly to Mr. Maclean, who 
had been sent out to this part of the District by Mr. Herschel, 
but the meetings continued, and were, I have heard, pronounced by the 
latter gentleman to be quite constitutional.^^ At these ^^constitutional 
meetings^^ false Perwannahs were read to the ignorant Ryots to the 
effect that the cultivation of Indigo had been put an end to by the 
now Government of the Queen. The chief ringleader of this disturb-* 
ance, Mohes Chatterjee, was bound over to keep the peace on a 
penalty of 200 Rupees, Proof could not be had against him, except 
the evidence of our Factory servants, such was the combination 
among the Ryots, but a sensible man must have been convinced of 
his guilt, and one with decision of character would then and there 
have sent him into the Station. Such a step would have settled the whole 
affair, instead of that, hundreds of ridiculous and false complaints against 
the Factories were taken, and it was refreshing to the patriotic eye 
to see this new way of raising money, each Ryot paying down eight 
annas in cash for his DvrHasi. Towards sunset the weary, jaded- 
looking Magistrate would issue from his tent, the assembled multitude 
were ordered to sit down, as natives only can sit, and the scene became 
tiuly orientaU A speech made by Mr. Herschel in the Southern part 
of his District was then read, it proved very logically that if Dhan 
advances were worked off so ought the Indigo ones, but that it was 
quite optional to them (the Ryots) to perform the latter. This clause 
of the speech, and it alone, was greedily seized upon by the Ryots, and 
they dispersed praising Allah and other heathen deities. All sorts of 
reports were kept in circulation that the cultivation of Indigo had 
been stop!, drums were daily beaten, village after village taking up the 
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sound, and in five minutes the whole country would be raised to the 
distance of twelve and fourteen miles in length. In almost every vil- 
lage two or three Madufs were placed to prevent, as they said and the 
natives believed, the Planters or their servants from sowing Indigo. If 
this was done by the order of the Magistrate it was most injudicious 
encouragement to Ihe^Pprots; if, without his knowledge or consent, 
it proves how little the Darogah cared for or felt his authority. After 
the new Bill was passed for enforcing Indigo contracts, the Byots 
became fairly puzzled, and in my presence told Mr. Graham Taylor 
that, if the other Magistrate had not informed them at Doorgapore 
that it was optional for them to fulfil their contracts, they would never 
have quarrelled with the Factory. Mr. Taylor’s position under these 
circumstances was as embarrassing as it could well be, for he had to 
condemn to three months’ imprisonment people who acted on the 
words of another Magistrate, whom they well knew to be his superior 
Officer; even then matters were on the point of being settled, parti- 
cularly as an order had been sent io the Darogah that the lands 
measured for Indigo were not to be sown in Paddy. This might not be 
correct according to the strict letter of the Law, but the emergency of 
the case demanded something of the kind, and the result would have 
been better for the Ryots. It Avas too, the one solitary act of decision 
displayed by the Authorities of this Distiict, and on that account was 
evidently considered to be too conspicuous, for it was quickly followed 
by the famous Perwannali of the 20tli April, issued by Mr, Ilerschcl, 
that the Indigo land might be sown in Paddy. At the same time Mr. 
G. Taylor is appointed to the Magoorah Sub-Division, tlie report at 
once being circulated that he was fined 1,000 Rupees, and removed for 
sending the Ryots to prison ; that they would all be released, and might 
sow Paddy in Indigo lauds. Such disorder then ensued over the District 
and even spread into the neighbouring one of Jessore, that a third 
Perwannali dated 23rd April was necessary, the purport ef which was 
that Paddy must not be sown in the Indigo lands. The only result of 
this third order is to bring the Authorities into contempt, to destroy 
the little confidence left, and to make the common people more sceptical 
than ever of any order which is in favor of Indigo cultivation. About 
the 18th of last month all were prepared to settle, and in another week 
as I have mentioned before, this Concern would have been as quiet as 
it has been for years. The Ryots of Bamundy and Joradah would have 
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followed ; now notlung remains but to push on our eases against a po« 
pulation worried and fretted by contradictory reports and orders into 
such a state of exasperation that it will not surprise me to see resist- 
ance offered to the legal Authorities in each case of distraining for the 
damages awarded, besides overcrowding the Jails with people who have 
really been brought there by these very Authorjj^ies. The climax to tliis 
state of things is that we arc now left withcyjRi Magistrate at all, and 
with apparently no prospect of getting one. Before concluding, I must, 
as a contrast to this state of things in Mr. Herschcl^s District, mention 
tliat one Factory of this Concern called Poradah, which lies within the 
boundary line of the Pubna District, has been cpiiet tliroiighout, and 
with the last rains finished its sowings. All my neighbours who hav*^ 
Factories situated some in Kishnaghur and others in Pubna and Jessore, 
blit belonging to the same Concern, can bring forward a similar stafe- 
ment, mz.y everything quiet, and the sowing completed in the two latter 
Districts; anarchy and confusion in the former. For this season our 
prospects ai'e ruined, and all we have to depend upon are our October 
sowings, the Plant of which we shall never manufacf.ure if Mr. 
Ilerschel remains and matters are carried on in the way they have 
been for the last three months. The state of this District com] >a red 
to Jessore and Pubna ought to ho quite sufficient proof that Mr. 
Ilerschel is not the right man for Kishnaghur. 


From G. Esq., to tlio Secretary to the Indigo Planters’ Association, 

Calcutta. 


Sir, 

At a Meeting of Indigo Planters held 
the 26th Aprils the conduct of Mr. Horschel, the MrigtsTrafe of'N^uilden, 
was commented on, and in Resolution 4, it was decided that it 
be immediately brought to the notice of the Lieutenant-Governor, with 
a view to his appointing another Magistrate to the District. 

I therefore beg you will lay this before the Central Committee, that 
they may make use of it in bringing Mr. Herscbel’s conduct to 
the notice of the Lieutenant-Governor. 

IsL I would bring to notice Mr. Ilerscliel’s general bias against 
the Planters, particularly observable in the one-sided and unfair 

132 
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inatuiev all oases eoniicoted with the Ijokcnathpore Concern have been 
decided by either Mr. Herschel, or Mr. Maclean, his Assistant, who 
seems to be much led by the opinion and wishes of his Superior. These 
cases will be partictilarly explained by Mr. Tweedic, in whose division 
of the Cgncern they mostly took place. 

%n(L Mr Herscher^mtruthful report of the 17th March to the 
Commissioner, in whic" be totally misrepresented my conduct with 
regard to the Dood Pattee fire case, he stating that I showed no desire 
to remove the suspicion of the Ryots aecainstthe Factory people, whereas 
I did all I could to do so. 1 offered Rupees 1,000 to ascertain who 
was the olVender or instigator. I also offered the Ryots of this 
village Rupee;^ 2(»0 ns a present to help them to rebuild their houses, 
though tlioy at the time were doing their utmost to ruin the Concern, 
but in the face of tliis Mr. Ilerschel, in tlie same report, says — Mr, 
Mears of Lokenath[)ore refuses any, the slightest concession, and the 
Ryots arc proportionately exasperated.’^ 

This fire case was most grossly exaggerated by Mr. Herschel, he 
stating in liis report that several hundred Ryots’ houses were burnt^ 
whereas the truth is, only the houses of nix with their out-sheds, 

were burnt. This case shows clearly how prejudiced Mr. Herschel 
is, and how ready he la to bring any charge against the Planter, 
though there may not be a shadow of truth in it. 

Mr. Maclean, in speaking of this ease, said he was sorry that it 
had been mentioned in the Legislative (Council by Mr. Sconce, as 
there was not the slightest proof that our Factory yicople had anything 
to say to it, and that he, as a Magistrate, did not believe they had. 

3/y/, I would bring to notice Mr. Ilerscbel’s extraordinary and 
most mischievous order of the 1 9th or 20th April, in which he cancels 
an order given by Mr. Maclean to the effect that Ryots were not to 
be allowed to sow Indigo lands with Paddy, and desires the Police to 
give the Ryots notice that they may sow where and what they like. 

Since that order was made public, the Ryots of the Lokenathpore 
Concern have sown nearly the whole of our Indigo land^ in Paddy ; 
both Nyzabad as well as Ryottee. 

I beg to state, as my firm opinion, that had Mr. Herschel not 
been Magistrate of Nuddea, the Ryots would have quieted down two 
months ago, and that all his acts have tended to keep alive the dis- 
affection of the Ryots, 
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I would compare the policy of the Jessorc Officials with that of Mr. 
Herschel. Jessore although a much more difficult District to manage 
has been comparatively q^uiet, while Nuddea htis been disturbed 
from end to end. 

I would strongly urge on the Central Committee the ne^ssity of 
their doing their utmost to induce Governn||nt to appoint another 
Magistrate to Nuddea, in whom both Europeans and Natives may 
have some confidence, and for whom they may feel some respect. 


From M. Tweejdie, Esq., to the Secretary to the lucligo Planters’ 
Association, — (dated the 2nd May 18GO.) 

Sib, 

With reference to the 4th Resolution passed at the Meeting 
of Planters at Nischindipore on the 20t]i ultimo, I beg to request 
that, with regard to the conduct of Mr. Herschel since he took charge 
of the Nuddea District, the following circumstances be brought to 
notice, viz : — 

That directly after his arrival, every case which came before 
Maclean was decided in the most partial manner, i. ^., if the most remote 
suspicion of the parties concerned on my side being guilty was held 
by Mr, Maclean, they were most severely punished, but if by any 
means any doubt could be possibly made out in any case against the 
Ryots, that case was at once dismissed or my complainant punished. 
If the proof against the Ryots was in any case so glaring that they 
could not by any means escape punishment, that punishment was 
merely a fine so small that it could not possibly be felt. 

In all these decisions Mr. Maclean must have been directed by Mr. 
Herschel, as Mr. Herschel was most of the time with him in the Mofussil. 

A list of some of these cases I gave to Mr. Grote, the Commissioner, 
on the 22nd March last. 

I beg especially to call attention to the case of Mumraz Khan, who 
was turned forcibly out of my Cutcherry in Joyrampore by the Villagers, 
and who, for complaining of the same, was imprisoned for one month. 

Owing to this I lost all power in the Village, which is my sixteen 
annas' ijarah and have since been unable to collect any rents, nor 
have I been able to push any cases through the Civil Court on account 
of the Magistrate's time being so occupied with Criminal matters. 
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Also to the case of Gopal Seek, of Lokenalhpore, my own Factory 
cultivation ploughman, whose complaint against tho Factory servants, 
although it may have been to a very small extent founded upon fact, 
was in substance false. One of the defendants in this case, amicable 
to the Hictory, was imprisoned for one month. 

Also to the case of C|mnder Malite, of Lokenathpore, whose com- 
plaint against the Factory servants and parties amicable to the Factory 
was made at the same time, and which I believe to be utterly false. 
In this case three defendants were imprisoned for one month each. 

In those two last cases I heg particularly to point out the most un- 
called for maimer in which I was summoned to a distance of eight 
miles at twelve o’clock in the day, with scarcely two hours’ notice, to 
give my evidence, altliough I was not cited as a witness by either side. 
True, the summons had been granted the evening before, but it did not 
reach me till past 10 a. m. of the day on which I had to appear, and 
under the circumstances the time of day fixed on was the most incon- 
venient possible. j\rr. Herschel looked upon these cases as most serious 
a (lairs, owing to their having led to a constihitional gathering of the 
inliabitants of three Milages, armed with sticks, &c., but as these Vil- 
lages had up to that date shown no open signs of enmity with the Fac- 
tory, it was never suspected that the taking of a ploughboy to his work 
would he the cause of such a rising, and the very fact of my being 
called on to appear in that summary manner on such a paltry occasion 
not only lowered my authority but made me a laughing stock to the 
Natives. 

Here let me remark that I had been put to great loss and inconvenience 
owing to many of my ploughmen, whose houses were in Joyrampore, 
having loft their work at the instigation of their fellow Villagers, that 
I had several times mentioned the same to Messrs. Herschel and 
Maclean, and had even made a petition against them Init could get no 
redress, • 

There being no Judge in Kishnaghur at the time, I made the appeal 
against the decisions in the above mentioned cases to the Sudder Amoen, 
This gentleman would have granted the appeal, but, being a Native, 
I am gimi to understand he referred to Mr. Herschel for instructions. 
The decisions having been given by Mr. Maclean under Mr. Ilersoliel’s 
directions, it can be imagined with what success the reference of the 
Sadder Ameen to Mr, Herschel was attended. The consequence was 
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that tlie prisoners were oblij^ed to suffer the full amount of the sentence 
ag-ainst them without the chance of appeal. 

The effect of all these was that I was deprived of every particle of 
^authority. Servants either left or neglected the work, and whatever took 
place, I was unable to get complainants or witnesses in any natter, 

Mr. Ilersehel came to this District with the belief that every Factory 
contained some hundreds of Lattials and with the firm determination to 
put down the system. Acting under such prejudiced opinions, is it to 
be wondered at that he w^ould look on every Planter with distrust ; and 
as unfortunately Joyranipore and other Tillages of this Concern had just 
previously to his arrivaf * broken out in rebePiOTT;' with 

them were eyed with double suspicion, and I myself treated in a 
liaughty, distant, and in some cases a most rude manner. As we were 
privately unacquainted with one another, all this was a matter of the 
most supreme indifference to me, and I made a point of always 
behaving with the utmost politeness. I cannot now, however, omit 
to notice that on one occasion, Mr. Ilersehel, in a letter to Mr. 
Hears, would have wished him to believe that I had spoken a wilful 
untruth. I however had most satisfactory evidence that what I had 
stated was correct, and therefore Mr. llerschePs attempt to doing 
what ho had stated was perfectly futile. 

Again, I would wish to call attention to the report given to Mr. 
( I rote of the circumstances under which I refused to discharge my 
Head Amlah, and whieli I cannot but think caused an erroneous 
impression on Mr. Grote^s uuud. The circumstances of my having given 
the said refusal were as follow : On tlie 17th March, while with Mr. 
fterschel, I took tlie opportunity of asking him his advice as to the 
best means of coming to terms with the Ryots. lie evaded the 
question, but returning to the subject of Gopal Seek^s case (above 
mentioned) said — that if I would consent to discharge my Head 
Amlah (he had no charge against him nor did he even know who he 
was,) he would do everything in his power to assist me. This I 
deemed to be so unjust that I could not possibly accede to it, and 
said that, if such a principle was thought fair by others and Mr. 
Hears, I would rather have it fall on my own head, and that I 
would consent to be discharged myself. 

Also, I believe it to have been reported that things were carried 
on with a high hand in this Concern under my charge. Such a report, 
if made*; I declare to have been perfectly unfounded and uncalled for. 
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Regarding the Dood Pattee fire, surely ere this a more charitable 
conclusion has been arrived at than that which was at first drawn from 
the exaggerated report concerning it given by Mr, Herschel. A 
more prejudiced and misrepresented report could not be conceived^ 
more especially now, as it appears from the report of the Magistrate 
solely responsible for the enquiry, that not only was there no accusation 
made by the Ryots but not the most remote suspicion remained in 
his mind as to the culpability of the Factory people. 

Thus nearly a month after the occurrence of the fire, through the 
conduct of Mr. Herschel, Mr. Mears and myself were brought before 
the public by Mr. Sconce, the Member for Bengal, as having been 
guilty of a most aggravating outrage, regarding the truth of which, 
there was not the shadow of foundation. As to the kidnapping 
of Ryots, I cannot to this day conceive to what Mr. Sconce 
refers, as nothing of the sort has taken place since I came to 
Lokenathpore in October last, nor can I trace that any such conduct has 
ever been practised here, indeed, until the last two or three months, this 
property has been noted for years to have been about the most orderly 
and quiet in Bengal. Now, with regard to the manner in which Mr, 
Herschel read out the first orders of Government on the subject of sow- 
ing Indigo : the particular manner in which he called the attention of 
the Ryots to the circumstances under which they would not have to sow 
Indigo gave them every encouragement to believe that it was the wish 
of Government they should not do so, and the latter portion of the 
orders, when it spoke of punishment should they break contracts, was 
looked upon as a mere matter of form, and indeed was in many casgs 
not even listened to. 

Since the new Act came in force, numbers of Ryots have beeu sent to 
Jail, Many of these are men who have never been at enmity with the 
Planter but have merely been led on to fraud and disgrace by some under- 
handed bad advice, together with the contradictory and lengthy Perwan- 
nahs of Mr. Herschel issued through the medium of a Police than whom 
no body of men known bear a worse reputation for villany and corruption. 

A most glaring instance of the effect of these Perwannahs is seen 
from the harm caused by the one issued by Mr. Herschel on the 20th 
April, upsetting the orders of Mr. Maclean and sent direct through the 
Police Officers of these Thannahs in place of solely allowing it to be 
passed through the medium of Mr. Maclean^s Office; thus not only 
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lowering the authority of Mr. Maclean in his own Sub-division but mak- 
ing it clear to him that he cannot be trusted to exercise his own judg- 
ment on such a critical occasion as that on which he deemed it necessary 
1^ use stringent measures to prevent Paddy being sown in Indigo lands. 
Mr. Maclean^s judicious conduct would have quieted the District in three 
more days^ and would have saved all the loss, annoyance and sad conse- 
quences of enforcing the new Law. Tt is also passing strange that the 
Darogahs of the Dowlutgunge and other Tliannahs had special instruc- 
tions that the said Perwannah of 20th was merely for themselves to un- 
derstand their powers ; whereas the Darogali of Damoorhoodah Thannah 
was clearly instructed to make it known through the Villages. This the 
Burkundazes took special care to do as regards the first portion of the 
Perwannah, carefully leaving out the last part, at the same time adding 
that they, the Ryots, must not sow Indigo. The consequence of all this 
was that an immense quantity of lands were at once sown down in 
Paddy. On the state of affairs being duly represented to Mr. Ilerschel, 
he issued another order from which some good consequences might have 
been hoped for, but that the evil had gone too fiir to be corrected. Thus 
our only resource now is to act upon the new Law of breach of contract 
which will only tend to ruin the Ryots and fill the Jails with men who 
are merely the victims of designing parties and a corrupt Police. Such 
a policy I have from the first stood out against, hoping that, through 
persuasion and good advice, the Ryots would come to their senses. Mr. 
HerschePs conduct, however, has quite frustrated my intentions, and he 
alone will have to answer for the misery which is likely to ensue, and 
luQky may he consider himself if he does not drive the country into open 
rebellion. I have said so much out of pure anxiety for the good 
of the country and the Ryots, and sincerely trust tliat some one 
better acquainted with the manners and customs of the Natives, and 
less the victim of prejudice and impulse than Mr. Herschel may be 
appointed as Magistrate of the District. 


From James PoiiLoira, Esq., to Eichabd Dodd, Esq.,— -(( lated the 7th 

May 1860.) 

My deab Dodd, 

I AM glad to hear that William Fergusson has been elected as our 
Member upon the Commission ; we could not have got a betler maui 
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llie rain to which I referred in my note of the 5th did not extend to this 
or over to Peerpore, but it was heavy in the Ruttunpore quarter, and just 
where the Ryots are in the worst temper and will not sow, a good deal 
was sown yesterday at Nischindipore Factory where everything is a)| 
right. I am going on to Katcheekatta in the afternoon. The October 
crop there is very fine, but there are not above 1,000 Beegalis of spring 
sown yet, and unless the Ryots got in better temper than they are at 
present, how the October crop is to be manufactured I do not very well 
see. 

Herscliel must have been under the promptings of the devil when he 
issued his order of the 20th ultimo. Had that not come out, we should 
have been all right. On the 20th, thirteen Villages at this Factory 
agreed to go tlie following day to the Magistrate and state they had no 
complaint against the Factory and would sow the Indigo as usual, but 
before they could do so out came the order that they might sow Paddy 
on the Indigo lands if they chose, and this at once upset everything. 

As matters stood before, it was bad enough to have the whole Mofussil 
Police against us from the menial Chupprassec up to the Darogali, but I 
did not think the Joyrainpore spirit liad got into the Magistrate’s Office, 
and that his Amlah could be tempted to put up a Perwannah for his 
signature different from that which they were making for the other 
ThannaliSj and which was to be had first in the Joyrampore Village which 
adjoins Darnoorhooda and which Village was the chief seat and still is the 
seat of all the mischief that has been going on in this quarter. About 
the 20tli ultimo, things were just at the turning point. The Ryots 
were showing a better spirit : all would have now been settled with 
them, when by the above astounding piece of rascality the Joyrampore 
party managed to get them in hand again. What however are you to 
think of the Court when such an act is ppssible, and what are you to 
think of the Magistrate who signed a document involving so many in 
ruin without having it read to him ? On the afternoon of the 20th 
the Perwannah was despatched from Kishnaghur, and shortly after 
day-break on the 21st, the Darogali was on horse-back reading it in Joy- 
rampore, and within twenty-four hours Indigo for this season was at an 
end in that Village, for the Ryots began at once to sow their Indigo lands 
with Paddy. They sowed the lands when they were quite dry waiting 
the chance of a good shower to make the Seed spring, which they have 
i^ince hali, Herschefs remaining as our Magistrate will only involve 
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the Government in shame^ the Planters in ruin, and fill the Jail with 
Bjrots, most of \x m lon^ for peace with the Factory but are forced to 
act against it by an influence which they think they cannot resist. It 
# very odd that on the boundary of this District with that of Jessore, 
&c., whence the Villages of each District are much mixed up, the 
Jessore Ryots sow without grumbling, while the Kish naghur •Ryots 
refuse to sow, the truth being that Jessore Ryots think their Magistrate 
is really in earnest in making them act up to their engagements with 
the Planter, while the Kishnaghur Ryots believe the reverse of llerschel. 
Probably ere long when there are some five thousand Ryots in the Kish- 
naghur Jail, and the same number of families sold out of house and 
home, the Government may awake ^ and discover that a great public 
scandal might have been avoided, if the Magistrate had acted up to the 
principles of common sense in the exceptional circumstance in which he 
was placed in place of the hair-splitting nonsense and folly in which Mr. 
Herschel has indulged, and which is bringing the Government itself into 
contempt. 

Two days ago, when 131 Ryots passed Niscliindipore on their way 
to Jail, they were all talking and saying what sort of llaj is this where 
we are one day told to sow Indigo or not just as we like, and then put 
to Jairbecause we do not like, and what sort of Sahibs are the Hakim 
Sahibs who first travel about our Villages and tell us the same story and 
then try us and send us to prison for doing exactly as they told us we 
might do ; and then there are the usual ejaculations about Allah and 
Kalee as in the case between the Ryots and the Authorities, the Ryots 
have much the best of it, the Planter unhappily is the victim of both. 

P. 5. — I saw Chardon two days ago. He said that he did not think 
he would sow more than 1,000 Beegahs of the 6,000 under his charge. 
The J oyrampore Factory is effectually shut for this season, and T almost 
fear the Lokenathpore one. Wood in the Khalispore Division will sow 
in all his Villages within the Jessore line, but not much within the 
Nuddea line. Chardon^s 1,000 Beegahs will also be within the Jessore 
line. This alone reveals a scandalous state of things on the part of the 
Officials in this District. 

Newcomen has just returned from Baiighbarriett. He saw Tripp, 
Sheriff* and Archie Hills there at the Magistrate Mr. Mackenzie's tent, 
Joradah is all right except the ten Villages within the Nuddea line, and 
the spring lands sown in Katcheekatta are also within the Jessore and 

133 
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Pabiia line. Bamunclee is in much the same state as Katchieekatta. 
One of the Ryots, a Mussulman, told Mr. Mackenzie that the Ryots had 
just one Magistrate (Taylor) sent away, and that they could have got him 
also away, and the man became so insolent that it was only when Mac- 
kenzie threatened to have him tied up and flogged that he became quiet* 

Having heard that the Joyrampore people were endeavouring to 
force my Ryots to join the conspiracy, I hastened to the spot, and found 
that such was really the case. Crowds of Ryots from the Kishnaghur 
District and from the vicinity of Mr. HerscheVs tents had been the day 
before into my Jessore villages, inciting the Ryots to repudiate their 
Indigo contificts. Persuasion \\%s first tried and afterwards threats, 
I rode through many of my Villages, and heard the above from their 
own lips. They v;ere all unanimous in saying to Mr. Soupin and my- 
self that they had no complaint to make against the Factories, that 
they wish to be let alone, and to be allowed to perform what they 
were bound to do and were anxious to do. Some of the Ryots remark- 
ed, however, that I must know tlie ^^rukum^^ of the Bengalees, and that 
it would be impossible for them to hold out against the combination in 
Kishnaghur. I knew this well, and wrote at once to Skinner, asking 
him to come out and prevent an outbreak. Before he could arrive, 
about two hundred of my Talook Ryots came in, one afternoon, to 
Carragoddah and dmauded that I should reduce the rents of their 
jummus. Notice, that they said noihhig about Indigo, but they seemed 
to consider the present state of Kishnaghur a good opportunity to 
deprive me of some of my rights as a Talookdar. I of course refused to 
injure the property of the Proprietors at the dictation of the Ryots. 
They then went to the Kolaporah Thannah, and complained that I wished 
to force them to sow Indigo. The next day the half of the Concern 
was in a ferment. Some of the ringleaders joined with the Kishnaghur 
Ryots paraded the country and endeavoured with some success to 
induce others, well disposed, to join them. Mr. Molony and Mr. Skin- 
ner, however, soon arrived, satisfied themselves of the state of the 
country and of the consequences that might ensue, seized about fifty 
of the ringleaders and sent them to Jessore. Attempts were made to 
rescue the prisoners, but bold measures on Mr. Skinner^s part cowed the 
Byots. In a few days all Was quiet, and the Kishnagnur rascals fell 
back to their strongholds near Mr, HerscheTs Cutcherry* 
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I h^ve written the above to show what a little energy and common 
sense can do. Mr. Skinner and Mr, Molony put an end to an evident 
evil, but I know that they prevented a much more serious one that was 
in embryo. From what I have since heard, I am certain that had it 
not been for the Jessore Magistrates, in six days more Jessore would 
have been up. In all probability Furreedpore would have followed. 
Those who know what different kind of people the Jessore and Furreed- 
pore Ryots are to those of Kishnaghur will agree with me in saying 
that had those Districts risen much mischief might have been done. 
That they would have risen had a Ilcrschel been in Jessore can hardly 
be a matter of doubt, and that they would have done something more 
than insult the Magistrate or burn an Out- Factory or two is certain. 

Well, Jessore is not yet out of danger, for as long as Joyrampore is 
uhquiet there is no saying what may happen, and until Mr, llerschel is 
sent to some ther District Joyramx>ore will not settle down. I have no 
bias against Mr. llerschel. 1 have never seen him, have never had any 
case in his Court, and am not likely to have. But 1 know the Natives' 
idea about him, which is that they will be supported in their passive 
resistance against performing their contracts, and for any overt acts 
they may commit they will be very leniently punished, if they are 
punished at all. Even should Mr. llerschel wish to act with a little 
more severity, it will be long before any good measures of his will have 
any effect. The Ryots think he is afraid of them and therefore Bengalea^ 
like despise him. Even should we sow all our lands we shall not be 
much better off with Mr, Ilerschel's mode of acting, for the Ryots can 
combine to prevent our Coolies, Carts, Boats, &c., from being available, 
and will perhaps do so if a few leading men are not x^uuished as they 
ought to be. It is no doubt the wish of the Government that' the 
present disturbances must be immediately quelled whatever may be done 
hereafter, and to carry out this intention they have in Mr. Herschel the 
very worst instrument they could have. A few days ago a lot of Ryots 
broke up some of White's October, and after a great deal of trouble two 
men were sentenced to one month's imprisonment. Such an order is 
almost an encouragement to break up all the October. ^Skinner and 
Molony for a first act of this kind would have struck such terror into the 
hearts of the evil doers, that the first act w^ould have been the last. 

Now that the bad men (budmashes) of Cyrragoddah have been punish- 
ed, and the Joyrampore instigators have been forced to leave Jessore, my 
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Ryots are going of their own accord to the Magistrate, stating that 
they had of their own free will taken advances from me* They say that 
they wish to sow, and have petitioned the Magistrate to protect them in 
sowing. If Mr* Herschel had been at Jessore, Carragoddah would have 
been closed. 

(Signed) E. Roberts. 

Near IIanskally, ") 

mmAAprinseo. j 


Prom H. Bell, Esq., XJnclor-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division,— (JSTo. 2432, dated the 
14th May 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to forward to you the accompanying letter,* 
with its enclosures, from tlie Secretary to the 
Dated the lotli iiLstaiit. Indigo Planters’ Association, containing certain 
complaints against Mr. Herschel, the Magistrate 

of Nuddea, 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor requests that, in the visit which you 
are about to make to Nuddea, you wdll be good enough to enquire into 
and report upon the several cases mentioned, as well as upon the 
general manner in which Mr. Herschel conducts his business with 
special advertence to these complaints. 


From E. H. Litsiiinoton, Esq., Ofiiciatiug Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 45, dated 
the 7th June 1860.) 

Sir, 

I have the honor of acknowledging the receipt of your letter 
No. 2432, dated 14th ultimo, and in reply to report as follows. 

2. Immediately on my arrival at this Station, I furnished Mr. Herschel 
with a copy of your communication, and its enclosures, now under, 
acknowledgment, desiring him to submit a reply to the various allega- 
tions tfie enclosures contained, and also to forward to me all the cases he 
had decided against the Planters since he had assumed charge of the 
office of Magistrate, and all cases decided by Mr. Maclean when and 

* r ^ 
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Mr. Maclean were in Camp together, one of the charges being that the 
decisions of the latter Officer were unduly regulated at that time by the 
personal influence of Mr. Herschel. 

3. I beg now to submit Mr. HerscheVs reply in original, with en- 
closures. The Lieutenant-Governor will observe that many of the 
charges are so vague and general in their nature, as not to permit Mr* 
Herschel furnishing any direct reply, but on all tangible points the alle- 
gations have been fully and fairly met by him, and his answers are, in 
my humble judgment, entirely satisfactory, 

4. The great and chief grievance brought against Mr. Herschel ap- 
pears to me to be the issue of thePerwannah of the 19th April. As the 
Lieutenant-Governor called for a Special Report on that order, which I 
supplied in my letter of this day^s date. No, 43, it will not perhaps be 
dbemed necessary that I should again enter on •the subject. I would 
only state that I believe the Perwannah to have been a very proper one, 
and one which, if Mr. HerscheVs instructions had been properly obeyed, 
would not have led the Ryots to refuse to sow, or to break up what they 
had sown. 

5. With regard to the cases decided by Mr. Herschel, adverse to the 
Planter personally, or to the interests of his Factory, I beg to assure the 
Lieutenant-Governor that I have gone through them with all care; the 
proceedings in each case display great pains to arrive at the truth, and 
the conclusions at which Mr. Herschel arrived appear, in my opinion, 
to be just and proper. 

6. Of the three cases especially referred to by Mr. Tweedie, I beg to 
enter into short details. One was the complaint of a ploughman, who 
was taken to the Factory because he would not plough ; and though 
pleading he had no longer any connection wuth the Factory, having taken’ 
advances for the Railway, was soundly flogged by the Factory servants. 
The second was a somewhat similar case, the Plaintiff being dragged to 
the Factory and similarly, severely treated. In both cases the charges 
were proved, and the Defendants sentenced to a month^s imprisonment. 

7. If Mr. Tweedie lost, as he said he did, all power and authority 
over his servants in consequence of these orders, he can have nobody 
but himself to blame in not having peremptorily checked such proceed- 
ings, for it is quite obvious, after reading the details of these cases, that 
any Magistrate who dared to overlook such offences, or to treat themi 
less lightly, would be guilty of a very grave, dereliction of duty. 
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8. Ill the third case brought forward by Mr. Tweedie, in which his 
Burkundauz Maraouz Khan was imprisoned for falsely charging cer- 
tain Villagers with having forcibly turned him out of the Cutcherry, I 
think that gentleman has good cause for complaint. The evidence does 
not satisfactorily prove that the Burkundauz had been forcibly ejected, 
but there were quite sufficient grounds for further enquiry, and certainly 
none for at once imprisoning the Plaintiff for having brouglit a false 
charge. 

9. This decision was given by Mr. Maclean, and Mr. Herschel dis^ 
tinctly denies ever having heard of the case before. 

10. In conclusion, I would respectfully observe that I have had 
several opportunities of becoming acquainted with the manner in which 
Mr. Herschel conducts his duties, besides what I have gathered from an 
examination of the records, and I feel sure there js no Officer in Go- 
vernment employ who strives more conscientiously to perform them, or 
who is more keenly anxious to do that which is just between man and 
man, whether the result is likely to be beneficial to the Planter or to the 
Byot. Why he has not succeeded in maintaining the same apparent 
tranquillity in his District, and affording the same satisfaction to the 
Planters residing in it as Mr. Molony has done in Jessore, is, I think, 
partially shown in my letter No. 44, of to-day's date. Besides, it should 
always be remembered when Mr. Herschel assumed charge the aversion 
of the people to the cultivation of Indigo in Kishnaghur, had so uumis- 
takeably showed itself, that in my opinion no measures short of the 
most violent and unjustifiable character could have repressed its further 
exhibition. 

P. S . — The six original enclosures of your letter are returned 
herewith. 


From W. J, HerscueIi, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Nuddea, to the 
Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 171, dated the 4th Juno 
1860 .) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to submit the following replies to the com- 
plaints of Messrs. Hills, Mears and Tweedie, which appear to be all 
that I need answer. Mr, Roberts^ statement is from a Jessore Planter, 
whose name I never heard of, and whose statement in the only case 
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wHich he particularizes ( one of Mr. White's) is evidently quoted on 
hearsay, Mr. Forlong’s letter to Mr. Dodd is a private one, which the 
writer, I am certain, never intended to meet ray eye. If Mr. Forlong 
had intended to make any distinct statements for me to meet, he would 
have framed them for that purpose and have submitted them himself to 
the Association, as was done by the other protesting Members of the 
Meeting. 


Mr. a. Hills. 

Staies that at certain nightly 
meetings of the Ryots false Per- 
wannahs were read out to them, 
and that the chief ringleader of 
this disturbance, Mohesh Chatter- 
jee, was bound over to keep the 
peace, that proof could not be had 
against him except the evidence of 
the Factory servants, but a sensi- 
ble man must have been convinced 
of his guilt, and one with decision 
of character #would have settled 
the whole affair instead of that 
hundreds of ridiculous and false 
complaints against the Factories 
were taken, &c., &c. 

A speech made by Mr. Herschel 
in the Southern part of his Dis- 
trict was then read out to the 
Ryots. It proved very logically 
that if Dhan advances were worked 
off so ought the Indigo ones, but 
^hat it was quite optional to them 
(the Ryots) to perform the latter. 
This clause of the speech and it 
alone was greedily seized upon by 
the Ryots. 


I do not recollect having any 
complaints presented to me against 
Mohesh Chatterjee. If there were 
any at all, they were presented to 
Mr. Maclean, and I do not know 
the result of them. 


It is not stated that all these 
Petitions from the Ryots were 
acted on any more than the com- 
plaints against Mohesh Chatter- 
jee, 

A correct translation of thfe 
speech in question is annexed. It 
was never read except on the occa- 
sion for which it was written. It 
does not contain a single clause of 
the kind described, viz. that it was 
optional with the Ryots to sow or 
not as they liked. 

That when I have been speaking 
to the Ryots about their position 
they have laid greater stress on 
those words which suited them 
than on others is true. But the 
Planters have done the same. In 
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The Eyots told Mr. Taylor in 
my presence that if the other Ma- 
gistrate had not informed them at 
Doorgapoor that it was optional 
for them to fulfil their contracts, 
they would never have quarrelled 
with the Factory. Mr. Taylor^s 
position was therefore embarrass- 
ing, having to imprison Ryots who 
acted on the words of anothir Ma- 
gistrate, whom they well knew to 
be his superior Officer. 

An order on the Police that the 
lands marked for Indigo were not 
to be sown in Paddy was issued. 
It may not have been legal, but it 
was the one solitary act of decision 
displayed by the Authorities of this 
District, and on that account was 
quickly followed by the famous 
Perwannah of the 20lh {19th) 
April, issued by Mr. Herschel, that 
the Indigo lands might be sown in 
Paddy. 


Such disorder then ensued that a 
third Perwannah dated 23rd April, 
was necessary, the purport of which 
was that Paddy must not be sown 
ip. Indigo lands. The only result 


neither case can I be called to 
account except for the words which 
I used, and for this purpose greater 
accuracy should have been observed 
than in quoting this speech against 
me. 

I was never at Doorgapoor. 
Mr. Maclean is probably referred 
to and he is Junior to Mr. Tay- 
lor, and I very much doubt his 
having ever used such an expres- 
sion as quoted. 


An order acknowledged to be 
illegal is characterized as ortc of de- 
cision. An immediate assertion of 
the Law as against such an order 
is blamed. I have already sub- 
mitted to Government a copy of 
tlie Perwannah. Had it been ad- 
dressed to Ryots I would have been 
responsible for the result, but on 
the face of it, it is addressed to the 
Police only who could understand 
it, and was not to be shown to 
Ryots who probably would misun- 
derstand it. It was not my fault 
that it was published. 

I have already submitted both 
Perwannah and Notice to Govern- 
ment. The latter does not prohibit 
the sowing of Paddy in absolute 
terms as was apparently desired. It 
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of this third order is to brin<j the 
Authorities into contempt and to 
make the common people more 
sceptical than ever of any order 
which is in favor of Indigo plant- 
iiur. 


Draws a comparison between the 
tranquillity of Jessore and Pubna, 
and the anarchy of Kishnaghur. 

Mti. Mears^ Complaint. 

Mr. llerschel sent an untruth- 
ful report the 17 th March to 
the Commissioner, in which he to- 
tally misrepresented my conduct 
with regard to the Dood Palte fire 
case, he stating that I showed no 
desire to remove the suspicion of 
the Ryots against the Factory peo- 
ple, whereas I did all \ could to do 
so. I oftered 1,000 Rupees to as- 
certain who was the oftender or 
instigator, I also offered the Ryots 
of this Village Rupees 200 as a 
present, to help them to re-build 
their houses, though they at the 
time were doing their utmost to 
min the Concern. 


merely announces the consequences 
of doing so under the new Law. 

The confidence of thej’ eommon 
people in Government has been 
very severally tried in this Zillah 
during the past three months, but 
I cannot admit that a strict ad- 
herence to the Law has brought 
the authority of Government into 
contempt on the word of a gentle- 
man who, on his own showing, only 
considers those acts entitled to 
respect which are illegally in his 
favor. 

No comparison can be fairly 
draw* Kishnaghur is known to 
have been much more excited than 
either Jessore or Pu])na for several 
months past. 

The Report ’'which I sent up 
rested on the following circum* 
stances which I did not think it 
necessary to detail at the time : — • 
I asked Mr. Mears to come with me 
to the Village, and before starting** 
I asked for and obtained bis con- 
sent to an offer of a reward for the 
discovery of the offender. Mr. 
Mears named Rupees 1,000. On 
meeting the Ryots Mr. Maclean 
and I remained silent as to leave 
the conversation to Messrs. Mears 
and Tweedie and the Ryots. The 
two gentlemen argued long as to 
the impossibility of the Factory 
people having had anything to do 
withthe fire, but without convincinjs: 

184, 
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Yet, in the face of this, Mr, 
Herschel in the same Report 
says Mr, Mears of Lokenath- 
pore refuses any, the slightest con- 


the Ryots. They then, to my 
surprize, said to the Ryots — You 
put in a Razeenamah to sow Indi- 
go and then we’ll build up your 
houses.” This did not tend to re- 
move the suspicion of the Ryots, 
and deeming it almost a threat I 
drew olF, W’hereupon they changed 
the conversation. I then told the 
Ryots of Mr. Mears’ offer of Ru- 
pees 1,000 which seemed to have 
an eflPect, but they said they knew 
the man would never be caught. 
They were behaving so very moder- 
ately and yet so firmly that I could 
not help suggesting to Mr. Mears 
that if he made a straightforward 
and liberal ofier I thought he would 
have them at his feet, Mr. Mears 
after some hesitation ofleicd them 
Rupees 200 and I put in a word 
for him to the Ryots, ^ut the con- 
t^empt with wliich the offer was re- 
ceived was too plain to allow me to 
interfere further, and I left the 
place. Mr. Mears following mo 
and saying that if I thought 
more was necessary he would give 
it. 

I certainly returned with the 
impression that Mr. Mears had 
no desire to remove an unpleasant 
suspicion against himself from the 
minds of the Ryots. 

The sentence quoted referred to 
the settlement of the dispute about 
Indigo only. In saying that Mr. 
Mears refused any concession I 
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cession^ and the Ryots are propor- 
tionately exasperated/^ 


This fire case was grossly exag- 
gerated by Mr. llerscliel, he stat- 
ing in his Report that several hun- 
dred Ryots’ houses were burnt, 
whereas the truth is, only the 
houses of six Ryots, with then* out- 
sheds, were burnt. Tliis shows 
clearly how ready Mr. Hersehel 
is to bring any cliarge against 
the Planter though there may not 
be a shadow of truth in it. Mr. 
Maclean has stated that he did 
not believe the Factdry had any 
thiiiiT to do with it. 


used his own words. He had told 
me that he considered it would be 
certain ruin to him to modify his 
demands on the Ryots in the 
slightest degree. 

I copy my Report on the subject. 
Extract from- my Second Week- 
ly Report, dated the 12th March. 

I have received, since writing 
the above, a note from Mr. Mac- 
lean, reporting a circumstance 
which, unless I can induce the 
Planters to prove their disavowal 
of its origin, may, I much fear, 
complicate matters exceedingly in 
the Blimoorhoodah ^Sub-Division. 
A few nights ago, on the 7th and 
8th, the Village of Dood Patte was 
fired and twenty-eight houses were 
burnt dowm. The circumstances 
leave little room for doubt that'the 
act was one of incendiarism. 
From previous occurrences it is 
natural to attribute it to the asren- 
cy of Lokenathpore Factory. 
This is the conclusion to which the 
Ryots have at once come. Two 
men of low standing indeed, at- 
tached to the Factory, are named 
by tlic Ryots, It is hardly credi- 
ble that any Englishman can have 
given orders for such a deed, but it 
is not impossible that it may have 
been committed for the express 
purpose of inducing an explosion of 
feeling by third parties. I have 
written to Mr. Mears, suggesting 
either the offer of a high reward 
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I would bring to notice ]\Ir. 
Horschcrs Perwatinah of the 19th, 
ill which he desires the Police to 
give the Ryots notice that they 
may sow where and what they like. 


Since that, the Ryots of tta& 
Lokenathpore Concern have sown 
nearly the whole of our Indigo 
lands in Paddy, both Nyzabad as 
well as RyoUce. 


by the Planters for discovery of the 
offender, or if possible, a subscrip- 
tion in favor of the sufferers. 
Unfortunately, the property de- 
stroyed is estimated at Rupees 
5 , 000 /^ 

Til saying that the property was 
estimated at Rupees 5,000, I was 
probably above the mark, I merely 
quoted the Darogah^s report, and 
as I stated that in my opinion, 
which I still hold, the lire was 
caused by third parties on purpose 
to create an explosion of feeling, I 
could liave had no object in ex- 
aggerating the damage. 

The Perwaunah expressly forbad 
the Police to make its contents 
public as it was evident that in 
many cases it might cause the 
Ryots to break the Law. The Police 
were told not to make it public. 
In the Perwannab, addressed to 
the Thannah in which Mr. Mears^ 
Concern lies, the word not Was 
omitted. The fault, I found, lay 
with the Peshkar of my own Office 
who has been dismissed from 
Government employ in consequence. 

Mr. Tweedie, Mr. Mears^ As- 
sistant, told me that very few of 
his Rybts had taken cash advance 
this year. They were not, there- 
fore, bound to sow Indigo under 
the new Law. As to the Ryots 
sowing Nyzabad land with rice, I 
don’t believe one of them would 
attempt to take his Landlord’s 
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Mr. Tweedif/s Complaint 

Kegarding Mr. Ilerseliers coii- 
dnct since he took charge of the 
Nudclea District. 

Since Mr. IlersclieVs aiTivail, 
Mr. Maclean lias decided every 
case in the most partial manner. 
In all these decisions Mr. [Maclean 
must have been directed by Mr. 
Herschel as he was most part of 
the time with him in the Mofussil. 

Especially in the case of Momraz 
Khan, who was turned forcibly out 
of my Cutcherry by the Villagers, 
and who, for complaining of the 
same, was imprisoned for one month. 

Also in the case of Gopal Sheik, 
a ploughman of my own, whose 
complaint against the Factory ser- 
vants, though it may have been 
very slightly founded on fact, was 
in substance false. One of the De- 
fendants in this case was imprison- 
ed for one month, 


really private lands. These so call- 
ed Nyzabad lands are stated by the 
Kyots to be ^ only so far as that 
the Planter takes possession of 
them from the Ryots and works 
them Nyzabad himself for one 
season. I do not know whether 
this is true, but I observe that as 
both Nyzabad and Ryottec are 
called '^our Indigo lands^^ it is 
quite possible that the former may 
belong to the Ryot as much as the 
latter. The Ryots claim theuL 
both as Ryottee land. 


I can only enter a simple denial 
to* this cliarge. 

I do not know the result of half 
a dozen cases tried by Mr. Maclean 
during my visit to Daraoorhoodah. 

I do not recollect hearing of this 
case before. I have sent for it 
from Damoorhoodah, and it will be 
sept to you with the other cases 
cHled for. I certainly never in- 
terfered in the conduct of it. 

I remember this case well and 
the following one. In both, the 
Defendants were very leniently 
punished by Mr. Maclean in my 
opinion. 
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Also lo the case of Chuiidcr 
Malta, whose couipluiut against 
the Factory servant# and parties 
amicable to the Factory, was made 
at the same time, and which 1 be- 
lieve to be utterly false. In this 
case three Defendants were im- 
prisoned for one mouth each. 


Complains of having been called 
eight miles through the sun to 
give evidence in the alcove cases, 
though not cited as a witness^lly 
either side. 


There being no Judge in Kish- 
naghur at the time appeals against 
these orders wore presented to the 
Native Officer in charge who 


Mr. Maclean reported them in 
his Weekly Report as follows:-— 
On one recent occasion 1 have 
reason to believe that the firmness 
of a single Burkundauze prevented 
a disturbance at Jjokenatbpore. 
A Villager had been summoned to 
the Factory to continue his daily 
work, wliich, since the present 
difference between the Factory and 
the Village, he had discontinned. 
Having gone to the Factory he 
was severely thrashed by two men. 
One of them has been sentenced to 
imprisonment for a month, the 
other acquitted for want of suffi- 
cient proof. Another old man was 
immediately afterwards literally 
dragged to the Factory, there 
beaten and finally released by the 
Burkundauze who prevented the 
Villagers, already assembled, from 
resorting to violence, and volun- 
teered to release the man from the 
Factory. The case is now under 
trial.^^ 

Mr. Twcedic having denied the 
charge against his servants except 
that one of the Plaintiffs was 
slightly beaten, and having stated 
that he was at the Factory himself 
at the time, I suggested that he 
should give his evidence on oath. 
I certainly never thought that I 
was doing him injustice in doing so. 

The Principal Sadder Ameen 
gave orders that if it seemed pro- 
per, bail should be taken from the 
prisoners, in not only this case, but 
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referred to Mr. Herschel for iustruo- 
tions. It can be imagined with 
wJiat success the reference was at- 
tended. 


Regarding the Dood Patte fire, 
surely ere this a more charitable 
conclusion has been arrived at than 
that which was at first drawn from 
the exaggerated report concerning 
it given by Mr. Herschel. A 
more prejudiced and misrepresented 
report could not be conceived, more 
especially now, as it appears from the 
report of the Magistrate solely 
responsible for the enquirj', that 
not only was there no accusation 
made by the Ryots but not the 
most remote suspicion remained in 
his mind as to the culpability of 
the Factory people^. 

Complains of the particular 
manner in which Mr. Herschel 
called the attention of the Ryots 
to the circumstances under which 
Chey would not have to sow Indigo. 


in every case of appeal. The 
prisoners being in my estimation 
guilty, it was not to be expected 
that I should release them on bail. 

I pass over some personal mat- 
ters which are so vaguely alluded 
to that I could hardly do atiy good 
by enteringpn them. But in stat- 
ing that I have charged him with 
an untruth, I should have gladly 
seen the occasion more precisely 
described by Mr. Tweedie, that I 
might have denied it in a way to 
satisfy himself. Whatever Mr. 
Tweedie's character may be, want 
of straightforward intentions and 
speech is not one of his faults. 

See reply to Mr. Hears" com- 
plaint. 

I have never altered *my opinion 
or expressed any other, that the 
fire was caused by third parties for 
the express purpose of making the 
Ryots believe that the Factory had 
set the Village on fire. But I 
think it was natural for the Ryots 
under the circumstances to suspect 
the Factory. They said they had 
presented a petition in the morn- 
ing%gainst the Factory, and that 
in the night the Village was set 
on fire which there is no doubt 
whatever that it was. 

Knowing this to be the case, I 
warned the Ryots before the new 
Law was brought into Council that 
it might come. On the copy 
of the Government Notification 
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The latter part of the Govern- 
raent Orders, when it spoke of 
punishment should they break con- 
tracts, was hardly listened to. 


Complains of the reversal of Mr. 
Maclean^s order as having been 
sent direct through the Police OI&- 
cers of these Thannahs instead of 
allowing it to pass through Mr. 
Maelean^s Office, thus lowering 
Mr. Maelean^s authority, &c., &c. 


received on the 17th of March, I 
noted on it what I intended to say 
in the evening to the Ryots. I en- 
close the original, and have only to 
say that I neither added nor 
omitted a word in reading it out 
in Bengalee. 

The Perwannah of the 19 th 
made no allusion to Mr. Maclean^s 
orders. It was a Circular to all 
Darogahs, and was sent through 
the Sub-Divisional Magistrate. 
In Mr. Maclean’s case I wrote to 
him demi-officially to correct his 
error himself. lie met the duty 
fairly, acknowledged his mistake 
and cancelled his own order while 
forwarding the Circular to the 
Darogah, 


After reading out the order of the L'miienanU Governor on the Jogranqwre 

Petition, 

From this order of the Lieutenant-Governor’s just now read, you will 
plainly understand that as Government has nothing to do with the 
cultivation of Paddy so it has no objection to the sowing of Indigo, if a 
Ilyot takes Paddy from a Mohajun and consents to repay the same at 
the end of the year, then he is bound to give it. If he do not and a de- 
cree is executed upon the Ryot it is known to all what trouble he is 
subjected to. In Indigo the case is the same, some persons have 
taught you that Government determined to put a stop to Indigo culti- 
vation and have thereby persuaded you to break the contract you have 
made, therefore I tell you beforehand that they who l^ve thus persuaded 
you are causing your loss to gain there own end. Now you have com- 
plained to Government. Hear what the Government says. 

2. Since my stay here I have clearly seen that amongst you who 
complain there are many who have taken advances for this year, to them 
I plainly say, sow Indigo according to your contract, if you do not^ 
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Government will know and I will know that you have laid these com- 
plaints in order to steal the advances which you have taken. I will 
stay here for a few years, and see well how the Indigo Planters and 
Byots deal and it will be seen from their as well as your conduct who 
has been in the wrong. You now complain to me that the land which 
you have cultivated for Paddy the Sahib himself is about to sow Indigo 
in it, regarding this complaint, I tell you and the Sahibs that they shall 
not be allowed to do so. If you have taken advances to sow Indigo in 
your lands it is you who ought to sow Indigo in that land, and it is you 
who are bound to do so. Although the Sahib himself will not be al- 
lowed to sow Indigo in that land yet it is not thereby meant that he 
may not go to see the cultivation of the land or the Indigo crop. 
Certainly he may go. In two or three instances I have seen that on his 
going near the land you pelt him with clods, this is great folly on your 
part. I have punished some persons for that offence while I am here ; 
now I again tell you that you all will suffer great loss by committing 
such crimes, I shall send the Military Police into that Village whose 
inhabitants again unjustly beat a Sahib. 

Now I wish to tell you another word. The Lieutenant-Governor has 
stated in his letter that if any one has a complaint to make let him go 
to a Hakim, I am come here for the protection of both parties, if you 
have any complaint lay it direct before me, but you must specify the 
particular matter of which you complain, vague assertions are only su- 
perfluous, for instance; — ^^The Sahib is doing great oppression,^^ such a 
complaint gives you the trouble of your journey and nothing more. If 
oppression is committed upon any person let that person come and tell 
me then I can hear him. 

After a few days a Hakim will come and stay here, all may prefer 
their complaints to him, he will do justice to all. 


(True Translation,) 

W. J. HERSCHEIi. 


A* 5.~*-The translation published in the Tlufknfd Newspaper from 
a Bengalco copy which I gave to Mr. Larmour, the word see^^ is 
changed into " Superintendent,” a very di£Fere:at thing. 


135 
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cwsit? « jflejw * i icwjti ®9r c»r«jjl- 

JiTci^^r ^w^c^nr JilStcor c?r ' g^ ty i 

£W*t c^ c5WT?r ?:tt?r»1^c9r?r iicst c?rf*R 
’3ri%£|t¥ 'St^l ^1%^? «WP ^^UtaC C55l^\ ’ttw 

%4S c?rr?? ft«tjrarc*r -ii-srs sstst? ^(t¥rc^ « ^ c?rr*R ISfy^- 
»!T?: -Q j}Tc^1^?r?r 

35^ !5T^ 'SRTtinSCi^ ''fttjrr? C5^ ^^C9f ’«lT?J«11 'SWlT 

i?c?r?[ <>rCTF 3 *#c;tjp 4|£W? '^rsi^fsp wqrdfk w 1% si^Pt?- jmrr- 
5ff^ "sit^^rj isriTi lii 31^ sis^iR ^sfri -s '^njiro 
^5T5l «R«ibjc«&?: sT^l^t ^1 ^vKir vnt *>rcjair imn 

stW ^ 3rl^« £t«t%:«r?: -fl^re 3TT*a ^?e ch ^ 

5i-6-5ri ;d «iQTri « cirt^i^r ;n ^1 

»iK?r CJT mrs' 3P's6Tf'<rf5 me? -ii^\ ssrit? jnr^r 

mw anit? mm? «t?i? ??Tirai l%8 m? ??t?5i !5t?t?^«f? £fc?tiR 

m? sn 53!Tf^ >«?? ??Tf% ?Tt?c5?i ?tc? « ’mmi 

sr^^ff ?? ?c? mr% c? ^39! ^f?5 '8rg;?T#tm?T?i i 

c?c3p^?t ^ mwtw I 

That is the order of Government, take care lest if Government sm 
that yon make engagements and then break them, it should send out 
a.new order. Now yon can be decreed in the Civil Court. But many 
people say that you cheat because you do not fear this, and that a new 
Law should be made by which if you break your advances you may be 
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punished hy the Magistrate^ and they have asked the Lieutenant- 
Governor to make such a Law. Take care what you do this year. If 
you cheat the Factory now, those who say yon ought to be punished 
will have a right to be heard by the Government. 

The Lord Sahib says — 

<5t?i7n ^l?in 5ft* 'srg^tcir ^ 

'415'^ f5imTcinr «rf5®r?r c®t«tj 

Perhaps the fruit may be that such a Law will be made. It depends 
upon your conduct. 


From A. R. Young, Ei^. Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
the Secretary to tM Indigo Planters’ Association,~(No. 8173, 
dated the 13th June 1860.) 


Sr», 

I AM directed by the 

To Officiating Commissioner of Nnddea, 
Ko. 2432, dated 14th ultimo. 

From Officiating Couimissi^er of Nud- 
dea, No* 45, dated 7th instant, with en- 
closures* 


Lieutenant-Governor to forward to you 
a copy of the correspondence noted on 
the margin, relative to the complaints 
brought against the proceedings of Mr. 
Herschel, the OlSciating Magistrate of 
Nuddea, by certain Indigo Planters in 


that District, which were submitted to Government with your letter 


dated the 10th ultimo. 


2. In that communication the Association represent that Mr Her- 
Bchel has not the necessary decision of character and soundness of judg- 
ment necessary to deal with the excited state of the people of Nuddea ; 
referring in proof to instances related in the several communications to 
them from Nuddea Planters, which they append, on which communica- 
tions they remark that they have entire confidence in the correctness of 
the facts stated ; and to the general fact that the neighbouring Indigo 
Districts of Jessore and Pubna are perfectly quiet, in contradistinction 
to Nuddea, which it is intended to argue is not so ; and they ask Go- 
vernment, as a question of policy and expediency, considering the excited 
st^ite of the people of Nuddea, to place another Magistrate in charge 
df that District. 
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8. Although, from what he had seen of Mr. IlcrschePs proceedings 
both in Arrah and Nuddca, the Lieutenant-Governor had been led to 
form a very different opinion of Mr. HerschePs official character. He 
thought it right to have these complaints thoroughly investigated, with 
reference to the request of the Indigo Planters’ Association, to whose 
views it is his wish on all occasions to give the fullest and fairest consi- 
deration in his power. Mr. Lushington’s report andiMr. HerschePs ex- 
planation, herewith forwarded, are the result of the orders issued upon 
the application of the Committee. 

4. The Lieutenant-Governor will advert first to such of the instances 
referred to as are sufficiently specific to enable a conclusion to be formed 
upon them. 

5. The first instance is brought forward by Mr. Hills, of Kachec- 
khattah, who speaks of a disturbance” which commenced in his quar- 
ter, which so-called disturbance, however, it i^pparent, was no more 
than an attempt of the Ryots to combine against cultivating Indigo any 
more under the existing system. The person designated as the ring- 
leader of this disturbance, who should have been called, if the suspicion 
against him is true, the leader of the attempted combination, was bound 
over to keep the peace. It is admitted that there was no evidence of 
anything against this man, or at least that there was no admissible and 
credible evidence of any thing against him ; but tlie charge against Mr, 
Herschcl is that he did not nevertheless send him as a prisoner into the 
Station. Now it is clear that, iiiuler the circumstances, a just Magis- 
trate could not have convicted the man of anything, or sentenced him to 
any punishment, or kept him under confinement for further evidence of 
nvliich it is not said there was any expectation. The charge against Mr. 
Herschel is, therefore, either that he did not commit an injustice, which 
is a charge not to be received ; or that he did not stretch his powers be- 
yond the Law, by making this man a quasi State Prisoner. Possibly, if 
there had been any disturbance, or any likelihood of any such disturbance 
as a bond to keep the peace would not prevent, there might have been an 
opening for the discussion of this last question. But there was no such 
disturbance or likelihood of one. And to accuse a Magistrate of unfit- 
ness for his duty, because he will not prostitute his powers by unlawfully 
imprisoning one party in a private disagreement about a commercial 
trausaction, in order to the profit of the other party in that disagree- 
ment, is to evince a mistaken conception of the duty of the executive 
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administration under Her Majesty's Government, all whose subjects in 
every quarter of the world are equally free and have equal rights, 

6. After all it seems probable that it is the act or omission 
of Mr. Maclean, not of Mr. Herschel, that is impugned, as Mr. 
Herschel does not recollect having had Mohesh Chatterjee's case before 
him. 


7. Mr. Hills mentions a speech made by Mr. Herschel in the South- 
ern part of the District, which was read in his quarter, wherein Mr. 
Herschel proved very logically that if advances for Dhan were worked 
off, so ought Indigo ones, hut that it was quite optional to them (the Ryots) 
to perform the latter)^ The enclosed copy of the speech in question will 
show that Mr. Hills was misinformed, as it does not contain anything 
like the words underlined in the last part of the above sentence. Mr, 
Herchel's exposition to the Ryots of their rights and obligations in res- 
pect of Indigo, as well as in other respects, it will be seen, was perfectly 
correct and unobjectionable. 

8. As Mr. Herschel was never at Doorgapoor, it is clear that the 
imputation of misleading Ryots there, founded on what Mr. Hills heard 
Ryots tell Mr. Tayler, can have no bearing on Mr. Herschel. 

9. Mr. Hills complains that an order issued by a young Officer sub- 
ordinate to Mr, Herschel, which may not have been legal," but was 

the one solitary act of decision displayed by the Authorities" of Nud- 
dea, was cancelled by Mr. Herschel, who issued an order that the In- 
digo lands might be sown with Rice ; to remedy which a third order to 
the contrary became necessary, the effects of all which, in unsettling the 
minds of the Ryots, were very bad. Mr. Mcars, Mr. Forlong, and Mr. 
Tweedie all rely also strongly on this matter, praising the original order, 
and blaming Mr. HerschePs cancelment of it. 


10, Mr, Herschel is not responsible for the original order, which was 
to the effect that lands marked by the Planter for Indigo were not to be 
sown in Paddy. Such an order to the Police could not possibly be 
allowed to remain in force. It was not only wholly illegal, but it was 
flagrantly unjust. It would have made the Indigo Planters the absolute 
judges of whether Ryots should or should not sow Rice at a profit or 
Indigo at a loss on their own lands. Any Magistrate or Police Officer, 
or other person, acting upon it, would have been liable to an action of 
damages. In any affray arising out of an attempt to enforce it, in which 
ios$ of life or other serious personal injury occurred, the position of any 
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one acting upon it would have been very serious^ to whatever Law or 
Criminal Court such person might be amenable. Mr. Hersehel had no 
other course open to him but to annul the order. He instructed Mr. 
Maclean to do in his own Sub-division ; and he issued a general reme* 
dial order to the Police Darogahs of the District, which he prudently 
directed not to be made public lest it should be misunderstood by Ryots, 
and which was not and was not likely to be misunderstood by the only 
persons to whom it was addressed, who were specially instructed to keep 
it to themselves. 

11. By what seems to have been a clerical error in the Magistrate's 
Office, and either intentional or unintentional mismanagement on the 
part of a Darogah of Police, this Perwannah in one Thannah teas pub- 
lished and was misunderstood ; and consequently, from due regard to the 
interests of the Planters ^ Mr. Hersehel found it necessary to correct that 
misunderstanding by the publication of a notice. As the correction of a 
misunderstanding leading immediately to the injury of the Planter, and 
eventually to that of the Ryot also, this notice was necessary and proper, 
and the Indigo Planters^ Association would doubtless be the last party to 
object to it. The circumstances which made such a notice necessary are 
certainly to be regretted. The whole thing was one of those untoward 
accidents that must be occasionally expected in public affairs. But Mr. 
Hersehel was throughout blameless. The persons to blame were the 
young Officer who issued the first order, but for whose error of judg- 
ment and undue assumption of authority there would have been nothing 
to correct, and the Native Officers who caused the publication that did 
all the mischief. 

1|, This occurrence is the one on which most stress has been laid by 
those who accuse Mr. Hersehel of unsteadiness in his object and line of 
conduct. Looking at the orders themselves, and at Mr. Her^chePs con- 
cern with them, the Lieutenant-Governor is of opinion that no blame 
whatever can fairly be attached to him in the matter. There is nothing 
unsteady in an Officer whose duty it is to follow the straight line of law 
and justice himself, and to endeavour to make two opposite parties observe 
the same line, correcting from time to time, as occasion requires, the 
contrary errors of both parties. 

13. Mr. Mears accuses Mr. Hersehel of an unfair bias against the 
Planters in deciding the cases in which they have been parties. This 
complaint is supported by no reference to any particular cases, and its 
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jildtice is fully disproved by the result of the Commissioner’s revisidil of 
Mr. HerschePs decisions, which will be mentioned below. 

14* Mr, Hears alleges that Mr. Herschel made an untruthful report 
in regard to Mr. Hears’ conduct in the case of the fire in the village of 
Dood Puttee ; and that he showed prejudice in making an exaggerated 
report of the destruction caused by that fire. Mr. Herschel’s explana* 
tion refutes this charge. Whether Mr. Herschel’s impression was right 
or wrong, the charge that his report was untruthful is entirely unsup- 
ported. After reading the statements of both gentlemen, the Lieute- 
nant-Governor is of opinion that Mr. Herschel cannot fairly be charged 
with prejudice, either for thinking, rightly or wrongly, that Mr. Hears 
did not take the best way of disabusing the Ryots of their unfounded 
suspicion, or for adopting the report of the Darogah as to the amount 
of the damage done, though that amount does now appear to have been 
exaggerated. 

15. Mr. Forlong objects to Mr. Herschel that he signed the copy of 
his Perwannah in which the word not” was omitted, without having 
it read to him. It is impossible to hold a Magistrate responsible for the 
accuracy to a word of every copy of an order prepared in his Ofiice for 
issue to the several Thannahs. 

16. Mr. Tweedie accuses Mr. Herschel in general terms of prejudice 
against the Planters. He mentions that he gave to Mr. Grote a list of 
some of the cases to which he alludes. The Lieutenant-Governor has 
received from Mr. Grote but one report of a case in which he thought an 
error had been made by Mr. Herschel, and in that case the error was in 
favor of the Planter. 

17. The present Commissioner, Mr. Lushington, has gone with 
great care through all the cases decided by Mr. Herschel against the 
Factory ; and he thus reports the^result : — ** The proceedings in each 
case display great pains to arrive at the truth, and the conclusions at 
which Mr. Herschel arrived appear in my opinion to be just and 
proper.” Considering the difficulties of the position, and the excitement 
of all parties in these cases, a more satisfactory conclusion, and 
one more honorable to Mr. HerschePs official character, could 
not be. 

18. Mr. Tweedie now specifies three cases, which have all been exa- 
mined carefully by Mr. Lushington. None of these, however, were 
decided by Mr. Herschel. 
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19. The first of these is that of Muinraz Khan, Burkundauz. This 
case was decided by Mr. Maclean. Mr. Herschel never before heard of 
it. The assumption that Mr. Maclean was guided in his decision by 
Mr. Herschel, on which Mr. Tweedie lays on Mr. Herschel the respon- 
sibility foi^ Mr. Maclean^s decisions in this and other cases, appears to be 
wholly unfounded. Mr. Lushington^s review shows that this case was 
overhastily decided by Mr. Maclean on insufficient evidence ; but Mr. 
Herschel had nothing to do with the matter. 

20. The other two cases were instances of great, and to all appear- 
ance habitual oppression on the part of Mr. Tweedie^s Factory servants. 
One of these was that of a ploughman, who was seized and soundly 
flogged^^ by the Factory servants, because he would not plough for the 
Factory, the man^s reason being that he had no longer any connexion 
with the Factory, and had taken advances to work on the Railway, The 
other was a similar case occurring immediately after the first, in which 
the man was dragged to’^ the Factory and there beaten He was re- 
leased by a Burkundauz, who thereby prevented a tumult, as the villa- 
gers had assembled to release the poor man by force from the Factory. 
It appears to the Lieutenant-Governor that the punishment of amonth^s 
imprisonment was too lenient, considering the intrinsic gravity of these 
cases — the habit presumable from their occurrence one immediately after 
the other, and the apparent absence of all endeavours to prevent such 
misdemeanors on the part of those in whose interests they are 
committed. 

21. After thus carefully going into all the tangible charges, it must 
be pronounced that Mr. HerscheVs proceedings have, been entirely 
unobjectionable. On the other hand, the industry and patience, the 
intelligence and zeal, and the strong and unfailing love of justice which 
this Officer has shown under giNiat difficulties, are in the highest 
degree honorable ^to him. None of the cases mentioned tend to 
prove a want of decision or of soundness of judgment in Mr. 
Herschel. 

22. The Lieutenant-Governor will next proceed to examine the 
general ground on which Mr. HerschePs transfer is recommended, 
namely, the alleged contrast, to the disadvantage of Nuddea, of the state 
of Jessore and Pubna as compared with the state of Nuddea, Mr. 
HerschePs D^trict, It is said that Jessore and Pubna are perfectly 
quiet, and that in them the sowings are completed. 
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a3. On tlie point of quietness the Lieutenant-Governor remarks that, 
as a matter of fact, all the reports show that no such contrast exists. 
The people of Nuddea have been perfectly quiet. The tranquillity of 
the District has been undisturbed, though the feelings of the people in a 
matter of intense interest to them have been violently excited, and 
many of them have suffered severely under the late Indigo Act. This 
speaks highly of the success of the arrangements made, and of Mr. 
IlerchePs management. There have been violent outbreaks in Moor- 
shedabad and Pubna, but nothing of the sort in Nuddea. The patient 
and peaceful behaviour of the villagers in Nuddea, under the circum- 
stances, has been remarkable, and is e(|ually creditable to them and to 
the District Authorities. 

24. On the point of the completion of the sowings, it is to be re- 
marked that this is not a matter in which the Magistracy and Police 
are primarily or mainly responsible. It is not under their control. 
It depends on the relations of the two parties concerned, the Planters 
and the Ryots, neither of whom can be forced by any Police process to 
do what they do not wish to do, and even in this respect the contrast is 
not wholly unfavorable to Nuddea. In a part of the Moorshedabad 
District, where the oppression of a favorite Factory Gomshtah, whom no 
complaints would induce his master to remove, was perhaps more in- 
tolerable than in any similar case in Nuddea, the Lieutenant-Governor 
is led to believe that the determined refusal to cultivate Indigo has been 
even more strongly shown than in any part of Nuddea. And it was in 
Nuddea that the violent feeling lately shown against Indigo Planting 
first displayed itself. So long ago as in August last petitions were re- 
ceived from Ryots ef Nuddea complaining of the oppression of certain 
Factories, and the impunity of those who committed it : and this feeling 
which had not then shown itself in other Districts had^risen to a great 
height, and had commenced to show itself in a threatened refusal to 
cultivate in that District long before Mr. HerschePs arrival in it. That 
gentleman did not take charge of Nuddea till the 20th of February last, 
when a crisis was already inevitable. Indeed it was because of the 
open and declared discontent with the Indigo system there that Mr, 
Herschel, who had shown himself in Shahabad capable of doing good 
service, was selected for the office he holds. It would be, therefore, in 
the highest degree unreasonable and unjust to blame Herschel 
because the quarrel between Planters and Ryots is more decidedly 
manifested in Nuddea than in Jessore and Pubna, 
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25. So far as the Law warrants the iuterfereiico of the Magistracy 
in inducing Ryots to fulfil their contracts, or in awarding damages for 
non-fulfilment, there is certainly no just ground of complaint against 
Mr. Herscliel on the side of the Planters. No pains had been spared 
by him in endeavouring to persuade the Nuddea Ryots who ought to 
cultivate to do so. Some hasty and erroneous orders have been passed 
by Mr. HerscheVs Subordinate OlTicers, and have been brought to the 
Lieutenant-Governor^s notice by the Commissioner, who has been 
directed to be very watchful ; but with the exception of the case of 
Mumraz Khan, Burkundauz, above mentioned, all the errors thus brought 
to his notice have been on the side of the Planter. In one case only 
has a proceeding of Mr. Ilerschel been questioned by the Commissoner, 
in which, as above observed, the error was against the Ryot in favor of 
the Planter. 

20. The Lieutenant-Governor is not at liberty to judge merely from 
the complaints of dissatisfied parties in Civil and Criminal suits. lie 
has received complaints of the Nuddea Magistrates from both sides, and 
this circumstance docs not lead him to infer partiality or prejudice on 
either side, in Mr. IlerschePs general management. It is now a fact 
judicially established, and whilst in many cases Ryots under legal obli- 
gation refused to cultivate, in many cases endeavours to force Ryots to 
cultivate who are not under legal obligation to do so, liave been made. 
It is to Mr IlcrscliePs lasting honor that, whenever no compromise was 
possible, he did his best to carry into ellect the design of the Law, by 
discriminating between these two classes of cases, and to do justice, 
between man and man according to the evidence in each case that was 
forced by both parties to trial. In so doing he must often have dis- 
pleased both parties ; but he has done his duty in accordance with jus- 
tice and law, and he deserves all the credit and support the Governmdht 
can give him. 

27. On these grounds, and in concurrence with the opinion of the 
Commissioner of the Division, after having given his best attention to 
the application of the Indigo Planters^ Association, the Lieutenant- 
Governor, with every respect for that body, is unable to act upon their 
recommendation, by removing Mr. Ilerschel from the office of Magis- 
trate of Nuddea. 



No. LI. 


From A. U. Youngi, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Ofliciating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 2285, dated the 
Btli May 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed hy the Lieutenant-Governor to request that you 
will be so good as to submit a Report on the manner in which the 
Jessore Magistrates have tried the Indigo cases in that District, The 
Report is called for in consequence of published complaints alleging 
that Ryots have been convicted and punished in Jessore on extremely 
Insufficient evidence. The Lieutenant-Governor has every expectation 
that these complaints will be found, on enquiry, to be quite unfounded ; 
but there is nothing before him on record to show that this is the case. 
The Lieutenant-Governor is therefore anxious to have a Report from 
you on the subject after you have gone carefully into several of the 
cases. 

2. With reference to an article in the Ifindoo Patriot of 5th May, 
(a copy of which accompanies,) the Lieutenant-Governor desires that 
you will report, after enquiry, on the allegation therein made that Mr, 
Molony confined for a considerable time large numbers of men in a 
small brick godown, belonging to a Factory, for want of bail, required 
on grounds not explained. 

8, A full report is also called for on the case of the Joyrampore 
Mullicks remarked upon in the’samc article. The Lieutenant-Governor 
has a full expectation that in this case as in all others the Magistrates* 
proceedings will prove to have been proper, but the statement in the 
paper in question seems to demand attention, because the same article 
contains a siniilarly inculpatory statement of another case, namely 
the unlawful sentence of a Mooktear in Nuddea, by Mr. Betts, 
which official reports have shown to be, unfortunately, too well 
founded. 
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From E. IL Ltjshingtok, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 48, dated 
the 8th June 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor of acknowledging the receipt of your letter 
No. 2285, dated 8th ultimo, and in reply to report as follows, on the 
several matters to which it refers 

1, The alleged charge that Ryots have been convicted and punished 
in Jessore under Act XI. on extremely insufficient evidence. 

2. I regret to report tliat, after a careful examination of the Records 
of numerous eases from both Jessore and Kislinaghur, there are just 
Ibundations for this grievous reproach. I beg, however, to state in 
palliation that, when this Law was first introduced, there appears to havo 
been a general impression that the proceedings wore- to be as summary 
as possible, and consequently documents were taken as valid, accounts 
admitted as correct, and evidence received as sufficiently trustworthy, 
which, on a more ^mature and careful examination, would have been 
rejected as utterly worthless. Officers are now however better 
acquainted with what is required of them, and have accordingly taken 
more pains to form just and correct decisions. 

II. That Mr. Molony confined for a considerable time large number 
of persons in a small brick godown belonging to a Factory for want of 
bail required on grounds not explained. 

3. The information afforded by Mr. Molony on this matter in the 
two accompanying communications is, I think, satisfactory. He explains 
that the defendants were Prisoners who were implicated in cases which 
had to do with the disturbed state of the country when Mr. Skinner 
first came to Kalopole, and were in hajut in default of finding security 
for their attendance. Mr. Molony shows that the men were treated not 
only properly, but with some indulgence, and that the accommodation 
which was given in the Factory was ample for the greatest number that 
ever was confined there. 

III. The case of the Joyrampore Mullicks. 

4. This is not a case under Act XI. but two separate cases instituted 
on 12th and 22nd March ; in one a Takeedgeer of Mr. Hears was 
plaintiff, and in the other a petty Talookdar, also connected with Mr# 
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Meats. The charge in both cases was of the same nature, viz.y that 
the Mullicks had come out of the Kishnaghur District, where they have 
their homes, into the Jessort* District, and there threatened the plain- 
tiffs with personal violence if^they refused to join their party nn a 
combination against the cultivation of Indigo. The defendants were 
summoned through the Darogah, and when brought before the Magis- 
trate were required to give 200 and not 400 Rupees security for their 
personal attendance. They were subsequently found guilty by Mr. 
Molony of being likely to cause a breach of the peace, by forbidding 
people with threats to sow Indigo, and sentenced by him, under Act 
V. of 1848, to enter into their own recognizances into the sum of 
Rupees 200 each, to keep the peace for the space of one year. 

5. I have perused the proceedings of both these cases, and tliink 
the evidence in support of the charges quite unworthy of credit. In- 
deed, the two cases bear the appearance of having been trumped up by 
the plaintiffs, for the purpose of getting a number of people out of the 
way who were otherwise likely to prove an impediment to the well 
being of Mr. Mears’ Factories in that part of the country. The 
defendants, however, had the right of appeal to the Sessions Judge, 
which they do not seem to have exercised. 

V. 5. — The return of the original enclosures is requested when no 
longer required. 


From E. W. Molont, Esq., Magistrate of Jessore, to tho Oiliciating Com- 
missioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. C4, dated tlie 15th May 1860.) 

Sia, 

I HAVE tho honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 83Ct., dated the 10th instant, forwarding a copy of the Hindoo 
Pairioi Newspjq^er, dated the 5th idem, and calling upon me for an 
explanation of the allegation contained in a letter of one*of its anony- 
mous Correspondents. 

2. The Correspondent commences by stating that I have chosen for 
my Hajut a small old brick godown of the Factory, capable of accom- 
modating at the most ten or fifteen persons. The real truth is that, on 
my arrival at Soobdee on the 24th of March, the Uajut Prisoners were 
accommodated in a Bengalee house which was on the 28th represented to 
me by the Nazir as not affording sufficient accommodation for them. 
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They were therefore transferred not to a small brick godown of the 
Factory but to the dwelling house of the Soobdoe Factory, containing 
three rooms and ample accommodation for the greatest number that 
ever. was confined there. As there is no^ Bazar at Soobdee this building 
was the only one available. On the 28th, the day on which the Hajut 
was moved to the Factory, the number confined was fifty-eight. The 
previous day it was forty-six. The men were those implicated in cases 
which had to do with the disturbed state of the country when Mr. 
Skinner first came to Kaloopole and were in Hajut in default of finding 
the necessary security for their attendance. On the 30th of March a ^ 
Guard from Lieutenant Howard’s Detachment of Goorkhas was placed 
over the Prisoners, who on that day only numbered sixteen. The 
statement of the Newspaper Correspondent to the effect that they were 
only allowed to breathe the air twice a day and were subjected to the , 
insulting language and blows of the Peons, is in direct opposition to the 
truth. The Prisoners were in charge of a Goorkha Guard and were 
daily in attendance at my Cutcherry where they remained all day in the 
open air under the shade of trees. They were besides of course allowed 
to cook and eat their meals. 

3. It is true that several defendants in cases petitioned with others 
that they wished to leave the confederation which had been got up and 
prayed for protection against those who had been intimidating them 
by threats and otherwise to join. These men formed but a very small 
proportion of those who did thus petition, and there is nothing wonder- 
ful in their joining in them. The Petitions that were made on this 
subject were given perfectly voluntarily. To show you the falsity of 
» March 28 th 68 allegations, I give you the number of Prisoners* 

„ 29 th 40 confined for the first four days that the Factory dwell- 

„ 31st 24 ing house was occupied, from which it will be seen 

that the number did not daily increase. I had not a single complaint 
of any mal-treatment or indignity to which any Prisoner was subjected. 
On the contrary every liberty was allowed to them, consistent with safe 
custody even to allowing those who professed to be keeping the Bumzan 
fast to cook at night. 

4f. The matter of the Joyrampore case, alluded to in another paragraph 
of the libellous, and an authenticated letter of the Newspaper Corr^- 
pondci(||I have answered in a separate letter which accompanies the 
records of the cases. 
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5. I beg to return the copy of tbe Piiper received with your 
letter now under answer. The 1st paragraph of your letter has ibecii 
answered yesterday. 

From E* W. Molony, Esq., Magistrate of Jessore, to the Officiating Commis- 
sioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 5Ct, dated the 15th May 1860.) 

SlE, 

I HAVE the honor herewith to forward the Records* of the 
*ByBanghy. cases against some dwellers in Joyrarapore Village, 

which arc alluded to in your letter No. 80Ct., dated the 9th instant. 

2. These cases have also been made the subject of an anonymous 
letter in the Hindoo Patriot^ to which you call my attention with 
reference to your call for the cases. 

3. I beg to deny that on pretenceV that those parties had been 
instigating the Jessore Ryots to break their contracts. They were 
summoned out of ‘‘ friendship’^ to the Planters. The Records will show 
the date of attendance and the date that security was given by the 
Defendants in the cases. I know nothing of the bribe of ten per cent, 
alluded to as having been paid to my subordinate Officers (I presume 
the Nazir). I think I am right in saying that Manickdee is not Mr. 
Mears’ “ Elaka/’ and that there is only one Moodec in the whole 
Village. I am not aware what arrangements were made by the Defen- 
dants for their own accommodation. Tlie next statement regarding 
their standing in the sun at the door of my Tent and being compelled 
to do so is a deliberate falsehood. It is true that Tarancliuuder Moo- 
kerjee came to me outside my Tent one evening after Cutoherry, and 
said he wanted me to make a settlement between him and Mr. Mears. 
I told him I could have nothing to do with such arrangement, and that 
it was in his own hands to do what w^as right, in which case I had no 
doubt Mr. Mears would forgive him, (he had been a servant of the 
Factory originally I understand.) These Mullicks cited as witnesses 
some of the Kishnagur Police who could not be spared to give evidence ; 
this fact was communicated to me by Roobookaree from Mr. Herschel. 
I then verbally ordered that, as the case would remain pending some 
time, the Defendants should attend at Jessore Sudder Station, instead 
of in the Mofussil. I did this as it appeared advisable to me to remove 
tlfem from the place in which they had done so much mischie||||tnd in 
which I had reason to believe that they ^vere still setting up Ryots. I 
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gave tliem one whole day between the day of the order and that on 
whioh they jwere to appear at the Sudder Station Cutcherry as they 
were on security. There was no reason why they should not ride or go 
in palanquins. The distance is some forty or forty-one miles. Before 
this order was recorded Taranchunder Mookerjee requested to be 
allowed to go, and do his best to settle matters in his Village. This 
request I did not consider myself at liberty to refuse, when it was so 
desirable that matters should be arranged, and I accordingly sent the 
men to Mr, Maclean with their Petition and asked him to depute a good 
and trust-worthy man from his Office to accompany them, Grish 
Chunder Bose, Darogah, was deputed, and the Joyrampore disputes 
would in all probability have been brought to an end, had it not been 
for the arrival at that critical time of Mr. HerscheFs Perwannah 
regarding Dhan sowings, which was, I believe, misinterpreted by the 
Ryots. They were unsuccessful iu their endeavours to settle, and on 
their return, after the expiration of the period allowed to them, the 
cases were disposed of in the manner you will see from the Records. 

4. I think* the assertion about my riding over to Goldar that 
evening is false ; that I was overtaken by a thiiader storm certainly is 
so ; and that my object was to have any communication wnth Mr. 
Meares is also false. (Mr. Mears does not live at Goldar). The 
request of the Defendants to be allowed to use their influence to settle 
was perfectly voluntary, and by securing the deputatioa of a trust- 
worthy Officer of Mr. Maclean’s Court every precaution was taken to 
prevent any influence they might have with the Ryots being unduly 
exercised. 

5. The Petitions to be allowed to absent themselves from Court 
for four days are with Mr, Maclean at Daraoorhoodah, having been sent 
to him in original. 


From A. R. Yottitg, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
the Officiating Commissioner of Nuddea, — (No, 3239, dated the 16th 
June 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 48, dated the 8th instant, reporting upon the administration of 
Actjjjjllll' of 1860 by the Magistrate and Joint Magistrate of Jessfire, 
from’^hich it appears that some portion of the representations 
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contained in the Hindoo Patnot Newspaper of the 5th ultimo, is not 
altogether without foundation, 

2, It appears to be the case that both in Jessore and Kishnaghur 
Ryots have been convicted and punished, under Act XI. of 1860, on 
insufficient evidence. In palliation of this you urge, in the 2nd 
paragraph of your letter, that, when the Law was first introduced, 
there appears to have been a general impression that the proceedings were 
to be as summary as possible, and consequently documents were taken as 
valid, accounts admitted as correct, and evidence received as sufficiently 
trust-worthy, which, on a more mature and careful examination, would 
have been rejected as utterly worthless.^^ 

8. The Lieutenant-Governor observes that there is nothing in 

O 

the Law to have warranted the idea, that it was intended that facts 
should not be fully enquired into, and that men not proved to be guilty 
should suffer, because it would take time to get at the truth*; and no 
Officer who had paid any regard whatever to the instructions circulated 
by Government, when the Law was first passed, could have fallen into 
such an error. In paragraph 4. of my letter No. 1290, dated the 28th 
o'f March last, it was impressed on the Magistrates, that it was beyond 
all necessary to be extremely careful in the execution of the new Law, 
and, in all proceedings connected with Indigo cultivation, not to 
confound Ryots who have not contracted and taken cash advances for 
the current season with those who have; and, when the question of 
fact is raised, to spare no pains, in the truest spirit of equity between 
both parties, to get at the real truth.^^ And again, after the final 
passing of the Act iii its amended form, a further caution was conveyed 
in my letter dated the 4th of April, to the eftect that these changes 
add materially to the responsibilities of the Officers vested with 
Magisterial powers under the Act ; and they make it more than ever 
imperative on those Officers to give their utmost attention to the 
equitable principles it will fall to them to apply, and to the careful 
ascertainment of the facts whenever there may be any dispute of facts 
regarding the nature aa well as regarding the existence of an agreement 
such as is provided for.-^^ Though this caution referred particularly to 
the Civil suits cognizable under the Act, its spirit was equally applicable 
to tria& under its penal Clauses. 

4. You will be so good as to express to the Officers whos^piasty 
decisions have been brought to notice, the Lieutenant-Governor's 

187 
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disappointment at the little regard with which his repeated instructione 
have in too many cases been treated. 

6. The Lieutenant-Governor considers the explanation given by 
Mr. Molony, in regard to the confinement of certain Prisoners in a 
Factory godown at Kaloopole, to be satisfactory. The case of the 
Joyrampore Mullicks calls for no remarks. 

6. I am to request that you will forward a copy of paragraphs 1 to 3 
of the letter to each of the Officers in the Indigo Districts^ exercising 
full Magisterial powers. 


From A. E. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
the Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No, 1886, dated the 
23rd April 1860.) 


SlE, 

With reference to the Extract, marginally quoted, from an 


** The Indioo Act.” 

“ In Jessore it las been most oppressive in practice. The 
Planters of that District, having the ears of the Hakims, have 
succeeded in completely crushing the Ryots. The Fouzdary 
Adawluta have been converted into veritable inquisitions, and 
have adopted the most illegal and arbitrary measures for the for- 
cible cultivation of Indigo. They have, we are informed, issued 
Perwannahs to Darogahs to make the Ryots sow the Indigo plant 
anyhow they can, and Jemadars and Burkundazes have Ixjcn sta- 
tioned in different Villages to carry out the instructions embodied 
in the Perwaimabs. People who have worked out their advances, 
and people who have not taken advances at all, have been com- 
pelle<l to sow Indigo. Fields cultivated with Rubbeo and 
Chenna have been ploughed up by Togitgars and Ameens and 
re-sown with Indigo.” 


article which appear- 
ed in the Indian Field 
of the 21st instant, 
I am directed by the 
Lieutenant-Governor 
to request that you 
will have the good- 
ness to ascertain by 
enquiry whether the 


representation therein made, as to the manner in which the new Indigo 


Law is worked, is in any degree founded in truth. 


Prom E. H. Lushikgton, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Secretiwy to the Government of Bengal, — (No, 44, dated 
the 7th June 1860.) 

Sir, - 

On receipt of your letter No, 1886, dated 23rd April last, 
my predecessor called upon Magistrate of Jessore to forward copies 
cf all Perwannahs issued by nim to the Police since the 1st Februaiy 
last, in which any reference was made to the sowing of Indigo, or to the 
line of conduct they should pursue where the Cultivators refuse to sow 
for the Factory. Mr, Grote also desired to be informed whether the 
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Magistrate had authorized the Police to interfere with the sowing of 
Paddy on lands cleared for Indigo. 

2. In answer to this call, Mr. Molony stated that no orders author- 
izing the Police to interfere with the sowing of Paddj^ had been issued, 
though other Perwannahs besides general orders had been issued in 
connection with Petitions and cases not having connection with the 
general question, a statement of which could be forwarded if required. 

3. I accordingly called for this Statement and beg now to report 
jird^ as regards the general Perwannahs, and secondlt/f as regards the 
cases in the Statement above-mentioned. 

4. Four general Perwannahs only were issued on the subject of 
Indigo, three of these appear to be perfectly correct and proper ; the 
fourth, dated 19th March, is also equally correct, but it was to withdraw 
an exceedingly improper order of ttie Joint Magistrate, dated 12th 
March, on a Petition of some Eyots to the efiect that Mr. Mears was 
forcing Indigo sowings at the point of the stick, and on which the 
Joint Magistrate observed that such could not be the case, no instance 
of violence or oppression having been brought forward, and that since 
the Nuddea Eyots had been spreading false stories about sowings, from 
which a disturbance might ensue, the Darogah will prevent any person 
interfering with Mr. Meares^ sowing on his own lands, and if any one 
does so, the Darogah will arrest and forward him with the witnesses. 
The Darogah will also enquire and report who is making this conspiracy. 

6. The following is a List of the cases with the orders passed on 
each 


List. 
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6. The perusal of the orders in the above cases will, I think, at once 
shew to the Lieutenant-Governor that they were entirely in the in- 
terest of the Planter and against the Ryot, and that the Planter had 
only to secure the support of the Darogah, and he could sow what lands 
he pleased, and consequently there are primd facie good grounds for 
assuming that the assertions made in the extract of the Indian Meld 
forwarded with your letter under acknowledgment are more or less true. 

7. When these partial orders, issued by the Magistrate and Joint 
Magistrate of Jessore, are compared with those issued in Kishnaghur, 
in which every pains was taken to make the Ryot know his true posi- 
tion, it is not difficult to understand why the aversion to the cultivation 
of Indigo exhibited by the Ryots of Kishnaghur was not shewn to an 

equal extent by the Ryots of Jessore, or why 
“mm it was Only shewn in the Villages of the 
came from border villages. latter District bordering on Kishnaghur, 

and how it is that the Bengal Indigo Association and other Gentlemen 
greatly interested in the cultivation of that crop, are universal in the 
praises of Mr. Molony, and in the condemnation of Mr. HerschePs 
system of management. 

8. In submitting these remarks on Mr* Molony^s orders, I beg the 
Lieutenant-Governor to take into his favorable consideration the fact 
that Mr. Molony looked upon the time as one of great excitement, that 
it was his business to repress to his utmost such excitement spreading 
in his District, and that he accordingly pursued a line of policy which 
has too frequently been the line of policy heretofore. He has also the 
merit of having been entirely successful, but after such disclosures of his 
system, the comparative tranquillity of Jessore during the last three 
months can be no argument in favor of the Ryots in that District b^ing 
really more partial to the cultivation of Indigo than the Ryots of Kish- 
naghur. 


From A. R. Yotoo, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 8261, dated the 
16th June 1860.) 

Sib, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt ofyour letter No. 44, 
dated the 7th instant, submitting the result of your enquiry into the 
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proceedings of the Magisterial Authorities in Jessore, which were com- 
plained against in an article in the Indian Field Newspaper of the 21st 
of April last. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor desires that you will send both Mr. 
Molony and Mr. Skinner a copy of your Report, and that you will in- 
form them that in the Lieutenant-Governor's opinion the cases 
mentioned require explanation, as unexplained, they convey the im- 
pression that justice has not been sufficiently regarded on the whole in 
Jessore. 

3. There have been many anonymous complaints accusing Mr. 
Skinner of injustice to Ryots and partiality to Planters, especially to 
Mr. Mears. The Lieutenant-Governor disregards all such complaints, 
and if Mr. Skinner has failed in doing justice, he is confident that it is 
owing to some mistaken view and not to intentional partiality. But 
it is impossible to be surprised at such complaints being rife after 
reading the description of Mr, Skinner's order on a Petition of certain 
Ryots against Mr. Mears' proceedings, given in paragraph 4 of your 
Report. 

4. That order appears to have been very properly recalled by Mr. 
Molony; and it is unnecessary to discuss its impropriety. But it is 
incumbent on Mr. Skinner to explain the views under which he sa- 
tisfied himself of the Jawfuliiess and equity of such an order upon such 
a Petition. Mr. Skinner will explain how he considered himself justified 
in assuming, without evidence or enquiry, that the facts stated in the 
Petition were untrue, and that the contrary was true ; and why he did 
not give the Petitioners an opportunity of proving their complaint. Also 
how, apart from all questions of jurisdiction, he considered himself justified 
in deciding the question of right, as between the Planter and the Ryots, 
in favor of Mr. Mears without any sort of trial, or evidence, or 
enquiry. Mr. Sl||nner will further specify the Law or order under which 
he conceived himself to be acting when he issued that order. 

5. Mr. Skinner must also give a full explanation in the case of each 
of the other orders issued by him, which are entered in the Table ap- 
pended to the 6th paragraph of your letter. He will explain particularly 
what sort of document is meant by the Pottahs ^entioned. He will 
explain why in such of these orders as were issued after the 24th of 
March, when the Indigo Law came practically into effect, and especially 
after the 4th of April when it came in its present form fully into^ effect, 
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he ignored the provisions of that Law ; and hgw he considered himself 
lawfully empowered and warranted in reason and jusfice in making over 
practically to such persons as Darogahs of Police, who have no power 
even to enquire into such cases, the decision of disputed questions of 
legal obligation, which by that Law are cognizable by OflScers 
having Magisterial powers. Further, on what grounds he ordered 
the Police to enforce the sowing of Indigo this year on all land that 
happened to have been sown with Indigo last year, which seems to 
have been the object of some of these orders. 

6. The orders of the 17th and 88th of April particularly demand 
explanation, as they direct the Darogah to make an enquiry into cases 
under the Indigo Act, by which it is provided that the trials shall be 
conducted wholly by the Magistrate. In this not only the Law, but 
the instructions of Government for the just administration of that 
Law, seem to have been wholly disregarded. 

7. Mr. Molony must give a similar explanation of such of these 
orders as were issued by him, and generally he will explain the view 
under which ho considered himself justified, first by Law; and secondly 
by natural equity and good conscience, in a line of proceeding 
which seems to warrant the description given of it in the 6th paragraph 
of your Report. 

8. The Lieutenant-Governor is fully prepa^ged to give all due 
weight to the considerations mentioned in paragraph 8 of your letter. 
But he observes that the Commercial dispute between Planter and Ryot 
must not be confounded with a breach of the peace, though the one 
was properly regarded as likely to lead to the other, if proper measures 
of prevention were not adopted. The Magistrate's natural and 
primary duty regarded the tranquillity of the District, and no coercion 
by the Police was justifiable, except for this object. 

9. As to the Commercial difficulty, the late Law provided as fully 
for that as the Ijegislature thought it right to provide. Nor does any 
one hold that the Law did not go far enough against the Ryot. The 
intention of that Law was to discriminate between the cases of Ryots 
under legal obligation to sow Indigo, and Ryots not under such legal 
obligation; to proij^b for the just decision of cases in which the 
obligation is dispuwa; to induce Ryots under obligation to fulfil their 
obligation, and on refusal to make them pay reasonable damages ; and 
to interfere in no way with Ryots not under obliga^on, who were to 
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be left to do as they liked under the effective protection of the 
Law. 

10. In Jessore, as in Nnddca, the peace has been preserved. So far 
all credit is due to the Jessore Magistrates. But if it should prove that 
in the former District any considerable number of Eyots who were not 
under legal obligation to sow have been forced by tlie unlawful inter- 
ference of the Police to sow for the profit of Planters on terms unpro- 
fitable to themselves, the result is any tiling but successful. The Legis- 
lature and the Government intended no injustice. 


From E. H. Lusiiiitgton, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Secretary to the Oovernnieiit of Bengal, — (No. ISfiCt., 
dated the 20ih June 18G0.) 

Sill, 

I HAVE the honor to submit the accompanying joint decision, 
in original, by Messrs. Molony and Skinner, which I think will be 
found to support the remarks I offered in my loiter No. 14, dated 7ih 
instant, on the method followed in Jessore in dealing with cases 
connected with Indigo. 

2. On the 22nd JMarch a Petition was presented by a Mookhtear on 
behalf of Mr. O. Meares, stating that the Police were unable to afford 
him the protection they had been directed to give him ; that certain 
people still continued collected together, who had raised arms, refused 
to admit the Factory servants into their Villages, and repudiated 
Indigo cultivalion and the payment of their just rents ; and that, unless 
heavy securities were demanded of them, serious consequences might 
ensue when the time for sowing had arrived. 

3. An order was accordingly passed on the Darogah directing him to 
send in the witnesses. 

4. On 80th March, a Takeedgeer and three witnesses appeared in 
Court, and deposed to the effect that the Takeedgeer went into a cer- 
tain Village where the Defendants with several others wore sitting 
in consultation ; and that on seeing him they abused him, and 
declared they would not sow Indigo, and that if the Factory people 
tried to come into their Village for this purpose, they would drive 
them out. 
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5. None of the three witnesses above referred' to wgre inhabitants of 
the Village in question, but had arrived whilst the Takeedgeer was 
there ; and not one of them attempted to assert that the Defendants 
were armed, but that tliey were all seated in consultation, and in the 
presence of the Takeedgeer made use of abusive language towards 
him. 

6. After recording these depositions, the Joint Magistrate directed 
the Police to apprehend eighteen persons, and to send them in on 
Rupees 50 security, but as they were unable to find this security they 
were confined in Hajut. 

7. Some of the accused, when put on their defence, alleged that the 
case had been brought against them because Mr. Meares had oppressed 
them, and they had complained^ at the Thannah, and others simply 
denied the charge. 

8. On the 9th April four Defendants were sentenced by Mr. Skinner 
to Rupees’ 20 fine, or three weeks’ imprisonment with labor, comrautable 
to a fine of Rupees 10 each. On the 16th four were similarly sentenced 
by Mr. Molony, and on the 18th, another Defendant was likewise 
punished by the latter gentleman. 

1). On the day following the last mentioned date, Mr. Meares pre- 
sented a Petition to the effect that, as some Defendants had been punished 
and others had agreed to sow, he wished the case to be disposed of. 
The Defendants also filed a Petition admitting their liabilities ;and under 
these circumstances Mr. Molony accepted Mr. Meares’ Razeenaraah, and 
ordered the. Prisoners’ release. 

10. The above is, I believe, a correct representation of the circum- 
stances of the case, as obtained from the Records, and I would now beg 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s attention to the following points connected 
with these proceedings. 

11. as regards the orders on Mr. Meares’ Petition, presented 
through his Mookhtear on the 22nd March. Though the Darogah was 
alleged to have been previously directed to protect Mr. Meares, no 
explanation was called for from him why he had failed in this duty, or 
whether there was any truth in the allegations brought forward by the 
Mookhtear of there being this illegal assemblage. He w^as merely 
directed to send in the witnesses mentioned in Mr. Meares’ Petition, of 
the nature of whose statements Mr. Meares must have been pretty well 
acquainted before appending their names to it. 
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12. On the arrival qf these witnesses, one, the Takeedgeer, was made 
prosecutor. No reason is assigned for this proceeding, but I presume 
it was done with the object of fixing the ofience of illegal assembly^^ 
more definitely on the Defendants, as he mentioned a particular date on 
which the accused were found assembled together. 

13. On considering the evidence of the prosecutor, and of the three 
witnesses, it appears to me that no criminal offence was proved, and 
that the proper course would have been to have dismissed the complaint, 
leaving Mr, Meares the option of prosecuting the Defendants under the 
new Law for breach of contract, which at that time, 30th Maiiteh, was 
practically in operation. 

14. Mr. Skinner however thought otherwise. But even allowing a 
very large margin for a difference of opinion, the offence could not have 
exceeded that of using threatening and abusive language, for there 
could have been no riotous assemblage where the men were found sitting 
down in consultation, and who were never proved to have laid violent 
hands on the person of the Prosecutor. 

15. Under such circumstances, the utmost which could have been 
legally done, supposing the charge of abusive language as primd facie 
established, would have been to have granted a summons on the Defen- 
dants, who should have been placed on Moochulka pending trial. But 
instead of that the Defendants were ordered to be apprehended 
through the Police, and, on failing to give the amount of security 
demanded from them, they were confined in Hajut. 

16. The last point requiring notice is the release by the Magistrate 
of the Defendants convicted and punished by the Joint Magistrate and 
himself. 

17. Under any circumstances this order was directly contrary to 
Law, but in this particular instance very peculiar circumstances seemed 
to attend it. The sentence was not remitted because it was discovered 
to be unjust or informal; on the contrary the offence against the Law, 
for which the men were punished, was altogether put out of sight and 
they were discharged because they agreed to fall in with the terms of 
the Prosecutor’s demands, the justice or injustice of which had never 
been before the Court, and because the Prosecutor had satisfied himself 
that there would be no longer any impediment to his conducting his 
commercial business in that part of the country in the way most agree- 
able to his own wishes and interests. 
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Appendix A. 


Number. | 

Prosecutor. | 

Witnesses and docu- 
ment. 

Prisoners. 

1 

1 

. 

<a 4-i 
O c 
fl a. 

j2 ® 

•SI 

^ 3 
Jet 

•Cao 

Crime established, or I 
date of acquittal. I 

£ 

A 

S? 

1 

II 

f 

til 

Decision and grounds thereof, 

1 


’S 

A 

til 

1 

s 

1. Haladar. 

2. Perat. 

1. Dulloo of Baili- 

nund. 

2. Doornail. 

8 Kyruddee. 

4. Goolainoe. 

5. Sclaniut. 

(>. ICassinath. 

7. Sooltan, of Sat- 
^ari'oo. 

8. Matabdec. 

9. Taliero. 

10. Dha.i,iun,of Noor- 

nupguv, 

11. Dollar. 

12. Badoolloc. 

18. Mirzau. 
U.Dhonai.oflTurro- 

barraoddee, 

15. Bopman. 

18. Misroe 

17. Atiimloram. 
lb. IsiivaDoSjOf Ma- 
ll ickdec. 

19. Goophiath. 

20. Budcluii. 

21 Haul Uoodro. 


Abusive laneuaarc and attempted assault, with 

1 riotous conduct, ou 2iid Ohoitra. 

! Crime charged. | 


Bhagai SAeiM, Pakyut- 
geer of Kajoorah, on 2nd or 
3rd Choitrii, 9 or 10 A. M., 
went to look at Indigo 
lands. Defendants were 
sitting and talking about 
the Queen’s order is, that 
no more Indigo shall be 
sown.” They drove me 
away, and said I should 
not go to the Village. De- 
fendants were in Ballia- 
candv, in Sailor’s o-wal 


door, at Dulloo’s gwal, 

Haladar, ditto, 

Ferat OoUa^ ditto, 

Chundeey bearer, ditto. I have no advances. Am a palkee bearer, 
and have nothing to do with Saheb, and a Eyot of Mutthooranath 
Acharjya. 

1, 2, a, 4, 6, 7, 8, 0, 10, 11, 1^, 18, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, sent for 
through Police, on 50 Rupees^ security, 31st March 1860. 

Jlefendants deny the charge and say that thcji will sow if others 
sow ; that the case is brought because they were averse to Indigo, &c., &c. 

1 says he has three and a half beegahs agreed for. 

8 says he has five beegahs of Khatto, and v. orks on the Railroad. 

Defendants 18, 19, 20, 21, have simply denied the charge, and 
produce no witnesses for their defence. 

I sentence these four Defendants each to 20 Rupees’ fine, or three 
weeks’ imprisonment with labor, commu table to a fine of 10 Rupees each, 
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payable in two days, as, under the peculiar circumstances of these parts, 
such proceedings are very reprehensible. 

(Signed) C. B. Skinneu, 

The 9{/i April 1860. Mayhtrate. 

The Defendants Nos. 7, 9, 11, 12, having this day appeared, are 
sentenced as above. 

(Signed) E. W. Molony, 

The XUh April 1860. Magidrate. 

The Defendant No. 10 is sentenced this day as above. 

(Signed) E. W. Molony, 

The Y&lh April 1860. Magistrate, 

The Plaintiff has given in a Razecnamah in this case, and the 
Defendants have given in a Petition acknowledging their liabilities. 
Under the circumstances, therefore, I see no reason for prosecuting his 
case any further ; and, accepting the Razecnamah, release the Defen- 
dants. 

(Signed) E. W. Molony, 

The 19<!/< April 1860. Magistrate. 


Prom A. E. Youno, Esq., Secretary to tlie Government of Bengal, to 
E. W. Molony, Esq., Magistrate and Collector of Jesson;, and C, B. 
Skinner, Esq , Joint Magistrate of Jessore, — (Nos. .3176 and 3477, 
dated the 30th June 1860.) 


Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to forward to you 
the accompanying co])y of a letter* 

• No. 156Ct., dated the 20th iiLstaut. , • i* . . 

from the Olliciatmg Commissioner of 
Nuddea, and to request that you will be so ^ood as to submit, witibut 
delay, through the Officiating Commissioner, such defence of your con- 
duct ill relation to the whole of the case therein remarked upon as you 
may have it in your power to afford. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor will hold his judgment in suspense, 
pending the receipt of your defence ; but I am to observe that it will 
bo incumbent on you to explain in the fullest manner, omitting no 
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fiivorable circumstance, every point in this case, in respect to the law- 
fulness, the reasonableness, and the natural justice of your orders; 
because you should not fail to see that the charges into which the 
Officiating Commissioner's letter resolves itself, not only effects your 
official character in regard to your general knowledge of the first 
principles of the Law you administer, and the regularity of proceeding, 
fairness, and judgment you showed in this particular case; but that 
they also, though the Lieutenant-Governor cannot say this without 
pain, bear upon your personal character for judicial impartiality. 

3. You will understand that this is said in no way as prejudging 
the case but in fairness to you, as warning you, before you submit your 
defence, of the very grave aspect which the charges assume in the eyes 
of the Lieutenant-Governor, and which, as he believes, they certainly 
will assume in the eyes of all disinterested persons removed from the 
excitement of the present quarrel. 

4. The Lieutenant-Governor desires that in your reply you will parti- 
cularly state how you reconcile the general spirit of your conduct in 
this case with the general spirit of the orders issued by him on the 
passing of the new Law, enjoining on Magistrates the greatest care 
in getting at the truth, in the truest spirit of equity, where the legal 
obligation of the Ryot to cultivate on certain terms for the Planter 
is disputed; or else that you will defend your disregard of the spirit 
of those orders. 

5. In forwarding your explanation the Officiating Commissioner 
will be desired to submit his own opinion on the subject, together with 
a complete translation of all the proceedings in the case. 


No. 3478. 

Cory forwarded to the Officiating Commissioner of Nuddea, with 
reierence to his letter No. 156Ct., dated the 20th instant. 


From E. H. Lushinotok, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. l86Ct. 
dated the 21st July 1860.) 

SiK, 

In obedience to the instructions contained in your letters Nos. 
3476 and 3477, to the address of the Magistrate and Joint Magistrate 
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of Jessore, dated the 30th ultimo, I have the honor to transmit a trana- 

^ lation of the proceedings,* and the explanation of 

Messrs. Molony and Skinner, in the case of 
Mahbut Mundle and others. 

2. With a view of making my own opinion appear as clear as possi- 
ble in respect to this case, I purpose again entering into a narrative of 
the proceedings, commenting on the explanations furnished by the 
Magistrate and Joint Magistrate on each point as it comes up in order 
of occurrence. 

3. The case commenced by a Petition from Mr. Meares, dated 22 nd 

Marcht describing in general terms how about 

t ride Translation A. 

250 people were up in arms, that the Police were 
unable to afford the protection they had been ordered, and praying the 
parties named in the Petition may be bound down to keep the peace. 

4. The orders on this Petition were for the Police to send in the 
witnesses. 


5. Mr. Skinner explains^ that the statement in this Petition relating 
tSeeparagrapliB ofliis Orders on the Police to afford Mr. Meares 

protection was erroneous, as no such orders were 
then in existence. He also states it was argued § with seeming truth 
§ Seo paragraph 6 of hia useless to issue a Subpoena” for 

*®**®'^- the witnesses. His explanation on the first point 

appears satisfactory, hut as regards the second, the arguments not having 
been recorded, I can pass no opinion on their value. I do not think, 
however, Mr. Skinner can show any Law authorizing such a proceeding. 

6. On the 30th following the witnesses arrived, and with them a 
Takeedgeer who was not, as first stated by me, one of the witnesses 
mentioned by name in Mr. Meares^ Petition, but who appears to have 
been brought forward on a Petition || from Mr. Meares, as Plaintiff on 

his part, to depose to an attempt at attacking 
II Vide Translation B. Factory at Kajoorah, beating his Ameen 

Takeedgeer, and disallowing them to enter the Village.^^ 

7. I would beg the Lieutenaut-Governor^s particular attention to 

the depositionsIF of these witnesses. These per- 
f Vide .Translation D, were originally sent for as witnesses to the 

charges in Mr. Meares^ Petition of the 22nd March** but they enter 
into no details on any of the serious aocusations 
** Vide paper A. therein alluded to and confine their statements 

entirely to the charge of assault preferred by the Takeedgeer, The 
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Takeedgcer is equally silent on all matters regarding his Master, 
and deposes only to the threatened attack on himself. All the weighty 
charges referred to in Mr. Meares’ Petition, and described by the 
Magistrate as involving the peace of the District, would appear to have 
been dropped from that time, and the case confined to an attempt to 
iissault the Takecdgeer above referred to. 

8. This Takcedgeer deposes* that he went of his own free will into 

an assembly of about 200 people, some twenty of 
* Tide Translation C. , , . , ^ i ^ 

wliom he mentions by name as abusing him, and 

attempting to assault him^ but not one touched him, while he was 

able to take his departure with sufiieient leisure to appeal to three or 

four men out of this enormous crowd to be witnesses on his behalf. 


These individuals, inhabitants of other Villages, gave various accouiitsf 
of their accidental presence on the occasion, and 

t FaV/d Translation D. . ,, , ii* iv 

actually pretend in that short tunc to have recog- 
nized from seventeen to twenty persons, as the persons who abused and 
threatened the Prosecutor. No attempt is made to cross-examine them, 
and their several depositions are given in the most vague and general 
terms, without assigning any particular action to any one of the 
Defendants they had named. 

9. Mr. Skinner justifiest his belief in tlie above most improbable 

: rUe paragraphs 3 bccause be bad seen the people of Balli- 

^ind 4 of his loLtcr. kaiidy Village in a state of excitement only two 

days subsequent to its alleged occurrence. Mr. Skinner met tbe 
§ TO. paragraph 3 of Gomashtali of the Factory§ in the Village on that 
liis letter. occasion, and I think it somewhat singular that 

the Gomashtah did not then mention the circumstances of this case to 
him. Had the assault been really true, it is not likely this opportunity 
would have been lost of bringing it forward, 
n e nf 10. After hearing the evidence for the prose- 


§ paragraph 3 of 

ilia letter. 


Vide paragraph 6 of 


>iU letter. 


cution, Mr. Skinner sent for the Defendants 


through the Police. |1 

11. Mr. Skinner explains! that he was induced to give this order, 
f me paragraph 6 of l>ecause the issue of a Summon would have caused 
hia letter. procrastination, which in the then state of the 

District would have been fraught with evil, that the issue of a Summons 
•• Vide paragraph 16 of without hail is generally a farce, andNazirs*** Peons 
would make a mess of service of Summons with 
bail as they generally do of a Warrant. Mr. Skinner is strongly 
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* Vide paragraph Q of Supported by Mr. Molony* in the opinion that 
Mr. Moiony’s lt#tter. prompt measures were necessary, and that it would 

have endangered the general peace of the District to have allowed a case 
to drag itself through the usual stages of evasion of Summons and after- 
wards Warrant. 

12. These reasons are in my opinion unsatisfactory. The Defend- 
ants lived hard by, and a Summons could have been served on them 
almost as quickly as a Warrant. Further, I do not understand what 
there was in the state of the District, which caused the necessity of a 
departure from the usual method of proceeding, for it must be remem- 
bered that none of Mr. Meares^ general charges of large armed bands 
parading the country with intent to commit pillage and arson had 
been established, and that the only fact proved before the Court was 
that a Takeedgeer had received abuse, and been threatened with an 
assault. 

13. Mr. Skinner next allegesf that there was great reason to appre- 

t ide paragraph 16 of the Defendants would Abscond, and therefore 

his letter. ordered them to give security for their atten- 

dance. This great reason is not given, and I am unable to trace a found- 
ation for it in the proceedings. On the other hand, considering the 
. number of Defendants ; that their homes were also close at hand ; that the 
Police could have followed them up without loss of time ; and that the 
charge against them was after all so trivial, as not to render it worth 
their while to try to defeat its being brought to a final issue, I should 
have thought such an attempt very unlikely. 

14. The defencesj of the accused were taken at various dates ; some 
jrM. Tr.Mi.tionsE,F, asserted that they had complained against Mr. 

Meares for oppression, others declared they were 
not in the Village at that time, and cited witnesses to prove it ; but no 
notice was taken of any of these points in the decision, nor were any 
reasons given, why the evidence in favor of the Defendants was not as 
good as that brought against them. 

15. The sentence passed by Mr. Skinner is justified by him on two 
paragraph 6 of his grounds,§ that if it was an improper one, 

the Prisoners would have appealed, which they 
did not ; and secondly, that the sentence was an ordinary one in such cases. 
The first reason cannot be considered suflScient ; the men were forty miles 
from the Appellate Court, and being poor men they might have justly 

139 
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argued that hy the time they had incurred the expense of an appeal and 
the case was ready for hearing, the greater part of the period of their 
imprisonment would have passed away. The second is a matter of 
opinion certainly, but I cannot help thinking that under such circum- 
stances, 20 Rupees^ fine on a man whose total income did not probably 
exceed Rupees 6 a month, was a very severe sentence. 

16. 1 now come to the release of the Defendants on the presentation 


* Vide Translation L. 


of a Razeenamah* by Mr. Meares. Mr. Molony 


t Vide paragrapli 13 of 
his letter. 


explainsf that the Razeenamah affected those only 
of the Defendants on whom sentences had not been 


passed, and not all the Defendants in the case. I am extremely glad 
that this was so, and regret that I wrote under a misconception when 
I applied the order of the release to the Defendtants generally. A re- 
ference to the decision will, however, I think show to the Lieutenant- 
Governor, how easy it was to fall into such an error. On the I8th a 
Defendant was brought up and punished, on the day following the case 
is taken up again, no^ mention is made whatever of any particular De- 
fendants being present, and the order recorded release the Defend- 
anls.^’ I would also explain that the Warrants showing that those w'ho 
had been sentenced had really suffered the full term of their imprisonment 
were not filed with the case when it was first before me. 


17. With regard to the Razeenamah wdiich was presented by Mr. 
jrwsparfigrapli 13 of Scares and not the Prosecutor Bhogai Sheikh, 
his letter. ]V£j. Molony urges J that the latter was the Prose- 

cutor on the part of Mr. Meares, and had bopn the injured party in his 
capacity of Factory servant, and not as a private individual, and that if 
he, Mr. Molony, had ejected to Mr. Meares’ Razeenamah, one would 
have been instantly put in on the part of Bhogai. It must be for the 
Lieutenant-Governor to determine whether the above explanation is 
Bufificient to cover this irregularity. I would only observe that the 
Razeenamah§ contains no allusion to the Takeed- 
§ Vide Translation L. threatened attacks in the previous 

Petition, it speaks merely of the Ryots as not sowing and giving evil 
counsel. These were in fact the real causes of Mr. Meares’ complaint, 
but as there was no Law at that time to reach Ryots for not sowing, the 
Law for Breach of Contract not having then passed, he secured his ends 
by 'bringing forward the charges of riotous assembly and assault. That 

II r?* paragraph 13 of chauge in the feeling of the 

Mr. Molony letter. Ryots towards Indigo planting, y and that the Ryots 
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were only frightened by these proceedings into a temporary compromise 
may be fairly assumed from the numerous cases under Act XI. subse- 
quently brought forward by Mr, Meares against other Ryots in his 
Concern. 

18. In conclusion, I beg to observe that Messrs. Molony %nd 
Skinner appear to have quite misunderstood the remarks I made in 
paragraph 1 3 to your address. 

19. I never intended to say that a charge of riotous assembly or 
assault could be tried under Act XI., but what I did wish to convey was 
that as those charges were manifestly false, and as the Ryots appeared 
to be in a dispute with Mr. Meares regarding their Indigo sowings, the 
Criminal charges should have been dismissed, and Mr. Meares left to 
prosecute the Ryots under the Breach of Contract Law, which was vir- 
tually in force when the evidence of the threatened assault was recorded 
by Mr. Skinner on 30th April. 

20. I should mention that in forwarding his explanation, Mr. 
Skinner has in a separate letter solicited favorable consideration of the 
fact that there was no Officer at either the Magoorah or Nurail Sub*. 
Divisions throughout the emergency, and yet the duties of his Office were 
conducted without any arrears accumulating. 


From E. W. Molokv, Esq., Magistrate of Jessore, to A. R. Yo^’ko, Esq., 
Secretary to the Goveriimeut of Bengal, — (No. 208, dated the 9tli 
July 1860.) 

Sir, 

As directed in your letter No. 3476, dated the 30th ultimo, 
I have the honor to forward my defence of my proceedings in the case 
of Duloo Joardar and others, which formed the subject of the Officiating 
Commissioner’s letter to your address. No. 15GCt., dated the 20th 
ultimo. 

2. My connection with this case commenced on the 9 th of April, 
on whicli date Mr. Skinner left my Camp and returned to Jessore, 
making over his pending cases to me, but as orders were passed by me 
after that date, it may be expected that I should justify the proceedings 
from the commencement as having by my orders of the 16th and 18th of 
April tacitly acquiesced in them. 
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3. The under-meutioned is a description of the case. On the 22nd of 
March on a Petition of Mr. JMeares presented through his Mooktear, 
his witnesses were summoned through the Durogah. 

4. On the 30th of March, the three witnesses who have been examin* 
ed%ere sent in, and a person also appeared to prosecute, presenting a 
Mookteamamah from Mr. Mcares, and a Petition to have his deposition 
recorded. After taking the evidence for the prosecution, eighteen Defend' 
anis were summoned through the Darogah on 50 Kupces’ Security; 
they came in on the (5th, the 9th and the 16th of April, and were called 
upon in due conr-c to iuruisli Security lor their attendance, failing which, 
those who were not sentenced at once were confined in Hajut. They met 
the charge some of them by a simple denial, some assigned as a reason, 
that they had petitioned at the Thannah against the Factory, some 
acknowledged themselves to be under advances, and some denied it. 

5. Four men were sentenced by the Joint Magistrate on the 9th to 
pay a fine of 20 Rupees, or to he imprisoned with labor for three weeks, 
the labor commutable to a fine of 10 Rupees payable in two days. 

6. Five’ more were punished by me on the ICth and 18th of April, 
and on the 19th the remaining nine were released on Rajeenamah. 

7. The Defendants or some of them did file a Petition, acknowledging 
their engagements. 

8. On the points in this case brought to the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
notice, I beg to make the following remarks in justification of the 
proceedings. 

9. There was no necessity to issue any orders to the Darogah, inquir- 
ing whether there was any truth in the allegations of the Petition. Mr. 
Skinner himself was j)erson.‘illy cognizant of the feeling in the Village of 
Balliakandy, having ridden through all those Villages and witnessed 
the bearing of the people, only two days after the occurrence is alleged 
to have taken place. It was also unnecessary to call upon the Darogah 
to explain why he had failed in his duty on the unsupported statements 
of a Petitioner. It is to be premised that Mr. Skinner was in the 
Mofussil and knew how the Darogah was conducting his duties. There 
also appears to have been no such Perwannah as is mentioned in the 
Petition then extant. There is nothing in Mr. Meares having been 
acquainted with what the witnesses he cited would be able to depose to. 
The witnesses were summoned through the Darogah. The reason of 
this was as explained by Mr. Skinner that the utmost promptitude was 
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necessary. The tendency of the charge, if true, was to show that im- 
mediate steps were necessary to secure the peace of the District. Under 
the circumstances I cannot but think that his order was a judicious one. 

10. In paragraph 12, the Commissioner says, that, ^^ou the arrival 
of these witnesses, one, the Takeedgeer, was mqj^e prosecutor.^^ The 
papers refute this statement. The Takeedgeer was the duly constituted 
Agent for the prosecution empowered in that behalf. It was unneces- 
sary to assign a reason for a thing that was self-evident on the pro- 
ceedings. The Takeedgeer was not among the witnesses summoned 
through the Darogah at first and came to depose to facts of which he 
was himself cognizant. 

11. In paragraph 13, Mr. Lushington thinks the case should have 
been dismissed, leaving Mr. Meares the option of prosecuting under 
the new Act. Now it appears to me that the case had nothing to do with 
the new Act; it first originated in a chaige more or less general which 
had resolved itself on investigation into a specific charge affecting in 
its tendency the general peace of the District, Mr, Lushington says to 
his mind no offence was proved. I am unable to say on what ground he 
arrives at this conclusion. The whole tenor of the evidence is corrobo- 
rated by what was in Mr. Skinner^s personal knowledge of the state of 
the Village in question two days after the offence is charged. It is true 
the witnesses were not inhabitants of the Village but the inhabitants 
were leagued against the Plaintiff, and I* cannot see that evidence other- 
wise unexceptionable is of nceessPy to be rejected because it is not 
corroborated by evidence that all Mofussil experience n ill show is not 
procurable. Moreover I beg respectfully to remark that the right of 
appeal was open to those Defendants who considered themselves wrong- 
ed by conviction on insufficient evidence, and that they did not avail 
themselves of this right. I cannot agree with Mr. Lushington in 
thinking there could not have been an illegal assembly because the men 
were setting down and never laid violent hands upon the prosecutor. 
There was an attempt to seize him and he saved h^self by retiring 
under the abuses of the mob who liad gained the wject they had in 
view by intimidation and show of violence. 

12. In paragraph 15 Mr, Lushington takes exception to the method 
adopted for securing the attendance of the Defendants. He states a Sum- 
mons should have issued but in effect a Summons was of no use at that 
time. Prompt measures were necessary and it would have endangered 
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the general peace of the District to have allowed a case to drag itself 
through the usual stages of evasion of Summons and afterwards Warrant. 
The forms that are applicable to cases in times of no disquietituda are 
out of place in emergencies. I am not aware of any illegality in a War- 
rant being the first pipcess when a breach of the peace is apprehended , 
The order was in the spirit of paragraph 4 of the Government Orders, 
dated the 17th of March. The form of Warrant with bail is the same 
in effect exactly as of Summons with bail. The Defendants were or- 
dered to give bail on arrival at the Camp to secure their attendance 
during the conduct of the case, and cites his exception of one man 
who was released on Rajeenamah were equally with the Plaintiff allowed 
the assistance of the Police to produce their witnesses. Eight of those 
who did not cite any were disposed of by the Joint Magistrate and 
myself on the days on* which their answers were recorded. 

13. In paragraph 16, the Officiating Commissioner says, that the 
Defendants punished by the Joint Magistrate and myself were released, 
and in paragraph 17 he states that this order was directly contrary to 
Law, This appears to be a misconception of the order. It was the De- 
fendants who had not been punished that were released on a Rajeenamah 
of the Plaintiff. Such a Rajeenamah, I respectfully submit, I was not 
authorized to refuse. It may be objected that Bhogai should have given it 
in, but he was the prosecutor on the part of Mr. Meares and had been the 
injured party, in his capacity of the Factory servant and not as a 
private individual, and if I had objected to Mr. Meares’ Rajeenamah one 
would have been instantly put in on the part of Bhogai ; but in reality 
I was not averse to accepting a Rajeenamah ; on the contrary I wished to 
punish as few men as possible and to be as lenient as possible consistent 
with my duty. No public prosecution was necessary, nor would it have 
been strictly regular. The cause which was likely to prevent a breach 
of the peace was apparently removed, and a change had come over the 
feelings ot the people. The Warrants appended to the case will show 
that the sentence|||were duly carried out. 

14. With ref^^ce to the 4th paragraph of the Government letter, 
I trust that the Lieutenant-Governor will see from the above explana- 
tion that the spirit of my conduct was not in opposition to that enjoined 
by Km, and that the legal obligation of the Ryots, though incidentally 
beating upon the case, was not the point for decision, and that no 
investigation was made into it. 
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15, The papers of the case were before Mr, Lushington when he 
made his report, and I trust I may be excused for saying that I think a 
somewhat lengthened tenure of office in this District, during which my 
Judicial impartiality and competency has never been called in question, 
should have induced him to look very carefully intq^a case before mak« 
ing a report which has called forth the remarks in paragraph 2 of your 
letter now under answer. 

16. After a perusal of the above explanation,. I trust that the 
Lieutenant-Governor will see fit to absolve me from any blame in this 
matter. 


From C. B. Skxxneh, Esq., Joint Magistrate of Jessore, to A. R. Touxa, 
Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal,— (No. 115, dated the 9th 
July 1860.) 

Sir, 

As directed in your letter No. 3476, dated the 30th ultimo, I 
have the honor to forward the following explanations. ^ 

2. On 16th March as I was riding through one Village, of which I 
forget the name, but belonging to Carragolah Concern, then and since 
less excited than 8indooree, I saw there, as in other Villages, numbers of 
people grouped together. I called some of them, who came very 
sulkily, and began to talk to them. All of a sudden, several persons began 
to exclaim dohai saheb, dohai saheb, dekho Kooteer Latteal lok grame 
parreche.’^ I said, I could not see them. They pointed to three men with 
small sticks standing about 100 yards off among some 'V'^illagers. I 
turned to the Jemadar of Kaloopole who was with me, and told liim to 

bring them. He started off and the Villagers raised a cry of ^^dharro 

sala Lokera.^^ The Factory men ran and were pursued by about 100 
Villagers yelling and screaming. The shouts were answered from other 
" Villagers from out of which came groups of people. I went on and pre- 
sently the men were brought to me. I ascertained them to be Factory 
servants who had followed me and had gone to get alfeaoke while I was 
talking, 

3. Two Gomashtahs, one of Kejoora and one of Carragolah, who joined 
me on that morning, were addressed in a manner in Balleakandy Village, 
which showed that the feelings of the Villagers against them were most 
threatening. 
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4. The Villagers of Balleakandy were among the most excited and 
their vehemence almost frightened me. When, about 11 a. m., 1 wanted 
to go away, they caught the old pony on which I was by the reins, and 
made me go as they wished. Can it then be wondered at that I gave 
credence to the statepents of the Plaintiff Bhogai Sheikh ? 

5. The date of the demonstration against him is stated to be the 2nd 
or 8rd Chaitro, corresponding to the 11th or 15th March, at the most 
two days before I had personal evidence of a state of things such as 
described by Mr. Meares in his Petition of 22nd March, of which 
Deponent^s statement illustrates an incident. Is it then matter of 
surprise that I determined that whatever was to be done ought to be 
done promi>tly ? 

6. On 22nd March, Mr. Meares, through his established Mooktear, 
presented a Petition stating that the Villagers were injuring him by 
destroying the Indigo ])rospects both as regards pottah and cottah laiids^ 
stopping his rents, &c. lie alludes to an or^ler on the Police for his 
protection. I do not know to what he alludes, unless it were the order 
of 12th March which had been previously recalled, and regarding which I 
furnished an explanation in my letter No. 118, of this date. It was argued, 
and with seeming truth, that it would be useless to issue a Subpoena. I 
ordered the Darogah to bring the witnesses named in the Petition. On 
8()th March, Bhogai Sheikh Takeedgecr, duly armed with Power of 
Attorney, deposed that he had been abused, and only escaped by flight 
assault in Balleakandy Village, near Kejoora Factory, the Gomaslilah of 
which had sent him to see if the Villagers were cultivating tlie lands, 
for which some of them have admitted that they had entered into agree- 
ments. Two witnesses from Mohamed Jumiua, a Village in that 
neighbourhood, and one from Shahpore Boalia, an adjacent Village, of 
which the Proprietor is a Native, confirmed the statement. It would 
have been impossible for Plaintiff to have procured a witness from the 
Village Balleakandy, as I think any person acquainted with the Mofussil 
will admit after a perusal of the above facts. At any rate, the credible 
deposition of Prosecutor would, (by Section IV., Regulation IX. of 1807,) 
have been sufficient for the issue of a Summons. A Summons in Form 
No. 6, Appendix A, Beaufort^s Guide, would have only caused procrasti- 
'nation. A Summons with Bail or Warrant (which only differ really in the 
wording), issued by Nazir's Peons would never have been served or only 
after great delay. I consequently ordered the Darogah to cause their 
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ailemlance taking Security, the only part of the proceeding which was not 
strictly legal, though I consider it perfectly justitiahlo under the circum- 
stances. The Defendants appeared and made no valid defence, nor did 
they question tlie authenticity of the evidence. Those who wished to 
adduce witnesses had the aid of the Police to enable them to do so. They 
were required to give Security for their attendance. It was no hardship 
to cause the attendance of Defendants at a place about two mih's from 
their houses by the Police, and it is but reasonable to suppose that they 
might easily have found relatives or friends to stand Security for their 
appearance and attendance. None of the Defendants who were punish- 
ed appealed or complained to any one. The man who presented a 
Pc'tition to the Commissionor was one against whom the charge was 
dropped. The subject of the o]>j4‘ctions contained in Sections I. to XV. 
of your letter No. J5(>, of 20ih June is purely judicial, and there- 

fore onl}^ cognizable by a duly constituted Apj)ellato Court. JVIr. Setoii- 
Karr did not vacate % OlTico of Judge till 50th of A]>ril, yet no appeal 
was made to him. Tliis case, picked to pieces, without any explanation 
on my ])art, is sent up to Government as {vide Section XIIT.,) a proof that 
I have used the common Criminal Law to enforce the fulHlinent of con- 
tracts. With all due submission I must protest against the course of 
jiroccdvirc as well as the construction put on my conduct. It had no 
eonneet ion with contracts, their iiiHilment or Indigo in the Abstract. It 
was a ease of an exeit<'d peo])le committing an outrage on an individual 
who at the time represented the Planter. 

7, Having given a general review of the case, I will now consider 
each paragraph of your letter. 

S. Paragraph 1. — The ease was entirely with me up to Otli Aj?ril, 
wlien I passed my only sentence on any persons connected with the 
Indigo dispute. The next clay 1 held Chd cherry in Jessore having 
made over all the cases connected with that part of the District to 
Mr. Molony, 

9. Paragraph 2. — A Petition drawn up by a Mooktear in the usual 
exaggerate^, style of Bengallee requests, l)rings in a statement, that, 
notwithstanding the Police had been ordered to give protection, tlie 
Petitioners^ client was being ruined by the combination of tlie Vil- 
lagers. On the 22nd March no order for such protection was extant. 
1 had rcscinSed the only order of sucli a nature on the 10th, It is the 
custom at the time of presentation to read only the Abstracts of 

140 
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Petitions^ Mliicli in this case contains no niention of such an order. I 
do not think I was aware that the Petition contained such mention 
until I read the paragraph under consideration. The form the case 
afterwards assumed was not inconsistent with the nature of the original 
Petition. The cause of delay in presentation was owing to the fact 
that no one would appear to complain on behalf of the Factory, when 

Many Villagers petitioned for ^ Kaloopole, in consequence 

protection. of the threats of the combined Villafrers. 

10. Paragraph 3. — It is stated as an error in paragraph 11 that 
the Darogah was not ordered to enquire into the charge of illegal 
assembly preferred in the Petition. This is an admission that T was 
authorized to use the Police. Having already assured myself by 
personal enquiry that the general statement of the Petition was a 
tolerably correct description of the state of the country, I contented 
myself with ordering the witnesses to he sent in, thus avoiding as far 
as possible any opportunity of Police misrepreset^ation. 

11. Paragraph 4. — Mr, Meares was probably not himself present 
at the commission of the act complained of, therefore his written 
plaint, presented by an authorised agent, and corroborated by the 
deposition on oath or solemn declaration of one or more persons present, 
or otherwise personally informed of the truth of the complaint, was 

UoguUtion IX. of 1807, Sec Bufficicnt grounds for receiving the same, 

and for issuing process against the party 
accused. The first Petition was presented by Mr. Meares’ regularly con- 
stituted Agent. On 30th March, a Takcedgeer duly authorized by Power 
of Attorney appeared, petitioned and deposed to one instance of a 
meeting of Villagers talking to the effect that, ^^it is the Queen’s 
order we shall sow no more Indigo,” in a Village at the alleged date 
of occurrence (14th or 15th March,) the most excited in that quarter, 
situated near Khajoorah Factory, under circumstances which, from per- 
sonal knowledge, appeared most probable. He also deposed that those 
Villagers abused him and were on the point of beating him, had he 
not made a timely escape. He deposes that he was actually driven 
out and that he called on witnesses to corroborate the expulsion ; that 
he was sent to see if the Villagers were cultivating and had previ^lisly 
been allowed to go without molestation, the combination having only 
just commenced. 
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12. Paragraph 5. — Two of the witnesses were of a Village situated 
at no great distance from Balliakandy, who state they have no con- 
nection of any sort with the Factory, Mr. Meares or Deponent. The 
other states he is the Ryot of a native in a neighbouring Village. 
Chufidee Bearer states he was returning after depositing a Palanquin at 
Koolehara and saw Defendants sitting in consultation and saying they 

would not sow the Saheb's Indigo any more. We will kill any 
of the Sahel/s Ameens or Takeedgeers who may come to the Village.” 
Plaintiff came up at this juncture, was abused and only escaped being 
beaten by a retreat as the Villagers were on the point of attacking 
him. He says he has no Indigo advances or Factory connection, is 
a Ryot of Moothoora Nath Baboo, and a Palkee Bearer. 

13. Faratoollah Sheik, Husbandman, says he was coming from 
his son-in-law^s house in Nuffurkaiidy to his home at Mahomed Jumma 
when, arriving at Balliakandy (which would lie in the* Road and is 
close to Nuffurkaiidy), jjje saw Defendants with other Villagers consulting 
and saying we will sow no more Indigo and will punish any one 
who does. If the Factory Ameens or Takeedgeers come to the Village, 
we will beat and kill them,” as they were thus talking, Plaintiff arriv- 
ed. The Villagers abused him and were on the point of beating him, 
when he retreated calling me to witness. 

14. lloUadhur Ghose, Husbandman, deposes that he was going 
to Dainoorhooda from Mohamed Jumma (Balliakandy is intermediate,) 
when he saw Defendants with other Villagers sitting in consultation and 
saying, we will sow SaheVs Indigo no more. We will beat any of 
the SaheVs Ameens or Khalasees, who may come to the Village,” 
they asked witness how Indigo sowing was going on in his quarteF^ 
to which witness replied, — In my part, the people are not enraged 
like you or averse to Indigo. We are willing to sow.” Just then 
Plaintiff came up, when Defendants abused and wore ready to beat 
him, when he went away making him (Holodhur) a witness. 

15. As stated above, I consider it would have been impossible to 
obtain a witness from Balliakandy Village to speak in behalf of Plain- 
tiff, for the inhabitants were all in a confederacy. There is nothing 
inconsistent in the evidence as given and unrefuted. None of them 
appear to have been in any way connected with the Prosecutor, and 
it is in acfeordance with native character that, seeing a number 
of persons, with many of whom they were acquainted, in earnest 
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conversation, tlicy should stop to listen. Mohamed Jumma Village was 
in the common confederacy at tlie time of the occurrence, and it is very 
probable that they were members of the meeting who had afterwards 
come round. Such evidence, corroborated by my own knowledge, 
appears to me trustworthy, and as such it was incumbent on me to 
issue process against the accused. 

10. Faragraph 6. — It was perfectly legal to require Security for 

ciau^ 3, Section VI.. Relation appearance of Defendants as well as 

e^ApVendk thcir remaining in attendance. The 

issue of Summons without bail is generally 
a fiircc. Nazir’s peons would make a mess of service of Summons 
with bail as they generally do of a Warrant. The Defendants’ houses 
were close to Soobdee, where Mr. Molony and I had encamped on 
24tli March. It therefore appeared most desirable to bring them in 
at once, and I ordered them to bo brought, giving them the option of 
Security. I thought there was great reason to apprehend that the 
Defendants would abscond and ordered them to give Security for their 
attendance, (under Section VIII., Regulation IX. of 1807). Eight 
Defendants came in on the Gfcli and the Darogah was ordered to produce 
within two days the witnesses named by them for their defence. The 
four sentenced by me on the 9ih only came in that day and never 
went to llajut. 

17. Paragraph 7. — It is unnecessary for me to go into the replies of 
those Defendants who were not sentenced by me. Ishwar Doss, Goopi- 

• A .mall focdablo River divide. > Kuddun, Ram Roodra, all of Manikdee* 

it from Ualiiakandy. the Village ill which our Camp (generally 

denominated Soobdee,) actually was, appeared and said they did not 
•know why they had been accused as they held advances, had cultivated 
tlieir lands and were willing to sow. I would draw special attention 
to these replies, as they show that I did not make use of my judicial 
powers or of the Police in the matter of a contract, but simply punished 
them for a misdemeanor, although consenting to all that the Factory 
required of them, and that their replies tend to show that the complaint 
was not preferred with that object, or for any other reason than to pro- 
cure punishment for what I consider a Criminal offence. It will be seen 
that I asked this question of the Defendants and with the motive of 
ascertaining if there were any plot to use the case for coercion, As well 
as whether Plaintiff was justified in going to the Village. No attempt 
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nmde to refute the evidence or to throw douhts on its aiillieuticity. 
All four were implicated, by the Plaintiff, Goopeeiiath, by two and the 
other three by all the witnesses, 

18. Paragraph 8. — I do not consider that a fine of twenty Rupees is 
a heavy fine. It is a common penalty in petty cases. The alternative, 
if within fifteen days, might have been construed into an attempt to bar 
the right of appeal. I am glad therefore that it was three weeks. 

19. Paragraph 9.-— I had nothing to do with this part of the pro- 
ceedings. 

20. Pai^agraph 10. — Roquires no remarks. 

21. Paragraph 11. — Has been answered already. I would merely 
remark that most people would ascertain his accpiaintance with the facts 
before citing a man as a witness. 

22. Paragraph 12. — The Takeedgeer was not a witness named in the 
first Petition and was not sent in by the Darogab. He presented a Peti- 
tion as a duly authorised agent, recpiesting that his statement might be 
taken on oath. The course I adopted was in strict accordance with Law 
and general Procedure. 

, 23. Paragraphs 13 and 14. — I consider that a Criminal ofience under 
Section AHII., Ilegulutiou IX. of 1793 is fully proved on the evidence, and 
no valid defeiieo is set up. The Law considers the intention of the accused 
and that is fully established by the statements that Plaintiff only 
escaped violent treatment by absconding as well as by the conversation 
of the Villagers. I cannot comprehend the latter part of paragraph 13. 
The case had no connection whatever with breach of contract. The 
charge deposed to is one proi)erIy cognizable under the general Law and 
not cognizable under Act XI. of 1860. The offence is said to have been 
committed on 14th or 15th March, and the Petition was presented on 
22nd March, before the discussion of the new Law in Calcutta more than 
100 miles from our Camp. The evidence was recorded and process issued 
on 30th March. Act XI. of 1860 has three provisions, for breach of 
contract; secondly for preventing those under contracts by threats, &e., jGrom 
fulfilling them ; thirdly for destruction of Indigo Crop. The present case 
does not come under any of these provisions. The fact that mention is 
made of other matters in the original Petition does not affect that portion 
of the charge which alone was Criminal and which alone was considered 
by me. Separate cases under Act XI. of 1860 might have been brought ; 
that was optional with Mr. Moares, If Prosecutor had not gone to the 
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Village, the Planter would not have known who was fulfilling his con- 
tract and who not. I consider the ofience criminal according to general 
Law as well as the spirit of paragraph 4, letter, Secretary Government 
of Bengal, No. 983 of 17th March 1860. 

24. I have now only to offer a few remarks on the general charges, 
and on Mr. Secretary Young^s letter No. 3476, of 30th June. The 
accusation appears to be that I have perverted the Law to compel Byots 
to fulfil contracts. Now, I would remark that such a construction 
cannot be put on any of my proceedings. The only order, and for that 
I have given good authority, which is at all in favor of the Planter in 
any matter connected with the general dispute, is that of 12th March 
which I rescinded as explained in my letter No. 113, of this date. The 
case of Bhogai Sheik is in no way connected with any question of 
contracts, and I trust that I have shown this satisfiictorily, and that 
my proceedings were lawful, reasonable, and just. I do not perceive in 
what way it can prejudice my character for judicial impartiality j for, 
with my whole heart I believe that 1 acted impartially and with the 
most honest intentions of doing my duty to the Government as well 
as between man and man. 

25. The charges are grave, but I humbly argue that they are not 
merited. In the case in question, the legal obligation of the Ryot to cul- 
tivate Indigo is not raised, and consequently I cannot have disregarded 
any instructions on the subject. In my letter No. 199, of 30th ultimo, 
which I request may be considered with this explanation, I have shown 
that I have not disregarded those instructions wherever the legal 
obligation has been submitted to my judgment. 

26. I request the favor of a copy of the remarks you may make in 
submitting this to Government, as well as of the translation of the 
papers of the case. One translation will suffice for Mr. Molony and 
myself. 

Petition of Mb. G. Meaees, of Sindooree Factory, Pergunnah Sahaoojeean, — 
(dated 8th Chytro 1266 B. S.) 

The Petitioner represents that the Ryots of several Villages within 
the Jurisdiction of the Khajoorah and other Factories subordinate to 
that at Sindooree, numbering from 2 to 3,000, had combined and assem- 
bled to do injury to the cultivation which has been made and which 
remains to be made on the Pattaic, Khattaie and Nizabad lands, to 
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disallow his Tehsildar, Ameen, Takeedgeer and other servants coming 
into the Villages so that they may not collect rents, to seize and beat 
them and to make an attempt at plundering, and setting fire to the Fac- 
tory ; that on his petitioning the Magistrate on the subject the Darogah 
and the Ballagustee Burkundauzes were deputed into the Mofussil to 
check those outrages. That notwithstanding this, and in spite of the 
Magistrate’s orders, the Ryots are gradually assembling and doing injury 
to him. The Ryots of the Villages within the Jurisdiction of Khajoo- 
rah Factory, \nz.^ Bhogeruth Mundul, Akhoy Mundul, Ramjoy Mundul, 
Baddul Dass, Ramsoonder Dass, Goopeenauth Dass, Isserchunder Dass, 
and Ramjoy Dass of Manickdee, Rukman Mundul, Aununtoram 
Mundul, Aunund Dass, Dhonai Mundul, and Soomcr Mundul of 
Harrobaradee, Mahtab Mundul, Taher Mundul, and Sooltan Biswas of 
Sathgurree, Dowah Mullick Mundul, Khoeruddy Sheikh, Madaroe 
Joardar, Dulloo Joardar, Jungoolee Mullick, Golamally Burkutoollah 
Joardar, Domun Sirdar, Solaet Meer, Denoo Sirdar, Kodum Mundul, 
and Kasheenath Poorah of Noornuggur and from 200 to 250 others 
have assembled with Lattics, Sheilds, Surkees, &c., and joining with the 
assemblage of other Villages are committing various outrages with au 
intent to plunder and set fire to the Khajoorah Factory, to assault the 
servants and the Assistant Saheb, to stop the cultivation of Pattaie and 
NizaJjad Indigo lands which have been partly cultivated, to shirk 
sowing Indigo when the rain set in, to prevent the collection of rent 
from Talooks, Izarahs and other Estates. That under these circum- 
stances it is very likely that they will some time or other attack and 
plunder the Factory or set fire to it. That these people are hovering 
about the Factory day and night and giving out what is stated above ; 
so that injury will be done to Indigo sowing, and his Factory as well as 
the others within its Concern will suffer great loss, and that should the 
Magistrate afford no protection the Petitioner will be ruined under their 
oppression. He prays that the above named persons be summoned 
and bound down in securities so that they may not commit the outrages 
mentioned above. 


Petition of Mb. G. Meabes, of Sindooree Factory, Pergunnah Sahaoojeean,— 
(dated 18th Chytro 12G6 B. S.) 

The Petitioner states that he has appoiniel his servant Bhogai 
Takeedgeer of Haydhurporc as his Mooktear to depose on oath fur him 
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iu the suit brought by him in the Magistrate’s Court against Dulloo 
.Toardar of Balliakandy and Bhajon Biswas of Noormiggur and others 
for an attempt at attacking his Factory at Khajoorah and beating his 
Ameen and Takeedgeer and for disallowing them to enter the Villages, 
&c. He prays that the case be tried after the deposition of that 
Mooktear has been taken on oath on his behalf. 

BiiOGAi Sheikh, Prosecutor on behalf of Mr. G. Meaiies, of Sindoorce Fac- 
tory, declares on oath on the 30th March 1860. 

T AM in the service of Mr. G. Meares of Sindooree as Takeedgeer 
of the Khajoorah Factory. On the 2nd or 3rd of Chytro, at about 
10 A, M., I went to Balliakandy in order to see the Indigo land ai\d to 
tell the Ryots to cultivate Indigo, and saw on my arrival Dulloo Joardar, 
Demon Sirdar, Khoiruddeen, Sheilfh Golamee Maleetah, Salamut Meor, 
and Kasheenath Mistree of that Village ; Sooltan Biswas, Mahtab 
Mundul, and Taher Mundul of Sathgoree; Bhajon Biswas, Dowah Mullick, 
Baddul Sheikh, and Mirzan Mundul of Noornugger, Dhonai Mollah, 
Rukman Mundul, Misseree Biswas, Aununtoram Dass of Harrobaradee, 
Isser Dass, Goopeenath Dass, Buddun Dass, and Ramrooddoo Dass of 
Manickdee and about 100 to 150 others sitting at the door of the cow- 
fold of Dulloo Joardar. They were saying that they would no more 
cultivate Indigo on account of the Saheb as an order has been issued 
by Her Majesty the Queen. At that time I appeared there anil was 
abused indecently. They further addressed mo thus — Wait Skala, 
we shall presently cultivate well,” and then came to beat me. On this 
I made Furrootoollah Sheikh, Hullodhur Gliose, Chundeechurn> Kaliar 
and others my witness and reported the occurrence to my Master. 

QueMofi on the ^\st March, — Anmer. — No, they no more cul- 

Have not they cultivated Indigo tivate Indigo, 
since that time? 

Question, — Are the lands of those Answer, — They are not Nizchas 
Villages cultivated by Nizchas or lands ,* advances were made for 
advances made for that purpose ? them. 

Question put hy Prosecutor* s Mooh^^ Answer* — Bhajon Biswas, Dowah 

tear, — Were there any one of Noor- Mullick, Mirzan Mundul and 
nuggur ? Budderuddy were there. 

Question, — Could you then enter Answer, — The dispute only com- 

the Village. menced at that time. 

We now and then used to go there. 
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— Under whose order Jnsiver, — Under the order of 

did you go there ? Tarim Chuckerbutty, the Goraash - 

tah of the Factory, who sent me to 
enquire whether the Ryots would 
cultivate Indigo or not. 

CnrauEE Beitaea, deposes on oath on the 30th March 1860. 

I KNOW the Prosecutor Bhogai Takeedgeer of Mr. G. Me#es, 
and the Defendants Dulloo Joardar and others. I have no concern with 
them. At about 8^ a. m. of the 2nd or 3rd of Chytro, I saW on my 
arrival at home from Koolchara where I had left a Palkee that Dulloo 
Joardar, Kashecnath Missree, Badul Sirdar, Demon Sirdar, Khoiruddy 
Sheikh, Golamce Maloeta, Salamut M^r of Balliakandj^ Sooltan Biswas, 
Mahtab Mundul, Taher Mundul of Sathgooree, Bhajon Biswas. Dowah 
Mullick, Baddul Sheikh, Mirzan Mundul of Noornuggur, Aununtoram 
Dass, Annundo Dass, Missree Mundul of Harrobaradee, Ramjoy Mundul 
Pass, Isser Dass, Goopeenath Dass, Buddun Dass, llamroodro Dass 
of Manickdee, and 300 to 350 others were sitting at the door of 
Dulloo Joardar^s cow fold and holding a consultation. They were 
saying that they would no more sow Indigo and that if the Ameen 
and the Takeedgeer of the Saheb enter the Village they would beat 
them to death. Whilst they were uttering these words the Prosecutor 
came there on which they abused him and attempted to assault him. 
The Prosecutor then went away making us his witnesses, 

31^^ March I860, 

(laemoH, — Are you the SaheVs Answer, — No. 

man ? 

Question, — Have you taken any Axiswer, — No, I am a Bearer 

advance ? and carry Palkee. 

Question, — Whose Ryot are Answer. — I am a Ryot of Mo« 

you? thoor Baboo. I have no concern 

with the Saheb. 

FuEBAOTUiiLAn Sheikh, deposes on oath on the 30th March 1860. 

I KNOW the Prosecutor Bhogai Takeedgeer of Mr. G. Meares, 
and the Defendants Dulloo Joardar and others. I have no concern with 
them. At about 7 or 8 a. m, of tJie 3rd or 4jth of Cl)ytro, I went to 
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my son-in-law Mornrage’s house at Nuffurkandy and thence to Ballla- 
kandy where I saw Dulloo Joardar, Kasseenath Misser, Dtmun Joar- 
dar^ Khoiruddy' Sheikh, Jolamee Malhetah of Balliakandy, Lokeman 
Mundul, Dhouae Mollah, Aunnntoram Dass, Missree Biswas of Ilarro- 
haradee, Dowah Mullick, Mirzan Mundiil, BadJoollah Mundnl, Bhajon 
Biswas of Noornuggur, Mahtah Mundul, Sooltan Biswas, Taher Ma- 
homed Mundul of Sathgurree, Buddun Dass, Bamroodro Dass, Annund 
Da«s, Isscr Dass, Ramjoy Dass of Manickdce, and 300 to 350 others 
sitting together at the door of Dulloo Joardar^s cow fold and holding a 
consultation. They wore sa3^1ng that they would no more sow Indigo 
that whoever will sow Indigo will be punished by them, and that if 
the Auieen and the Takecdgoer of the Factory come into the Village 
they would heat them, woiinduthem and kill them. Whilst they 
were saying these words, the Prosecutor appeared there on which they 
aluiscd him and attempted to assault him. The Prosecutor then made 
us witnesses and went away. 


Hullo iHira Gitose, deposes on oath on the 30th March 1860. 

I KNOW the Prosecutor Bhogai, Takeedgeer of Mr. G. Meares, 
and the Defendants Dulloo Joardar and others. I have no concern with 
them. At about 9 a. m. of the 2nd or 3rd of Chytro last, as I was 
going to Damoorhooda I saw at Balliakandy that Dulloo Joardar, 
Kasheenath Missree, Golaniee Malita, Deloo Sirdar, Bukiar Joardar, 
Madareo Mundul, Baool Sirdar of Balliakandy^ Taher Mahomed Sheikh, 
Sooltan Biswas, Mahtabdee Mundul of Sathgoree, Biuldcruddy^heikh, 
Mirzan Mundul, Bhajon Biswas, Dowah Mullick of Noornuggur, Miss- 
ree Biswas, Aununt(^’am Mundul, Nuklioo Mundul, Dlionee Mollah, 
Annund Dass of Ilurrobaradoe, Bhogeeruth Mundul, Isser Dass, 
Ilamjoy Dass, Goopeenauth Dass, Buddui^ Dass, Ramrooddro Dass of 
Manickdee, and 300 to 350 others were sitting at the door of 
Dulloo Joardar^s cow fold and holding a consultation. They were 
saying that they would no more cultivate Indigo for the Saheb, 
and that if the Aineen and the Takeedgeer of the Saheb come into the 
Village they will beat them. They asked me what has been done in 
our quarter regarding the sowing of Indigo, and I in reply said that the 
disaffection which prevails here against the cultivation of Indigo has 
Dot extended to our quarter. We are all willing to cultivate Indigo. 
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At this moment the Prosecutor made his appearance there on which 
they abiise^him and attempted to assault him. The Prosecutor then 
went away making us his witnesses. 

QuesUon , — Have not they culti- Answer, — No. 

vated Indigo since that time ? 


Ordered, — On the 31st March 1800, that the witnesses be dismissed, 
that the Defendants Dulloo Joardar, Domun, Khoiruddy, Golamee, *Ka- 
seenath, Sooltan, Mahtahdee, Taher, Bhajon, and Dowah Mullick 
Budderuddecn, Mirzan, Missree Mundul, Annuntoram, Isser, Gopee- 
nath, Buddun, Ilamroodro, be sent for through the Darogah, who 
should take a bail of Rupees 50 from each of them and send them 
to the Court. 


Dulloo Joardar’s defence, dated the Gth April 1860. 


Ques/io?i . — What have you to 
say to the charge of illegal assem- 
blage for not sowing Indigo brought 
against you by Bhogai Sheikh on 
behalf of Mr. G. Meares ? 


Qiieslion»—PLve you willing to 
sow Indigo this year ? 


Ausicer , — I have not committed 
the crime. The charge is got up, 
owing to our having lodged a com- 
plaint at the Thannah against the 
oppression practised upon us by 
Mr. G. Meares. Seetul Joardar, 
Golam Joardar, Bhogai Joardar of 
Balliakandy will bear me out that 
I have not committed the crime. 
I am willing to sow Indigo on the 
land which Shave previously cul- 
tivated with Indigo. 

Answer, — Yes. 


Douots Sibdar’s defence, dated the 6tli April 1860. 

Question , — What have you to Answer , — I have not committed 

say to the charge of illegal assem- the crime. The charge is got up 
blage for not sowing Indigo brought owing to our having complained at 
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the Thannah tliat the Saheh forces 
us to sow Indigo. 1 2 ^ willing to 
sow Indigo for the Saheb. There 
was no assemblage of people. Mir- 
zan of Balliakandy knows it. 

Kasjteenath Mjssiiee’s defence, dated the 6th April 1860. 

Question, — What have you to Answer, — I have not committed 

say to the charge of illegal assem- the crime. The charge is got up 
blage for not sowing Indigo brought against me owing to my having 
against you by Bhogai Sheikh on petitioned at the Thannah tliat Mr. 
behalf of Air. G. Meares ? G. Meares coerces me to cultivate 

Indigo. I have no witness to prove 
my innocence. 

Question, — Have your entered Answer, — Yes. I have entered 
into contract to sow Indigo. ? into a contract. I am willing to 

sow Indigo. 

GoXjAH Malittah’s defence, dated the 6th April 1860. 

Question, — ^What liave you to Answer, — I have not committed 

say to the charge of illegal assem-* the crime. I am at a loss to know 
blage for not sowing Indigo, why tlie Saheb has brought the 
brought against you by Bhogai charge against us. Moteeoollah 
Sheikh on behalf of Mr. G. Mullick, Jiiidar Mundul, Oomed 
Meares.? Joardar of Balliakandy will bear 

out that I have not committed the 
crime. If all others sow Indigo, I 
will do the same. 

Question.^HsiyQ yoh got a Answer, — I have a Khattah for 

Khaitah ? three and half beegahs of land on 

which I am willing to sow Indigo, 

Khoiettudeen’s defence, dated the 6th April 1860. 

Question, — What have you to Answer, — I have not committed 

pay to the charge of illegal assem- the crime, nor do I know why the 
blage for not sowing Indigo, charge has been preferred against 
brought against you by Bhogae me. 


against you by Bhogai Sheikh on 
behalf of Mr. G, Meares ? 
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Sheikh on hehalf of Mr. G. I cultivate Indigo for the Saheb 

Meares ? and will do so this year ; but I 

never get money for it. There 
was no assemblage as will be proved 
by Moiddeen Meer, Kanaee Shaha, 
Bhogai Shaha of Balliakandy. 

QneHiou, — What quantity of Answer, — My KhaUah shows one 

land does your KhMah show ? and half beegah of land, which I 

am willing to cultivate with 
Indigo. 

Bu/VJOX Biswas’ defence, dated the 6th April 1860. 

Question , — What have you to Answer , — I have not committed 

say to the charge of illegal assem- the crime, nor have I any dispute 
blagc for not sowing Indigo, with the Saheb. I am at a loss to 
brought against you by Bhogai know why the charge has been 
Sheikh on the part of Mr. G. preferred against me. I have 
Meares? taken no advance this year for 

Indigo. If all others cultivate 
Indigo, I will do the same. 

Bhootah Chowkeedar of my 
Village is witness of my innocence. 

Question , — Hive you got a Answer. — Yes, I have. As 

Khattah ? every one expresses a wish not to 

sow Indigo this year, a stop has 
been put to its cultivation, 

Miezan Mundtjl’s defence, dated the 61# April 1860. 

Question , — What have you to A?iswer,~l have not committed 
say to the charge of illegal* as- the crime, nor do I know why the 
semblage for not sowing Indigo, charge has been preferred. There 
brought against you by Bhogai has been been a dispute between 
Sheikhonbehalfof Mr, G, Meares? myself and the Saheb owing to 

my failure to sow Indigo. If my 
fellow Villagers cultivate Indigo I 
will do the same also. My witness 
Bhooto Bagdee, of Noornuggiir, 
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and Chokoo Biswas of Tbakoor- 
pooker will bear out my statement 
that I have not committed the 
crime. If the Government issue 
ordersj I will sow Indigo. 

you made a Answer , — We have not closed 

Khaitah of your old account ? our accounts, nor have we taken 

any advance this year. We culti- 
vate Indigo in consequence of tlie 
advance formerly made. 


Mautati dee's defence, dated the 6th April 1860. 


Question , — What have you to 
say to the charge of illegal assem- 
blage for not sowing Indigo, 
brought against you by Bhogai 
Sheikh on behalf of Mr. G. 
Meares ? 


Questmu — Have you got a 
Khaitah ? 


Answer , — I have not committed 
the crime, nor do I know why the 
charge has been brought against 
me. I have no dispute with the 
Saheb. I have been sowing Indigo 
since a long time, but I have not 
taken advance this year. I cannot 
say whether I will sow Indigo or 
not. I am employed in construct- 
ing Roads and from Poos to Choytro 
I have been employed on the 
Changdaga Road so I have no con- 
cern with the assemblage, as will 
bo proved by Chokoo Biswas and 
Darass Joardar of Thakoorpooker. 
Borkut Sheik of Peerugekhally, is 
also my witness. 

Answer , have a Khattah for 
five beegahs of land on which I am 
willing to sow Indigo, 


Oroered. — On the 6th April, that a bail of Rupees 50 be taken from 
each of the above named Defendants and the witnesses named by them 
be produced by them within two days. 
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Goopeet^aute Dass* defence, dated the 9th April 18GO. 


Question , — What have yon to 
say to the charge of illegal assem- 
blage in the house of Dulloo Joar- 
clar of Balliakaiuly for not sowing 
Indigo, and for giving evil counsel 
on the subject, which has been 
brought against you by Bhogai 
Sheikh on behalf of Mr. Meares ? 


Answer — I have not committed 
the crime, nor do I know anything 
about it. 1 have a KhaUah for two 
beogahs of land within the juris- 
diction of Mr. Meares^ Factory at 
Khajoorah. I have cultivated the 
land and am willing to sow Indigo 
on it in time. I am at a loss to 
know why tl;ie charge has been 
preferred against me. I have no 
witness. 


BunnuK Dass* defence, dated the 9th April ISGO. 


Qnesfloii , — What have you to 
say to the charge of illegal as- 
semblage in the house of Dulloo 
Joardar, of Balliakandy, for not 
sowing Indigo, and for giving evil 
counsel on the subject, wliich has 
been brought against you by Bho- 
gai Slieikh on beluilf of !Mr. 
Meares ? 


Answer . — I have not committed 
the crime nor do I know anything 
about it. 1 have a KhaUah for two 
beegahs of land within the juris- 
diction of Mr. Meares* Factory at 
Khajoorah. I have cultivated the 
land and am willing to sow Indigo 
on it in time. I am at a loss to 
know why the charge has l>eeu 
preferred against me, I have no 
witness. 


Eamroodho Dass’ defence, dated the 9th April 1860. 

QnesUon . — What have you to Answer , — I have not committed 
say to the charge of illegal assem- the crime nor do I know any tiling 
blage ill the house of Dulloo Joar- about it. I have a KhaUah for four 
dor of Balliakandy, for not sow- and half beegahs of land within the 
ing Indigo, and for giving evil jurisdiction of Mr. Meares* Factory 
counsel on the subject, which has at Khajoorah. I have cultivated the 
been brought against you by land and am willing to sow Indigo 
Bhogai Sheikh on behalf of Mr. on it in .time. I have no witness. 
Meares ? 
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Lssek Pass’ defence, dated the Dth April 1860, 

Question . — What have you to Answer — I have not commiiteil 

say to the charge of illegal as- the crime nor do I know anything 
semblage in the house of Dulloo about it. I have a Khattah for two 
Joardar of Balliakandy, for not beegahs of land within the juris- 
sowing Indigo and for giving evil diction of Mr. Meares’ Factory at 
counsel on the subject, which has Khajoorah. I have cultivated the 
been brought against you by land and am willing to sow Indigo 
Bhogai Sheikh on behalf of Mr. on it in time. I have no witness. 
Meares ? 


Missree Mundul’s defence, dated the 9th April 1860. 


Question . — AVhat have you to 
say to the charge of illegal assem- 
blage in the house of Dulloo 
Joardar of Balliakandy, for not 
sowing Indigo, and for giving 
evil counsel on the subject, which 
has been brought against you by 
Bhogai Sheikh on behalf of Mr. 
Meares ? 


Answer — I have not committed 
the crime nor do I know any thing 
about it. I have a Khattah for two 
beegahs of land within the juris- 
diction of Mr. Meares^ Factory at 
Khajoorah. I have cultivated the 
land \ but if others do not cultivate 
Indigo I also will not cultivate it. 
Fukeer Chand Chowkeedar, Balia- 
door Mundul, and Sectul Sheik of 
my Village are my witnesses that I 
have not committed the crime. 


Aitntjnt Bah Pass’ defence, dated the 9th April I860. 


Question . — What have you to 
say to the charge of illegal assem- 
blage in the house of Dulloo Joar- 
dar of Balliakandy, for not sowing 
Indigo, and for giving evil counsel 
on the subject, which has been 
brought against you by Bhogai 
Sheikh on behalf of Mr. Meares ? 


Answer . — I have not committed 
the crime nor do I know any thing 
about it. I have a Khattah for two 
beegahs of land within the juris- 
diction of Mr. Meares^ Factory at 
Khajoorah. I have cultivated the 
land ; but if others cultivate Indigo 
I will do the same ; otherwise I 
shall not be able to cultivate it by 
any means. That I have not com- 
mitted the crime will be proved by 



( 1125 ) 


my witnesses, Tincowree Kabar, 
Is^ser Dass, and Fukeer Chunder 
Cbowkecdarof my Village. 

Ordered, on the 9tb April I860, that a bail of Rupees 50 be taken 
from Aunufitotram and Missrce Mimdul and that a Subpoena be issued 
to the witnesses named by them. 

Mtrzan SiiRiKiT, deposes on oath, 13th April 1 SCO. 

Question. — What do you know Answer. — I have no concern with 
of Domon^s innocence and have Domun Sheikh and know iiotliing 
you any concern with him? of his innocence. On the 10th or 

11th Chaytro ho and I thatched a 
a house the whole day. He did 
not join the assembly. 

Moizuddy Meer, deposes on oath, 13th April LSOO. 

,• Question . — Wliat do you know Answer. — I know Defendant 

of Defendant Khoiruddy’s inno- Khoiruddy. I have no concern with 
cence? him. On the loth or 16th of Fal- 

goon, when the Ryots went to the 
KaloopoleThannahJ and the Defen- 
dant thatched a house the whole day. 

Q?iestlo7t on the Will April Ansxoer. — No, I am a servant of a 

1800. — Have you taken advance Zemindar, 
for Indigo? 

Question. — Do the Defendants Answer. — Yes, they do. 

hold advance ? 

Kanae SiiAiT, deposes on oath, 13th April 1860. 

Question. — What do you know Ansxver. — I know Defendant 

of the Defendants’ innocence? Khoiruddy. I have no concern with 

him. The Defendant never joined 
any assembly nor did he ever prevent 
any one from sowing Indigo. I am 
aware of this as my house is close to 
that of the Defendant. On the 12th 
142 
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or 13th of Chytro I and the Defen- 
dant thatched a house the whole day, 

Bhootoe Chowkeedae, deposes on oath, 13th April 1860. 

Question, — What do you know Answer , — I know the Defendant 

of the Defendants' innocence ? Bhajon Biswas. I have no concern 

with him. The Defendant never 
joined any assembly. He is em- 
ployed as a Gomashtah of the Golah'^ 
harry at Hazrah Haut belonging to 
Maher Joardar of Choongy Dangah. 
lie always remains at the former 
place and scarcely comes home. The 
day on which the assemblage is al- 
leged to have been formed, he was at 
Hazrah Haut and not at home. I 
know this because I inhabit th®^ 
same Village with him. 

Question , — What do you know Answer , Defendant never 
of Defendant Mirzan Mundul's joined the assembly. I know this, 
innocence? because we are the inhabitants of 

the same Village. 

CiTurivOO Biswas, deposes on oath, 13th April 1860. 

Question , — What do you know Answer , — I know Defendants 

of the Defendants' innocence ? Mahtabdee and Mirzan. I have no 

concern with them. I did not see 
the Defendants join the assembly, 
nor did I hear that they have given 
any evil counsel regarding Indigo 
sowing. From Pous to Chytro, 
Mahtabdee used to go to the Kail- 
road in the morning for the pur- 
pose of serving as a Sirdar and to 
return home at 13 o'clock. 
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Que^/lou on the YUh April 1800. Answer, — Yes. I have one. 

— Have you got an Indigo Khat- 
iah ? 

Question, — Have the Defendants Answer, — Yes, they have also 

any ? one each. 

Seetul Jo Alin ar, deposes on oath, 13 th April 1860. 

Qneslmt, — What do you know Answer, — I know Defendant Dul- 

of the Defendants’ innocence ? loo Joardar. I have no concern 

with him. The Defeinlant never 
joined the assembly. I know this 
because he and I inhabit the same 
Village, 

Question on the 14/^ April 1860, Answer, — Yes. We do. 

— Do you or the Defendants hold 
any advance ? 

Golamee Jo Ann All, deposes on oath, 13th April 1860. 

Question, — What do you know Answer, — I know Defendant Dul- 

of the Defendants’ innocence? loo Joardar. I have no concern with 

him. No assemblage was f(ymed in 
our Village. 1 never saw it. Had it 
been formed I would have heard of it. 
I know that the Defendant never 
joined any assembly because his 
house and mine are in the same 
Village. 


Jetvdati M undue, deposes on oath, 13th April 1860. 


Question, — What do you know 


* This is Golam Malifc- 
ta’s witness and not Dulloo*s 
as erroneously recorded 
here. 


of Dulloo* 
Joardar’s 
innocence? 


Answer, — I know the Defendant 
Dulloo Joardar. I have no concern 
with him. The Defendant never 
joined any assemblage nor did any 
other of our Village. I know this 
as my house and that of the De- 
fendant are in the same Village. 
I do not know why the charge has 
been brought against him. 
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Domed Joardar, deposes on oatli, 13th April 1860. 


QneHion . — Wlmt do you know 
of the Defendants^ innocence ? 


Answer . — I know Dulloof Joar- 


f The same error has 
been committed here 
also. 


d ar, and have 
no CO n c e r n 
with him. The 


Defendant never joined the assem- 
bly. I saw none of our Village to 
assemble. I know this as the De- 


fendant and I work together and 
live in the same Village. I do not 
know why the charge has been 
brought against him. 


Taher Maitomed Mundijl’s defence, dated the IGth April 1860. 

Qnesflon . — What have you to Ansioer . — I have not committed 

say to tlie charge of illegal assem- the crime, nor do I know any thing 
blage at Balliakandy for not sowing of it. I do not know also why 
Indigo, brought against you by the charge has been brought 
Bhogai Takeedgeer on behalf of against me. From 2nd to 6th 
Mr. G. Meares? Chytro I was employed at 

home witli Jamcer Ghoramee and 
Godae Sheikh in thatching my 
house. They as well as Ameer 
Cliosvkeedar, who knows this, will 
bear out what 1 say. 

Q?ieslloa . — What quantity of AitJMeer . — 1 hear that there is a 

land does your Khattah show ? Khaltah which shows five beegahs 

of land in my name, but I did not 
receive any Khattah. 

I do not wish that the deposition ^ 
of my witnesses should be taken. 

Bcdderttody Mundtjl’s defence, dated the 16th April 1860. 

CluesUon . — ^What have you to Answer , — I have not committed 

say to the charge of illegal assem- the crime, nor do I know any thing 
blage at Balliakandy for not sow- of it. I had a Khattah for five 
ing Indigo, brought against you beegahs of land within the juris- 
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by Bliog^ai Takeeclgeei* on behalf diction of Mr. C>. Mearcs’ Factory 
of Mr. G, Meares ? at Toltollah, but I am not willing 

to sow Indigo in consequence of 
the oppression on the part of that 
Salich. It will be proved by my 
witnesses Kabil Sheikh and Mo- 
him Sheikh, of Thakoorpore, that 
I have not committed the crime, 
and that on the 2nd Chytro I 
sold them Paddy at my house. 

Qfiesilon , — Did you take ad- J?iswe /\ — Last year I sowed five 

Vance last ‘year ? beegahs of land. 

I do not wish that the deposi- 
tion of my witnesses should be 
taken. 

Dowah Mulltctv’s defence, dated the 16th April 1860. 

QuCiHio ??. — What have you to Answer . — I have not committed 

say to the charge of illegal as- the crime. I Avas bad with my 
sombhxge at Balliakaiidy for not hand during the months of Maugh 
sowing Indigo, which has been and Falgoon. After that I was 
brought against you by Ehogai ckallaned to Jessore. I did not 
Takeedgeer on behalf of Mr. join the assembly nor do I know 
Meares ? why the charge has been preferred 

against me. Adum Mundul, 
Bhootoe Chowkeedar and Poally 
Mundul, of Noornuggur, will bear 
out my statement. 

Question . — Do you hold any ad- Answer . — I have an old advance- 

vance for Indigo, and A^diat quan- I sowed six beegahs of land last 
tity of land did you sow last year year. I do not wish that the de- 
upon advance ? position of my witnesses should be 

taken. 

SooiiTAK Biswas’ defence, dated the 16th April 1860. 

Question . — What have you to Answer — I have not committed 

say to the charge of illegal assem- the crime. I am unwilling to sow. 
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blage brought against you by Indigo in consequence of oppres- 
Bhogai Sheikh ? sion on the part of Mr. Gr. Meares, 

but I have a Jchattah for five beegahs 
of land in the jurisdiction of the 
Khajoorah Factory. That I have 
not committed the crime, and that 
on the 3rd Chytro I went to 
Noornuggur to purchase chillies 
and returned home the next even- 
ing, will bo proved by Modhoo 
Sheikh and Ilaheejoollah Sheikh, 
inhabitants of my Village. 

Question , — Do you hold any ad- Answer , — I have heard of ad- 

vance. If you do, did you sow In- vance having been taken by 
digo last year ? my father and grandfather. I 

sowed Indigo on five beegahs of 
land last year. 

I do not wish that my wit- 
nesses should be called upon to 
depose. 


Petition of Me. Gr. Meabes, Manager of Sindoorce Factory, Pergunnah 
Bahaoojcan, — (dated 8th Bysack 1267 B. S.) 

The Petitioner states that he lodged a complaint in the Magistrate's 
Court against Mahtab Mundul of Sathgurree and others for not sowing 
Indigo and for giving evil counsel. In this case some of the Defendants 
have been punished, with the others he has compromised and presents 
this Petition as a Deed of Compromise, praying that it be filed with the 
Nuthce and the case disposed of accordingly. 

Oedeeed, that the Razeenamah be granted and the Defendant 
released. 


Petition of Mtbzan Sheikh of Noornuggur, Pergunnah Sahaoojean, to the 
Magistrate of Jessore, — (dated 8th Bysack 1267 B. S.) 

The Petitioner states that he ever since cultivates Indigo upon 
advance from Mr. G. Meares^ Factory at Toltollah, that he has taken an 
advance this year also, marked out the laud and cultivated it ; that he 
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will without any objection sow Indigo when the rains set in ; that the 
people of this quarter having held an evil consxiltation not to sow 
Indigo^ assembled and made a Petition ; and that now he will no more 
join the assemblage. He prays that such an order be issued as will 
prevent the people who have formed the assemblage from exercising any 
oppression upon him for having cultivated Indigo. 

Ordekri)^ that the Darogah should keep an eye over the Petitioner 
that no one commits any outrage or oppression upon him. 


From E. W. Molony, Esq., Magistrate of Jessore, to A. Jl. Yoiiko, Esq., 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 293, dated the 14th 
August 18G0.) 

Sill, 

In my letter No. 209, to the address of the Commissioner of 
Circuit, dated the 9th ultimo, which forwarded my explanation in the 
case of Dulloo Joardar and others, I requested Mr. Liishington to fur- 
nish me with a copy of his remarks, in order that I might be enabled to 
supply any further explanation on points which he might consider un- 
satisfactorily or imperfectly explained. Owing to my absence in the 
Mofussil, the copy was not received by me until the 9th instant. 

2. I find that Mr. Skinner has sent in a supplementary explanation 
on some of the points alluded to by the Commissioner, and at this late 
period I wish to write as shortly as I possibly can. 

3. With reference to the 12th paragraph, I most respectfully submit, 
that the state of the District had become sufficiently alarming to render 
it advisable to*quarter a portion of the Lahore Liglit Horse and two 
parties of Military Police, as well as to send European Constables from 
Calcutta. In this case the fact was proved that servants of the Factory 
were not permitted to enter a Village in prosecution of their Master^s 
business, 

4. With reference to paragraph 17, 1 wish to point out, that it 
was not irregular to accept a Razeenamah from Mr. Meares, who was the 
Prosecutor through his servant, though the record would perhaps have 
been more complete if Bhogai had also given one ; secondly, that it is not 
necessary to refer to a charge in a Petition of compromise further than 
to identify the case, nor is it necessary that the reasons or grounds of 



( ii3^ ) 


compromise should be recorded in it or in any other proceeding, though 
there is no objection to their being stated, and in some cases it is desir- 
able, as in the present instance, showing that the caiise of quarrel 
is removed. It must be admitted that the non -sowing of Indigo was 
the primary cause of all cases at that time between Planter and Ryots, 
and this cause of dispute was, as stated in my explanation, apparently 
removed. 

5. With reference to 1 tth paragraph I beg to point out that out of 
the nine men punished one only produced witnesses, and that he only 
produced one. 

6. AVith referonib to the 6th, 7th and 8th paragraphs, I trust the 
Lieutenant-Governor will observe, that Mr. Meares prayed that his case 
might be taken up after recording the deposition of the Takeedgeer 
(Bhogai); that he deposed to what he was personally cognizant of ; that his 
deposition formed the charge which was brought under investigation ; and 
that the specific chaigc is what I alluded to in my explanation as affecting 
in its tendency the general peace of the District ; also thfit the witnesses 
were at the place of the occurrence before the Plaintiff, and that they 
live in neighbouring Villages and therefore had no difficulty in identi- 
fying the Defendants, and that the depositions do not show that the 
Plaintiif put himself into a position from which, as is argued by the 
Commissioner, he could not extricate liimself. 

7. With reference to the latter paragraph of Mr. Lushington\s 
letter, I hope the Lieutenant-Governor will pardon my saying that I 
am unable to see wby tbo passing of tbe New Act (XI. of i860,) or the 
fact of the Ryots being in dispute with Mr. Meares about their sowings 
should be a ground for dismissal of the case. If there had been no 
dispute there could not have been such a case. If tlie charge had 
been considered false, it must have been dismissed whetlier there was a 
dispute or not, or whether the Contract Law had been passed or not. 
The date of the dismissal of the witnesses by Mr. Skinner w^as the 
80th of March and not the 30th April. 

JFrom C. B. Soixkeb, Esq., Joint Magistrate of Jessore, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, — (No. 288, dated the 6th August 1860.) 

Sin, 

I HAVE the honor to apologize for forwarding direct to your 
Office the following remarks on letter No. 180, from Officiating Commia- 
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feiouei: of Nuddea Division, dated 21st July to your address, as I only 
yesterday afternoon (5ih August,) received a copy, and it is necessary that 
my remarks should arrive as soon as possible. 

2. I do not wish to enter again on differences of opinion. With 
reference to paragraph 5 of the Commissioner’s letter quoted above, I 
would however request a reference to paragraph 12 of my letter to Com- 
missioner, No. 215 of 30th July, and Clause 1, Section II., Regulation 
L. of 1803. By a Subpoena I meant issue of a Subpoena through Nazir’s 
Peons. The Witnesses were sent in, according to the legal process, by 
the Police. 

3. With reference to paragraph 8, I would remark that it is no 
where shown that the Takeedgecr was in the assembly.” He states 
he appeared there,” which may from the context mean anywhere 
within speaking distance. This little difference might cause a very 
different view to be taken of the probabilities of escape. 

4. ‘ Again, I would humbly submif that Mr. Skinner met the 
Gomashtah of the Factory in the Village” is incorrect. I met the Go- 
mashtah at Puddo Beela Bazar, about two miles from Balliakandy, 
whither I proceeded by his direction. I cannot at this remote date re- 
member whether he mentioned the specific attack on the Takecdgeer ; 
but the explanation was not called for till three and half months after 
my visit. It is hardly fair to assume that he did not bring it to my 
notice. 

5. With reference to paragraph 16 of my explanation, I must have 
forgotten that Summons with bail has been cancelled by the Sadder 
Nizamut and no longer exists. Summons and Warrant being the only 
forms of Process. In cases of riot 'Warrant through Police may be first. 
Process IX. of 1807. 

6. The Officiating Commissioner in ])aragraph 12 admits, that it 
was proved before the Court” that a Takeedgeer had received abuse 
and been threatened with assault ; but omits to take into consideration 
flf state of the country admitted in paragraph 8 of his letter No. 44 of 7th 
June, to Secretary to the Government of Bengal. On this omission are 
chiefly based the arguments adduced in paragraphs 12 and 13. 

7. I hardly think that the remarks in paragraph 15 upset my 
arguments. An appeal to the Sessions Judge forty miles distant before 
expiry of sentence or conviction of all the Defendants, would surely offer 
greftter temptations than appeal to the Commissioner after the conclu- 
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sioH of Ite case and expiry of sentence. Further, they were imprisoned 
in the Jail at Jessore. 

8. Not having the Bengallee Record to refer to, I cannot go 

through the translation thoroughly. I would remark, however, that the 
Order of 6th April (paper F,) was that the witnesses named by them be 
called iy the Police to appear in two days. Likewise the Order of 9th 
April for attendance of witnesses was carried into effect through the 
Police of Damoorhooda. * 

9. It does not appear that my letter No. 199, of 30th June, to Of- 
ficiating Commissioner has been forwarded, as recpiested in the last para- 
graph, but one of my explanation. 

10. Mr. Molony being absent on duty cannot now supply any 
comment. I would however remark, that the argument contained 
in the latter part of paragraph 17 of the number of cases brought by 
Mr, Meares under Act XI. of 1 8G0, against other Ryots can hardly be 
held to prove, that the compromife made by the parties to Bhogai Sheikhas 
case was temporary. The same might be said of many a compromise 
entered into by accused persons for the purpose of avoiding the penalty 
of the Law. It is simply a proof that this particular sentence did not 
affect the opinions of the community or influence generally the inclina- 
tion of the Ryots to relinquish the cultivation of Indigo. 


From W. S, Seton-Kaiir, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, to E. H. Lushinoton, Esq., Olliciating Commissioner of the 
Nuddea Division, — (No. 5241, dated the 20th September 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter No 186, dated the 21st of July last, submitting 
the explanatipns forwarded by Messrs. Molony and Skinner in the case 
of Mahbut Mundle and others, in Jessore, which letter has been con- 
sidered together with two communications, dated Cth and 14fth of 
August, received respectively from Mr. Skinner and Mr. Molony, in 
vindication of their conduct. In reply, I am to communicate the follow- 
ing remarks and observations on the subject ; — 

2, It now appears that you were mistaken in saying, when first 
reporting this case, that on Mr. Meares representing that the Defend- 
ants had agreed to sow Indigo for him, the Magistrate, Mr# Molony, 
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released from prison such Defendants as had^ been already convicted 
and sentenced. This correction relieves the case of its worst feature, 
as originally represented, and materially improves its general aspect ; 
but the Lieutenant-Governor is sorry to be obliged to say, after an 
attentive consideration of all that has been urged by Mr. Molony and 
Mr. Skinner, that enough still remains unquestioned to make it im- 
possible for him to pronounce that these Magisterial proceedings are 
otherwise than unsatisfactory. 

3. An Indigo Planter sent Mr. Skinner a Petition I'epresenting 
a state of things most alarming to the public peace, but when his 
agent and his witnesses arrived, the whole story was abandoned, and 
the ease resolved itself upon the evidence into a trifling charge of 
abusive and threatening language used towards one of the Planter's 
servants personally, by a number of Villagers, such language having 
been used towards the servants when, according to his own story, he 
had intruded into the company of the Villagers whilst they were dis- 
cussing amongst themselves whether they should sow Indigo or not. 
The servant who had been sent as the Planter's agent was thereupon 
himself constituted Prosecutor. Upon this petty charge, eighteen men 
were ordered to be apj)rehended and sent in by the Darogah, who 
made their appearances variously on the Gth, 0th and 16th of April, 
and of whom some were ke])t in close confinement, pending trial, for 
several days, the others being from time to time convicted and sentenced 
to iiO Rupees^ fine or tbiee weeks^ imprisonment with labor, comrnut- 
able to a fine of 10 Rupees each. At the end of thirteen days, the 
V’^illagcrs gave in and consented to sow on the Planter's tt‘rms ; where- 
upon the Planter, who was not the nominal Prosecutor in the actual 
case, and who, so far as the actual evidence went, had no ground of 
prosecution sup})osing him to have been the Prosecutor, represented 
to the Magistrate that, as some of the Villagers had been punished, 
and he had compromised with the others, he, the Planter, was satisfied. 
On this the Magistrate released the remaining unconvieted Prisoners. 

4. The plain fact is, that in consequence of the Villagers refusing 
to sow for the Planter, a large number of them, as named by him, were 
apprehended on a trumpery charge, and kept in close confinement by 
the Magistrate, till they agreed to the Plantei^s terms ; w^hen half 
of them were let free, the other half having been meanwhile fined, and 
sentenced to imprisonment from time to time. 
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t',' Jtt ’ is, and was l^’om the fii*st, patent, that the whole case was 
nothing but a device, l>y means of a harassing charge, to compel Ryots 
to sow Indigo against their will, irrespectively of all questions of legal 
obligation to do so. Mr. Molony admits freely and candidly in his 
letter of the 14th ultimo, that the not sowing of Indigo was the 
primary cause of all cases at that time between Planter and Ryots, 
jand that in the present instance, this cause had been apparently- 
removed when the Planter’s second Petition was received. The very 
objectionable feature in the proceedings is, not that the Magistrate was 
thus played upon ; nor even that he allowed himself to be thus played 
upon ; but that he actually strained, and even violated the Law, in aid 
of what was an illegitimate, and, in respei-t to such of the Prisoners 
as were under no obligation to sow, an unjust object. 

0. When the petty character of the charge, as shown by the com- 
plainant’s witnesses, became apparent to Mr. Skinner, his obvious duty 
was, if he thought a prima facie case made out to summon the Defendants ; 
and, on their appearance, to dispose* of the charge as fast as possible ; 
meanwhile binding them to appear under their own recognizances. Ills 
knowledge of the unavowed object of the real mover should have made 
him especially careful to avoid all needless harassment of the Defend- 
ants. J3ut instead of that, he unwarrantably ordered their apprehension 
on the 31st of jMarcli, through the Darogah, who was directed to take 
bail from them, and send them in to the Court, and in default of bail, 
(which they had no means of finding,) he kept them as close Prisoners 
during trial ; all which, as you represent, was illegal, and the oppres- 
siveness of all which, even if it had not been illegal, considering what 
the charge was, and what the known object of making it was, is undeni- 
able. 

7. Mr. IMolony pleads, in justification of the whole proceeding, that 

prompt measures were necessary, and it would have endangered the 
general peace of the District to have allowed a case to drag itself through 
the usual staggs of evasion of Summons, and afterwards Warrant and 
be says that forms that are applicable to cases in times of no dis- 
quietude are out of place in emergencies.” But the conduct of this case 
cannot be justified on this plea. The same case cannot be treated at 
on© time as an important political case of a public character involving 
the peace of the District ; and at another time as a private charge of 
the pettiest offence known to the Law. If the charge was considered as 
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a charge of political importance ; and if severity to tfee 
was thought necessary for the preservation of the peace^ it was not a 
private but a public case. Mr. Molony^ in this view, would have been 
inexcusable for allowing the charge to drop, even if he had done so at 
the request of the nominal complainant ; and still more so for allowing it 
to drop because a person, not being the Prosecutor actually in Court, 
represented that the Villagers in question had come to an agreement 
with him in a commercial affair. 

8. The Lieutenant-Governor must also observe that Mr. Skinner, 
who commenced the case and took the evidence in it, did not treat 
it as a public prosecution, involving the peace of the District. The 
offence charged, as entered by Mr. Skinner, was abusive language and 
attempted assault.^^ The first question which Mr. Skinner put to every 
0X10 of the Defendants, when brought before him a Prisoner on this charge y 
was as follows : — What have you to say to the charge of illegal assem- 
blage, for not sowing Indigo, brought against you by Bhogai Sheikh on 
behalf of Mr. O. Meares After this Prisoners are asked such ques- 
tions as are you willing to sow Indigo this year or " have you 
entered into contract to sow Indigo Have you got a Khattak ?” 
But no questions bearing on the peace of the District were put. It is 
clear that Mr, Skinner treated the case with no thought of the public 
tranquillity ; and, it must be added, with no thought of the nominal 
charge, or nominal complainant ; but with a very clear view from the 
first of the real object of the nominal complainant^s Master in moving 
in the case. 

9. It is comparatively a trifling flaw in this case that the complain- 
ant’s witnesses were confronted with the Defendants, or sqjbjected to any 
sort of cross-examination by any body. 

10. This case throws a strong light upon the habitual action of the 
’Magisterial Courts in the Indigo Districts, in connexion with what the 
Indigo Commission have now pronounced to be the compulsory character 
of the system of Indigo Planting heretofore in force. 

11. For the disagreeable features in this case, Mr, Skinner is mainly 
responsible ; and the Lieutenant-Governor must hold that Officer's pro- 
ceedings in it to be blameworthy. Mr. Molony had but a small part in 
the affair, as he came in when the chief part of the proceedings had been 
taken, and half the convicted Defendants had been punished ; and when 
the character of the case had been already stamped, the Lieutenant- 
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it pr^able that Mr. Molony continued in the lino 
adopted by his predecessor without reilection. If his release of the re- 
maining Prisoners was not founded upon a good technical ground, still, 
as the poor people ought to have been released two weeks before, and 
indeed as they ought on such a charge never to have been put into con- 
finement, the act was in itself ‘but an act of justice. Mr, Molony has 
the best possible right to plead, as he does, his general high character as 
a Magistrate ; and though his involvement in these proceedings must be 
regretted, the Lieutenant-Governor willingly bears testimony to this 
excellent Oificcr^s eminent merits as an upright public servant ; and as 
one of the most intelligent, active and successful Magistrates under 
this Government. 


From E. H. LirsiiTNOTON, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddoa 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 21lCt., 
dated the 8th August 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to submit, for the consideration and orders of 
the Lieutenant-Governor, the explanation called for from Messrs. Molony 
and Skinner in your letter No. 321G, dated 15th Juno last. 

2. Accompanying their explanations are translations of the Petitions 
and orders in each case, so that the Lieutenant-Governor will have the 
best means of weighing in each instance, the arguments these Officers 
have adduced in support of the proceedings now under notice. 

3. In a few places, I have appended some remarks opposite to parti- 
cular passages in the explanations submitted by these gentlemen, but I 
have not thought it necessary to enter into any great details, for in the 
first place the Lieutenant-Governor has desired none, and in the second, 
nothing appears to have been brought forward either by Mr. Molony or 
Mr. Skinner which has shaken the general opinion I ventured to record 
on their proceedings in my letter No. 44*, dated 7th June last. 

FromE. W. Moloky, Esq., Magistrate of Jessore, to the Officiating Commis- 

fiioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 209, dated the 8th July 18G0.) - 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknow- Commmioner^s llemarh* 

ledge the receipt of your letter No. 
lOlCt, dated the 23rd ultimo, giv- 
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ing cover to your Report No. 44, 
dated the 7 th of June, and to 
Government Order No. 3210, dated 
the 1 Gth idem. There are three orders 
of mine which I am called upon to 
explain, viz.^ those of the 2nd and 
10th of March and 9th of April. 

2. The first* of these was 

issued after a care- 
^ Translation A. « , . .... 

lul investigation in 

the Mofussil by myself in person. I 
had been encamped in the Village of 
Sheergram for upwards of three days, 
and my proceedings there have been 
approved by the Sessions Judge in 
Appeal. They were also reported to 
your Office on the 3rd of March in 
my letter No. 77. I have now dis- 
covered for the first time that no 
answer was sent to that letter which 
arrived the day after I left for Than- 
nah Kaloopole, and which I have 
never seen until today (July 
7 th,) and as directed in which 
I forward a copy of my order. You 
will observe that no separate Per- 
wannali was sent to the Darogah. 
The Ryots denied any connection 
with the Factory though they had 
sown more than three-fourths of their 
lands in October and the documents 
and books had been examined by mo, 
from which I was satisfied of the 
existence of the pottah lands of the 
t Translation B. ^’actory. The se. 

condt order regard- 
ing Chum Naraindee was of pre- 


Mr. Grote remarked that he 
doubted whether your directions 
to the Darogah as described in 
your last paragraph will be found 
compatible with the warning con- 
veyed to you in paragrapli 3 of 
Government Order, dated 14th 
instant. 1 should like to see copy 
of your Perwannah to the Daro- 
gah in question 

A copy of the Petition was sent 
with an order on the back of it. 
This was the same thing. 


The Ryots do not appear to 
have had the opportunity of ex- 
pressing any opinion on those 
documents. The terms specified 
in the pottahs may have expired, 
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$iaiine nature to protect 
sowings on po I (a lauds and to keep 
the peace, and I am under the im- 
pression that there was no illegality 
in the order and that it was perfectly 
equitable. The combination in this 
Village was part of the Shecrgram 
one and formed part of my investi- 
gation. 

3. My Order of the 9th of 
April was upon the Petition* of a 


* Translation D. 


Native Indigo 
Planter and merely 
gave liiin the protection to which I 
considered him entitled in the cir- 
cumstances in which he was placed. 


4. The Lieutenant-Governor has 
called upon me to explain the view 
under which I considered myself 
justified by Law and natural e<piity 
and good c onscience in following a 
line of proceedings which seems to 
warrant the description given of it 
in paragraph 6 of your letter. If my 
explanation of the Perwannahs issued 
in the individual cases mentioned in 
the Statement is satisfactory, the 
groundwork of your assumption that 
they arc evidence of a system is 
unsound. You would seem to have 
presumed that the orders were issued 
without any general knowledge of 
the circumstances of the case to which 
they related. In the two former 
instances especial care was taken to 
arrive at the merits of the question 
before coming to a decision and pas- 
ing any orders and there was no* 


if so, the Planter had clearly no 
right to the lands. 


This cannot be admitted as any 
vindication of his proceedings. 
The Planter had only to say that 
the lands pointed out by him were 
his Nizabad, and the Darogah 
was bound, under these orders, to 
permit him to do with them what 
he pleased. 


My previous remarks will, I 
think, show that this was not the 
case. 
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lliinpf illegal in them. In ihe third 
case as in the two former, the Daro- 
gah was directed to protect rights* 
which were stated to ho invaded. 

5. The objection to which all 
orders of this nature arc open, and 
that on which you have based your 
view is, that by securing the support 
of the Darogah, a Planter could sow 
what lands he wished, but is the fact 
of there being a possibility of such a 
result sufficient to justify the refusal 
of support to which a man is entitled 
and thereby to leave him only two 
courses, one to take the Law into his 
own hands and the other to sit down 
quietly and submit to be the victim 
of a conspiracy. It is not difficult to 
imagine which course he would 
pursue or to foresee its eonse(|uenees. 
On the other hand, although the 
Police may be corrupt and it is pos- 
sible that an unprincipled man might 
sow more than he is entitled to, 
I do not consider it fair to presume 
th it such a use would he made of 
it and to withhold support. Forgeryf 
must he resorted to to cany it out to 
be afterwards supported by perjury. 
In the event of a Planter sowing 
more than he was entitled to as his 
pottai lands, the issue on the com- 
plaint of the Ryot would be made 
the subject of Judicial investigation 
under Act IV. of 1840, Tins in- 
vestigation is not always possible in 
the first instance, though it often 
takes place then and is open to the 


) 

* In these cases as ’til '"^lilicrs 
Mr. Molony appears to assume 
that the rights were always 
on the side of the Planter and 
not of the Ryot. Until these 
rights had been established, it 
was clearly improper to protect 
them simply because they were 
stated to he invaded. 


This is entirely begging the 
question. 


t Unfortunately there is good 
reason for knowing that resort 
has been made to both these 
expedients. 


144 
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objeciioiMr , iSiat a breach of the 
peace may occur J^efore the case is 
decided and that the time may pass 
by for sowing Indigo with advan- 
tage. The object of Police being 
in the Mofussil is to prevent a breach 
of the peace and to bring to justice 
those who disturb it. In the exer- 
cise of the former functions it is 
absolutely necessary that they should 
be empowered to uphold the just 
claims of parties, leaving those 
aggrieved to seek redress by course 
of Law. 

These tights must be determined 
by primd facie evidence and by cir- 
cumstances which can always he as- 
certained upon the spot and in this 
they act upon their own responsibi- 
lity. It is only thus that peace can 
bo preserved. If the Police are 
merely to stand by, it is physically 
impossible that they can preserve 
the peace. 

6. The above explanation of my 
views, and the ciroumstances under 
which the Perwannahs were is- 
sued, will, I hope, satisfy the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor that they do not 
merit the appellation of partial" 
which has been applied to them by 
you. They are taken as evidences 
of a system and arc called disclo- 
sures" of that system by means of 
which, as the latter part of jour 8th 
pati^J^aph would imply, the Byots 
of District generally have been 
coerced into sowing against their 
will. I hop^ to be able to show that 


In these instances, the evi- 
dence, if any, was all on one side. 
The Planter produced his docu- 
ments, and the matter was ever 
given in his favor. Such a course 
was not only contrary to all equi- 
ty, but directly oppos(‘d to Section 
XI. Act IV, of 1840, when the 
possession of lands is in dispute. 
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these Perwannahs have had nothing 
to do with the general question at 
issue in the North-West of the Dis- 
trict^ and that they were not in- 
tended to have any effect on the 
general question. In the first place 
the order of the 2nd of March 
was issued before I was aware that 
the excitement in Nuddea had spread 
into the North-West corner of the 
District. This was also the case 
with the Orders of the lOlh of 
March. The Factory to which they 
applied was situated on tlie extreme 
East of the District and though the 
Lieutenant-Governor^s order to the 
Magistrate of Barraset was quoted 
in some of the Petitions, I maintain 
that any thing I did there could not 
have had any effect in the North- 
West, more especially as it was imme- 
diately after the passing df these or- 
ders that the excitement showed that 
it was spreading into the District 
from Nuddea. If they could have had 
any effect then on the general feel- 
ings of the peoi)le, it would have 
been to repress the spread of open 
dissatisfaction into the District at 
all. The third Porwannah, which 
bad referenoe to an obscure Native 
Factory, could not have had an effect 
on the general question, and goes far 
to disprove any show of partiality 
to Planters by proving that the com- 
paratively powerless Bengallee receiv- 
ed the same protection the European 
was considered entitled to. 


This is no justification, if the 
order in ikeif was m improper 
one, as X thinh it was. 
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7. The Statement forwarded 
with your letter to the Coveinment 
conveys the impression that all the 
orders passed v. itl) referenoe to In- 
dij^o since the Ut of Fohrnary were 
of an ohjectioiiablc nature, with the 
exception of the four general ones 
Avhicli you state were perfectly 
correct and i)roper/^ It is therefore 
necessary to explain that your State- 
ment contains only eleven out of 
sixteen. 

8* There is one order of a ge- 
neral nature wliich was included in 
the Statement, and appears to liave 
e&eaped your notice. It is of the 
same tenor as tlic ones that juu have 
called correct and proper. All the 
Forwannahs then lliat had reference 
to the general <piestion* are approved, 
and informed Uic Hyots of the \iews 
of the Government and of what was 
expected of them, yet tlie ordeis 
passed upon cases not (*onneoted with 
the general (listurl)aue(‘,t and wdii( h 
could hare had no elleot upon it, are 
evidtmeed as a r(\ason why the aver- 
sion to the cultivation of Indigo 
was not shown to an equal extent 
in Jessore as in Nuddea, and only on 
the border, wliere the Kishnagliur 
Perwannahs informed the Ryot of 
his true position; surely it is hardly 
fair to suppose that the general 
orders hud no eilect in this way, and 
with all due resped and without 
myself w'ishing to renew a eoinpari- 
son which has been made by you, 


These are now given, see Trans- 
lations Nos. II, I, J, K and L. 
Three partake more or less of the 
same character. By charging the 
people wdih assembling, wdth in- 
tent to make a breach of the 
peace, the presence of the Police 
was obtained, and the very (act 
of their coining there appears to 
have been siidieiout to frighten 
the K>ots into sowing without 
further demur. 


This simi>ly relates to the 
publication of the Government 
Notilicjtion. 

t It was from particular oases 
in which action wa^ taken in their 
presence, or neighbourliood, tliat 
the Rjots formed their opinion 
liow the new Act would be en- 
forced towards them individually. 
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and which otherwise I should liave 
never thought of alluding to, 1 Leg 
to state that from the general reports 
ol the o))eration of Act XI. of 1800 
in the Kishnaglmr District, I am not 
prepared to admit that tlie llyots 
were actually aware of their true 
position, however much pains was 
taken to inform them of it. 

0. The real reason why the 
couihinution did not show itself to 
an (‘qual extent in .Tessore ns in Nud- 
dea was, hecause, in the usual course 
in which such things spread 
through^' the country, the dislnclina- 
iion 1o sow Indigo did not reach 
the Jcssorc District* //// and 
it then appeared in a form wliich 
threalened the }K*ace of the Distri(*t 
with au inclination to intimidate by 
show of for(M* and by violence. In 
the meant iiuc the sowings were go- 
ing on to Eastward, and the mea- 
sures tukeu It) preserve the j)cace 
and the passing of the new Law 
deleruiincd the wavering to sow for 
this season, and the spread ol* the 
discontent was checked. Tliepeoph^ 
w'crc no doubt inlluciiccd in their 
decisions to the above elfect by the 
<jonsideratii)n that the lime of year 
for repudiation of contracts had been 
allowed to slip away. The reason 
to which I ascribe the holding out 
of Villages on the borders, is the 
intimidation to which they were 
subjected from the nciglibouring 
ilyots and the tact of their having 


* I consider this to be a mistake, 
and in suiiport oi' this assertion, 
1 beg to lile the Translation (0) 
of an order passed by Mr. Skinner 
in a dispute regarding the sow- 
ings in Mr. Slorm\s Factory, 
dated 28rd November 1859. 

AYlieii this order was brought 
to the notice of Mr. (irote, be 
expressed Ins opinion in letter 
No. 27Ct., dated 8lh February 
lust, of its exceeding im})ropriety. 
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^omnaittecl ihciriselves io a course 
from which they could hardly with- 
draw. Tliat intimidation was prac- 
tised there eaii he no douht^ and 
2)rotectiou from it has been claimed 
by many Ryots who have peti- 
tioned. 

10. It is necessary to correct 
an error into which your Report has 
led the liieutcnant-Governor. It 
was Mr. Skinner who, by his order, 
dated the lOlli of March, withdrew 
that passed by him on the l;2th 
idem. 

11. The Extract from the F’idd 
docs not, 1 think, require any fur- 
ther comment. 

12. I shall be obliged by your 
sending mo a copy of the remarks 
with which you forward this expla- 
nation to riovernment. The matter 
is one of vital importance to me, 
and 1 should like to have the oppor- 
tunity of clearing up any thing 
which you may consider not bdly 
cxjjluined. 


From C. D. Skixner, Esq., .Joint Magistrate of Jcssorc, io the Odieiaiing 
Cojnmissioner of thcj A^uddea Division,— (No, dated the Oih July 
18 G 0 .) 

Sir, 

In reply to your Memoran- Commmmm'* ^ liemarh, 

dum No. 10lCt,, dated the 23rd 
ultimo, 1 have the honor to forward 
the following explanations for 
transmission to the Government, 
and trust they will establish the 
fairness of my acts. 1 would, how- 
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ever, call attention to my letter No. 
199, dated the 30th instant, to your 
address, reg*arding cases under Act 
XI* of 1860, and to the fact that 
T have only decided one case under 
the general Laws connected with 
the general combination, the 

case of Bhogai Biswas versus Dulloo 
Joardar, and if the llefendants con- 
sidered themselves injured they had 
t]\e right of appeal to the Sessions 
Judge. 1 cannot comprehend why 
Mr. Meares should bo selected as 
the special object of my favor. 
Up to 16 til March, when hearing 
of my']| arrival at Ivaloopole, he 
came over to visit me. I had not 
seen him since June 1857, when 
accident threw me in his way. I 
know him less than any Planter in 
Jessore almost. 

2. On 12th March, I passed the 
order referred to in paragraph '1 of 
Commissioner's letter No. It, of 
7th June. It was extended to 
Carrag’odah as well as Sindooree be- 
cause I thought that some prompt 
measures must be taken to preserve 
order. It was not passed on the 
Petition of an individual, but num- 
bers of Petitions came in which 
were primd facie false. No rain 
had fallen, sowings in that part of 
the District would not have been 
commenced with the first shower, 
and the Police Reports all tended 
to show that tlie excitement of the 
Byots was assuming a threatening 
attitude which required a check. 
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Sowing was not attomptod till late 
in xipriL 

3. When Mr. Ilalliday, then 
Licntcnant- Govern or of Bengal, 
viv^^ited Magoorah Sub-Division, 1 
asked his opinion as to the line of 
conduct to be pursued, wlien a 
number of Ryots combined against 
the Planter. His reply was, that a 
Planter should be supported in sow- 
ing goodaskta lands, i. <?. lands whieli 
he had been in the habit of sowing 
year by year, Messrs. Commis- 
sioners Grotc and Reid, JMr. 
Seton-Karr, Judge of Jessoro, and 
Mr. Molony, Magistrate, have held 
that a man should be supported by 
the Police in sowing his potfal^ 
lands. I was well acquainted with 
all that was going on and had only 
returned (.‘ii the morning of P2th 
March from Jenidah, having been 
occupied in adjusting disputes in 
Mr. Tweedie’s Concerns, Paarbatiy 
and Hazrapore, of which more 
below. At 5 A. M. of 10th, I 
reached Kaloopole. The rest few 
days were occupied in talking to 
the Ryots, going about their Villages, 
reasoning with them and telling 
them I should be glad to listen to 
any definite charges. A number of 
Petitions were presented in conse- 
quence and the Ryots told to bring 
their proofs. In these Petitions no 
dates are given and no witnesses are 
named, although I had explained 
to them that I wanted facts, and 


Mr. Skinner means gnms/da. 


* I am of the same opinion also, 
but it is first necessary to be 
fully satisfied that the lands are 
really such, and not to take it 
for granted they are, because an 
interested party says so. 
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Itiey must state the particulars. 
They were mostly oomplaiuts of 
g*eneral oppression by Factory ser- 
vants and against the excessive cul- 
tivation required in those parts and 
were all on plain paper. On lOlh 
jMarch, I looked over the orders I 
had passed, recalled the order of 
the 12th, and directed the Poliee in 
no way to inteidere except to slop 
a disturbance. Mr. Molony was 
not acMpiainled with this order till a 
long time after. At that time he 
was some fifty miles away in the 
Easi of the Distriet. The other 
orders apply to specific cases not con- 
nected wiUi llie great inovement. 

4. First, the Ordin*'^^ of 20th 
^ April was in a dispute 

l>etwecn Mr. Durand 
and Ihihoo Hoy Rut.tou Jloy, whose 
Factories are adjacent, regarding a 
line boundary which had been de- 
iiiicd under Act IV., LSiO, and cer- 
tain lands given in jiossession to Air. 
Durand, I have been aefpiaiuted 
with this dispute for nearly tive 
years, and I ordered tliat Mr. 
Durand should he su])portod in sow- 
ing Ills pottai goodashta lands, i, e., 
lands held by him in pottah (a do- 
cument giving a person temporary 
or permanent tenure of a definite 
parcel of land or according to 
Marshmau a lease for land,'^) aid 
which had been sown by him 
year after year. Indigo lands are 
easily distinguishable from Paddy 


T am unable to explain how 
T made the mistake of attributing 
the Orders of the Ifitli to Air. 
Molony, possibly I may luive 
misunderstood the ISative Otllcer 
when reading the papers, or it 
may have originated through his 
inadvertence, in reading out the 
wi'cng name. 


Air. Skinner had a perfect 
right in foiHidding tlie iiiieider- 
cnce, under tliese ciritumstanees, of 
Bam Hutton Hoy within his houn- 
daiy, hut he was not justified, I 
think, ill issuing the general 
orders to the Police to prevent 
any interference to the Planter 
from sowing. Who was to judge 
whether the terms of the agree- 
ment or the pottah on which the 
lands were held for Indigo had or 
had not expired, and that they 
115 
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lands and the term goodasJita was 
a saving clause to protect the latter. 
In the Commissioner’s letter it 
is translated as if the order were 
potiai-o-goodashfa, which would mean 
not only pottab lands^ but also those 
which had been sown for the Factory 
in past years. Indigo lands consist 
of pottai and coltai, the former 
being those held by the Planter by 
virtue of a pottah ; the latter, those 
sown under agreement with the 
liyots, also termed dadonee lands, 
with the sowing of which my Police 
have no orders to interfere. No 
question of legal ohligaiion under Act 
XI. of 18G0 has been submitted to 
Police en<piiry. 

The Order* of 17tli April, related 
to a dispute long 

« Translation E. existing between 
Mr. Storm of Na- 
keenda on the Modooinutty and 
Raus Moiiee Dasya, whose Naib, 
Chunder Monee, was accused of 
exciting the liyots of a Village called 
Barodia, where all had been pre- 
viously quiet. Such conduct was 
most likely to provoke a breach of 
the peace. 1 consequently ordered 
the Darogah to inquire into the 
matter, &c. In the meantime it was 
adjusted among the parties. In 
this, as in the Orders of 20th April, 
my orders were simply such as are 
usually passed for the prevention of 
disturbances apprehended. The 
first Order of 20th April was on a 


were virtuallj'' the property of the 
Ryots to do what they liked 
with ? Mr. Skinner appears to 
me to have placed this pow(T 
entirely in the hands of the Police, 
subject to the Planter's discretion. 


This was a clearly illegal order. 
To give bad advice {kmmmtroua 
is the expression used,) is not 
contrary to any Law. 


This Petition was presented to 
the Darogah, and not to the 
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Petition, in wliieli a number of Joint Magistrate. The Joint 
Ryots were stated to have combined Magistrate never appears to have 
and collected Lattials to interfere seen the party presenting the 
with Mr. Brai in sowing lands Petition, 
decreed under Act IV. of 1840, 
wliich, from previous case^s, I knew to 
bo proba1)le ; this being an old dis- 
})ute. A Perwannah was issued that, 
it’ there be an assembly to prevent 
Mr. Brai sowing his decreed lands, 
proof should be sent in. The Planter 
was told to petition under Act XI. 
of 1 bCO, regarding the legal obliga- 
tion. The rc(piest for the assistance 
of the Police in sowing was refused. 

The remaining orders arc on 
Petitions^ two containing charges of 
illegal assembly on which tlie above 
order was passed, and three of giving 
evil counsel. As I have before stated, 

1 had been in the locality and had 
etfeeted an arrangement with some 
of the Ryots that they should sow 
only half the (fuantity of lauds ori- 
ginally agreed upon. They admit- 
ted the agreements, but said that a 

Liishkitr and otliers from Niildan- Muniruddiu Sheikh and others, 

gah, from the Zemindar of which 

Mr, Oatts holds the Villages in 

Ijura, had taken Ekrars from them 

that they would not sow or go near 

the Factory. When I left they ap- 

peared to be quite satisfied. When 

rain came, however, Tarun Chucker- 

butty, Mr. Oatts^ (Mr. James Twee- 

m t . -n Manager's) 

Translatiott P. ^ / 

Teshildar and others 
again stirred them up. Under 



( 1152 ) 


Ihesc circumstances, I ordered an 
ojujuiiy under Section V. (I know 
iny verbal order meiiiioiicd Section^ 
V’', There has been an error in 
writino*,) Act XT. of ISGO, which I 
consider a Criminal provision^ to as- 
certain if there were grounds for 
pn>se(niiion. The Pcrwannalis were 
returned, the sowings being thiisb- 
ed before tlioy were acted on. I 
believe Mr. Gaits euntrivx'd to sow 
by bringing over some local Oo- 
niashtalis, &:c. I have since ascertain- 
ed that a ISIail) of Judoo Jlhoosun 
Tied ibic, Zemindar of Niildanga, 
caused the Ekrars to be taken from 
the Kyots, and that lie has l)een dis- 
charged for doing so. 

T trust I have shown that I have 
acted on good information and 
knowledge of facts and not unjust- 
ly. ITuvkundauzes have been 
deputed to several Villages in Jeni- 
dab Than nail and some Ryots com- 
plained of the ecu duct of one or 
two. Tlie Jenidah Darogah and 
they were immediately called to ao 
eonnt; bnt they stoutly denied in- 
terlereneo in behalf of any one ; 
and the Ryots have never brought 
evidence to the contrary, though 
directed to do so. One Burkuu- 
dauz has been disebarged for en- 
deavouring to bring some persons 
to the Thanuah under a false asser- 
tion that tiny were rcfiuired to lis- 
ten to orders about Indig'o ; and ilic 
acting jNtiib Darogah who sent him 


* This Is elearly wrong. There 
is nothingin Section V. authoriz- 
ing the interference of the Police. 
The Joint Magistrate should have 
held the enquiry lii nisei f. 
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1 1 linve found has been summoned 

liiin t)Ut and scut for ^ , , ... , , 

him, but not yet loutul.t 

111 this District^ as in Kisbnag^hur, 
^•rcat pains have been taken to let 
the 11}' ot know liis true position, 
which, I think, is best shown by the 
lewnoss of cases nuclei* Act XI., and 
the unusual emptiness of our Jail ; 
but at the same time inGa.surcy luive 
been taken to prevent persons, otluu* 
than Ilyots anti liavini^ no interest 
in the matter, from cxeitino^' all 
Ryots, wliether under' leg’al obliga- 
tion or not, to rise c// manfic ; and 
this conduct lias raised up many 
enemies among* such persons as, 
hiding* from justice,’’ have no occu- 
pation but to write scurrilous 
intitules in the ILhidoo Vafrwt and 
V'uid^ ])erverting facts and tlirowing* 
a false light on the acts of Public 


O dicers. I think the dilference of 
the results in Jessore and Kislina- 
ghiir may be traced to the following 


causes : — 

FlrHfltf , — The dilfcreuce of the sys- 
tem in Jessore, which does not exact 
the same amount of labor and cul- 
tivation for the production of 
Indigo, and under which the Jlyols 
are in consecpienco more content. 

Sciurndh /.-* — The Ilyots in Ivishna- 
ghur had clever leaders who kept the 
Ilyots passive, when Jessore Jl}'ots 
could not restrain their excite- 
ment. 

Thirdly . — The promulgation of 
Act XI. of ISGO, before the excite- 
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meiit had spread far, and the resolu- 
tion of many to sow this year and 
not to enter into enj^agements for 
the future. 


From C. B. Esq., Joint Magistrate of Jessoro, to the Commissioner 

of the Niiddea Division, — (No. 272, dated the JOth July 18G0.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of iny explanation No. 213, of 0th instant, for- 
warded in reply to your Memorandum No. lOlCt., dated 23rd ultimo, 
with enclosure, I have the honor to furnish the following : — 

] v/. Having omitted to state my reasons for going off so suddenly to 
Kaloopole, I beg to remark that it was in consequence of an oflhdal 
letter from the Manager of Carragodah Concern to the effect that, the 
people of Balliakaudy and other Sindooree Villages were forcing his 
Kyots to join their combination. 

With reference to my remark regarding the IVrwannahs of 28th 
April being passed under Section V., Act XI. of 1860, and in order 
to show tlmt 1 did not countenance Police interference for enforcement 
of contracts, I beg to annex copy of letter No. 26, of 25tli April, to Mr. 
Oatts, and to state that I issued a Perwannah on Otli May to the Jeuidali 
Diirogah expressly prohibiting any interference between the Planter and 
Kyot, as I had some doubts of the course he was adopting. 1 would 
further Solicit the favor of a speedy termination being put to my suspense 
regarding the explanations, more than a month having elapsed. 

3/v/. In paragraph 14 of your letter No. 156, of 20th May, to Govern- 
ment, you state that a Summons should have been issued. But illegal as- 
sembly is not one of the cases in whicl. Summons is ordered by Regulation 
IX. of 1807. Section VI. only says that the Summons issued by a Magis- 
trate in a bailable offence which does not require the immediate apprehen- 
sion of the accused, &c., is to be served through Naziras I’coiis. Section 
III., Regulation IX, of 1807 allows Warrants in bailable cases to be issued 
through am/ Officers, whether Police Officers or others. As in the case of 
Bhogai Sheikh, I maintain that the charge of illegal or riotous assembly 
is preferred, and established throughout, the issue of Warrant through 
the l^olice was perfectly legal, as was every other proceeding in the 


case. 
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Fi’oin C. B, Skinner, Esq., Joint Magistrate of Jessoro, to H. Oatts, Esq-, 
Hajiraporo, — (No- 20, dated the 25tli April 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that, on your letter of 22ncl 
instant, and Petition of today, I have ordered an investigation. It is a 
case which would come under Section V. of the Act of 1st April for enforc- 
ing Indigo contracts. If you have any complaint of breach of contract, 
1 would remind you, that a deponent is necessary as pointed out by the 
Law, of which I would suggest an attentive perusal. The assistance of 
the Police cannot bo given for sowing KliaUah lands. Their duty on such 
occasions is to preserve the peace without favor to cither party. 


From C. B. Skinner, Esq., Joint Magistrate of Jossorc, to the Officiating 
Counnissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 27G, dated the 31st July 
1860.) 

Sill, 

In the absence of the Magistrate, I have the honor to forward 
the papers (which have this day arrived,) called for in your letter No. 
139Ct,, dated the 21 st instant. 

Tlie Perwaunah of 2 tth May referred to by some of the Police Reports 
was one of the general Perwannahs which have been approved of. The 
Perwannali issued on Petition of Muuneruddee Sheikli I would remark 
that, of the two persons named in the DarogalPs Rei)ort, Tarun Chucker- 
butty is a Tehseeldar or Zeinindaree servant of Mr. Oatts ; Raj Indru- 
sliaha is a small Indigo Planter 

Petition of Mr. A. McArthur, of Meergunge, to tlio Magistrat (3 of Jossore, 

(dated 20th Falgoon, 12GG B S.) 

The Petitioner states that he has all along Ijoen in poKSsession of 
the Indigo crops of the Talook, Putnee, Moiirassee, Pattaee Khattaee 
lands ho has in Sheergram, Dhobupanah and others. That in this 
year he has in due time sown the lauds which are suitable for culti- 
vation in the month of Kartick and that he has also cultivated the 
other lands in due course for the purpose of sowing Indigo. That as ho 
bears enmity with Baboo Gooroo Doss Roy, his servants at Boalmarry 
Cutcherry are causing him great loss in different ways by giving' bad 
advice to the Ryots of those Villages and inducing them to combine 
against Indigo cultivation. That they are expressing a wish that after 
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you leave tliis place iliey will create a riot with the Factory servnuts who 
will on the fall of min to i^ow the lantls witli Tiuli^i^'o. Tliat it is 
probable that loss of liio and wounding of the peo})le will ensue. Under 
these cireumstaiK'Cs, the Petitioner produces Ihti (loeiuncnts he lias with 
him ndatin^' to the lands and ])rays that a Porwanuah he issued to the 
Daro^aih with an order that lie will see that no riot takes place wlien the 
Factory people ])roceecl to sow and protect Indig’o alter the fall of rain. 

— ‘AVhat (piantiiyof land Aft.s/re /\ — In Sheer‘>ram there arc 
have you yet to sow in each of the ninetccu and half bee;j;ahs ; in l)ho- 
Villaj^es. Are those lauds Khali ace haparrah, ten bc'e^-ahs ; in Panee- 
or Paltaoe ? ^atlee, twenty beegahs of Patta(‘(' 

land ; in Chapuldan^'uh, within tiie 
jurisdiction of Jlejoynui>‘<i‘ur^ sivty 
hee^'ahs of Patlac'C and twenty 
bee^ahs ofKbatiaee lands, ai»’o‘re» 
fjjatiiijj^ ei<j;ht,y be('<.!;ahs; in Goortle lU, 
twenty-live beej>’ahs of Pat taco 
land ; and in Dareehurree llurnuo;- 
”’ur, niiK'ty-two beeo'abs of Pattaec 
and ei< 4 'bt b(H'e;’ahs ol Khattaee 
lauds, n; 4 '^'n'i^‘atinij^ UK') beo^’ahs. 
Pesidcs tlu>e there are twciiiy 
beei>-ahs Pattaec and ten ]>eoo‘ahs 
of uudi'^puted Khali aee lands in 
the Northern hiij^li laud of (loor- 
deah. It was afterwards said that 
there are eleven hee^alis of Ihit- 
taee land in the Eastern hii»‘h land 
of Sheergram and that Chajiid- 
dangah and Jelliadanouh are one 
and the same Village. 

Order of the Magialrale, dated^nd March 18G0. 

That a copy of this Petition be'sent to the D:irogah, wlio, in ilic 
event of the Saheb^s showing the documents of these lands, will take care 
that no opposition be olfcred to the sowing of Indigo thereon, and that 
no affray lakes place. That the Darogah will also see that no affray 
occurs at the time of sowing ilie IvhaiUiee lands which have been sown 
in previous years. 
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I-irpor/ oj' (ha Jamndar of Than)} ah MahomaJpova. dated 20/4 March ISOO, to 
the Jlajist rate, throafi the Daroydf. 

Tjiat under your orders^ lie^ Yasbeeu and ( lol irr Khan and oi lu'r 
Ihirk undauzes were depuicMl into the ]^lo!us^^il to prevent tlie allray 
u hi(di was li]<ely t o o(*('iir )jetAV('(ai the J^yols of Slieei’i^-raJU and Dho- 
ha])arrah and Mr. MaeArthur of Meer^un^'(‘, wit h relertnu'O to lndi;^i;o 
S()\\in<^’. That when llic lauds wlueli were (‘lainunl hy the Ka<din*v, and 
etlun* than ilu; Khattaee and Pattaei' lands wlilc'h In .d h(‘en sown, were 
ahont to ]>(' sown, tlie Ityot s ])ei;‘an to ('ly out dol/pa, hut <u\lng' to his 
(‘X(‘rlioiis no ])r(aieh ol‘ th(‘})eaee took plaee. 

That tlie Factory peo]>!e sowed all the nnnaininu^ lands (dainicd )y 
them leaving' ahout two or two and Iialkhta^eahs ol land in J )hohaj)arra]i 
uns(‘wn as it was ov{nyrown with ('ueiunher. As llu‘se t hetyalis td 
lands, and otln'r ]ndii>’o lands in (lo n'deah and (diaj>uldano; di within tin* 
jurisdiid ion ot B(‘joynu^*'4*ur and in Panei‘y;’atte(‘, wt*re letl unsow n owino' 
to the lands ha\iiu2^ dried up and as IheyH-annot he sown until tin* i‘ain 
(alls aij^.ain, he returned to tin* ddiannali hut left Alarzu.ideen lln^re to 
piv\t*nt any hreaeh ol’ ])(‘aee should any such thing- occur and to rej.ort 
('na[in'ntl\ tin' state <.*{‘allair.s there. 

Daroydds /'(port to the JTapififr/de, (fated 2hs'/ Alttrch 1 ;■>()(>. 

Tu\'ron tin* p(‘ru>al of the Jemadar’s rc'port it appears that, his 
.statenunit w itli rerc*reiu*e to tin* lands elaiined )>y Mr. MeAj-thur 
having hec*n sown, with the e\e(‘ption oTthetwo or two and hall' hec^gahs 
td’ lands 111 Dlnihaparrah which is overgrown with Katara and the 
lauds in ( ’lia[>i!idangali, ^c., whic-h are lett unsown hv-ing d(*void ol llui 
means of i-ain, i^ (s)rr<M't. d’iial since tlie transmission of this report rain 
has fallen, and tln^ Jemadar heing again ih*[»uted, tin* sowing of Indigo 
on tin* }>art of the Sahel; is getting on in those ^ illages. 

Order of the ^Lajislraie, dated (he 2ad April IStU). 

OiinriiFa), that the Darogah should prevent as usual any ]>reac]i 
of the peace. 

IVtilion cJ INFii. A. ]\I vc’Airruuii of Cluir Naraindea Factory, to the 
Collector of J(‘ssore, — (dati'd 2 Sth Falgoon 12 dG B. S.) 

The Petitioner represents that the llyots of Chur Naraindea having 
comhiiied together are ciiusing him considerable loss and expressing 

110 
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their wish to raise a sedition when tlie Factory |)Coi)le will on tlie fall of' 
rain go to sow Indigo on the Khaltaeo, l^Uiaeo and Islinoararee Indigo 
lands. That, under the circumstain‘cs, it is not iniprobahle that wound- 
ing and loss of life will ensue. lie ])rays therefore that a Perwannah 
be issued to tlie Darogali to the clloct that, iifter eiiquiiy, he will take 
cave that no atlray oeeurs when his Kluittaee and Pattaoo lands are 
sow-n w ith Indigo. 

Order of the Magiulrafc, 10/// March ISOO. 

Ordioufj), that the TXarogah should be careful that no one creates a 
riot when Indigo is sown on those lands of which the Sabeb show^s 
poUahs. That he should also pivxent any riot when the Khattaee 
lands are sown with Indigo. 


Petition of Mil. Duh.^nd, of Nisehiiuli)orc, to the Joint IMiigistriitc ut 
Magoorab, — i<(dated Chvtro 12GG ib S.) 

That tlie Pattaee Indigo lands in SolKlunpoie, Mollahdangah, Sonai(', 
Kooree, Nohatta and other Villages within the juri.sdietion of So]>dunpore 
Factory have been hitherto sown without opposition. That owdng to 
his enmity Nvith the Zemindars, Baboo Earn Hutton Hoy and Baboo 
Hurnath Roy, Tounezuddeon Lnsker, (lonr Chunder Shaba and others, 
accompanied by great many Lattials with arms, are hovering about tlie 
Factory according to the oi'ders of the Tehsildar of the Zemindar Bhf>jo 
Gobindo Singh, llarnsoonder Ghose, Cluinder Kanth iiagcdice, and 
expressing a w^ish to commit ravages similar to those eominitted on the 
Western Factories of Carragodah, &c. That with this view they on the 
jf)th Chytro assembled, abused and drove oil* the Factory Coolies w ho 
\vere ploughing and sowing the above-mentioned lands, and at the saiiui 
lime told the Coolies that should they come again to sow Indigo they 
may be sure to lose their lives. That as the Defendants are the servants 
and Ryots of a powerful Zemindar, and as threats arc used and Lattials 
are being assembled, it is not impro))able that the Ameens and tlic 
Coolies will be wounded and killed if tbe;j|^ go to sow Indigo and protect 
that which was sown in Kaxtick^ That the Petitioner obtained decrees 
for most of the lands mentioned above in A<it iVb cases and was put in 
possession of them by the former Joint Magistrate and the Darogah, and 
that he has been in possession of them according to the boundary fixed 
])y arbitration by Modhuu Mohuii Laliorey, Slicrishtadur. That the 
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l^a])OOP uU'litnto<l fiiiils at ilu'ir own expense in the Conris in the name 
i^rUieHyols for voeoveri no* possession of those lands willi waSvsilaiit, 
hill the lands hein^ proved as rattaee lands of the Faet-oiy, the claims 
were dismissed. That having? thus failed they are now practising 
o]>pression in order to dispossess the Factory of the lands decreed and 
to prevent the sowini*’ of Indigo. The Petitioner prays that the 
^ta;j;,‘istrate will proceed to tln^ spot, prevent any o])positions to the 
sowinij^ of tlie lands which have been sown in previous years, arrest 
the Latlials, wlio have assembled and the above-mentioned Defendants 
and })iniisli them lor settiiijj^ the orders of the Courts at dehaiice. 


Order of Ihe Jonif M(f(jisfrale <f Jessore, da/cd ike ^nd Jprif 1800 . 

d'liAT the Daro^^ah should take care that no alfray takes place when 
Die Saheb’s ])oople to soav ludigo on the Pattaec lands which liavc 
b(‘(‘u sown in pre\i<)us years. 

""" T' 

rt litiun of (io<.rv tdiiCNDEii Dtswas, of Motlio()ra])ore, to tlie Magistrate of 
Jessore, — (dated 28th Chytro 12GG B. S.) 

Tiif Petitioner states that he has been serving as an Amcon of the 
Mothoorapore Factory belonging to E-am Gobiiid Buxec and others. 
That his Masters iwe, poor men, they have been carrying on the Indigo 
business for a long time without meeting with any opposition and the 
Ivvols have hcini also from year to year cultivating the Shutta lands 
with Indigo ; that the llyots have taken advances this year but hearing 
of tlie disputes b(*t\veen the Planters and the llyots in dilferent places 
they refuse to eultivate the Indigo lands in Dollu])pore, Chola, Bhadacc 
and other Villages appertaining to the Factory, saying that many of the 
inlluential Planters have left the country and why wont his Masters 
keep themselves (jui(*t. As the sowing season is at hand, if the Ryots 
do not eultivate Indigo tliis year, his Masters will he atonee ruined ; that 
if he goes to cultivate the Nizabad lauds of those Villages the llyots 
who have (jombined come to quarrel, and that as there is every probabi- 
lity of persons Ixuug wounded and lives lost if tlicy pursue this course, 
lie humbly prays that orders may be issued^ to the Darogah of dhetudah 
to see that the Ryots who have combined do not (juarrcl wIumi ho goe s 
to get the Indigo lands of those Villages enllivaled l)y tlo* llvols lie 
have taken advane.es, and to cheek any op)K>sit»on innv 1 k‘ rai^id 

when euUivaling the Mizabad lainls 
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Order of I he Mafidrale^ dated the April 18G0. 

Tha p iho l)avoo-ili slioiihl take eare tliai no one commits ouira<^e or 
interferes in the inatier of sowing Nizabad lands, and that should the 
liyots who have taken advances refuse to sow Indigo, the Prosecaitor 
is at liberty to institute suits under the new Act. 


Petition of Pualloo CiirxDEii Buoomeek, of Bordca, to the Joint Magis- 
trate of Jessore, — (dat(‘d 2nd Bysa(*k 1207 B. S.) 

The Petitioner slates tliat of the Putnee Talook which his IMaster, 
ill*. Storm, ilanag;er of Paikdangah Concern, has in the Village of Bordea, 
Pergunnah Nuldee, tln^ portion wliich is in the name of Juggernath 
Buvee had ])een held in possession by Bykaiitnath iJullick under a 
decree and leased out by him to the former ilanager of this Factory, 
ilr. Frank, for ton years from 1257 to 12(50 B. S. That the ilullick 
having thus been in possession of it for some years died. That aca'ord- 
ing to the will of the deceased his Nephews, sons of liis Sister, Kally- 
nath Doorga Da.-'S Bose and (lungadass Bose? and others, bceorriing 

proprietors under Act XX. a])point<*d their Father Woody Chunder Bf)se 
as gmieral ilooktear lor th(^ p<u‘ibrmance of all their works. That this 
Woody Churuler Bose has been receiving the rent, giving receipt for the 
same. That as tke lease was to expire in Chytro last it was renewed 
for ten years iruwo from 12b7 to 127h. Tliat at the instigation of 
Chundcr jMonee Ghosc, Naib of Kashinom^e Dassee, Zemindar of Mokeem- 
pore and of Bishtoo ("hum Biswas, an inhabitant of the place, with both 
of whom his Master bears an enmity, AVoody Chundcr Goso is giving 
evil counsfd to the Ryots of the Ijarali Alehal, wlio holds advances from 
the (diurekhallee Factory belonging to my Master to cause a disturbance 
and not to sow Indigo on the lands whicli have been sown in previous 
years. The Petitioner prays that the said Bose bo summoned to the 
Court and punished for giving evil counsel to the Ryots, 


Order of the Joint IMfistrate, dated the \ lih April LSGO. 

That this Petition be sent to the Darogah with directions that, should 
the charge be proved on enquiry, he will send the Defendants to the 
Court with proofs after taking a Security of 50 Rupees from them. 
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Petition of Moneeiiiiddkkn, on behalf of Mn. J. Tweedie of ITazraporo 
Factory, to the Darogah of Jenidali, — (dated 12bh Bysack 1207 B. 8.) 

Tup: Petitioner represents iluit Tarun Clmnder Chuckerbiitty of 
Sliacbany; Rajenclro 8hahaj Koresli ]\Ialiomed^ Soomcerudeen and others 
of Nowtarah ; Arafdy Mollali and others of llamniiggiir, have all leag'iied 
too-ether not to allow Indin’o beinj^ sown on their own IndiiJ^o lands in 
Tnrruf Shaehany, Niz Shachany and Nowtarah^ which have been yearly 
cultivated with the same crop. That they are j»‘ivin<^ evil counsel to the 
Jlyots of their own and other Vilhu:;'es to prevent the cultivation of Indi< 4 ‘ 0 , 
That now the rains havin<^' set in^ if Indio'o be not cnltivaled on those 
lands, his IMastcr will sustain considerable loss. ITnder these cireuin- 
stanecs, he prays that, under the new Law, the under-mentioned witnesses 
be arrested and sent to the Mat>*istrate^ and that care be taken as to the 
sowiiii*’ of his blaster's Indi^'o: — 

Fcrazuttoollah. 

Nusseeruddeeii Sheikh and others. 


DdrogaJi^a rqwH fo the Joint MiujinfratCy dated the 2^rd Jjjril 18G0, 

Til^’ the above-named INIoneeruddeen having personally presented a 
Petition to the elleet that ''rarim Chuckerbiitty, of Shaehany; Rajendio 
Shaha of Nowtarah, and otliers, have combined not to allow Indig'o bein^ 
sown on the Indigo lands of the Saheb, which have been cultivated with 
Indigo in previous years, he issued a Ilookoomnamah to Gobind Bur- 
kundaiiz, ordering him to prevent the occurieneo of any affray ; to see 
that no onejmts obstacles to the cultivation of the Saheb's Indigo; and to 
arrest and send in those who are found to have combined against the 
sowing of Indigo. He will report whatever transpires hereafter on the 
subject. 


J nut Maghtrate'e order on the DarogaJds (djove report^ dated the 28//^ April 

18G0. 

That the Darogah should institute an investigation into the case under 
Act XL of 18()0, and send in the Defendants with the proofs. 

JtarogaJds llcturn, dated the Wth Mag 1800. 

That the Prosecutor has been reluctant to have the investigation 
conducted. 
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Jam I Miu/fsl order ^ daftd the ] i/// JA/// ISOO. 

Til \7 tlu' |*aj)cr.s l>o reeonkHl. 

J VrwaiiiKih ol' iMk. SKiXNKJt, OHiciatini^ Joint of J(‘^^so^o, to 

1*1 n(’ 1 Tani:n' Mozoomdkk, Poslikar of the Nurail Suh-DiviHlonal Court, — 
(dalod the 2Jr(l Noveiiihor IS50.) 

I'!' liavino* irans|>ii*e(l lliat the Jvyots of T)eo‘ooli‘:ili, Mycn'rans and 
Lale(‘r have eoinhined lo^etluM* not to cultivate and sow tlic 8ah('l>’s 
Cioozastah Tndijj»^) lands, you are ordered to ^‘ive aid iu llu* cultivation 
and sowinj^ of those lauds. 


Petition of X^ CMmin Piswas and ArLKCii ]Moovsiii:k of Sonooah, Per- 
j^'unnah Nuldy, to the Ma<;astrate of Jessore, --(dated Idth Pali^uxm 
12G(; P. S.) 

The Petitioners represent that tiny are under advance for sowinj^ the 
I udi‘»‘o laitds appertaiuin<>' to the Factory of Pahoo Ptainruitnn Poy of 
Nurail at Narainpore, and hav<‘ been cult i vat ini;’ Indip;’o and supplyin^i; it 
to the Factory at Toojardano*ah ; hut the serv.ints of the Bahmkhallei‘ 
Factory of Kallykanth Iloy having: in Bliadro last cut down and taken 
away the lndi,i;'o cultivated last year, the Pahoo obtained a decree flor 
the unli(pudated portion of the advance due IVoin the Petitioners, who 
are in fact never reluctant to o-iv^c Indio;o to the PahooV Factory, ddiat^ 
of the amount decreed aj^'aiust them, Paipc'cs :hS-l()-:Z was due from Nye- 
muddy Piswasand Jtupecs 2 l-I o-5 from Aiili'ch Moonshee. These amounls 
they were ])re])ared to ])ay up with lndii;o, hut their Master Kall\kanth 
R<y prevented them fnnn doini? so, by ”“ivin<:» them bad advice and on 
their bein< 4 ‘ averse to it harassed them ly constantly sendinir Lattials to 
them. That owin^ to their bein^* still willinjj^ to pay up the sum decreed 
ai^ainst them by supplying* lndi;i:o to the JJabooks Factory at Toojardan^-ali, 
the servants of their Master, i^undeoomar Mitter, Maniek Moonshee, 
Joora| 2 ;azee and others threaten them with expulsion from their homes. 
Xlnder these circumstances, the Petitioners pray that no one be allowed to 
interfere in the matter of so\^g the 15aboo’s lands which arc under 
engagement, and that Kallykanth Roy, Nimdcoomar Mitter, Maniek 
Moonshee and Jooragazee and others be summoned and bound down 
in licavy Seeurily so that they (Petitioners,) may not be de])rivxHl of 
their houses. 
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M(j(f/islralc'!< oi'tlo/'j (luted the ^7)th of Fehenan/ ISGO. 

1'iiVT llio Daro^nli should lake care that no one causes nny (lislurhaiicc 
on the occasion of the Petitioners sowing Indigo on their own lands. 


Petition of Mo.NKEuui)n\ Sueirii, Kv.tciiexdeii Kapaleee, TACowfiino 
SiiEiKii, Moniioo SiTETKii, PvNcuoo SiiEuaE, N\EMin)i>Y Sum KM and 
Ha MD iioTi R Ka IMLLEE, C]un\ keedar of Sonooah, Peri^nnnah Nuldv, to 
the Magistrate of Jessore,— (dated PJth Falgoon 1200 Ih S.) 

Tjie Petitioners state that they have taken advaiu'c for sowing Hio 
Indigo lands appertaining to the Factory of Pahoo Piarnrntton Poy of 
Nurail at Narainporc, and have been cultivating Indigo and supply it to 
the Fact-ory at Toojardangah, but in Bhadro last the servants of the 
Palunkhallee Factory of Kallykaiith Roy cut down and took away the 
Indigo cultivated last y(‘ar, and tints left them in arrears. That they are 
prepared to su}>ply Lndigo to the Baboons Factory at Toojardangah, but 
their Mastet Kallykanth Roy, prevents them from doing so by giving- 
bad eonnsel. That on tlieir refusing to abide hy llieir Master^s advice, his 
s(‘rvants, Nundcoomar aMitler, ilanick Moonsliee, Jooragazec and others 
are liarassing them in various ways, and threatening them with e\})ulsion 
from their homes. Under thes(j civcnmsiances, the Petilioners pray that 
a Perwannah he issued to the Dar(>gah with orders to see that no one 
oi)])ressos them so as to nndvC them forsake their home, and that the 
Defendants he summoned and hound down in heavy Seenrity, 

order, dated- the 'loth Vehruort/ I SOO. 

That the Darogah should take care that no one causes any disi urhanc-c 
on the oceasiun of the Petitioners sowing Indigo on their own lands. 


liOoWJcarry <f the Maifatrate if Jessore, dated the March 1 SlU), 

UopiES of Istahar which has recently been received from the (Tovern- 
ment in connection witli the sowing of Indigo should be sent to some 
of the Thannahs. It is therefore ordered 1||at copies of the Istahar be 
sent to all the Darogahs excepting those of Thannahs Taliah and 
Dehitty and Pharrees Rainpal, Chaud Khally, and Buttaghatta, and to 
the Naib Darogah of Pharree MagO(»rah with orders that if I lien* he 
any disturbance willi refeicuce to Indigo, the Istahar slioidd be read to 
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llic p(.;()i)le and its purport fully exidained to thorn, and that if any one 
wants to hear or read it lie should he allowed to do so. That a eopy of 
it be also lixinl at a eonsjiieuous part of the Cuteherry. 


JVtition of JuiK»0]iiU)()hi'> Dkh Jtov, Zemindar of Goonjonuo-^er, Porgun- 
nah Mahomedsliye, to the Magistrate of Jessore,— (dated J3rd Bysack 
S.) 

Tjin Petitioner states that the IMagistrate is aware of the disturbance 
wliich tlie llyots oi‘ IMonoorapore, Taleerdhannopoorah, Aujornpore, 
Paickparah, Aiigraeen, Chundeepore and other A'ilhiges appertaining to 
liis Factory at Moiioorajiore, are about to create at the Instigation of 
Madliub Chunder, Beeji(‘(mbtdiarrv, Mohun Chiinder and Parree !Mohiiii 
of Doorgajiare and Sreeuath and Rainrutno Mojoouidar of Taleedhanno- 
poorah in order to stop the sowing of Indigo on the Khamar and 
Goozastah Indigo lands in those Villages which arc under engagement. 
That, as owing to the rains which fell yesterday, the Superintendent, 
Gornashtah, Anieeii and Khalassec of his Factory are to proceed to those 
Villages to sow Indigo, the Ryots thereof and others about three or 
four hundred men have assembled with lattees and other arms to disturb 
the peace, and to wound and kill his servants. That tliey are so power- 
ful that his s'U’vants far Ironi sowing Indigo think it dillieult to stay at 
the Factory which is about to be attacked. That unless the Magistrate 
take steps today to put down the disturbance there will lie a serious 
allVay, wounding and loss of lives. Under these cireiunstanees, the 
Petitioner ])rays that the Darogah of Thannah Sajeally and the Nazir of 
the Magistrate’s Court be ordered iinmediabdy to proceed into tlie 
Mofussil to quell the disturbance, arrest the Laitials, rescue the Factorv, 
and see that no one interrupts the sowing of Indigo on his Goozastali 
lands bv creating a disturlianee. 


Order of the Joint ’Magistrate of Jessore, dated (he 1 Uh April IStiO. 

As an Act has recently been passed on tlie subject, the Darogah, is 
ordered to ]>rocced into the Mofussil to explain to the Ryots tliataf 
those who have entered into any contract this year do not sow Indigo, 
their propert y will ho sold by the Magistrate as is donrf in execution of 
decrees, and the proceeds paid to the Planters for their damage ; tliat those 
who have leagued together to create disturbance for not sowing Indigo 
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will be sentenced to imprisonment for six montlis and fined 200 Rupees ; 
tliat those who will ^ive evil counsel for not sowinj^ Indig;o will be liable 
to punishmenl ; and that another new Act will be passed after the sitting 
of a Committee. 


Petition of IvALlJC ATTN TIT RoY CiTOWDUY, of Nowpavah, to tlic Magistrate of 
Jessore,— (dated 5th Bysack 12()7 ) 

The Petitioner states that he has been year after year in receipt of the 
Indigo Ictives which grew on the Pattaec lands and on those advanced 
fur in Magoorah, Kolookhallce and other Villages appertaining to his 
Factories at Batnunkhallee and Sooltanpore, but this year Baboo Ram- 
rutton Roy and others of Nurail^ and Dhnrnydhur Roy, and others on 
llicir behalf, having collected and located at different places Lattials 
varying in number from 130 to 175, are giving out that if tlio Ryots 
who have taken advance go to sow Indigo they will be carried to the 
prison at Nurail. That some of the inhabitants of Bonnaghatta have 
been wounded and their houses plundered for going to sow Indigo. That 
complaint Tvas made to the Nuib Darogah to this effect, but he arrested 
none having colluded witli the other party. Under these circumstances, 
the Petitioner prays that a Pcrwannali be issued cither to the Siughea 
or Cutwally Darogah for arresting the men assembled and sending them 
to the Magistrate with their arms. 


Order of the Joint Magistrate of Jessore, dated the \lfh April ISdO, 

That the Darogah should take care that no one intcrlcres with tlio 
Ryots. That if any one cause any disturbance on the Ryots willingly 
sowing Indigo, he should be arrested and sent in with proof. 

From E. W. Moloxv, Esq., Magistrate of Jessore, to A. Moxky, Esq., 
Oflfbiating Secretary to the Grovernment of Bengal, — (No. 351, dated 
the 2nd Soptemher IHOO.) 

Sill, 

When forwarding the explanation called for in the Govern- 
ment letter No. 3216, dated the 15th of June, I requested the Com- 
missioner to supply me with a copy of his remarks, in order that I 
might explain any thing which he considered insuffieimtly or imperfect- 
ly met. I yesterday received a copy otf his lett r forwarding my 

117 
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(‘xplanatiuiij nnd of liis ninri^inal .‘Uinoial ions : no eopios of the translations 
have been seal l)y the (^nniuissioiu'r, and 1 am not therefore aware 
wheihor every lliinj^;' wliioh will enable the Lieutenant-CTOvernor to form 
a fair jiidg-iueiit of the sullieiency of my explanation lias been laid 
before him. 

2. I regret excessively that the Commissioner has not been able to 
retraet the opinion whieh he before expressed with regard to those 
orders, and hope that the Iheutenant-Governor will be pleased to take 
the following circumstances into consideration in disposing of the 
matter : — 


Lv/, That the orders were not judicial awaixls, but laid down the 
course to be adopted by tlie Police in preserving the peace and in pro- 
tecting rights wliich were stated to he invaded. 

2u(l, Tliat in tlio two first instances there was not the simjde asser- 
tion of a rigid, hut tliat T had satisfied myself that there were good 
grounds for tlie assertion. That my conclusions then form and have 
been borne out by the fact of upwards of 100 ))ecgahs of land whicli 
was then under Oetol)er ]dant having l)cen since decreed judicially 
under Act IV. of IStO, to tlu^ Factory, by tlieir having been no appeal 
against ray orders either to the Sessions Judge or Commissioner, though 
iliesc very Villagers appealed against olh(5r orders of mine then passed 
to the Sessions Judge and bad previously petitioned the Commissioner, 


♦ At least I am uot aware of any one. 


and by the fact of no one* liaving 
come forward to state tliat he had been 


in any aggrieved by the execution of the orders. 

3/v^. That my orders in the first instance were reported to tlie 
(Jommissioner on tlie day after they were issued, and that the second 
order was a repetition of the first, for a Village wliich was mixed nj) in 
the same combination and the Ryots of which were at my Tent each 
day I was at Sheergram. 

A fh, That expired potlalis could not Have been received as a pot- 
tab” within the meaning of my order. 

hfh. That in the third instance there is nothing in rny order which 
justifies Mr. Lushington^s definition of the Darogalf s duties under it. 
It certainly never was intended that the Darogah sliould act without 
exercising a certain amount of discrimination. 

C//i. That the Planter in this instance, as in the others, was the 
Petitioner ; that he represented that his rights were invaded and that 
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every order is passed on the assumption that a Petition is more or loss 
true, the Daroi^ali was only ordered to protect existing rights ; if such 
rights had not existed, lie would have reported tlie circumstance. 

^3. In his remarks on the latter part of my 5th paragraph, Mr, 
Lushinglou has again lost siglit of the distinction between a Magis- 
trate’s duties as Controller of Poliec and as a Judicial Officer; my 
remarks in that place apply solely to the prbtid facie evidences of the 
existence of a right, which Police Officers have to look to in the execu- 
tion of their duty in preserving the peace hy protecting just rights of 
parties, leaving those aggrieved to tlieir remedy at Law. 

With reference to the Perwannahs now sent up with the Com- 
missioner’s remarks on my 7th paragraph, C cannot state without 
examining the papers, whether there was any thing which would justify 
a Magistrate in not sending Police to the spot on which it was alleged 
a breach of the peace was probable, nor do 1 know now, not lia\ ing any 
papers by me to refer to, by whom these Perwannahs were issued. 

5. With reference to tin*, remarks on tlie 9th paragraph, I beg to 
state that the dispute at Nakoonda (Ooloouh) had nothing whatever to 
do with the excitement which spread from Kislinagliiir to this District; 
such combinations have occJisionally taken place at intervals ever since 
I have known the District, a(Kl are generally started by Zemindars or 
dismissed servants to serve their own interests or spite, ’fhey do not 
usually spread very widely. 

Prom C. n. Skinner, Esl^, Joint Magistrate of Jessorc, to A. Money, Es j.. 
Odiciating Secretary to the Govermnent of JJciigal, -- (dated the ‘2ml 
Sopteiuber 1800.) 

Sir, 

II A VINO received a copy of the Oflieiatliig Commissu)!!^'^ 
remarks on paragrapli 0 of my letter Mo. 1 10, of 9th July, 1 have the 
lionor to submit a few sapplemeniary comments. 

2. The Oflieialing Commissioner remarks tliat I meant gooxa^shia 
when 1 wrote gooila^hta, I am perfectly aware that goo:a'<]}fa is I ho 
original Persian past participle, meaning passed,” hut ijinula^^hta is 
the corrupted word eommonh used h) persons connoi ttMl with Indigo 
cultivation in this District. 

0. With reference to Mr. Lusliington’s next remark about assistaino 
to be given to a person sowing his Poitah Lands, 1 would nmiark that 
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my endeavour has hceii to protect rig*hts after satisfying myself of the 
facts to the host of my ability. 

4. I would then consider Mr. Lushington^s remarks on my order 
in Mr. Durand’s case, viz,, 1 was not justified in issuing the general 
orders to the rolice to prevent any interfereuee to the Planter from 
sowing,’^ I passed no general order of this nature, but an order to 
protect a man in rights, inherent in the occupant who had been legally 
recognized as sucli, and only with reference to the lands, for possession 
of which he had just obtained a decree under Act IV. of 1840. Mr. 
Lnshington has admitted that a man should be assisted in sowing his 
pottah lands when it has been satisfactorily proved that they are such. 
1 do not think bcttcr^)roof Cv)uld exist than the decree obtained by 
IVIr. Durand, and cannot sec that any question is left to Police enquiry 
or the Planters discretion. 

5. The next remark is tl)at, giving bad advice to Ryots is not 
contrary to any law. I am ])erfectly awaire that merely “ giving bad 
advice is not a criminal odence ; but, wdiere a Zemindar being at 
war with a Planter or another Zemindar, sends his Naik to rouse the 
Ryots against the Planter or Landlord with promises of support, or by 
threats of plunder, &c., merely for the sake of carrying war into the 
Planter's or Zemindar’s own coimtiy, such Conduct is likely to provoke a 
breach of the peace. I ordered an enquiry into the truth of the charge 
as a basis of operation. If I had not done so, and an affray had taken 
place, I should have been blamed for taking no preventive measures, 
althougli the locality w%as nearly fifty miles South-East from Jessore 
Station. I cannot agree with Mr. Lnshington that there was any thing 
illegal in this order. 

0. Mr. Liishinglon’s next remark would imply, that I was wrong in 
taking notice of a Petition presented at JMahomedpore Tliannah, distant 
forty -two miles North-East iVom Jessore. I maintain that it was abso- 
lutidy necessary for the peace of the District that I should do so ; that 
1 should have done a gross injustice to the occupant of those lands held 
by virtue of a decree under Act. IV. of 1 S40, had I not done so, and 
that there was no necessity for personal coin muni cation with the appli- 
cant. 1 do not now positively remember whether any Petition .was pre- 
sented to me. If, on the Thannah report, I had ordered that I would 
give no insirnctions until the applicant should petition to me in person, 
SIX da)S w^ouid have elapsed before my order could have taken effect, 



( 1169 ) 


and tlie oppoiluniiy of turning to aceountj landV\|ield under a legal 
award, would probably ha\^o passed by for the reaV)n my order for 
protection was eoiifincd to tlie decreed lands. The Planter was referred 
to Act XT. of 1800 for his remedy in the event of non-fulfilment of con- 
tracts, and the Police were plainly told not to interfere in this matter. 

7. With reference to the next remark, I can only express regret if 
1 a(ded contrary to the intention of Section V., Act XI, of LSOO. I 
do not think, however, that any but a local enquiry would have 
brought out all the foets. To show how ditiieult it would have been 
for me always to hold that eiujuiry myself, I have only to refer to 
the distances above given, while the places referred to in thift com- 
ment were thirty miles North of Jessorc. 

8. In his remark on paragraph 7 of Mr. Molony^s letter No. 
209, of 8th July, Mr. Lushington has brought up a Perwannah, issued 
by me in November 1859, as a proof that the agitation had then 
shown itself in the East of this District. Now, I submit that it has 
no reference to the question at all. The facts were as follows : — A 
Gomashtah of the Oolooah T5ietory, a member of the chief family of 
Degoolea Village, had run away and enlisted the Ryots on his side. 
This man had liitherto obtained ploughs for the Factory Neezahail 
cultivation ; but the supply ifow being stopped, the Planter asked that 
his people might be protected on their going to cultivate these lands 
with their own ploughs, on which I issued the. Perwannah, of which Mr, 
Grote wrote as follows : — 

Mr, Skhincr admits ^ that the lands hitherto cultivated by the Fac- 
tory are the property of the Ryot, and have not been leased to the 
Concern, If so, have not the Ryots the right at any time to put au 
end to the engagement 

Now my letter runs thus : — The Ghoses admilteil at the time of my 
visit to the spot, and to-day, on my enquiry from Govindo Ghose that 
the Indigo lands have always been Neezabad, that is, cultivated by 
the Factory through their own laborers and sown in Indigo similarly, 
and that, although the property of the Ryots arc not given in pottah 
to the Factory, the Ryots do not object to Indigo being sown, &c., pro- 
vided they ,Jbhemselves are not compelled to cultivate.^^ Mr. Grote had 
nothing but this letter and the Perwannah before him and apparently took 
as ophiloiiy what was merely a statement of the unjimeuts of the 
Glioses (the ex-Gomashtah’s family,) and argued that 1 was wrong to 
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aniu)(l protettiion to llic Planter in cultivating the Ryots^ lands. Now, 
the Ryots said the lands arc in tlie dc facto possession of the Factory 
and we do not want tlicin : all we want is, that we shall not he com- 
])ellcd to furnish ]»loughs. The Ryots did not even say they wished 
to ])ut an end to the agreement. I could only have considered the 
matter under Act IV. of 1810, which, with the admission of possession 
hefore me, would have been superlluous. As from the copies supplied 
by the Commissioner, it wmdd ap])e<ir that only extracts from my 
explanations have been hu’warded, and paragraphs I and 2 bear directly 
on some of the remarks contained in letter No. of 15th June, 

from Secretary, Government of Bengal, to the Ofliciating Commissioner^ 
Nuddea Division, I take this opportuniiy of forwarding copies of 
those paragraphs and of paragraphs 8 and 9. 


From W. S. Siotots-Katiu, Esq., Oiticiating Secretary to the Government of 
Bengab to E. II. Lcsiiinoton, Esq., Ollieiating Commissioner of the 
Nuddea Division, — (No. 5242, dated the 2 ikI October 1800.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 
the 8th of August last, No. 211, which has been duly •considered, 
together with its enclosures, and with letters subse(|uenUy received from 
Mr. Molony and Mr, Skinner, both dated the 2nd instant, and to 
communicate ilie following remarks on the subject of tliesc papers. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor tbink.s it iinnecjessary to enter into 
tlie details of the several cases, and of the orders passed in each, 
lie concurs generally in the remarks wliich yow have appended to the 
explanations of the Magistrate and of the Joint Magistrate. Yon have 
properly pointed out that the extent of the lands included in the 
potlahs under which the Planter claimed to sow Indigo, and the 
fact of the expiry or otherwise of the pottahs, wore left unascertained, 
and that too much power was thus placed in the hands of the Police. 

3. With this exception, however, the orders passed by Mr. Molony 
appear to have been quite proper. It is to be regretted that the 
orders passed by Mr, Skinner were of a more objeetionablq^ character. 
But the Lieutenant-Governor docs not desire to say more on this 
sill ject, as the eases have been properly noticed by you. 



No. LII. 


From T. IviNtiibLP.v, Fsi^, Socivtavy to the IMaoiovs' Asso(*iiitioii, to 

A, U. YoiiN( 3, Kst^, Sccretarv to the Governiiumt oi‘ Bongnl, — (datiHl 
ilio 2Gtli July 18G0.) 

SlK, 

1 HAVE the honor to eiielofje a C(^])y of a Petiiiou forwarded hy 
me to-day to His .Kxcelleiiey the Viceroy and (iovernor tieneral in 
Council^ whi(;h^ as it relates to the Ilon’ble the Lientenant-GovernoV; 
tlie Central Coniniittoe of tliis Association liave considered it i>r()|)er at 
once to transmit to you through me, to be laid before His Honor. 


j'h’oin W. GriEV, Kscj., Sc'cretary to the Ooverninent of India, TTomo Depart- 
naait, to A. K. Youn( 3 , Esq., 8i‘eretary to the Clovernment of Bengal, --- 
(No. 1J74, dated the 27tli July ISGO.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to forward tlic accompanying copy of a Petition 
])resented to the Government of India hy the Central Committee of the 
Bengal Indigo IMaiders^ As.sociation, and to inthnato that tlie (}overin>r 
General in Council will bc^ glad to have the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
remarks on the statement.s made in the Petition. 


Petition of the Bengal Indigo Planters’ Association, to the Bight Kon’hle 
His Excellency the \ ieeroy and Governor General of India in Council, 

Respectfully SnE\VETH, 

That your Petitioners’ Association is composed principally^ 
of persons engaged in the cultivation of Indigo in the Lower Provinces 
of Bengal, a cultivation which has been by one Right Hon’ble Member 
of the Council remarked upon as one of the few in India attracting 
British capital to native labor, and one which the Government would 
above all otliers wish to encoura<’’c. 

That although your Petitioners are convinced of this desire on the 
part of the Govermneut of India, the i)rosent Governor of Bonsai the 
llon’blc John Peter Grant, has, since his appointment to his present 
Ofliec, unfortunately acted in such a way as to throw nearly the whole of 
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the Indigo Distriotj^^ and cspoeially Kishnagliur, into confusion^ and 
unless something he done to remedy the j>rcsont system of misrule^ 
many Indigo Planters must he irretrievably ruined, while the incvliahle 
result of the withdrawal of British capital from the Districts is a matter 
of no small inipoitanee. 

TMht your Excjellency in Council may probably be, in eonsequence of 
your Excellency’s duties having made it necessary for yon to proceed u)) 
the country at the time in question, not minutely acquainted with the 
origin of tlie disturbances which have for some months ])een existing in 
Kishnaghur and the adjacent Districts, and which have already put 
Government to so much expense. 

That the origin of those disturbances undoubtedly was the conduct of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Eden, then Magistrate of Barasel, in allowing the liyots of 
the Baraset District to become aware that his feelinir was an’uiust the 1 iuliii*o 
Planters, whereupon the Manager of the Bengal Indigo Company com- 
plained to the then Governor of Bengal, now Sir Frederick llalliday, 
but that Gentleman having retired from otlicc, the matter was finally 
investigated ))y the llon’ble John Peter Grant, who supported Mr. Eden. 

That on the 17th August 1859, the IloiPble Mr. Eden wrote to the 
Deputy Magistrate of Kallarooah a letter wlii(;h your Excellency in 
Council will at once see was intended to point out the advisability of 
llyots objecting to cultivate. 

From Hox’hle A. Edkn, Magistrate of Ikiraset, to Bauoo liiCMCJtrKUEU 
IxEiiii, Deputy Magistrate, Kalarooah Sub-Divisiou. 

Sir, 

As the cultivation of Indigo is carried on to a considerable 
extent in your Sub-Division, I beg to forward for your infbrmati(m and 
guidance extracts from a letter No. 451(1, dated 21st July 1859, from 
the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Commissioner of 
the Nuddea Division, 

You will perceive that the course laid down for the Police in Indigo 
disputes is to protect the Ryot in the possession of his lands, on which 
he is at liberty to sow any crop he likes, without any interference on the 
part of the Planter or any one else. The Planter is not at liberty, 
under pretext of the Ryots having promised to sow Indigo for him, to 
enter forcibly upon the land of the Ryot. Such promises can only b» 
produced against, the R^ot in the Civil Court, and the Magisterial 
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Authorities have nothing to do with them, for there must be two parties 
to a promise ; and it is possible that the Ryots, whose promises or 
contracts are admitted, may still have many irresistible pleas to avoid 
the consecpience the Planter insists upon. 

That, on the 20th August 1859, the said Hem Chunder Kerr puldishcd 
in the District the following unfortunate and ill-judged Proclamation : — 

TRANSLATION. 

To the Darogah of Thannah Kalarooah. Take Notice.— A letter 
from the Magistrate of Baraset, dated the 17th August 1859, having 
been received, accompanied by an extract from an English letter from 
the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the address of the 
Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, dated 21st July 1859, No. 4516, 
to the following purport, that in cases of disputes relating to 
Indigo Ryots they shall retain possession of their own lands, and shall 
sow on them what crops they please, and the Police will be careful that 
no Indigo Planter nor any one else be able to interfere in the matter, 
and Indigo Planters shall not bo able forcibly to cause Indigo to 
be sown on the lands of those Ryots on the ground that the Ryots 
consented to the sowing, &c., of Indigo. If Ryots have so consented, 
the Indigo Planter may bring an action against them in the Civil 
Court. The Criminal Court has no concern in these matters, because, 
notwithstanding such contracts, or such consent withheld or given, 
Ryots may urge unanswerable excuses against the sowing of Indigo. 

A copy of Perwannah is therefore issued, and you are requested in 
future to act accordingly. — Dated 20th August 1859.^^ 

That the consequence of this was that the Ryots in that and the 
surrounding Districts immediately believed that Government wished to 
put a stop to Indigo Planting, and on the 14th October 1859, the 
Manager of the Jingergatcha Indigo Concern brought to the Commis- 
sioner’s notice the dangerous effects of such a Proclamation, and after 
an investigation the Commissioner, Mr. Grote, as well as Messrs. Reid 
and Drummond, who were all men who thoroughly understood the 
Indigo Districts and the people, unanimously condemned the indiscretion 
of the Magistrate and Deputy Magistrate, although the Hon’ble Mr. 
^Grant on the 7th April 1860 wrote a letter in which he stated that he 
considered that Mr, Eden had given a satisfactory explanation. 

148 
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That although that might appear so to His Honor, the consccpicnces 
iu the mean time were serious in the extreme to the Planters, aud about 
the beginninp; of February, on the return of the Honorable Mr. Grant 
from a tour through the Indigo Districts, a report spread rapidly 
throughout the whole of the Villages that the Government were opposed 
to the cultivation of Indigo. 

That your Petitioners believe that this was caused by the Lieutenant- 
Governor allowing himself to form aud openly express an opinion hostile 
to the system of Indigo Planting, although at a subsequent interview 
which a Deputation of your Petitioners’ Association had with His Honor, 
he stated plainly that ho had never had any experience in the Indigo 
Districts, and that he was very ignorant on the subject, and in order to 
show that your Petitioners’ belief on that subject is not unfounded, they 
would beg your Excellency’s attention to the following extract from a 
letter from Mr. Grant to Mr. Sconce, dated the 23rd M.arch JSdU, 
written ten days after the interview with the Deputation and published 

by the authority of the Government of Hengal, which is as follows : 

“ I am myself of opinion that the Indigo cultivators” (meaning the 
llyots)— “ have and long have had great and increasing ground of just 
complaint against the whole system of Indigo cultivation.” 

That the occasion of the writing of that letter w.as the earnest entrea- 
ty of the Planters that llis Honor should request Mr. Sconce to bring 
into the Legislative Council a Bill to compel llyots to complete their 
engagements, a measure which was absolutely necessary, as from the 
rapid spread of the disaffection amongst the llyots, many Planters saw 
ruin staring them in the face, while the Districts wore becoming so dis- 
turbed that neither life nor property were safe. 

That the Legislative Council at once saw the necessity of speedy 
action, and the Act XI. of 18G0 was passed and received your Excellency’s 
assent. 

That your Petitioners believe that if the Local Authorities had been 
permitted to carry out the provisions of this Act without interference on 
the part of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, none of the difliculties 
with which the Planters have to contend would now exist, while, instead 
of having a prospect before them of utter ruin to many Factones next 
season, matters would have gone on to the mutual advantage of thecapi- 
talist and laborer,— all differences between them being settled like ovci7» 
other commercial arrangement upon the simple question of price. 
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That immeJiatoly upon the Act being passed, Ilis Honor published 
on the 4th April 18C0 a letter of instructions which is hereto annexed, 
and marked No. 1, which refers to a previous letter published by His 
Honor, and which is hereto annexed and marked No. 3, and your Peti- 
tioners humbly submit to your Excellency in Council that at a time 
when tlie llyots were all under the belief that the Lieutenant-Go\^rnor 
was opposed to the system of Indigo Planting, it would have been more 
proper to leave the Magisterial Officers to exercise their own discretion 
as to the mode of accpiainting the llyots with the terms of the Act, in- 
stead of directing the Magistrates to communicate to them the desire of 
Government, or pointing out to them, as in the 7th paragraph of the 
letter marked No. 2, that the Act was only to apply to the current sea- 
son, thereby keeping alive in the minds of the llyots a feeling of excite- 
ment that a discreet Magistrate, if left to himself, would have known 
how to avoid. 

That considering the powers which His Honor has as to the removal 
of Magistrates, it was as your Petitioners submit uncalled for, — unless 
Ihe llou’ble Lieutenant-Governor could not trust the Magisterial Officers 
of the District to hold out as he did in the letter No. 1 a threat of re- 
moval if any Magistrate interpreted the Act contrary to His Honor’s 
views. 

That the Lieutenant-Governor, in laying down rules for the interpre- 
tation of the Act, exceeded, as your Petitioners submit, his powers and 
trespassed upon the province of the Legislative Council, and of the 
J udlcial Officers of the Government, because, where a question as to the 
meaning of an Act arose, a Judicial tribunal, where both sides could be 
heard, was the proper forum to interpret it. 

That your Petitioners beg to draw to the earnest consideration of 
your Excellency in Council that the Lieutenant-Governor has since that 
Act was passed interfered with the working of it in such a way as to 
make it wholly useless for the purpose which the Legislative Council had 
in view, and your Petitioners have only to refer to the records of the 
Government of Bengal containing the papers relative to Indigo Planting 
which are published by authority, to show that His Honor has exercised 
an improper and most indiscreet interference with sentences passc<l by 
the Magistrates. 

That soon after the passing of the Act a Mookhtenr was tried by Mr. 
Betts for instigating Ryots to break their engagements, and a number 
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of Ryots were sentenced for ploughing up Indigo that had been 
sown. 

That both of these offences had become very common, and it was 
necessary for the sake of example to put them down at once ; but 
notwithstanding this, and the express provision by the Legislative 
Council that there should be no appeal, the Lieutenant-Governor on the 
19th April 1860 ordered the Commissioner to review these proceedings, 
as appears by the letter hereto annexed and marked No. 3. 

That by adopting such a course, the Prosecutors had not even the 
chance which, if there had been an appeal, they would have had, of 
showing that the convictions were proper, and the Lieutenant-Governor 
soon afterwards ordered the release of the Mookhtear and the Ryots, 
which did more harm than your Excellency can imagine. 

That in order to show what the wish of His Honor was, this proceed- 
ing has been followed up by his directing the release of many other 
Ryots imprisoned duly according to Law, and the removal from the Indi- 
go Districts of the Magistrates, Messrs. Betts, Mackenzie, Macnicll and 
Taylor, and the substitution for them in cases coming under the new 
Act of some of the Principal Sudder Ameens of other Districts. 

That the effect of His Honoris interference has, amongst other things, 
been to create an impression not only in the minds of the Magistrates 
but also of the Planters and Ryots, that any decisions in favor of the 
Planters would meet with the disapproval of the Government of Bengal, 
and your Petitioners would beg leave to draw the attention of your 
Excellency in Council to the evidence amongst others of Mr. Eorlong 
and Mr. Taylor given before the Indigo Commissioners (the evidence on 
oath of men of the most unimpeachable character,) to shew the effect of 
these acts of His Honor, and the absurdity of continuing to institute 
suits under the new Act. 

That in a recent case in which a decision has been given by Mr. 
Herschel, Magistrate of Kishnaghur, which your Petitioners consider 
to be entirely contrary to the evidence, and most unjust to the Planter 
concerned. His Honor has, upon a special report of the case to him, 
ordered copies of it to be distributed among the OflScials before whom 
eases under Act XI. of 1860 are tried, with an intimation that Mr. 
HerschePs decision is to be taken as a rule to guide them in all similar 
oases. This your Petitioners look upon as a most unusual and unautho- 
rized interference with the ordinary course of Law, and the proper indc- 
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petidence of the Judicial Authorities, and especially unfair and injurious 
to your Petitioners, inasmuch as the evidence produced was chiefly that 
of Books and Documents, kept according to the common practice of all 
Indigo Factories, which are thereby and in this particular case unjustly 
condemned wholesale as not to be received as good evidence of claims 
against Ryots, and being the only corroborative evidence Planters have 
to produce^ such claims are practicably rendered impossible of proof. 

That your Petitioners beg to draw particular attention to the evidence 
of Mr. Taylor, a man of the highest honor and reputation, (given before 
the Commissioners,) by which it appears that, while the decision of cases 
under Act XI. was left to the gentlemen acting as Magistrates in the 
District, every case was decided in his favor ; but every case which has 
since their removal been brought by him before the Principal Sudder 
Ameen, although supported by the same class of evidence as in the pi'o- 
vious cases, has been dismissed ; a fact that, as your Petitioners submit, 
shews the efiect of the interference wliich they now complain of. 

That in several Districts contracts have been entered into for three 
years and upwards, and in the absence of any Legislative Enactment to 
the contrary, such contracts are in every way binding, and many Planters 
have made their calculations for the several seasons on -the knowledge of 
these contracts j but Ilis Honor without taking this fact into consideration, 
or indeed considering for one instant the serious effect on all cultivators 
of Indigo of such a proceeding, lately published a Proclamation, the 
immediate effect of wliich was to cause the Ryots in many Districts, who 
were previously perfectly quiet, and especially in Messrs. Watson 
and Co.^s Factories, to combine against their cmidoycrs. 

That the Proclamation is as folloivs : — 

hhtahar dj/ the order of the Iloidble the Lieutenant- Governor. 

The following Ishtahar is issued for the information of those Ryots who 
have been put in prison on account of claims against them for non-fulfilment 
of their contracts for sowing Indigo, or having taking advances for the 
current season, and those against whom claims are now pending, as also 
those who are in any way connected with Indigo* 

The Act XI. of 1860 , respecting Indigo, which is now in force, will 
only remain so for a short time* Commissioners will be appointed before 
the commencement of next season for sowing Indigo to enquire into the 
cause of complaint by the Ryots in respect of the cultivation of Indigo, 
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and on their report to Government, such rules will be laid down as will 
benefit all parties, and will undoubtedly show no partiality to any one. 
On the expiration of the present season, it will be optional for the Ryots 
to receive advances, and to enter into contracts for sowing Indigo. That 
is to say, that as for those who have been imprisoned for not sowing 
Indigo this season in terms of their contract on proved claims, it will 
rest with them to receive or not receive advances to sow Indigo in 
future, although for this season they are required in terms of their con- 
tract to sow Indigo. 

Beveutte Commissioner's Office, n 
Nuchlea Division, . j 

That if there were any doubt in the mind of your Excellency in 
Council as to the views of His Honor on the subject of the Indigo disputes, 
and his interference with and implied disapproval of the Act of the 
Legislative Council, this Proclamation would, as your Petitioners believe, 
remove it, and the effect of it upon the contracts not yet completed will 
be irretriev*ably injurious. That in consequence of this constant inter- 
ference of Ilis Honor, the people of Lower Bengal arc losing all respect 
for the Officers of Government, and the minds of the people in the 
Indigo Districts are kept in a state of greater excitement and uncertainty 
than they were before Act XI. of 18G0 was passed. The Districts of 
Jessore and Pubna, hitherto comparatively quiet, arc becoming st'riously 
disturbed, and in them as well as in Kishnaghiir, tlic greatest difficulty 
is experience<l by Planters in inducing the Ryots to cut the fine crop of 
Indigo Plant now ripe for manufacture, and which will give a handsome 
return to both Planters and Ryots, unless allowed to perish by the 
misguided folly of the people. 

That although in the course of the evidence taken under the Commis- 
sion appointed to enquire into the state of the cultivation of Indigo, and 
which Commission was appointed at the earnest roqiicst of your Peti- 
tioners, a mass of evidence in support of the allegations that the Rjmts 
are opposed to the cultivation of Indigo, and that it is anything but 
advantageous to the people to have it cultivated, has been given, your 
Petitioners refer with confidence to the evidence of the Planters them- 
selves, and more particularly to the plain, visible and undeniable fact that 
wherever Indigo Factories are situated in Bengal, there the people arc 
richer, the country more highly cultivated, and the Province in a more 
advanced and prosperous state than in any District where Factories do 
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not exist ; and your Petitioners point with pride to tlie fact that, within 
but a few years, miles and miles of country which were covered with the 
rankest jungle arc now highly cultivated and productive lands. 

That your Petitioners believe that if your Excellency in Council is 
desirous of retaining English capital in Bengal, it is absolutely necessary 
to adopt some measures to prevent Ilis Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal from interfering as he now docs, behind the backs of persons 
interested, in cases pending or decided, with the due administration of 
the Law, and to direct His Honor to leave to the Legislature, and the 
regularly appointed tribunals of the country, the promulgation and 
administration of the Law. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray your Excellency in Council 
to take into consideration this petition, and to pass such orders as 
may oblige His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal to refrain 
from pursuing a course of conduct which cannot but be ruinous to the 
Indigo Planters in Bengal, and to point out to Ilis Honor the impro- 
priety of interfering with the due course of the administration of the Law 
by the regularly appointed Judicial Officers as laid down by the Legis- 
lative Council of India, and which interference is, as your Petitioners 
submit, both illegal and unconstitutional and especially indiscreet in 
the case of a dispute between capital and labor, and that your Excel- 
lency may pass such further orders as may, under the above circum- 
stances, seem proper. 


APPENDIX. 


No. I. 

From A. K. YoUTfO, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to tlio 
Commissioners of Nuddea and Eajshabye,— (dated the 4th April 1800.) 

Sia, 

The Bill to enforce the fulfilment of Indigo contracts and to 
provide for the appointment of a Commission of Inquiry as read a 
third time and passed in the Legislative Council on Saturday last, differs 
in some respect from that read the first and second times, in regard to 
which general instructions were conveyed to yon iu my letters Nos. 1J173 
and 1290, dated the 27th and 28th ultimo, respectively. 

2. It is necessary, therefore, that the state of the Law, as it will now 
stand, when the anticipated assent of Ilis Excellency the Governor 
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(ileneral is given to it, so far as it affects the Ryots, should be very 
carefully explained to them, in the same manner that the provisions of 
the Bill in its former state were explained to them. 

3, The following are the most important changes made. 

4. The summary and exceptional process available by this Law may 
be applied to the whole matter of any agreement to cultivate Indigo 
during the present season for which any advance in cash has been 
received, instead of being restricted to so much of it as was made in 
consideration of the advance in cash : and there is no maximum to which 
the damages assessable by the Magistrate are restricted in proportion to 
the amount of cash advance received. Moreover, the Magistrate may 
now decree specific performance ; he may decree costs and compensation 
against a complainant failing to prove his case, and his decision bars all 
further proceedings in the matter of the contract in question. The 
provision that there shall be no appeal from the Magistrate's order 
remains as it was before it was proposed to give him these extended 
powers. These changes add materially to the responsibilities of the 
Officers vested with Magisterial powers under the Act, and 
they make it more than ever imperative on those Officers to give 
their utmost attention to the equitable principles it will fall to them 
to apply, and to the careful ascertainment of the facts whenever there 
may be any dispute of facts regarding the nature as well as regard- 
ing the existence of an agreement such as is provided for. On this 
point, I am directed to request that attention may again be directed 
to the remark made in paragraph 4? of my letter of the 28th ultimo. 
No. 1290. 

, 5. The special provision in Section III. of the Act will point the 
Magistrate’s attention to the general principle that fraud and force and 
unlawful intimidation vitiate agreements. 

6. As the Legislature allows no appeal from the decisions of Officers 
vested with powers under this Act, it becomes doubly incumbent on 
Commissioners to keep themselves constantly informed of the manner 
in which these Officers discharge the very difficult and responsible duty 
now imposed^upon them, and of the principles by which they are guided 
in their decisions. These powers, and the opportunity of acting upon 
them, must not be retained for a day in the hands of any Officer who 
may show himself not competent to exercise them in such a manner as 
to do full and substantial justice to all parties. 
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7. The Act will have elFect from this date; but iiuJer Seelion XT. 
2)ublie Ohicers are iudenniiiied from any acts done belore the 4tli instant 

which would have been justifiable under the Bill as read on the 2 1th 
rdtirno. 

8, One hundred copies of the Act in Bengalee are herewith for- 
warded to you and should be circulated. 


No. 11. 

From A. 11, Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Benj^iil, to the 
Commissioners of Nuddea and llajshabye, — (Nos. 127^1 and 1274, 
dated the 27th March 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to draw your immediate attention to the Bill 
to enforce the fulfilment of Indigo contracts, which was read a first and 
second time in the Legislative Council on Saturday last. 

2. This Bill, as it is framed, when passed into Law, will take effect 
from Saturday last, the 2tth instant, find the Lieutenant-Governor 
directs that its provisions bo immediately enforced by Magistrates, as 
though the Bill were Law at this moment. Tlic wording of the Bill 
shows that this is the intention and object of the Legislative Council. 

8. The provisions of this Bill, so far as they aflect the llyols, must 
be very carefully explained to them. In the Lieutenant-Governor^s 
opinion this explanation will be best made by the several Thaimadars, 
each in his own Tliannah. 

4, M ith this view it will be proper for you to issue forthwith through 
your Subordinates, for promulgation iii all those places where any excite- 
ment or unusual feeling in relation to Indigo Planting exists, a notice 
in conformity with those provisions. 

5. It must be stated that it is the desire of Government that those 
Ryots who have received cash advances, upon their agreement to culti- 
vate Indigo during the current season, shall honestly fulfil that agree- 
ment. It must be explained that any such Ryot who refuses or delays 
so to fulfil his agreement shall be liable to be brought before a Magis- 
trate, on the complaint of the Indigo Planter who made the cash 
advance, and if the Magistrate, after hearing both parties and taking 
evidence, decides that the Ryot has broken his agreement, that Ryot 
may be ordered immediately, iu presence of the Magistrate, to pay five 
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times the cash advance, and if he has had Seed advanced to him, five 
times the value of the Seed ; failing which he will be sent to Jail, whilst 
the amount of the fine will be levied by the sale of his property. This, 
it may be said, is the order of Government. 

6. It should, moreover, be explained that ssiy person who shall by 
threats or otherwise attempt to prevent Ryots who have entered into 
contracts of the above nature from fulfilling those contracts, or who shall 
conspire with others in any such attempt, shall be punished by fine or 
imprisonment, or both ; and any person who shall maliciously destroy or 
damage, or shall conspire or attempt to persuade others to destroy or 
damage, any growing crop of Indigo, shall be similarly punished. 

7. But it must also be explained that the order extends only to the 
current season ; and it is the intention of Government before the period 
of tak ing advances for next season arrives, to institute searching inquiry 
into the causes of the disputes between Indigo Planters and Ryots en- 
gaged in the cultivation of Indigo ; and to pass such further laws and 
orders as will ensure to both parties their just rights, and shall remove 
any reasonable causes of dissatisfaction which the Ryots may have to 
show. With this object a Special Commission of Inquiry will very soon 
be appointed. 

(To Commissioner of Nmhlea.) (To Commissioner of Rajshahye.) 

8. It is very desirable that 8. It is very desirable that 
wherever there is a large Indigo wherever there is a large cultiva- 
cultivation, and the probability of tion, and the probability of numer- 
numerous disputes regarding Indi- ous disputes regarding Indigo 
go agreements, there should be in agreements, there should be in the 
the close neighbourhood an Officer close neighbourhood an Officer at 
at hand to carry out this new Act, hand to carry out this new Act. 
and with this object three addi- All Officers having full powers of a 
tional Officers with full Magisterial Magistrate, who are now in your 
powers have recently been placed Districts, are of course available 
at your disposal, and can be located for this duty, and can be located as 
wherever you consider they are may seem to you advisable. If any 
most likely to be required; other other Officers, who have not now 
Officers now in your District are of full powers, are in your opinion 
course also available for the same competent to decide cases under 
duty. If any of those Officers, the Act, they will on your rccom« 
who have not now full powers are, mendation be specially vested with 
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in your opinion, competent to 
decide cases under this Act, they 
will be specially vested with the 
requisite powers for this particular 
purpose, on your recommendation. 
You will bear in mind what was 
said in a late letter regarding the 
necessity of giving every Officer 
deputed into the interior of a Dis* 
triet where excitement prevails, a 
sufficient guard of Military Police 
to maintain his authority. 


the requisite powers for this parti- 
cular purpose. Mr. Furrell, of the 
Aurungabad Sub-Division,' has this 
day been vested with those special 
powers. Should you require an 
additional number of Officers to 
give effect to the Act in any Dis- 
trict, you should lose no time in 
applying for them. It is neces- 
sary that every Officer deputed 
into the interior of a District for the 
purpose of carrying out this Act, 
should bo attended by a sufficient' 
guard of the Military Police to 
maintain his authority, and to put 
down immediately any disturbance. 


No. 111. 

From A. E. Yotoo, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of Nuddea,— (No. 1838, dated the 19th April 1860.) 

Sm, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
JOOCt., dated the 18th instants enclosing Mr. Herschel’s seventh week- 
ly report on the state of the Indigo Districts in Zillah Nuddea. In this, 
special reference is made to the working of the new Law, which, Mr. 
Hcrschel observes, has been much misrepresented by the Planters to the 
Ryots ; the sentences passed under it being held out as threats over the 
latter, with a view to coerce them to take advances. You seem to think 
that there is good ground for this belief. 

The Lieutenant-Governor is confident that, if, as represented by Mr. 
Herschel, the Planters are straining the Law “ to invest it with greater 
terror than it really has,'^ you will see that the Magistrates effectively 
prevent such abuse. 

The circumstances you report, that some Ryots have entered into 
agreements and taken advances since the promulgation of the Law is 
remarkable. It proves at least this, that all the Ryots, who used to 
cultivate Indigo, were not, as a matter of course, under agreement to 
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cultivate iliis and ilicrcforc great care is requisite iu requiring proof 
of the agreement whenever the fact is disputed, otherwise grievous 
injustice may be done. 

Mr. Hcrschel states that in the cases which have been tried, the evi- 
dence for the Factories was their own Books, as to the payment of ad- 
vances, and the oath of one of their own Native servants, whilst no 
other defence has been put forward than a simple but steady denial of 
the receipt of advances by the Ryot. The Lieutenant-Governor makes 
no doubt that the cases were decided in conformity with substantial 
justice, and presumes that in this, as in all other Civil actions now, the 
Defendant is allowed to give his own evidence on oath, as well as the 
Plaintiff and his Native servants. But the manner in which the trials 
hre spoken of makes this a little doubtful. If the case l^e not so, then 
justice is not done. When the Defendant’s oath contradicts that of the 
Plaintiff’s Native servant, the obvious duly of the Judge is to seek out 
by all means independent evidence, to show which story is the more 
credible. This duty, it is to be hoped, is never neglected. 

The Factory Books show that advances have been charged to the owner 
of the Factory ; but it is not stated that they contain the receipts of the 
payees ; and it is not stated what the evidence of the European Assistant 
who signs them shows regarding the system of payment and entry. 

These omissions in Mr. Hcrschel’s report of the general cliaracter of 
these trials, the infliction by Mr. Mackenzie of the extreme x>cnalty for 
the first case ever tried under the new Law for destruction of Indigo, 
and the unex^dained sentence of a Legal Agent of some Ryot apx)arently to 
im{)risonraent for six months, show the necessity for the earliest possible 
revision by you of these proceedings, in order to make it <juitc sure now, 
and to be able to make it manifest hereafter, that the principles of equity 
and moderation are observed by each OfHccr entrusted with the extAor- 
dinary powers granted by the new Law. 


From A. Money, Esq., c. b., Officiating Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Homo Department, 
— (No. 4356, dated the 22nd August 1860.) 

SiK, 

With reference to your letter No. 1374, dated the 27th ultimo, 
and the petition from the Bengal Indigo Planters’ Association which ac- 
companied it, I am directed to forward, for the purpose of being laid before 



( 1185 ) 


llis Excellency the Governor General in Council; a copy of a Minute 
recorded by the Lieutenant-Governor on the subject of the complaints 
and remarks contained in the petition. 


Minute by the Hoii’blc the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, — (dated the 17th 

August 18G0.) 

I AM sorry that an illness of a few days^ duration, which made it 
difficult for me to do more than dispose of cur- 
rent business too important and too urgent to 
bear any postponement, has delayed my 
answer to this complaint longer than was desirable. 

2. The general charge made against me by the Bengal Indigo l^lan- 
ters^ Association, is that since my appointment to my present Office I 
have acted in such a way as to throw nearly the whole of the Indigo 
Districts and especially Kishnaghur, into confusion ; and the general 
prayer of the Memorial is, that I be restrained from pursuing a course 
of conduct alleged to be ruinous to the * Indigo Planters of Bengal ; 
that the impropriety, illegality, unconstitutional cliaracter, and especial 
indiscretion in relation to a dispute alleged to be between capital and 
labor, of interference with the due course of the admin istrali^m of the 
liaw by the regularly appointed Judicial Officers, imputed to me, be 
l)ointod out and checked ; and that His Excellency in Council will pass 
such further orders as may seem proper. 

3. It is assumed in the commencement of this Memorial, that Ilis 
Excellency in Council, in consequence of Ilis Excellency's absence in 
the Upper Provinces until the 22nd of May last, may not be minutely 
acquainted with the origin of what the Memorialists call the disturb- 
ances in Kishnaghur and the adjacent Districts. It is enough to say 
upon this, that every proceeding of the Bengal Government, since the 
difficulties of the Planters were first represented to me, early in March, 
has been reported in full to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State, through 
the Government of India ; at first by every weekly Mail, and latterly 
by every fortnight’s Mail from Calcutta. 

4 To the general charge of having acted in such a way as to throw 
nearly the whole of the Indigo Districts, especially Kishnaghur (or 
Nuddea) into confusion, it may perhaps be enough to reply, by stating 
the undeniable fact that those Districts arc not in confusion. It is 
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unquestionable, that whilst there is a great disagreement and much ill- 
will between the manufacturers of Indigo, and the producers of the raw 
material, the Indigo Districts, and Kishnaghur especially, in every 
general sense, arc perfectly tranquil. At the commencement of the 
excitement there were two affrays, one in Moorshedabad and one in Pubna, 
and there was great risk of a serious and extensive disturbance break- 
ing out, caused by the animosity of the Ryots against the Indigo Fac- 
tories, in many places. But a timely display of force, sent into these 
Districts for the general purpose of maintaining order, and for the spe- 
cial purpose of protecting the interest which is now complaining of in- 
jury from Government, prevented all breach of the peace, and saved 
the Indigo Factories. The best Magistrates available were placed over 
the excited Districts; and by their exertions, supported by an adequate 
force, a dangerous crisis was passed over without disturbance of the 
general quiet. To talk of Districts being in confusion” because of 
a commercial disagreement between two classes concerned in one particu- 
lar trade, when the Law is in full force, and when, practically, the life, 
property, rights and personal lij>erty even of the humblest cultivator were 
never before more secure than they now are in those Districts, is not I 
think justifiable. 

5. There are no affrays, no forcible entries and unlawful carrying- 
off of crops and cattle, no ploughing up of other men^s lands, no des- 
truction of trees and houses, no unlawful flogging and confinement 
in godowns, now reported. Even the offence of kidnapping Ryots seems 
almost arrested. One Factory Gomashtah in Pubna is now indeed under 
trial for it ; but since the abduction of Seetul Turufdar, whose dcatli 
under circumstances which appear to make the whole affair amount to 
murder, occurred, about July 1859, I have not heard (d* a single case 
of lawless violence in Nuddea.* Even in matters relating to the 
present commercial disagreements Law and Justice prevail. The per- 


* Sin9e this passa^ in the text was written, I have received a i-eport of an outrage which 
occurred last month m Jessore. According to tho Commissioner’s lieport of this case, a hand of 
twenty-five Lattials wore assemblo<l in an Indigo Factory, and inarched in broad daylight to caiTy 
off a certain obnoxious and influential Ryot from his village. The party attached had warning 
and defended themselves. An affray occurrctl, in which the Ryot whoso abduction was dcsigne<.l 
was killed hy three spear-thrusts, and three other men were wounded, and are still missing. Seven 
men have been apprehended, and will be trie<l for this offence. This is a lamentable affair, but unfor- 
tunately there is nothing new in the case ; and certainly it is not an instance of violence, of which 
the Indigo Ftoters’ Association can complain, or which can be attributed to Government. 
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sons and property of Planters are everywhere inviolate ; and whilst^ 
on the one hand^ Planters do not carry off by unlawful force Indigo 
Plant in the lawful possession of other people ; on the other hand^ if 
they have advanced a single copper pice for any Indigo Plant to which 
they have a claim under a contract, but of which they have a difficulty in 
obtaining delivery, they have now the means of establishing the fact, and 
obtaining possession legally, in three or four days. Where no contracts 
and advances are established, we have reports of Planters and their Euro- 
pean Assistants going about themselves amongst the Ryots, and actually 
paying for the Plant to the owner^s content, in cash on the field. This 
healthy state of things is novel indeed ; and if Government is accused 
because it is novel, I will not defend Government on that charge. But 
I cannot admit that this practical introduction of the supremacy of the 
Law into the Indigo l)istricts is evidence of ^^confusion.^^ 

6, I must notice another misdescription in this Memorial. The 
commercial disagreement in question is designated a dispute between 
capital and labor ; and I am accused of especial indiscretion, on the 
ground that such is the character of the g^ispute. I am aware of no 
such dispute. Some few instances have been reported to me in which 
manufacturers of Indigo have found difficulty in obtaining a sufficient 
number of Coolies, and sufficient Boats and Carts ; but in all these 
cases the difficulty was overcome, eventually, by the good sense of the 
parties, and sometimes with the help of the good offices of the Magis- 
trate, in the natural and proper way of an adjustment of rates. The 
disagreement actually existing is between the manufacturers of the 
Dye, and the producers of the Plant, which is the raw material of the 
Dye. Both classes are capitalists ; and so far from it being true that 
the capital of the producers is so small, comparatively, that they may be 
truly described, for practical purposes, as laborers, their capital, in the 
aggregate^ infinitely exceeds the capital of all the manufacturers of 
Indigo Dye. The capital of the Ryot is in his land, his crops and his 
cattle, and in very many cases in his means of hiring laborers, over and 
above the value of his own bodily labor. The whole cultivation of 
Bengal is in his hands ; and the ruin of this mighty interest would'^be 
the ruin of the country. The capital of the manufacturer of Indigo 
Dye is partly in his* manufacturing premises and utensils, and in his 
means of hiring laborers, but mainly in the debts due to him by the 
former class of capitalists, namely the Ryots. If the Planters should 
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isufifer losses there is no one who would more sincerely deplore the cir- 
cumstance than I should ; and there is no oiie who desires more than 
I to do everything to assist them that justice and fair derding with 
the rights of others, and the principles of freedom and of sound com- 
mercial policy, will permit. But as a national interest, the owners and 
cultivators of the soil must be ranked second to none, in an agricultural 
country like India. 

7. Both the interests involved in the present disagreement are 
capitalists of great national importance ; and both should be treated, 
not only with justice, but with consideration. A Government which 
should approach the question with any less impartial view of it than 
this, would err, as much in point of sound economical policy, as in point 
of fair dealing. It is proof enough of a mistaken view of the whole 
question, on the part of the Memorialists, who complain of my proceed- 
ings, that they make it a part of their charge that their disagree- 
ment with the class which either owns or farms all the land in Bengal, 
is not discreetly treated as a dispute between masters and laborers. 

8. I now proceed to discos the specific points of complaint, affect- 
ing myself, taken in this Memorial. 

9. The first of these that I can extract, is that on the 7th of April 
1860 I pronounced an opinion that Mr. Eden, who had been called U]) 0 U 
to explain the publication by a Police Darogah in Baraset of a certain 
Perwannah, supposed to have been ordered or approved by him, had 
given a satisfactory explanation on that point ; satisfactory, that is, so 
far as he was concerned in the affair ; notwithstanding that three other 
gentlemen had unanimously condemned Mr. Eden^s indiscretion. 
Seeing that Mr. Eden, in his explanation, showed conclusively that the 
publication was made a month after he had given over charge of the 
Magistracy, and had left the District ; that he neither ordered, 
authorized, approved, or knew anything about the Perwannah, and that 
ho first saw it in the newspapers ; I do not see how I, or any reasonable 
person, could have pronounced Mr. Eden's explanation regarding this 
publication as anything but satisfactory. 

10. The second specific ground of complaint is, that I caused a report 
to spread throughout the Villages, about the beginning of February, on 
my return from a tour through the Indigo Districts, to the effect that 
the Government was opposed to the cutivation of Indigo ; and that 
this was caused by my having formed and openly expressed an opinion 
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hostile to the system of Indigo Planting ; such formation and expression 
of opinion being the more wrong, inasmuch as afterwards (namely in 
the earlier part of March,) I plainly stated to a Deputation of the Asso- 
ciation that I had never had any experience in the Indigo Districts, and 
was very ignorant on the subject. The Memorialists do not name or 
allude to any one as having ever heard me express an opinion hostile to 
Indigo Planting ; and they do not mention any time or place when 
and where such an opinion was expressed by me : they merely state their 
belief in the imputed fact of the formation and open expression by me 
of the opinion in question ; and in the assumed consequence thereof 
in the Village report above mentioned. But they adduce in proof of- 
the fact, and of its consequence, this argument ; that in a letter of 
mine to Mr. Sconce, dated the 23rd of March, wherein, on the applica- 
tion of the Memorialists, I proposed to the Legislative Council the 
passing, in their favor, of a special Law for the enforcement of Indigo 
contracts, with the stipulation that it should be followed, as prayed for 
by them, by a Commission of Inquiry int^ the whole system of Indigo 
Planting, I wrote the following words, viz — " I am myself of opinion 
that the Indigo cultivators” (meaning the Ryots,) have, and long 
have had, great and increasing ground of just complaint against the 
whole system of Indigo cultivation.” 

11. I do not see how this quotation proves either the open expres- 
sion of opinion imputed to me in and before February or the conse- 
quences inferred from that supposed fact. But as the printed book, 
from which only the grounds of the Memorial can have been taken, con- 
tains two denials by me, addressed to two gentlemen interested in Indigo, 
of my having ever expressed any opinion which could have given rise 
to any such Village report as is mentioned, I think I have fair ground 
to complain, if not of the belief of the Memorialists, in support of 
which they can advance nothing, at least of their publishing that belief 
now, without any mention of the fact of my having formally denied 
all ground for its existence. 

12. I must observe that the whole passage in the Memorial ' of 
which I have given the substance above, is thoroughly wrong in matter 
of fact. I did not return from any tour in the Indigo Districts about 
the beginning of February. I returned on the 10th of March from 
a tour of ten weeks, not in the Indigo Districts, but in Southern Behar, 
namely, through the Chota Nagpore Country, and the Gyah, Arrah, 
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and Patna Districts, from I returned by way of Mongbyr, 

Bhaugulporo, Bajmehal and the Line of Railway. In the whole course 
of that tour, I had no occasion to express in conversation any opinion 
on the subject of Indigo J and every written communication from me 
on that subject is printed in the Blue Book. I had po oral commu- 
nication with any one in the course of that tour concerning Indigo, 
till I arrived at Rajmehal, about the end of the first week in March, 
when the District Ofiicor there informed me of the assault on the 
Factory Gomashtah near Aiurungabad. I have never made what can 
be called a tour in the Indigo Districts j but in August and September 
last year, I made a tour in Eastern Bengal by water j in which I touched 
for two or three days at the Sudder Stations of Kishnaghur and Ber- 
hampore, amongst others. Nowhere in the course of that tour had 
I any conversation about Indigo, other than a few ordinary words 
with Planters about the crops. Many written Petitions were given 
in to me by Ryots of Nuddea, a large body of whom followed me to 
Berhampore for the purpose ; and I learnt then that the Natives in 
Nuddea were dissatisfied with the Magisterial treatment in that Dis- 
trict of their complaints against Planters. All those Petitions were 
disposed of by the written orders which will be found printed, at full 
length, in the Blue Book j but neither at Kishnaghur nor elsewhere 
did I express any opinion on the Indigo question, or on that occasion 
speak on the subject to any Native. 

18. Thus not only is the belief of .the Memorialists mistaken ; the 
whole body of supposed facts on which it has been formed is wrong. 

14t. There has been some misunderstandiug of a remark I made to the 
Indigo Planters’ Deputation in March last. I remember saying that 
I had never had any experience in an Indigo District ; and I have no 
doubt that I disclaimed all knowledge on the subject of Indigo from 
personal observation. But I am sure that I did not say that I had no 
knowledge on the subject derived from others. I knew perfectly the 
Native opinion on the subject ; and I had bad a peculiar opportunity of 
baeoming more fully acquainted than most Public Servants with the 
temmon abuses in connexion with Indigo, in, nil Dwtrietat so far back as 
in 188&, when I was employed in digesting a piass of reports from every 
Indigo District in Bengal ; Afrhich reports led to the Repeal, under the 
orders of the Home Government, of Section III. of Regulation V. of 
1880 ; and when also all the remonstrances from Indigo Planters against 
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that moasure came under my eye. As to my letter to Mr, Sconce, the 
opinion therein expressed was founded upon facts which were known to 
everybody, and were denied by nobody. 

15* I have never formed or expressed but one opinion on Indigo Plant- 
ing. This opinion is, that so far as it is conducted justly, and lawfully ; in 
accordance with the rights of all parties ; upon sound commercial princi- 
ples and by the free will, and to the mutual benefit of all concerned ; like 
the trade in other staples, it is a source of national wealth, deserving of 
the same high consideration as all other great branches of trade. But so 
far as it is conducted unjustly, or unlawfully ; in digregard of the rights 
of any class ; upon the false principle of a forced cultivation, unprofitable 
or oppressive to the cultivator of the raw material ; it is an evil of great 
magnitude, whether in its political or in its commercial aspect ; and one 
which urgently requires correction. This correction, whenever actually 
required, I have always thought, and I continue to think, will be self- 
acting and complete in the natural course of things, under a 
legitimate, vigorous, and truly impartial Magisterial action ; which, 
leaving disputes in Civil cases to be settled by the constituted Civil 
tribunals, abstaining from all support of either party not warranted by 
the Law, and founding itself wholly on the Law, will give that equal 
protection from unlawful violence to both parties, in practice, which the 
Law in theory has always intended. 

16, I accept all responsibilities for holding this opinion, and for act- 
ing upon it, so far as the occasion required, whenever the necessity of so 
doing has been forced by circumstances upon me. I have insisted that 
unlawful violence, on any pretence, shall be prevented or prosecuted 
to punishment by the Police, without respect to persons, or classes, or 
complexions, I have objected to the Police forcing unlawfully, or assist- 
ing or protecting others in forcing unlawfully, any unwilling person to 
cultivate any sort of crop whatsoever ; and I have insisted that tbo 
Police shall not support cue man in unlawfully sowing another man^l 
land by force, on any plea whatsoever. There is nothing new in this 
doctrine, which has been the Law of the country for seventy years 5 and 
there ought U> have been nothing new in the practice. If the announce- 
ment or enforcement of such very plain and long estabJUehed principles 
of Police Law has really had any effect upon the Indigo system, the effect 
can hav^e been only corrective of evils which should have been corrected 
long ago. 
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17 . The next specific point ot complaint in the Memorial is that I 
have interfered, to the prcgndioe of the Planters, with the Local Authori.. 
ties, in carrying out the temporary Act passed for the enforcement of the 
current season's Indigo contracts ; but for which interference, it is con- 
tended, all differences between the manufacturer and the agriculturists 
£the capitalist and the laborer are the terms used in the Memorial,] 
Would have been settled to mutual advantage, like every other commer- 
cial arrangement, upon the simple question of price. Now there is no- 
thing, and there never has been anything in the whole dispute, but “ the 
simple question of price.’' If the Planter had paid, in cash such a price 
for Indigo Plant as would have made it more profitable to the Ryot to 
grow that crop than any other, abstaining also from all molestation of 
the Ryot by himself or his servants, no one pretends that the Planter 
would not have got, year after year, as much Indigo Plant as he could 
pay for. If Planters generally had acted, in the matter of Indigo, upon 
the principle of giving a remunerating price, the Ryots would have been 
anxious to sow, instead of declining to sow ; and if the Planters were 
prepared to pay such a price, they would have had no more reason to 
fear a want of Indigo Plant next year, and in future years, than the 
Traders in Jute, Sugar, Saltpetre, Silk, or Oil Seeds have reason to fear 
w'ant of those articles next year, and future years. But the Planters’ 
position, so far from being the position of free Traders as hero assumed, 
was this ; that, in consequence of an extensive refusal to sow Indigo, 
they had been driven to ask for a special Law exclusively in 
their own favor, and of extreme stringency against the Ryot. 
The Legislature thought it right to pass such a Law, to be 
in force for six months only, under the sudden emergency which 
allowed no time for inquiry : but it carefully put into the body 
of that Law a provision for the re-assurance of the Ryots, and to calm the 
alarm the Ryots could not but be likely to feel at being thus suddenly 
»nd specially legislated against ; whereby a full and impartial inquiry 
into the whole system of Indigo Planting was ensured before the next 
sowing season should come. As I would not have proposed, so also I 
know that the Executive Government of India would not have support- 
ed, a special Law against the Ryot, even of six months’ duration, with- 
out sfich a provision ; which promised, in effect, the redress of all proved 
grievances ; and I have not a douht that the Legislative Council would 
not have pajised any coercive measure at alf, without such a provision. 
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So strong was the feeling of the ILiegislatare on this J)oint, that whereas 
in the Bill presented to them mention of the Commission of Inquiry was 
only made in the preamble, as the Council amended it, a large part of 
the body of the Law consists of provisions for the Commission ^ and this 
was done for the very purpose of showing to the public, and to the com- 
plaining Ryots, that though existing lawful contracts must be enforced, 
an effective inquiry would be almost immediate. 

18. On the passing of the Law containing that provision, it became 
the duty of every loyal subject desiring a continuance of the good feeling 
of the agricultural class towards Her Majesty’s Government, and inter- 
ested in the preservation of the peace of the country, to make the exist- 
ence of this consolatory accompaniment of the Act as fully known, and as 
thoroughly understood, as the coercive portion of the Act. And this 
was very especially the duty of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 

19. The first article under the general charge of improper interfer- 
ence, as far as I can analyse the Memorial in this part, is that on the 
passing of the above Act 1 directed its provisions to be very carefully 
explained to the Ryots. Unless the drift of this complaint is, that I took 
measures to prevent any false impressions, such as would have unfairly 
helped the Planters, regarding the true design and actual effect of the 
Law becoming general amongst the persons subjected to its coercive 
provisions, (and it is on record that endeavours to induce such false 

iinpressious were not ^wanting,) 
I do not see any meaning in the 
complaint. If that is its mean- 
ing, it deserves no answer. The 
Law went no further than to provide a summary procedure, and a new 
tribunal for the enforcement (by a stringent Civil process involving im- 
prisonment,) of lawful contracts in actual existence. I certainly would 
not have proposed, and the Legislature certainly would not have 
passed, any liaw that went further than that. Even as it is, 
there are two opinions amongst disinterested persons as to whether any 
special Law against the Ryot was justifiable, under the circumstances, or 
not ; and if the Law had gone a step further than the just and legal 
enforcement of actual contracts, there could have been> amongst disinter- 
terested persons, but oUe opinion about it. If it is meant that the 
Executive Government, whilst leaving to the Legislature the outward 
show and pretence of fair intention^ should have quietly allowed the Law 


* See Mr. Horschors Seventh Weckl}' Heporfc find 
Mr. Grote’s Report of 18th Apiil 1800, pago 469 of 
tho Blue Book. 
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to be understood in the Mofussil, and acted upouj as though it had been 
a Law to force Eyots, being Her Majesty’s free subjects, to ‘ cultivate 
Indigo, whether they wished to do so or not, at prices fixed by the pur- 
chaser, though they might be under no obligation to do so, and though 
they might never have received a farthing of consideration, — such an 
act, ia short, as no Legislature would have dared to put into plain words, 
—His Excellency in Council will not expect me to notice the complaint. 

20. It is a part of the same article of charge, that I directed the 
Magistrates to communicate to the Byots, “ that it is the desire of 
Government that those Eyots who have received cash advances upon 
their agreement to cultivate Indigo daring the current season, shall 
honestly fulfil that agreement.” Now this is precisely what the Deputa- 
tion of the Indigo Planters’ Association, which had had an interview with 
me, had asked me to publish to the Eyots, with the object of doing away 
with an impression which they believed to exist, that Government was 
opposed to Indigo cultivation ; and it is precisely what I had said 

in a Notification pub- 
lished in accordance 
with that request.* 
Yet this Memorial 
comes from the very 
same body, complain- 
ing of that being said in a letter to the Magistrates, which at their 
own prayer hod just before been published in a Proclamation. 

21. Again, it is complained that in paragraph 9 of the Secretary’s 
letter of the 27th of March 18C0, it was pointed out to the Magistrates, 
for the information of the Eyots, that the Act was only to apply to the 
current season, thereby keeping alive in the minds of the Eyots a feel- 
ing of excitement that a discreet Magistrate if left to himself Would have 
known how to avoid.” The meaning of this must be, that although the 
Legialature had passed only a Law for the moment ; and had most care- 
fully provided that the Law itself should show that measures to ascer- 
taip, before next season, if any actual grievance required remedy had 
been resolved upon ; and had thereby unequivocally commit|i{^d itself to 
the adoption of any remedy required j nevertheless I was to blame for 
not eoneealing this formal premise firom the class for whose re-assuranoe it 
had been made. After what I have said above, 1 ne^ not ray more on 
this peintf than that if this promise, had not been published^ And the 


* See page 954 of tlie Blue Book. 

To show the effect of such communications of the desire of 
Ouverument, the following pashage may be cited from ft Rejwrt of 
>lr. Herschel’s: “I went to one of the Villages in the Khalboleah 
Concern, where the Uyots refused to sow. On explaining the i»aw 
to them they submitted, it being olear that they hod taken their 
advances. * If that is the order of Government/ they said, * of 
fcourse we mpst sow.* Thi» is the general feeling.*' Bigo 467 of 
the Blue Book. 
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fairness of the designs of Government had not been made koown^ I be- 
lieve that the Government would have had a very diflTerent sort of ex- 
citement to meet than one involving only the peaceful refusal of one 
party to strike a bargain with another party, for next season’s Indigo. 
I believe that but for the measures taken, combining the re-assurance of 
the people in the just intentions of Government, with a prudent show of 
force, there would have been a movement in which the Planters would 
have been the first but not the only sufferers. 

2^. The next article of specific complaint is, that in the Secretary’s 
letter of the 4th April 1860, I held out a threat of removal if any Magis- 
trate interpreted the Act contrary to my views. This is a misrepresen- 
tation, I never held out such a threat, or said anything that can be 
made to have the appearance of such a threat. I have not even in any 
single instance interpreted the Act, or expressed to any Magistrate my 
views as to how it ought to be interpreted, upon any point, I have point- 
ed attention to the provisions of the Act senafim^ as plainly expressed in 
the Act in unequivocal terms ; but I have never myself interpreted the 

Act or any part of it. 

** On tlie Srafc is^ue of the new Law, it certainly was very . 

generally undersfcoo^l b> the Police to signify that Indigo was -IiOW nCCCSSary, as it 
W be -.wu tb» ja.t a, usual, «n^«W»u.hJho 

(Seeong.nalc<nnpl«nt) vajy jt at that time of 

all attempts to adopt (teneral tneasorm, that it was practically excitement to draw at- 
put out of sight, and it possible li would ha>e been shirked But 

the K>ots had perceived their odvantige, and used it. 1 tention stron^riy to the 
eirly noticed that the Police generally were attempting to 

override the Law by expounding it in their own way to nit an several provisions of 
simply ‘sow'.*' ^ i i 

the liaw, as it actual- 
ly stood, will be seen from the extract in the margin, taken from a late 
Ileport by the Magistrate of Nuddea. I have inculcated the duty, in 
every really contested case, of a careful sifting of evidence on both sides, 
and of an attentive consideration, a true spii it of equity, of every case, 
where the fact of a contract with advances was at issue ; and I am sor- 
ry to say that I shall have tp show that this caution was very far from 
being needless. But I have never said a Word which was not as much 
in favor of the Planter, when his cause was just, as it was in favor of the 
Eyot, when%is cause was just. 

28. The position was in all respects peculiar. For the sake of the 
Planters, at the moment the Act was passed, time tvae everything. A 
large number of Officers With Magisterial powers were required, all to be 
set to work at once, otherwise the object would be lost. There were m 
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Officers with Magisieiial powers existioif, who had any the leas^t 
experience m Civil Judicial business; and many of the only Officers avail- 
able to me vO^ere gentlemen of little experience in any business ; whilst 
of no one of them, all being wholly untried in such business as was sud- 
denly put upon them, could it be certainly predicted that he was quali- 
fied for this new and very peculiar task. At the same time the duty, 
being the rapid trial of equity suits without appeal, was in itself 
ft difficult one, requiring much more than usual calmness and 
caution, by reason of the excitement, clamour, and misrepresentation, 
on all sides, which prevailed. With all this, on the justice of 
every decision might depend the question of the profit or incalculable 
loss of the Factory, and the question of the comfort or the imprison- 
ment and beggary of the llyot. From a very limited number of avail- 
able Officers, I chose those who seemed to me Ihe most likely men to 
do this new duty well. But being responsible for having tried these 
Officers at this new work, I should have been inexcusable if I had re- 
tained one of them at it after he had shown that he was not qualified 
to do it, which many Officers, good enough in their ordinary line, 
would be likely to prove to be. It was thought necessary, for the object 
of the Law, that the causes in question should bo tried without appeal ; 
but it was not necessary, for any object, that they should be tried by 
Officers who proved to be disqualified for the duty. 

21*. I did not attempt to review the work of these Officers myself. 

“ As the XieKislaturc allows no appeal from the decisions of Commissioneis ot 

Officers vested with powe^^ under tins A(t, it becomes doubhr Divisions who are ffen- 
incuTiibeut on Comnnssioneis to keep themselves constaiiriy # ^ ” 

informal ot the nunnei m winch these Officers dischaige the tlcmcn of eminent OUall- 
vory difficult and responsible duty now im posed upon them, « • i ^ 

and ot tlie ptibiiples by which they are guided in tluir lications, and of long 
decisions^ These powers, and the oppoitumty of acting upon . t 

them, must not be returned for a day in the hands of any experience, WCte directed 
Ofiicer who may show himself not competent to exeuiso « « . a i 

them in such a manner as to do full and suosUntial Justice to careiUlly tO watCll the 

Judicial action of the 
young Assistants and the Deputy Magistrates employed. I give in the 
margin the passage in my orders, which the Memorialists describe as 
a threat of removal to any Magistrate who should interpret the Act con- 
trary to my views. 

25. The Memorial next complaina that in laying down Buies for the 
interpretation of the Act, I have exceeded my powers, and trespassed 
on Abe province of the Legislative Council and the Judicial tribunals. 
But the assertion that I have ever laid down Buies for the interpretation 
of the Act is contrary to the fact. A perusal of thfe records will show 
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that, IIS 1 have above stated,! have never expressed so niueh as au 
opinion ro^'ardinjj^ the interpretation of the Act. The Law allowed of 
no appeal ; therefore there was no person who eould pass any intor- 
pn'talion of the Act, or could inform the Magistrates on ])oints on 
wliich they dou]>ted, and asked for information, or could correct errors, 
or could keep the Ma<;-istrates tof]^ether in any consistent course, with 
Judicial authority. lUit the Magisterial Oiiicers, though inexperienced 
in (hvil business, were desirous of acting according to Law, and w<i*c 
r(*a-,ona])ly and conscientiously willing to U*arn the Law from high legal 
authority. On points, therefore, on which they dou])ted, or dilfered in 
opinion, or acted on what appeared questionahle principles, 1 have 
several* times obtained, and einiulated for their information, in a general 
form, tlui opinions of the Advocate-General, to which it is but right to 
siy that these Odi(*ers have always attached due weight. These opinions 
have l)een soinetinu's in favor of the Planter, and sometimes in favor of 
tlu‘ liyot ; but always very mueh to the benefit of the interests of 
Justi(‘(‘. Pmt, tor myself, having no power to interfere with the Civil 
(h‘ei.don'H, I have neither attempted to int(‘rferc with tlieni, nor ex]>ressed 
to tlie Magisterial Oiiicers any opinion on their merits, one way or the 
other. 

^2(). The next eoinpluint is, that T have made the Aet wholly nsi'U'^s 
for the pur]>.)se which the Legislative Council had in view, liy tiu impro- 
per and iudi'^ereel interfereiu'e witli the sentences jiassed by !MagistraUs 
und(‘r the Pmud Clausts of llie Aet; Jntlie^* ca^(‘S also llieie was no 
apjieal ; l)ut iii the u, as all criminal seiitmu (‘s, tin* Governineut has 
till* })oW('r of thiligat ion, or remission ; and tlu^ p(/ut’r involves the diilv 
oi* (‘\(*rcising it on jiioper oeca--ion.s. Thu ahseiice of an aj)p('al of right, 
juade it iinniailj'Uit- on Government to see that, at a moment of great 
clamour and cxciuMiumt, the great irresponsible power vested for the 
most; })art in > oimg ami inexperienced Oiiicers was not abused by sys- 
tematically hasty, and conse(|ucntIy unjust, convictions and sentences ; 
and to provide that the only possible remedy of any such souteneos as 
might he pus-^eil shoiikl be aiiplied by means of the remitting j)ower of 
Goveriijj^ent. Tiie Co mi^i-.si oners of Divisions were therefore instruct- 
ed to keep an eye upon the general action of the Magisterial OHicers. 
This was done most eilieiently by those experienet‘d and aide Oiiicers. 
When they found tliat a Pi’isoncr liad been eouvieted unjustly, or had 
been puuislied wdlli very excessive severity, they reported the case to 

lot 
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tnCf with their reconimcudation for remission or mitigation. Except 
Upon the recommendation of one or other of those experienced OiTiccrs, 
I have never mitigated or remitted a single sentence. It will be in the 
recollection of the Honorable Members of Council^ that in discussions 
preceding the passing of the Law, this very safeguard was stated as a 
reason for not allowing, as in all other cases, an appeal of right under 
this Act. 

27. I say confidently, though I sa}' it with regret, that but for the 
exercise of this power, and the check which some calls for explanation 
in some very glaring cases of carelessness imposed upon systematically 
hasty convictions, unsupported by law or by evidence, and in some 
instances by either law or evidence, great injustice would bav(‘ been 
committed in the Criminal department ; a justifiable spirit of Iiostility 
to Government would have been exiatoJ in tliii people ; and mucli dis- 
grace would have been incurred by tlic Britisli Administration. The 
records are open, in proof of this assertion. 

28. Tlie case of the Mookldear or Attorney of certain Ityots, impri- 
soned by Mr. Deputy Magistrate Beits, vsclectecl tor mention in iho 
Alemorial as the best case against Government and the Commissioners, 
is perhaps as striking an exam})le as I could myself liave soleoied of 
what would have happened, but for the watchfulness of Coinmi.ssioners. 
That Mookhtoar, at tlie compljiiut of a Planter wlio was about to ])ro- 
secute Rvots for breaches of allegcHl (-rintracli? \vhi(?h they denied, was 
sentenced ]>y ^Ir. Betts, after a'trl.d, wbii'li IVom tlie record could not 
have lasted tea minutes, fur what was no olbigcc at all, on evidemee of 
what was no offence at all, to six monllis’ imprisonment and a iine of 
200 llupees, and in default of payment to a- further imprisonment of 
six months. 

20. The Deputy Magistrate had been so hasty, and his bias towards 
conviction had been so strong, that he did not stop to look at the Law 
to se2P what act constituted ail olfence under it. Of course, after that 
flagrant case the Ryots of that quarter could obtain the services of no 
Legal Agent to defend their causes ; and the Prosecutors for several 
days had it all their own way. There was anoj^ier Mookhtoar another 
place similarly treated. It is made by the Association matter of formal 
complaint against me, that I remedied this injustice as soon as it was 
reported to me by Mr. Grote, the Commissioner. The release of a 
Mookhtoar who had committed no offence, and his return to defend in 
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lawful eourso the causes of liis clients, is one of the ways in which it is 
said that the Act has been made inoperative, and more Imrm has been 
done Ilian can be imagined. I am quite sure that the Association have 
adopted, as a body, an argument which every single Indigo Planter 
who belongs to it would disdain to use in his own case. No individual 
Planter, I am satisfied, would say that he desired the Ryots he himself 
proseeutcMl to be dejirived of all h^gal advice by sending their Mookh- 
tears for no offence to prison. 

do. 1 append a Statement of all the remissions and commutations 
that have been made, with remarks. The number of Prisoners who 
btuiefitled by these revie\\s is l:i(>, o(‘ the unjust imprisonment of very 
few of whom could a jdausible doubt be raised ; and when it is known 
tbaf at one time tlie Jail of Nuddea alone held no less than 5 88 
Prisoners, confined at flie prosecution of Planters under the tndigo Act, 
(so as to oblige me to empty it of ordinary Criminals), the number of 
innocent Prisoners released at the reeomraendatioii of the Commissioners 
will not seem so large as to justify the dissatisfaction of the Association. 
It appears to me that tliere are no grounds for asserting that a sufficient 
nuinl.)er of respectable Ryots have not been incarcerated under the Act, 
to make an example. 

dl. The n(‘xt specific c()m]>laint made is of the alleged removal 
from the Indigo Districts of JMessrs. Betts, Mackenzie, MaeNeill and 
Tayler. Of three of these gentlemen it is not the case that they have 
been removed either from the Indigo Districts or from the most excited 
])art of those Districts,^ Wlnui the Indigo Act was passed it was 
necessary inimediat(‘ly to ])laee an Ofiieer with full powers in the 
neighbourhood of all those ])laces where numorons suits were expected 
to be filed ; and amongst the Officers selected for this purpose w^ere Mr. 
Mackenzie and Mr. Tayler for Nuddea. 'WTien Mr. Mackenzie's 
services could be spared from Nuddea, he was appointed to the charge 
of the Siib-Di vision of Norail in Jessore, and when Mr. Taylor’s 
services could be spared in Nuddea, be was sent to bis own Sub-Divi- 
sion of Magoorali, also in Jessore. At both of these Sub-Divisions, 
wliieli in the thickest of the Indigo country, Suh- Divisional Officers 
were urgently required, in consequence of the Indigo excitement. So 
far from being removed from the Indigo Districts, these gentlemen were 
posted at two of the most important points in them, and were promoted 
to Sub-Divisional charges. Mr, MaeNeill stood appointed to the Sub. 
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Division of in Nndden, and when Ids sorvices wore no lon<^*cr 

urgently required tliercq and wore nr<»-ently re(|uired at the Sadder 
Station of tlie same District, to till the vacant Odice of Joint Magis- 
trate and Deputy Collector there, he was promoted to act in that Odiee, 
Mr. Deputy Magistrate Betts had been taken temporarily from 
his Sub-Division at Diamond Harbour, to do dnty under the Act in the 
interior of Niuldea In consequence of the hastiness and want of jud^- 
jnent and attention which lie manifested in his proceed iii<^s, wherehy 
injustice was done, the Commissioiuw, ^Ir. Grote, ordered him into tlie 
Sudder Station, — an act of ^^hich I entirely approved. As experien(*e 
had shown that tlie services of Mr. Betts could not be uuobjectionahly 
employed in proceeding’s undiw tlie Indigo Act, lie rctui ned to his own 
Sub-Division, and to the ordinary line of liis duty. It, was IMr. Betts 
who ('omuiiliLd the grave error of imprisonnig the Mookhtear, on a 
charge of what was no oUbnco ; an error which caused much local 
cxciienient, and involved the Administration in much local discredit, 
till it was reeUficd* It is uniiajipily too ajiparent that Mr. Betts’ 
rctuvu to his ordinary line oi‘ duty was not too soon ; for it Inis siuc(*, 
quite accidentally, come to my knowledge, that in one of his Civil cases 
he gave the Planter a decree against tlie Ilyot, on a written agreement 
purport ing have been made in ISoG, executed on stamped papm* 
whieli, on inspection, ])roves to have been sold in 1859. Wiieu it is re- 
ineinbered that the absence ofap]>eal makes redress in these Civil cas(‘s im- 
possible, however glaring the iuiustice done; and that on such false suits 
as this, thus iiastily decided, vespectahle liyots, in comfortable eireum- 
stiinces, are sohl out. of house and home, sent to prison, and reducetl to 
beggary, no human ]K)wer existing to remedy the wrong ; can I be justly 
Idamed lor having done from tlie first my utmost to secure both parties 
from liability to snilcr under siudi hasty decisions ? 

It is not open to the Indigo Planters’ Association to complain 
of my^emoving from the Indigo Districts a Magisterial Officer, on 
the ground of his being wanting in tlie qualities necessary for the 
proper discharge of the duties required of such an Officer, at this criti- 
cal time. For this very same bodyq on this very same ground, lately 
petitioned me to remove from this very same District of Nuddoa Mr. 
Ilerschel, the Magistrate. Considering the cfrcuinstaiiees of the time, 
this fippli cation appcaix'd to mo quite reasonable, provided the fact 
assumed were established. Mr. Ilcrschcl’s official position was much 
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hi^lior tlian iliat of Mr. Betts ; but I immediately called upon him for 
an explanation upon the points on which exception was taken to his 
acts ; and I directed the Commissioner to report upon them, and upon the 
<»cn<iral character of Mr. Herschel’s proceedings. Upon receipt of the 
explanation and rei)ort, I carefully went into them j)oiiit by point. The 
result, as it happ(*iied, was lii^hl}^ creditable to Mr. Ilcrschel ; and all the 
complaints jjrovetl to be without any sound foundation. But it tlie 
ri'sult had been otherwise, 1 should certainly have acceded to the prayer of 
the Association, by transferring that Olliccr to some more cpiiet District. 
It will not he contended that iimpialified Ofheers should be removed when 
the com])laint conu's from one side, but should not be removed when it 
(monies from tlu^ other side. Yet unless this principle is contended for, 
the complaint by the Association of the removal of Mr. Betts is as little 
to bejustiiied as their complaint of the removal of the three other 
treiithnueii named, who have not been removed. 

;3t. Af^ain, it is (‘oinplained in the Memorial that I substituted two 
exporioneed Principal Sudder Ameens, for the younj:^ Assistants and 
Deputy IMa^'lstrates, in the trial of the Chll suits under the Act. This 
measure was recoin in ended by tlio Commissioner and was carried into 
elibct when the sowing season was over ; and when, therefore, there was 
no lonj^er any object in very rapid decisions of these Civil suits. Such 
decisions could no louder have any ellect on Ryots other than the parties 
in the suits ; and if the Plant iffs j^ot their de(irecs and execution by the 
end of the season, they would be eoiupensated in {^ootl time for the loss 
of tlie Plant . The ordinary business of the Nuddea District was gettinj^^ 
into excessive disorg’nnization, by nearly the whole time of its Magisterial 
and llevenue Officers bcinj^ ocenpiod in these Civil suits, which were 
(juite foreign to tlie iiroper functions of tliese Officers. Under these 
circumstances, I retpiesttHl the Sudder Court to select two Principal 
Sudder Arncens to try the remainder of the Civil cases ; leaving to the 
Magisterial Officers all trials under the Penal Clauses of the Act, as* a 
part of their proper business. 

35. The objection taken to this measure is that Prosecutors have 
complained, not that in any single instance a claim has been improperly 
rejected by the l^rincipal Sudder Ameens, but that their claims, when 
submitted to these experienced and able Civil Judges, are thrown out of 
^ Court, to such an extent that the Planters have found the absurdity of 
continuing to institute suits under the new Act.’* As it is imjiossihlc to 
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(M)iiioiul ih'di the young Assistants and Deputy Magistrates, who had 
had no Civil Judicial experience, tried Civil causes more properly than 
selected Principal Siidder Ameens ^who have been at that business all 
their lives ; and who in their own line try irreproachably C^vil suits 
unlimited in amount, in cases that go eventually before the Privy 
Council; I can only treat this as a complaint hy Plaintiffs, who may win 
and cannot lose of having to bring their causes before good Judges. Tt 
must doubtless have been agreeable to Planters when their suits were 
tried in such a fashion, that decrees were obtainable on agreements 
purporting to be four years old, tbougli written on Stamps which were 
in the Ycaidor^s shop one year ago. But I do not admit that I am to 
blame for a measure, an incidental effect of wliicb has ])cen the trial of 
suits in a Iborough manner, because the majority of claims have broken 
down under such a trial. 

8G. It is iiidoeJ too true fhat, before the Principal Sudder Ameens 
took up thcs(? suits, decrees against the llyots, upon alleged contracts anil 
alleged cash advances, were ra])idly obtained in large niiinbers ; and that 
since that time, on the very same sort of evidence, the same sort of claims 
have been for the most part rejected, upon the question of fact. But. the 
reasonable inference is that the fault was rather in the decisions of the 
inexpericuced Oflicers, who decided in a hurry, at a time of great excite- 
ment and clamour, when the ([uestion of sowing was at issue, than in the 
experienced Judges, who decided at leisure, wluui there was nothing to 
distract their minds from tiie plain question of i'acit involved in each case. 
And unhappily the injustice done by the hasty decisions of the former 
period is not left to mere inference. I have mentioned one striking ease, 
accidentally come to notice ; but it is little worse than several others. I 
have information of a liyot who was imprisoned for three months, but 
against whom no aw^ard was ever given ; and of another, all whose pro- 
perty was sold in execution, though no decree was ever passed against 
him, and no proclamation of sale was ever issued. The Indigo Com- 
missioners found two Ryots imprisoned under this Law, in Nuddea Jail, 
who were stone-blind, and who therefore could not have contracted to 
cultivate, and could not have cultivated if they had been under contract 
to do so. All the damages given at first were infinitely higher than they 
ought to have been, being more than double the maximum penalty 
universally’ entered in Indigo contracts, wherever such contracts in 
writing exist. One of the largest and most respected Planters in India 
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has liimself lamented to me this error. It was reported to me that oirc 
Depui.y Magistrate cast the Defendants in seventy-nine cases within font 
dciys^ and assessed the damage in every case »at llupees 20 a heegah, 
exactly double the well-known customary maxhnim rate, which is 
llu})ees 10 a bccguli. It is not doubtful that these cases, which every 
Villager knew in his heart to be wrongly decided, shook the confidence 
of the people in our just intentions. 

o7. The next speclllc complaint is the circulation, for the general 
information of iMagi^tratcs, of a decision given by Mr. Herschel, which, 
in the Commissioner’s opinion, afforded a striking example of the nec.essity 
of testing the truth of tlie papers and accounts ])rodueed by the Plaintiffs, 
as evidence in their own favor, before admitting tliem to be conclusive. 

\ X • 1 .1 In this matter, the Commissioner of 

JMy olijcrt, now'vcr, in siiLmittinc: the ^ ^ . 

m-oni, IS to aii'oni tho imMitoniiiit tiouM-nor Nuddca reported to mo ill the words 

fin opixirlnnity or ,in(lirni;j: ti’oni Jirtnal t.icts ^ * 

of the s>st(MU(.n wliuh m tins instaiwv ilio trans(*ribed ill the margin. He ap- 

Fficl(»i,\ jocounts JipjKMr to h:i\ (' IxsMi Kepi, of ... . . 

the nianiuM* in whirl) tlKMxlvMnrr- to a niunbcr plicd for oigUt printed COpicS of tllC 

of IJyots aro a^sortfsl to havr hreu roiulurtoil, ... i 

and 'of the pro.s attempt to csiahh-li proof decision bc lorwardod, for Circulation, 

of tlirii’ lia\ iiifi* hern mailc by the prodiu tiou , i i i ix 

ol ( vidciirr ()t tho ino',t wrat and uoi thirds 10 Ordor to shoW OlllCOrS, tllG 110- 

do.sciiption. ces.sity of j>atiently and tborougbly 

sifting the evidence in similar cases, before pronouncing judgment/^ 
Tills was api>ruved, and the copies were furiiislicd. I cannot see any good 
ground for objecting to the circulation of an instructive ease, showing tho 
practical necessity of caution in admitting paper evidence ; or to tho iii- 
culeatioii of ])aticui]y sifling all evidence. Where the Factory papers are 
true, testing them will make their value apparent ,* it is onl)^ fabricated 
doeuments, sueh for example as the old agreement on a new Stamp above 
mentioned, tliat can siilfu’ by a thorough scrutiny, Tiie common result 
of a jiroper judicial scrutiny into the evidence advanced in support of the 
mass of attempts to establish cont racts and (%‘ish advances, is shown by 
the fate of tln^ majority of tlie eases tided when experienced CivilJudges, 
able to give as mncli time as was necessary to get at the truth of every 
claim, were emjdoyed in these trials. 

38. I do not wish to be understood as desiring to justify my 
measures by throwing blame, personally, on the prosecuting Planters. 
It is avowed and known that the work of prosecuting claims was left to 
the Native Amlali of the Factories ; who do not appear to have been 
under any practical cheek, and whose peculiarly unscru])uloiis character is 
denied, in general terms, by no person, European or Native, of any class. 
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I believe the PluniiM's themselves are more cheated and deceiv(Ml by il'.ose 
men than any other persons arc. The best-intentioned Planters, there- 
fore, must expect an intelligent and just Judge to spare no pains in 
testing evidence got up by such agency. 

39. In one passage of the Memorial it seems to ])e implied that the 
loss of their eases before the Principal Sadder Ameens, by Planters, is the 
result of in terferenee with those Officers. If this be meant, it is no 
less unfair to those gentlemen, whose judicial impartiality is unim])eaeh- 
able, than to others. For myself, I can only say that since ^fessrs. 
Bell and Davidson were appointed, I have neither inierlered with them 
nor ctu responded with them ; aiid with reference to a statement made by 
a Planter to the Indigo Commission, I have received Irora the Com- 
missioner of Nuddea a denial of all interfereiiee with tlieni on his part. 

40. The lastr specific comjdaint made in the Memorial nOates to a 
Kotiheatlon published by tlie Commissioner of the Nuddea Division in 
Bengallee, of which a translation into English is given in the Memorial. 
It is ul>jecied to this Notification that it shows my views on tlie subject 
of the Indigo disputes, (w hich it. is inferred are such as to bo blameable,) 
and my interference and implied disapproval of tlie Act passed con(*ern- 
iiig them. 1 speak sincerely in saying that I cannot answxu’ tliis, 
because I cannot see the process of reasoning by which the inieron(*o as 
to my views, and the assertion as to my interference, are founded n])«>n 
this Notification. As to my views, whether they are blameable or not, I 
liave in paragraph 15 of this Paper explained them in plain words. As 
to my disapin’oval of the Act, I recommend the Act myself. Tlie 
Act as originally prepared wais in many points rnu<*Ji improved by 
the Legislative CoiiiK'il in Committee, and in some points it was 
altered, in my utiliiion disadvantageously, by enlarging its sc'ope too 
much for the raw hands into whi<4i its execution was, of necessity, 
first entrusted. But 1 approve of the Act ; and how my disapproval 
can be argued from Mr. LushingtoiPs Notification, 1 cannot see. 
And as to interference with the Act, the Notification does not 
contain one word. 

41. It is objected furtlier to Ibis Notification, that it will be injurious 
in the case of contracts nowin existence extending beyond the present 
season. The original Notification is in Bengallee, and I do not know 
how far the translation given in the Memorial is quite })rccisc. It 
appears to me, from its purport, to have in view only eases in whic-li 
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Ryots are free to contract, or not, next year. But it may be that the 
wording might have been more clear on this point ; for Mr. Herschel 
objected to the Bengallee wording on the ground that it miglit lead 
Ryots, under unexpired contracts, to expect release next year ; which at 
present, pending action on the Indigo Commission's Report, no one is in 
a position to promise ; and therefore that it might possibly give rise to 
popular disappointment and irritation next year. 

42. My concern in this matter was this. From the Weekly Reports 
received from the Nuddea District, il. appeared that a very large number 
of Ryots, even when cast in damages, preferred being sent to prison, and 
sold up, to cultivating Indigo for this one season. It was a grievous 
thing to see a Jail crowded with worthy men of this respectable class, 
I had reason to suspect that so many Ryots would not have preferred 
this ruinous alternative, if they had been fully assured that, by cultivat- 
ing Indigo this one year, their position next year would be none the 
worse. This suspicion was confirmed by a report, then lately receiv^ed, 
that certain Ryots on the borders of the Jossore District were still 
ignorant of the promise of a Commission of Incpiiry, With a view, 
therefore, to make tlie Ryots understand tlieir true position, the follow- 
ing instructions were issued to the (Jomraissioner of the Nuddea Division. 

The Lieutenant-(R)vernor desires that you will strongly urge ou all 
the Magisterial Authorities engaged in tlie enforcement of the new Law, 
the great importance of impressing upon the minds of the Ryots who 
liiive been prosecuted and cast, and upon all their neighbours who, there 
may ])e reason to believe, have taken advances for this season, and upon 
all Ry<)ts in general who are in the same position, but hesitate to sow, 
the I'acts, that the present Law is temporary in its operation, and that 
before the next sowing season has come round, a Commission of Inquiry 
will have sat who will listen to whatever grievances they may have to 
complain of, and on whose report it is certain that such a system will 
be established next year as will be equal and just to all parties. After 
tliis season it will be at the option of the Byots to contract and take 
advances for Indigo, or not, as they please ; and those who this year 
fulfil their bargains for this year will be in every respect as free to choose 
their own course next year, before the season for sowing arrives, as 
those who foolishly go to prison and involve themselves in ruin/^ 

Accordingly a Notification, in Bengallee, to the above effect was pre- 
pared and issued by the Commissioner, for circulation in the Kishna- 
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gluir, JcRSore and Barasei Distri(*ts. Mr. Ilorscliel, the Officiating 
Magistrate of N\iddoa; however, as I have observed, objected to the issue 
of tlic Notification in his District, cliiefly on the ground that in it the 
orders of Government had not f)cen correctly expressed. But the Com- 
missioner feeling himself satisfied on that point, issnc^l tlie Notilieation 
himself. When ]\[r. IlerseheBs objections were brought to my notice, 
the Notification had been already issued ; and the sowing season was 
nearly over. I did not think, therefore, that any good would be done 
by entering upon the question raised. 

43. The evil was, that some llyots, determined at all hazards to be 
free of Indigo in future ; and looking upon the penalty of the sale of all 
they possessed, and imprisonment, however painful the pro{.*ess, as a linal 
and unquestionable severance from the Indigo ^\stem ; and being igno- 
rant that their pt)sliiou next year would he no worse without this sacri- 
fice tloiu with it; were ruining themselves, often as much to the loss of 
the Planter as to their own loss. The object was to save all parti<‘s 
from this needless evil, by explaining the actual (dfeet of the temjiorary 
Law ill force, and the true design of Government in passing it. All 
public Officers did no more than tbeir bare duty in using their utmost 
endeavours that no person should be ignorant or deceived in this 
important ])oini. 

4 1 '. On the concluding prayer of the Memorial, I have only to sub- 
mit that I have never interfered in any judicial cases pending or decid- 
ed, having no power to dn so ; and that I do not know what is meant 
by that part of the prayer which speaks of the promulgation ol' the Law 
lieing left to the Legislature. But the duly of exercising t he power of 
remitting criminal sentences, whenever proper occasions Ibr the exercise 
of that power arise, and the duty of seeing that Magisterial powers are 
not entrusted to partial or incompetent Officers, are duties of which I 
cannot divest myself. And every Government is bound to make the 
Law known to the people, when it is essential to their interests, and to 
the public tranquillity, that they should not be ignorant or deceived 
about it. 

45. I have now replied to every complaint, general or specific, that 
I can discover in this Memorial. I have discussed each point at length, 
because I have thought it well to take this opportunity of respectfully 
submitting to Ills Excellency the Governor-General in Council, a full 
exposition of the principles on which I have acted throughout the agita- 



( 1207 ) 


tio.i in the Tntlii^o Dibtriots. I have made it my first ofijeet to preserve 
the })uhlie tranquillity. The authors of the few hreaches of the peace 
that have occurred have been all i>ror«ptly punished ; and the general 
tranquillity has been preserved. I liave insisted that all classes of men 
should have the pr(>te(ition of the Law in person and property, as far as 
tlie ]\lag‘lstrato has power to protect them ; and all chasses have been 
throng liput protected. I have taken care that the Law passed lor the 
summary enforoement of true and lawful contracts, whereof the whole 
spirit and design are of[uitahle, should he understood and acted iqion as 
it was ])assed ; and not as many would have had it, as if it had been a 
Law confiscating for tlic current season the Ryot’s land for the Rlant- 
(M*’s profit. And this oliject too, in a short time, was accomplished. I 
should have taken shame to myself if I liad so acted as to gratify eitlier 
party, at the expense of the just rights of the otlier. Rut so far as was 
consistent with Law and Justice, and so far as was possildc Mitlioiit 
infringing tlie freedom and rights of any class of Her aMaj»‘siy’fe subjects, 
it has been my earnest wish to assist the Planters in their difiiculties. 
1 eoiifidentl}^ refer to tlie Proce(‘dings of Government in proof of this. 
And had there appeared amongst the District Ofiicers ilie slightest 
indication of an undue disregard of the just rights of the Planters, or of 
the advantages given by the new Law to all who had ir. :de Viiiy actual 
iiash advam^o, the error wu)uld not have been for a day unoorrected ))y me. 

•Id. The ljuligo crisis has been kiiowui for some time, by wxdhinform- 
ed men. to be inevitable; and to be the more likely to be (hmgcrui '^' tlie 
longer it should be deferred. But I do not believe that the most san- 
guine of those who expect ed the sudden and violent break-up of a false 
system, ever expected that the crisis \vould pass over so peacefully as it 
has done, and on the wdiulo witli so lit!! ' injury to the great interest 
at stake. 


(Signed) J. P. Grant. 



statement of remissions and commutations o) punishment wider Act XI. of 1860. 
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Name of Prisoner. Offence charged. | Sentence. 1 Grounds of release. 
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From W. Ghey, Esq., Soeretary to the Government of India, Home Depart- 
ment, to A Money, Es(^, c. n., Oificiating- Secretary to the (jioveriimeut 
of Hengal, — (No. 101^;), dated the 31st Au^nist ISGO.) 

SiK, 

I AM (liroetod to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
43.50, dated the 22nd instant, submitting a copy of a Afiimte by the 
bieutenant-Governor on tlic Petition of the Indigo Planters’ Associa- 
tion, wliicb was forwarded for His Honor’s remarks with my letter 
No. 137 1', dated the 27 tb ultimo. 

2. In re])ly, I am desired to .state that the Governor- General in 
Council has read with satislaetion the clear exposition of the course 
wineb His Honor tlie Lieutenant-Governor has ])ursued, and whicdi, in 
all its general features, were already known to and approved by the 
Government of India, as being marked by a sound, temperate and 
impartial judgment. 

3. Tlu're is, I am to observe, one point only on whicdi the exjdana- 
tion given is not so satisfactory as the Governor-General in Council 
could have wished. It is mueli to be regretted that the Proebimation 
i.ssued by th(‘ Commissioner of Nuddea was so incomplete as not to 
take eognizanec of the position of those Ryots who are under engacre- 
ments to sow Indigo in years subsequent to the present year. It is to 
be regretted that tlie instruetioiis under which the Proclamation was 
frametl did not. take distinct notice of tlie eases of such Ryots. The 
(lOvcriior-Gcncral in (5)uncil lias reason to believe that in some in- 
stances It\ots ill the above mentioned position considered themselves to 
be set tree from obligations which it certainly was not tlie intention of 
the Li(Milcnaut-G(>vernor to overlook; and I am to request that His 
Honor will consider wliether measures should not now be taken to 
place the matter before these Ryots in its true light. 

1. AVith the above named exception, the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
refutation of tin* eharges wliicli have been brought against His Honor’s 
administration in a time of groat excitement and ditbculty is complete* 
and I am desired to intimate that His Honor may depend upon 
receiving the full and c5rdial support of the Governor-General in 
Council in continuing to act on the principles on which he has hitherto 
acted. 





